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ADVERTISEMENT.

Anx eafily difcernible inferiority will -
cnable the learned reader to diftinguifh
the notes of the TFranflator, from lhofé
of his ingenious Author. For this rea-
fon, it might, perhaps, feem unneccﬁ"ary'
to affix any particular mark to the firft ;
but as it may happen that by blending all
. the Notes indifériminately together, a
Iefs attentive obferver might imagine that
thofe of the original Compofer had beeri
written by the Tranflator, 2 K is pIaced
at the conclufioh of the additional notes. -
Where remarks may prove either falfe ot
frivolous, it muft be' a contemptible act
of meannefs which could ¢ndeavour t6
have them afcribed to an author incapable -
of producing fuch. To every reader,
whofc knowledge of hiftorical and lite-
rary fubje&s is preferved by a tenacious
memory, this humble addition of “res
marks muft prove abfolutely needlefs;
but memory is' not the perpetual atten-

A dant -
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dant upon-learning, and the fcholar, who
enjoys an imagination too lively to retain
a regular detail of fads, will forgive the
intrufion of matters which he may, pof-
fibly, have forgotten. To the reader,
who is lefs converfant in thefe fubjc&s,
- it is. prefumed that no apology can be:
neceffary.. Senfible of the great difficulty
of infufing into verfions the fpirit of the .
originals, it is not eafy- to defcribe the
diffidence and apprehenfions with which
the Tranflator commits his labour to the
prefs. Even now, whilft he is writing,
the vanity of a fecond-hand author en-
tirely forfakes hxm, and he trembles left
he thould be taxed, not only with having
ennervated the force of expreflions, . by
running beyond the limits of a merely
literal conftruction, but thrown theminto -
interpretations abfurdly diftant from their
real meaning. ‘The nice difcernment of
every fault is folely peculiar to the few,
who are¢ capable of writing with elegance
and perfpicuity. As their candour hath

- generally
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generally rifen in proportion to their
- knowledge of the hardnefs of fuch a
tatk, he would willingly flatter himfelf
that he might caft this firft attempt be--
fore them, after having premifed, that if
he had been much diffatisfied with it in
the clofet, " he fhould never have per-
mitted its appearance in public. If he
hath done wrong, it is the refult of ig-
norance alone. It is not in his nature to
treat with difrefpe@, that clafs of readers,
for whom this work is calculated.

A2
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Englith dreff; §tompe 'oﬁ'\;h‘tch.youun-

derftand fgnérfeé't‘ ih She Fratgh drefs.
The &;ﬁguh- 1 on ‘whxch f;umbly
avoids the- p 1 It C gkantly"attgmpts
" to merit,fhalf f; rvyo ven) a,gamﬁ the
violence'of. a rn dédlcatxonv I have .
been too ‘ntl ( 1gnorant
, that panégyiic ¥ iné [to-you, as the
bitternefs aﬂ@ Ve / goﬁicr. But
yet you muft hob (Q ni®icionable as

© to fuppofeyc: Gaude
too treacherous t rg'ihind'y,ou of the
favours which you have conferred, they
can poffibly have efcaped mine. Through
the engaging commerce of an honeft
friendfhip, you have unmercxfully incum-
bered me with an enormous debt. I
have no method of confeffing it, but this;
and thus, inftead of being payed, you
muft become a more capital creditor
than ever. A larger fum of gratitude is
owing, «n recompence for the privilege
- of fubferibing myfelf,
With inviolable cfteem,

Dear Sir, '
Your fincere, and affe@ionate fnend
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THE
INTRODUCTION.

'.A.FTER the lapfe of fo many en-
‘lightened ages, in which the moft in-
‘genioys 4rid laborious refearches of fuc
ceffive writers appear, even in trifles, to
‘have tried, examined, and -compleated
every fubje®, I muft prefume to fix the
attention of mankind upen new objects.
If it be demanded what thefe obje&s are,
the anfwer is, that they are become the
moft effential to our happinefs; they
lead to enquiries into a topic, an ob-
ligation, to difcufs which, is alarming ;

they point to the folution of a queftion,
" Vor. I. a where
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where doubt alone might prove difgrace-
ful to humanity. Shall men be always
the enemies of men? fhall beings of the
beft organization, at no period, acquire
. the advantages which the vileft of the
brutes poflefs ; the advantages of living
peaceably with each other? is not fo- -
ciety, at Jeatl, fufceptible of amendment,
if mot of-perfe@ion? / .

In whatfoever manner this important
problem miay be refolved, an ample field
will lie open to refledtion: -the invefti-
gatwn of hyman nature, as mcvely with
in itfelf ; the adapting of it to political
inftitutions ; and the examination of it,,
mot by theory, but experience, 3pplying
it to the knowledge of our errors, afcend-
ing to their fources; .and labouring to di-
vert their courfe, are, .all fubje&s tp
awaken our attention. This laft {pecies
of ¢nquiry is that on which we:now beg
leave tofix, perfuaded that the writer who
mixes fome miftakes amongft his obferva-
tions and comparifons, may he of ufe to

him
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him that follows; whilft the examiner,
that wanders wildly from his mark, not
only leaves truth behind him, at adiftance,
but hecomes liable to deceive athers, by
directing them to a wrong road.

. There was a time, when every author
feemed infeGted with the rage of cone
cluding from particulars, to generals.
- Pretenfions to genius, of all pretenfions
the moft extravagant, were then exceed~
ingly the mode, A leading principle ex-
plained, fome few confequences, lightly
- deduced, and fame few fa@s, either well
ar ill adjufted to the propofed conclufion,
were {ufficient to bear away the prize
due to invention and imagination, It
was not poffible for this too great facility
of acquiring renown to laft long. It
arafe from an intercourfe of {uperficially-
inftru&ed writers, with neaders whoknew
nothing. Thecafeisnow altered. Scarce-
ly hath the reader of underftanding, and .
application, opened a book, but he can
eftimate its real value. If the work be
' a 2 " with-
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" without order and conne®ion, he ctiti-
cifes the particular paflages with impar-
tiality, and continues to read on. If it
be obfcure, he reafonably fufpetts that

- the author did not, abfolutely, under-
ftand himfelf : but if it be fyftematical,
opiniative, and fallacious, he throws it
afide, and will not fuffer it to be fpbkcn
of. Thefe enlightened, and perhaps, too
well informed readers, unfortunately em-
ployed, even to a degree of fatiety, know
that to toil in the purfuit of truths, to
confirm, aflemble, and difpoﬁe ‘them in
proper order, is the real employment of
the man of genius: but this employment
is, at once, flow, and gradual. The'in-
ventor hath marked outhis path: by walk-
ing after him, one is no longer furprized
at feeing him arrived, and the multitude,
having heared, that genius hath wings,
are unwilling to acknowledge the print of
his footfteps.

Let us leave to thefe celebrated men,
who have drawn upon themfelves praife,
and
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and perfecution, the tafk of pleading their
own caufe, and avenging the rights of-
reafon : let us even fear left we thould be
thought more rafh in forming, than pro<
vident in moderating this attempt: at
leaft, before we engage in obfervations
purely hiftorical, and ftudious refearches
~after fa&ts, and the principles by which
they were occafioned, let us examine for
a moment, how far a fimple {peculation .
could have made us acquainted with the
particular relations, the general tenden-
cies, and, in fhort, all the qualities which’
are propei' to, and chara&erize human
nature. Prepared to conduét our readers
through long, and winding ways, let us
caft one glance upon the fpace which we
muft leave behind, and convince them
that thofe eafier, and more agreeable
roads, the lofs of which they' may per-
haps regret, are terminated only by ex-
tenfive defarts.

To fubfift, to unite itfelf, to multiply
its {pecies, is the general with of nature;
a3 " the
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the great bufinefsof every animated being.
If fociety be effentially neceflary to fome
amongft thefe, ftill it is but a fecondary
want, and fubordinate to thofe which we
have taken notice of before. The vul«
ture, that lives only on its prey,' that is
dreaded by every other bird, and purfued
by man, fhould daily take a different
flight. It repairs, without diftincion,
to all places where it may with eafe find
fomething to devour; its fubfiftance is
precarious and irregular : at one time, it is
. in want of food, and at another, pofieffes
more thanitcan poffibly confume: itmuft,
therefore, provide againft future neceffi-
ties: it muft hide its booty. In the night
. time, it muft fix its retreat within the
fummits of the fteepeft rocks, oron the
tops of lofty trees. On the contrary, the
pigeons, and the ftarlings, which readily
procure their nourithment, in the marfhes
and the fields, but whofe defencelefs
condition expofes them to perpetual dan-
ger, {eek, in fociety, thofe means of pro-

tetion,
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te@ion, which hurt not the means of fub«

fiftance. Such alfo is the cuftory amongft-
the quadrupeds: tigers, and wolves re<

main in folitude, whilft the hinds and

deer graze all together: but at a certain

time, a powerful imperious waat fprings.

up, and finks all others in oblivion. The
focial animal awvoids the r=ft of his clafs,,
to fix his choice on one: the defires of
love, and fhortly afterwards,. the cares of
his family, occupy his attention : but, in

the fpecies, which, brutally confummates

thea& of generation, and where {everal fe~

males are enjoyed by the fame male, and
feveral males unite themfelves to one fe~
male, love makes little alteration in fo~

ciety : the fexes being indifcrixninaiely

mingled, the animals remain in herds,

nor is fociety diflalved. .

The lefs compound the organization of
beings is, the more their _opcrations bear
a refemblance to each other. The nefts
- of birds, the burrows of rabbets, and the
hives of bees are common ta the two.

a 4 fexes.
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fexes, It is the fame with regard to
cuftoms, founded on fimple wants, they
are themfelves equally fimple: deriving
their origin from a neceffity peculiar to
all, they continue to be the fame amongft
all the individuals of the fame fpecies: it.

_is thus that nature hath furnithed us with
the means of underftanding them all, ex-
cepting ourown, tolerably well. Were we-
to enter only into a phyfical enquiry, con-
ceérning the nature of man, we thould find
thatthefenfe of feeling, and the perfe@ion
of fpeech, have fecured to him theacquifi-
tion of fuch advantages over all the other
animals, that his organization, becoming
daily more and more complete, isatlength
rendered too complex to be invariable,
and too fubtile to be regular.

There is every’ reafon to fuppofe that
the undeviating attachment in aparticular
fpecies, to one particular aliment, is lefs:
the confequence of an abfolute neceflity:
derived from their nature, than of the.
great, or more inconfiderable difficulty”

' with
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with which they procure their food: fome
‘animals {ubfift equally on fleth and vege-
tables; by the chace, and in the paftures;
but man, who by theexercifeof his hands,
and the peculiar privilege of fpeech, is.
bleft with ability and ingenuity, can pro-
vide himfelf with every kind of fuftenance,
by hunting, fithing, the cultivation of.
the earth, and other methods. Should not
this man, then, adopt different manners.
and cuftoms, in conformity to his different
means of fubfiftance? would the Efqui-
maux and the inhabitants of Greenland,
who procure their nourifhment from the
oil of fith, eat of thealiment of the Iro-
quois and the Patagonians, whofe chief
food arifes from the chace? or would
all thefe imitate the Laplanders, whofe
domain is the ‘dcfart, and whofe diet is
milk ?

Love, or the impulfive power of mul-
tiplying the fpecic':s, fhould give to every
creature 2 more diftinguithing charatte-
riftic. In fa&, women are marked, in

phyfical
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phyfical order, by an effential differences

 adifference which may poffefs its influence
. over the flate of fociety, By rendering
~ them fit for generation at every period of
the year; and confequently ftrengthening
the bond by which they are united to
man. b (hould appear then, that amongft
our fpecies, the commpgrce of the fexes
might be more frequently purfued, but
not that a multitude of men and women
thould live promifcuoufly together. Far-
ther, all ‘phyfical indu@ions feem- to
prove that men and women fhould not
‘remain too long in couples, like birds,
and certain kinds of quadrupeds : the pe-
riods of love, geftation and delivery,

being firmilar amongft fuch animals as are

individuals of the fame fpecies, their fi-

tuations are conftantly alike, and the ge-
neral order cannot be interrupted, but for

an inftant, -by the competition of their

wants ; whereas, amengft mankind, de-

fire, and the faculty of enjoying it, per=

petually exifting, the union of the pairs

' might
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might be difturbed, whenfoever one fex
fhould find itfelf unable to anfwer to the
urgent invitations of the other fex.’
- It ts then difficultto define what humans
nature hath fixed, relative to the flate of
fociety ; but itis, at once, frivolons and
ufelefs to propofe thefe queftions: < Arg
“ men ina ftate of mutual and perpetual
“ war ?* ¢ are they born the friends or
¢ the enemies of each other?”... they are
friends, whilft lending to each other a re-
eiprocal fupport, they can the more eafily
fatisfy their muewal wants: they are ene-~
mies, whilft cireumftanees eftablithinga
competition amongft themfelves, feveral
ftrive to obtain that which one only can
enjoy. - The favages who fith fhould be
more united than the favages who hunt :
the Nomades/ 2/ (hould be more infepe-
: ' : rable

(a) Several nations or people were apciently fo
" called on account of their having devoted themfelves
* to the care of their flocks. As the richeft paftures
were the chief objeéts of their fearch, they fhifted
their abode as often as they perceived one fpot to ber
wore fertile than another fpot. K, '
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rable than ecither. Obferve the forefts im
the fummer: at that period, each anima}
is at peace and unity with the reft ; the
ftagsare intermixed with hindsand fawns,
they feed, they repofe themfelves.in large
herds; but, in September,, upon. this
lately quiet fpot, a furious war will kindle,
and all the wood refound with bellow-
ings. It hath already been obferved, that
this dreadful interval doth not exift
amongﬁ the human fpecics, who have no
particularly fixed time for generation.
Theirs fhould only be the paffing conteft
ar the momentary difpute.

‘This then is the refult of an attentive
ftudy of thefe important queftions. Is it
poffible to eftablith a moral fyftem on no-
tions at once fo frivolous and obfcure ¥
with fuch opinions, no reafonable travel-
kr, prepared to land upon an unknown
country, could rifque the leaft conje&ure
- on its legiflgtion or its manners. There
is nothing fo fantaftical and getraordinary
butaninftance of it may be found amongft

mankind.
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mankind. And muft we ftill difpute on
general principles, primitive laws, and
final caufes ? let us bid defiance to thefe
fublime ravings, for which nothing but
:genius can apologize, and reft contented
with the aflurance that the ftate of fo-
ciety hath effaced even the flighteft traces
of what is called the ftate of nature.

In fa&, what are civilizedmen? if cor-
rupted or éméndcd, they are entirely new
‘beings. They have, as it were, traded
and accomplifhed an interchangeof what-
© ever might refult from their reciprocal
acquaingancc.' Man, before this time,
fearched out and chofe his aliments; then
having fubfifted on them, betook himfelf
to reft: but, from henceforth, confining

him(elf, at frequent intervals, within his

‘walls, and either alone, or in company
with many of his {pecies, he neither raifes
nor prepares his food, but awaits, with
confidence, its arrival, although it be not
feldom fent from places more diftant than
fifteen hundred miles from his abode.

There

7/



%w INTRODWVECTION.

‘There are other defires, the covenanting
for which 4s lefs eafy; dnd thefe are the
defires of Jove. In.evenyprofeffion ssthich
we adopt, in every Jabour te which we
apply, woman is cffentially noceflary;
fometimes, indeed, the neceflity of :pro-
curing our fubfiftance, rifes in oppofition

to this other, no lefs imperious meceflity.
An attempt muft, therefore, be made to
reconcile the two. The manufa&urer,
the day-labourer, the fervant, and_' the
foldier can refide but little in the midft of
their family : -they takea wife, without
taking a companion, ner is it poffible for
them to acquire her, but by being united
to her in bpnds more clofe and lafting
than thofe, in which, the gentleft ftate
of fociety could ever have involved us.
The woman, alone, and ‘immerfed in
an "attention to her houfehold affairs,
is not léfs difobedient to the voice of
nature. At the call of intereft, mater-
nal tendernefs muft be filent. If it be
poinited out to her as a commendable

fru gahty,
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Srugality, /%) themuftfufferthe offsprings
of this imperfe@ union to be .difperfed
about the country, and fuckled by mer-
cenary nurfes., Scarcely have they at~
tained to the age of cultivating an ac-
quaintance ‘with their selagions, before
theyare banifhed from their paternal feats,
and immiured .in shofe prifons, calded <ol
leges, fohools and convenss.  Atlength,
when all thefe different firangers, who,
not,wnhﬁandmg, ufurp the names of fa-
ther, mother, fon, and daughter, dhall
have .met and become nnited, it will he
rabfurdly expected that the.children (hould
treat their parents with an obedience and
venerationsgual-to any which they might
have felt arifing from the zemembrance,
that under their roof, -their infant weak-
nefs

(%) It is on faving principles, that moft of the
women, engaged in profitable employments, truft
stheir children to ftrange nurfes : the care of an in-
fant at the breaft would occupy the:mother’s time too
imuch, .and ftop the progrefs of her work.
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nefs was protected, and their dependance
on that protection amply underftood.
We will expatiate no longer on con-
trafts fo exceedingly ftriking :  poffeffed
‘of too dangerous an attrattion, how fre-
quently have they occafioned the coolnefs
, of difcuffion, to degeneratc into agree-
-able, but frivolous turns of wit! fuffice
it to remark, that they do not prove what
is called the ftate of nature, to be pre-
ferable to the ftate of fociety, but, only,.
that the fenfe generally given to thefe ex-
. preffiots, is a very miflaken fenfe. If,
by the ftate of nature, the moft brutal
ftate exifting be folely underftood, it may
be faid to reign not more aimongft the fa-
vages, than-in our forefts and our fields.
- He who is become tired of his park, de-
clares in favour of a walk amongft the
meadows, becaufe he loves to enjoy na-
ture. Neverthelefs he fees nothing but
the fruit of a long and painfal work. If -
we regard as natural, all which is within
.the order of nature; all which is accom-

plithed
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plithed in confequence of its powers and

its laws, then is there a ftate of nature

as peculiar to the city, as to the country;

to the tradefman, as to the hufbandman;

to the man thatlaunches out into fociety,

as to him that buries himfelf in foli~

-tude. ¢/ To argue ftill farther: inevery
conditionis an irrefiftible attraGion which

impells all beings towards the acquifition

of the beft ftate that may be poffible; and

it is here that we muft look for that phy-

fical revelation whichis toferve as an ora-

cle to all the legiflators. The great error

is the conftantly withdrawing fome part

of the/idea from the other parts, and

giving way togeneral and empty decifions.

~ Do we feel outfelves thocked at the cor-
ruption which infe@s the great cities ?
Vor. I b ' we

{¢) That ftate in which all things are brought
about by a natural and perfe&t unravelling, may
be regarded as a ftate of nature: fram hence it -
plainly follows that political focieties are natural.
(ix srwy 3 @avpor S7s 7dr Plows woricior) are the words
of Ariftotle, in his treatife on republics. b. 1. ¢. 2.
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we oppofe to it the ruftic manners of the
bufbandman and the fhepherd. In our
addrefles to prefent, and our eulogies on
former kings, we cite Abraham, Ifaac,
and Jacob. If a fyftem of morals be re-
commended to an. opulent and com-
mercial nation, the Scythians and the
Spartans are brought forward as models
for its imitation. Were it not better to
purfue a different method? let cvery thing
that is faulty, without bsing at all ne-
ceflary, be prefcribed. Let alfe the nature
of thofe things, which are faulty, but yet,
in fome meafure neceflary, be examined
to the bottom; that is, let the refult of
phyfical circumftances be fo fcrupuloufly
fifted, as to accomplith the drawing of
the beft part that can be taken. Albna-
-tions cannot be undgr the famg govern-
ment: even in the fame . nation, fimilar
laws, policies, and cuftoms cannot be
adapted to the genius of every town and
every clafs of citizens ; yet all have a ge-

I ‘ neral
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neral pretenfion to the greateft advan~
tages, which can be fecured to them.

Peace is the firft blefling which a people .
 fhould implore. Peace is the great fource
of all order and of all good. * What ef-
forts can they make to give ptrmanence to
the benefits which they might enjoy, who
‘are continually engaged in preparations
, to attack others, or to defend themfelves ?
no land is cultivated, whilft the title tothe -
enjoymentsof it is litigated in a court of
juftice. War creates a ferocity of man-
oers. It holds out fuch obje@s of glory
and ambition, as the moft unpolithed
minds may feize with little difficulty, and
thus perverts our ufeful paffions by en«
nobling our vices, and every where fub-
flituting force in the place of juftice.
The firlt ftep, therefore, towards accom-
plithing the happinefs of mankind, thould
be to lengthen the duration of peace, and
leflen the frequency of war. Should this
ever happen-,- there will be fome room to
imagine that the alteration is in fight, and
b 2 that
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~ that its progrefs is already begun. Such
a refleCtion will engage us to pay a par-
ticular attention to whatfoever may relate
to this grand obje&. -To facilitate our
obfervations, it may not, perhaps, be im-
proper to cxamine, in this place, what
are the caufes of war; or rather, what
are the reafons which determine one fo-
ciety of men to attack another fociety.
The firft motive, which prefents itfelf,
is thedefire of quitting a fevere, unwhole-
fome climate, for a climate more mild and
healthy; abarrenland, for a more fruitful
land; an inconvenient habitation, for 2
more commodious habitation. Thefecond
motive is founded on a competition for fe-
veral enjoyments, either neceffary orufe-
ful ; fuch as the power of hunting, fith-
ing, and the pofleflion of mines, &c. A
third reafon may be difcovered in the ig-
norance and barbarity of fome yet untu-
tored people, who, deftituge of every idea
of moderation and equity, are apt to be
eafily exafperated, and make, for flight.
' offences,
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offences, the cruelleft reprifals. The
fourth caufe is no more than the con-<
fequence of the fame principle. It is oc-
cafioned by a ftupid credulity, on the one
hand, and the dominion of a delufive hie-
rarchy on the other: a government, at
once, tyrannical and intolerant, impofed
upon the eafy faith of human kind, by
the juglers amongft the favages; by the °
ancient priefts of ZAgypt, and of Athi-
opia ; by the Greeks, in the delivery of
thofe celebrated oracles, which the fir-
perftition of former times attributed to
God, and which the prefent times, have,
with equal fuperftition, imputed- to the
devil. - To conchude, the fifth-motive, of
all others the moft powerful, and yet the
moft concealed, derives its fource from
every vice inherent- to the conftitution of
the flate. Fhefe are thofe interior vices,
which may be confidered as the hidden
feed of almoft every exterior war:-in like
manner, the defe@s in particular fyftems
of politics give birth to civil wars.

b3 Were
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Were we to perufe the annals of hifto
ry, we, thauld perceive how jufily the
origin of all the wars might be referred
to one of thefe principles. If, alfo, we
- fhould 3t the fame time, difcover,. from
reflection, that the aGtivity of thefe prin-
ciples is- blunted and decaying, we may
r¢afonably hope that the conditian of hu-
manity-is fufceptible of amendment. On
the other hand, if an examination of the
moft eficemed aéts of particular legifla-
tures, thonld convince us that all {ocietics
- have formed themfelves in a ftate of war,
having no intention, fave thaf of defend-
+ ing themfelves at one time, and invading,
and plundering at another, the refult-will
ftill be, that again{t the future ages, the.
cxperience of the paft ages can prove
nothing. Let me go flill farther. If the
fole aim of all fociety and of all legifla-
. tion had been calculated, even to procure;
mankind the greateft happinefs,. its nog
having been yet acquired, can be no mat-
ter of aftopithment. . Fhe antiquity of
B : the
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the world is indeed attefted by phyfical
demonftration, but hiftory proves that fo<
cieties are ftill extremely recent; at leafts
they are recent in moft parts of the globe.
No; fifty generations (d) do net contain
too unlimited a time to be fpent in the

b 4 tafk

(d) Reckoning fixty yecars to the duration of
- man’s life, fifty generations will carry us back three
thoufand years ; that is, into the fabulous ages. I
allow that itis almoft impoffible for a fucceffion of
fifty perfons to have exifted, each of whofe lives:
compleated the conrfe of fixty years: but as only
the progrefs of knowledge is the matter in queftion,,
we need but reckon thofe men who died at an age
fufficiently advanced to have acquired all the expe«
rience of life. I know that it is univerfally granted
that the Chinefe empire hath been eftablifhed more
than three thoufand ycars; and that its forms of
-government (if accounts miftake not) are the moft
perfect and happy of all thofe of which we have any
knowledge. ‘The reft of the world alfo muft be far
advanced.” ‘Fhe wifdom and fability, peculiar to
the Chinefe government,. will' preveat me from:
taking any notice of it in the cqusfe of this work ;:
and, to confefs the-truth, I do not think myfelf
. fufficiently inftruted in this point to write on it i
a manner fuitable to my withes.

\
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tafk of arriving at the perfect knowledge:
of man, in his phyfical and moral ea-
pacity ; of eftimating all the prejudices
and.all the ridiculous ideas which owe:
 their birth, either to fear or hope; of
~ daring to. attack them in thofe intrench-
ments prepared for them by force or cun~-
ning; of forming a genius capable of go~
verning; of colle@ing every different -
circumftance which may contribute to
ftop the tyrantin an intended aét. of ufur~
pation; (an adt, the perpetration of which
may be effeted !by talents lefs elevated
than thofe required to eftablith erder and
the happinefs of the fubje&t) in a word,
of deftroying every obftacle which the:
* diftance of places, the difficulty of ar-
riving at them, and the varicties of linea-
ments, language, manners and opinions
had thrown up againft the reunion and
harmony of particular nations: Still let
us reft contented, thatreaders of a gloom-
iercaft thould turn afide with indignation
from thefe expreflions of our hepes: al-
' though
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-though they think it doubtful that the

focial world thould ever reach perfeion, .
yet may not this piGture of the condition

of humanity, through all its various re-

volutions, be fufficiently interefting to

awaken their attention? will they efteem

it an unbecoming employment, to exa-

mine the influence of every legiflation,

over the happinefs of the people? if fo

many authors have written the hiflory of
-men, will nooneread, with fome pleafure,

the hiftory of humanity? let us enter up-
on our courfe, not with the prefumption
arifing from the vanity which arrogates
to itfelf the merit of fuperior abilities,

“but with that confidence which anobje@,
noble and unlimited, muft naturally in-
fpire : a confidence, not regulated, alone,
by honeft and difinterefted views, but
aiming at the preference which is more
frequently given to efteem than to ce-
lebrity and applaufe.

AN
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ages, after this period, Sefoftris, at the head
of a formidable army, marches towards the
conqueft of feveral nations, of whofe name
he, undoubtedly, was ignorant. Thefe are
the moft diftant ras of the ancient, and
refpeable ZEgyptian monarchy, which, as -
it was diftinguithed by two viétorious kings,
fo, confequently, was it marked by two wars
exceedingly unjuft. The moft fingular cir-
cumftance was, that’ neither of the con--
querbrs feemed to defire the pofieffion of the
country, which he had overcome. After
~ having ereted fome monuments, and exaéted
tributes, they marched on, like travellers in
arms, determined to be the matters of every
place they vifited.

No one, not difpofed to affe¢t an univerfal
doubt of the authenticity of all ancient
hiftory, can difbelieve the exiftence of two
men, celebrated for intrepidity and under-
fanding, who have given rife to the accounts
‘which the Zgyptians delivered of their Ofiris,
and their Sefoftris: but the fabies, in which
thefe accounts are wrapped, the attributing |
the invention of agriculture to Ofiris, and
the antiquity of all the traditions drawn from
Herodotus, fufficiently prove that they relate

10}
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to the infancy of fotiety, and that they have
been disfigured by time. The moft incon-
trovertible teftimony in the writings of He-
rodotus, and Diodorus Siculus, alludes to
that long interval of peace, which the ZEgyp--
tian monarchy, above all others, enjoyed
after the expiration of the fabulous ages:
nor can we eafily give way to fcepticifm, if
we confider that thefe fame hiftorians who
have not tranfmitted to us the memorials of
‘any war, from the reign of Sefoftris, to that
of Apries, have, notwithftanding, enume-
rated the names of thofe princes, who filled
up this interval, and alfo entered largely into
the feveral particulars of their lives. -
If, in the beginning of this effay, it be"
poffible to unite the idea of an exceedingly
long, and almoft conftant peace, with the
idea of fo diftant and reputable a monarchy,
it muft prove a very favourable omen. It is,
then, clear, that whatfoever the nature of man
may be, good laws, and excellent admi-
niftrations can fupprefs the propenfities to
war. Had all the earth been peopled with
nations, governed like the inhabitants 'of
Zgypt, the problem of the poffibility of a
perperual peace might have been demon-
ftrated



10 AN ESSAY ON-

' ftrated by facts, or perhaps, never propofeds
no contradi@tien, however, can be brought
againft the fuppofition that the world may
oneday prove fufficiently enlightened, uni-
verfally to béar a mode of government, -to
which a fmaller portion of mankind had for-
merly fubmitted: All that relates to KEgypt
is fo well known, that it is unneceffary totire *
the learned reader with a repetition of that
matter which he hath fo often perufed in other
treatifes: I muft even imagine, that he is
ready to inform me, that, in truth, the
Agyptians enjoyed excellent laws ; ‘but that
the relation of thofe laws to the fupport of
peace, and the defire of confirming its du-
ration, is not eafily difcernible; that we
know but little of the real conftitution and
government of this nation, in which we ob-
ferve a king exceedingly conftrained, and tied
down to the minuteft forms;(¢) that we have
~ as

(e) Diodorus Siculus obferves, that the employ-
ments of the kings of Zgypt were fo exactly marked,
and portioned out into diftin& divifions of time, that -
they could neither eat, nor fleep;” nor, even enjoy
their own wives, but at the hour appointed by the
laws ; fo that their kings may be faid to have gotten
children, as our princes publifh their ordinances ; 'by
the advice of council.
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as little information concerning the perfon
who watched over the execution of, thofe’
laws, to which he was obliged to conform; -
that, whilt we are certain that their priefts
were invefted with great powers, we cannot
determine whether they were legiflative, or
refifting powers; and, in fhort, that all is
involved in obfcurity, till we arrive at that
detail, entered into by Diodorus. To this [
the more readily agree, asit operates in fa-
vour of my argument ; it'cannot be expected
that I fhould give my readers an.exa& infight
into the nature of ‘the government peculiar.
to the AEgyptians ; but fince fo many par-
ticulars are concealed from us, let us hold by
thofe we have : let us affert, wich Solon,
that if their laws were not, abfolutely, the
beft exifting, at leaft, they were the beft for
them; as having proved fo very efficacious.
Our niceft examinations intd this fubjeét will,
doubtlefs, be clouded with obfcurities ; yet
we fhall find fome excellent materials: the
long duration of this monarchy, the abun-
dance of its enjoyments, and the applaufe
which it hath received from every people,
and from every -age, fhould be fufficient to
confirm our moft favourable opinion of thofe

other
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other ¢ircumftances, with which we cannot
pretend to be acquainted.

On the contrary, if we turn’ our attention
towards the Affyrians, the Babylonians, the
Medes, and the Lydians, we fhall, every
where, obferve a defpotifm, the moft ab-
folute, a feries of victories, the moft abfurd,
an avarice infatiably colleéting riches, and an
extravagance which perverted them to the
worlft purpofes.

Ninus, the firft fatal ftar that Ihone in that
horizon,. hath ftained the page of hiftory with
cruelty, and injuftice.  He attacked, and de-
feated the people, fince called the Baby-
lonians. He made their king a prifoner, and
ordered that he fhould be executed with his
children. He, then, marched againfl the '
Medes, put them to flight, and having taken
Pharnus, their fovereign, he not only cru-
cified the unhappy prince, but even his wife,
and all his offspring : from thence, he turned
his arms towards Baétria, and added it to his
conquefts. Semiramis, the accomplice, the
queen, and the affaffin of this tyrant, did
juftice to the world in the deftru&tion of the
author of thofe cruelties.which they had felt ;

and in her turn committed crimes for which
the
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fhe (hould have met an equal fate... Her am-
bition approached to madnefs; fhe fubdued,
fucceflively, Media, Perfia, Lybia, and ZEthi-
opia; at length, as if the would have fub-
dued nature herfelf, the levelled mountains,
changed the courfe of rivers, and raifed,
even to the fkies, the monuments of het folly.
To thefe cruelly-heroic reigns, fucceeded
{fome intervals of repofe. There were kings,
doubtlefs, worthy of our applaufe, (for tra-
dition has not named them) whoe gaveman-
kind a breathing time, and were fo fortunate
as to difcover pleafures, the emjoyment of
which, was deftruftive to no. one. Sar-
danapalus, the laft of this dynafly, too ef-
feminate, but much lefs guilty than the
greater part of the chieftains of hiftory, hath
been treated with contempt by ancient writers,
whofe fpirit of inve&ive hath not been loft
‘upon the moderns. Like Darius, Perfius, and
many other princes, his empire was torn from
him, becaufe he did not gain a battle: and
yet, he chofe death in preference to ignomi-
nious bondage: no monarchs, with their
- queens, and children, were ever executed by
his command ; he never made his fubjects
groan and fweat beneath the toil of piling
Vou. 1. B _ ftones .
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ftones the one upon the other. The moft
pious authors have, notwithftanding, left
Ninus and Semiramis in the peaceable pol-
feflion of teputation, to dire@® the united
force of all their fatire upon Sardanapalus.
The Medes, having conquered Sardanapalus,
~ foon fubdued all Perfia. They, then, at-
racked the new Aflyrian empire, founded
by Beluss but whilft they were, obftinately,
purfuing this war, they were affaulted, in.
‘their turn, by the Cimmerian Scythians 5 and
after having been conftrained to divide the
empire between them, they got rid of their
inconvenient guefts, deftroying them by an
att of treachery, of all othets, the moft un-
manly. _ .
The next in turn is Cyrus. Hiftory doth
not declare, precifely, on what occafion the
war was kindled between this celebrated con-
. ‘queror, and a prince, whofe mingled lot of
good, and ill fortune, hath rendered him no
lefs remarkable. I mean Creefus, king of
Lydias a name in the mouths of many, who
are ignorant of his hiftory. It is equally
difficult to -affigh the real caufes 1o all the
other wars which Cyrus waged, and which,
-in the end, made him the foverrign of Afia.
So
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So different ;are the recitals of Herodotus,
and Zenophon, that every compesent reader,
obferving, on the one hand, fuch fabulous
puerilities,- and on the other, a moral treatife,
thrown into fcenes of ation, feems, as it
were, reduced to a kind of choice between
the Orlando of Ariofto, and the Telemachus
of Fenelon. Let us, therefore, content our-
felves with believing, that there exifted, in
former times, a conqueror named Cyrus,
who fubdued Afia, and founded the Perfian
empire.(f, ‘
pef B2 A fuf-

<.

(f) Mr. Rollin is far from having thrown much
light on the obfcurity of thefe diftant ages, He begins
by relating, with all the gravity of hiftory, the little
romantic details with which Xenophon has ' jugged
proper to adora his cyropeedja. It muft, however, be
confefled that' the infinuation that, pofibly, not 2
word of truth is in all this, frequently efcapes him : ne-
verthelefs, he continues to take the accoynt’ of all the
principal falls as far down as the battle of Thymbria,
from Zenophon. Then, fhifting round to the tefti-
mony of Herodotus, he will have it that Cyrus engages
in.a freth battle neay Sardis, where he makes him
have recourfe once more to the ftratagem of oppofing
camels, to the cavalry, without perceiving that all this
is but the fame ftory, varioufly related by two diffe-
reat authors, FHe goes farther, not to lofe the hiftory

’ ‘ of

-



6 - AN.ESSAY ON
A fufficient number of fatts hath already
been adtaneed in a work not hiftorical : let’
' us, naw, pafs on to thofe fuggeftions which
muft naturally arife; and firft, it may be ob- "
y ' , ferved

T

of Creefus, who, on the funeral pile, invokes Solon,
he fuppofes that this fame Cyrus, whom he hath held
out asa model to kings, had condemned his enemy,
to be burnt alive: and this he advances without
deigning to make the fmalleft apology for this extra-
vagant inequality in the charafer of his hero. I can-
not deny myfelf the liberty of making one more ob-
fervation. He had a greater advantage in printing his
work forty years ago, when the language met with
indulgence, than he could have expetted now. Here
follows an example of Mr. Rollin’s ftile : fpeaking of
Gobrias, the Aflyrian general, he fays: ¢ le roi mort
depuis peu qui en connoiffoit tout le merite, et le con-
fideroit ‘extrémement, avoit refold de donner fa fille
en marriage a fon fils.” 1 believe that every thinking
reader will be offended -with'this grammatical incefi,
which fo religious a man as Mr.Rollin, has made the king
of Aflyriacommit ; either the prince chofe to marry his
own daughter, to his own fon; or the daughter of
Gobrias, to the fon of Gobrias. In fome lines lower,
"Mr. Rollin talks of a citadel in which this fame Go-
brias lodged: (logefit)—lodge in a citadel! the an-
cient hiftary, and the Romith hiftory, which are, on
many accounts, valuable produttions, furnith faults

ftill more difgufting than thefe. ' .
. Having giiren, with the cold fidelity of a tranflator,
"the verbal confiru®ion of this note, the author muft
’ pardon

.
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ferved that as hiftory hath. not tranfmmcd to
us any accounts of the” govcrnment of the
people, of whom we have been treating, we
can only form a judgement from the appear-
ances of fats. Thefe appearances acquaint
us that the government was abfolutely mi-
litary, and defpotic ;. and(g) it is well known

B3 that

pardon me for thinking fome parts of it, inconfiftent
with his natural fpirit of liberality. The moft eminent
in the learried world have nothing about their charac-
ters fo facred, as to exempt them from a dete@ion of
their errors: but genius hath a title to refpe&, and
the difcovery of its miftakes, can never be too deli-
cately expofed. Itis impoflible to perufe the French
fentence; and the remarks on it, without a fmile; yet
it will not be, in either cafe, a {mile of, approbation.
The meaning of Rollin is eafily underftood, and this.
facetious expofition, was beneath the wit that made it.
The other charge is, indeed, of more 'confequence,
and requires an- abler advocate than I am, to confute
it. ‘The freedom with which our author criticifes the
flile of Rollin, will not eafily difpofe him, to believe
that the fincerity of Atterbury was equal to his com-
plaifance. A paffage in the letter which that exile
wrate to Rollin, runs thus: fi Gallicé fciffet Xenophon,
noén aliis illum in eo argumento quod traflas verbis
ufuru'm, non alio prorfus more fcripturum judicem.” K.
(g) It would be uncandid to attempt, in this place,
to conceal the eulogles which Herodotus, and Zeno-
phon have beftowed upon the ancient Perfians, Itis
' even

~
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- that & prince, ruling with unlimited aw-
thority, muft have facquired that authority
by the means of fuch an army as he could
not have been mafter of, unlefs that he had
waged war.. We fhall not,. therefore, he-
fitate to affign the vices of government, and
_the ignorance of political, and moral prin-
ciples, as the caufes of thofe wars, to which
‘'we have, already alluded. And, here, the
irruption of thofe Scythians who came from
the Bofphorus, is well worthy of our notice.
It may be feen, for the firft time, how thefe
inhabitants of the North, fpread themfelves
through the moft fertile countries, and tri-
umphed over the moft warlike nations. What
is ftill more extraordinary, they made the

fame

~

even neceflary to confefs, that (if Herodotus may be
believed) this people were lefs barbarous than our-
felves, as they never punifhed the firft crime with
death; and as the legiflature had enafted no penalty
againft parricide, from the principle, that infanity
alone could drive 2 man to the perpetration of fuch
an a&t : but, exclufive of the impoffibility that, merely,
good civil laws €an be fufficient to conftitute a good
form of government, it is evident that the manners
of the Perfians were more calculated to render the people . .
warlike, and vi€orious, than to infpire them with a
love of agriculture, and all the arts of peace.
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fame treaty with the Medes, into which they
entered afterwards with the Roman emperors;
" thatis to fay, they ftipulated with the ancient
pofleffors, for the enjoyment of a joint part-
-nerfhip in their lands, and for that fingular
manner of reigning with others, in quality
of guefts.(b) It is clear then that this fpe-
cies. of war refers to our firft principle: the
defire of quitting 3 rigorous climate, for a
more mild climate. o

(%) Confult the remarks of PAbbé du Bos, on the
French moparchy, in which this ingenjous amthor
proves, that the Franks, and the Lombards, who fettled
in Gaul, Spain, and Italy, gave ous that they were
the guefts (Kofpites) of the Romans, and that their
chief ftiled himfelf king of the Franks, and Lombards,
hyt not king of the Gagls, and of Italy. .

B 4 CHAP.
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CHATP IL

The meanf of eftimating the bappinefs of man-

kind,' and more particularly, the bappine(s of

. the people exifting during the firft ages of
. antiquity.

OUR inveftigation of the firft epochas of
hiftory muft prove exceedingly uielefs, if,
from the multitude of events with which it
prefents us, we were unable to draw fome
general falts; falts infinitely more certain
than thofe which have been fo feduloufly
tranfmitted to ws, and which, like grains
of duft, could have no weight, unlefs united
in a fingle mafs. The falls, to which-we al-
lude, are thofe important ones, which hifto-
rians have almoft conftantly negleted, as if

' .willing .
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willing to treat of every thing, excepting
that which was inconteftably true. Itis not
abfolutely certain that Cyrus, at the head of
one hundred thoufand Perfians, gained a vic-
tory over' five hundred thoufand Affyrians,
Agyptians, &c. or that Ninus built a city
more than twenty-eight miles in length ; bt
it is certain, on the one hand, that an army
well difciplied, and commanded by a war-
like king, triumphed over an ignorant, and
undifciplined multitude’; and, on the other
hand, that a nation of flaves, almoft de-
prived of fenfe, by the impofition of a gall-
ing yoke, were condemned to labour in obe-
dience to the caprice of a mad, and arbitrary

tyrant. \ :
Can we, amongft all the fpeculations to
which hiftory may give occafion, difcover
one more excellent and more entitled to our
attention, than that the great objet of which
is the -happinefs .of human nature? many
authors have, diligently, examined, how far
one nation furpaffed another, in religion, in
temperance, and in valour: bug no one hath
attempted to difcover which nation was the
happieft. Were the Agyptians, in this
refpect, fuperior to the Medes; the Medes -
to
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to the Greeks, and the Greeks to the Roe
mans? thefe are points, to determine which,

but little pains have yet been taken. If any

one hath ventured to difcufs the fubjec, his

conclufions hath been drawn from vague, and

infufficient principles. ' \

One great, and common error, amidft a.
multitude of other errors, is the confounding
thg people with the government. The peaple
are fuppofed to be happy, whenfoever the
government profpers : inftead of keeping in
view the good of individuals, nothing is con~
fidered but the growth, and duration of em-
pires, as if the public profperity, and the
general felicity, were two infeparable matters.
For this, the Cynic was, facetioufly, told
that he fhould have changed the maxim,
¢ falus populi fuprema lex efto,” into * falus
gubernantium fuprema lex efto.” I fhall have
more occafions than one to complain againft
thefe prejudices: but, for the prefent, I fhall
confine myfelf to thofe refle@ions which have
been fuggefted to me by the fa&ts under ex-
amination. J fhall begin by an affertion that -
1 do not think that any nation hath been
happy, becaufe it may have ereGted immenfe
pyramids, or magnificent palaces. On the

: contrary,
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contrary, I prefume that thefe fuperb edifices,
and vaft monuments, indicated the poor
condition, and limited abilities of the people
who affifted in the raifing of them. As this
truth refults from very extenfive principles,
1 cannot difpenfe with the neceffity of explain-
ing them. They belong to the fcience of
Economicks; a fcience equally difficult, and
obfcure ; to define it, hath been the bufinefs
of multitudes; but to agree in thofe de-
finitions, the lot of few. Thefe principles
. will, then, have fome merit, fhould they
prove true, and clear: and I dare flatter my-
felf, that, in fpite of the quantity of writings,
which have appeared on this fubjec, they
will not be deftitute of novelty. It is, indeed,
a cold, and dry difcuffion; but I fhould be
guilty of injuftice to the age in which I live,
“and to my readers, were I to feel an in-'

" clination to avoid it.
- In every attempt to eftimate the happinefs,
or the mifery of ‘the people, the impofts with
which they were laden, have been almoft the
fole obje&s of confideration. No eftimation
hath been made of the rigour of thefe im-
pofts, but from the mode in which they were
devied; that is, according to their nearer,
' ' or



)

44 . AN ESSAY ON

or more diftant approach to the form of a

~ tribute, and fuch a one, alfo, as the con-.
tributor was compelled to take from his pri-

vate purfe, and give to his fovereign. Now,
it feems to me, that there is a more extenfive,
and fure method of eftimating the condition
of the fubje&, as it may bear fome relation

to the prince, in cafes where the weight of

the tax prefles upon the firft; as thus:

'Firft: how many daysin the year, or hours
in the day, can a man work, without either
incommoding himfelf, or becoming unhappy?
one may perceive, at the firft gfancc, that
this queftion refers to the nature of the cli-
mate ; to the conftitution, and to the ftrength
of men; to their education, to their aliments;
- &c. &c. all, cafes, which may be caﬁly re-
folved.

Secondly, how many ‘days muft a man
work in the year, or, how many hours muft
he work in the day, to procure for himfelf

"that which is neceffary to his prefervation,

and his eafe? having refolved thefe queftions,
it will be no difficult matter to determine
how many days in the year, or how many .
hours in the day, may remain for this man to
dlprfC of :. that is to fay, how many may be
demanded
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of him, without robbing him either of the
means of fubfiftance, or of welfare: fo that,
now, the whole matter refts upon an exami.
* nation, whether the performance of that duty,
which the fovereign exalts from him, be
within, or beyond the time, which each man
can fpare from his -abfolutely neceflary avo-
cations.

In the interim, to draw from this expofi-
tion, all its rcfulting' confequences, we muft
. imagine that every part of the labour, exer-
cifed throughout the ftate, is equally divided
amongft a fet-of individuals. I would fup-
pofe, for inftance, that every man heing ob-
liged to build, furnifh, and maintain an
houfe; to procure, and drefs his viétuals;
to equip himfelf with cloathing, &c. &c.
muft, confequently be, at once, a mafon, a
tiler, a cultivator of the ground, a cook, a
weaver, a taylor, a fhoe-maker, &c. &c.
After this, it will be neceffary to calculate
either the number of days in the year, or of
houts in the day, which muft be fet apart for
this employment: and then, it muft be de-
termined what time he hath left upon his
hands, to be dilpofed of, in the fervice of
bis fovereign. Thus, thall we beled to a juft

decifion
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decifion on the happmcfs, or the mifery of -
the people.

Such as have exercifed their thoughts on
* thefe economical mattes, will, foon, perceive
that it is this remaining time, which will,
whenever it fhall be thus employed, produce
(cither for the fovereign, or that perfon who
may poflefs the right of managing it) the
met revenue, which hath given birth to fo-many
difputes. They will, alfo, be.convinced that,
if the demands of the fovereign become too
exceflive, the refult will, immediately, be, -
that the fubject, condemaed to diminith the’
number of thofe hours, which he had deftined -
to his own proper ufes, muft behold the fruits
of all his induftry, and tulture, fallen to de~
cay; in fhort, this fame fubjet, thus lofing
the neceflaries of his lec, muft cuher dcfert
- or perifh.

Let us, now, endeavour to lead the quetti»
on back, by degrees, to the propofed objedt.
Let us examine, for inftance, what con-
.cluﬁons, in fupport of the power, and the
happine(s of the ZEgyptians, may be drawn
from our knowledge of chofe immenfe mos
" numents, for the raifing of which, they have
been fo celebrated. This matter may be

feen
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feen in feveral different lights : “firft, the po-
pulation of ZEgypt having been extenfive,
it may have happenéd that the avocations
from the-other ufual, and neceffary labours,
"t0 thofe of affifting in the ftructure of thefe
vaft edifices, were not of fuch material con-

fequence, becaufe the work was fubdivided
" amongft all the individuals, who, by turns,
rehieved each other.

Secondly, thefe fame buildings might have
wccafioned. the employment of all that time,
which renfained to be difpofed of. |
- Thirdly, the population not having been

{ufficiently confiderable, the portion of leifure
time became too fmall, and occafioned a
breaking in upon the time that thould have
been otherwife employed. - '

In the fourth place, poflibly, the popu-
ation was not confiderable, but, at the fame
time, the wants of individuals were fo limit-
- «d, that they were unemployed enough to
" Jlabour, without inconvenience, in the fervice
of their fovereign.

It, now, remains to ‘dctcrmmc, under

-

which of thefe four predicaments the Zgyp-

tians fall. And, perhaps, this tafk is not fo
difficult as one might, at firft, imagine it to
. . be,
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be, confidering the great diftance at which
"thefe objets are removed from us, We
know that the inundations of the- Nile di-
minithed, and reduced, almoft to nothing,
the labours neceflary to culuvation. The
JEgyptians, therefore, were always fure of
enjoying plentiful harvefts at a fmall expence.
On the other hand, we have no reafon to fup-
pofe that thefe' people were very refined, and
extravagant, in the ornaments of their per-
fons, the fetting out of their tables, and
other fimilar expences. It will not, there-
fore, be impoffible to prove that each in-
dividual was employed but few days in the
year, or few hours in the day, in procuring
his neceflary conveniencies. Indeed, a fair
calculation might be made: it is a problem,
- which, being refolved by algebraical com-
putations, will - eafily afcertain the numerical
proportions. L - :
Cne very important circumftance, is, .that
this will, naturally, lead us to a definition of
luxury, and its effets. We may, at prefent.
call it, all the employment of time, which
.breaks in upon that, of which particulars,
" and the ftate, have a real want. According
to this principle, it would be an equal luxury,
were
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were a nation, either, to apparel themfelves
with a ftuff, which exalted, from each in-
dividual, an hour of labour, every day, or
to drefs the hair in a manner which, daily,
took up the fame fpace of time:. but thefe
two articles can only be confidered as aéts of
luzury, in proportion to their encroachments
upon that time, which cannot eafily be fpared
from more neceflary avocations.

And, here, I may be afked what poffibi-
lity there is, of afcertaining the quantity of
labour which each individual fhould referve
for his own ufe ? Were it to happen that one

* particular perfon fhould be uneafy, unlefs he
could be clad in velvet, would you efteem it
neceflary that fuch a portion of time fhould
be employed in the raifing of filk-worms,
and the manufa&ory of velvets ? perhaps fo.
And, why not, if that were poflible? but
the fa& is, that a fimilar inftance cannot
.arife. I fhall, therefore, have no occafion '
to anfwer this objeion, being able to ad-
vance-a general principle; and this principle
is, that the wants of particulars, fhould be

~ limited by the wants of the ftate; that is,
that private convenience fhould only follow
public fecurity, and that a certain enjoyment

Vou. L. C is
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is preferable to'an extended enjoyment. I
- will add, that it is this confideration, which
fixes limits to eafe; and to luxury; fo that
luxury may, equally invade the province of
the fubject, and the province of the fovereign ;
and (not to mention the pomp of courts) is
found as frequently amidit too numerous
armies, ‘as in the excefles of too magnificent
an apparel: in fhort, if the Sybarites were
too luxurious in their paffion for. effeminacy,
the Spartans were equally involved in too ex-
travagant a thirft of glory, and ambition,

It is an indifputable point, (or, at leaft,
there is room to think it, in this philofophi-
cal age, an .acknowledged truth) that the
firft object of all governments, fhould be to
render the people happy. On every occafion
- where (plans having been concerted to ag-
grandize the government) the fubjeéts be. .
- come conftrained to facrifice a part of either
thofe days in the year, or thofe hours in the -
day, fo neceffary to be employed towards
their own private advantage, unpardonable
excefles, and abfolute abufes wi}l, naturally,
creep in. On the other hand, if a foft, and
enervated people fhould refufe to furnith the
ftate with fuch a pertion of labour as may be

neceffary
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neceffary to maintain the public fecurity, they
will expofe themfelves, by fo negligent a
provifion, an eafy prey to the firft power that
may think proper to attack them: and this is
a misfortune which’ they quickly muft ex-
perience.  But, how often may circumftances
float "between thefe two extremes, without
ever meeting? it is this which multiplies, in
fo great a degree, the nature, and complexion
of either the mifery, or the profperity, vifi-
ble amongft different nations, and in different
ages. : .
We (hall give but a fmall number of in-
ftances of the warious modes in which thefe
caufes may a&. An ignorant, and flothful
people, knowing neither their faculties, nor
their wants, may remain in fo annihilating a
fituation, as not even to employ, in proper
ufes, as much time as might be neceffary to
eftablith them in the pofiéffion of a peacefuls
and advantageous life. It may, alfo, happen,
that the government, exalting from this
people, a certain portion of labour, may ac-
culom them to adtivity, and induftry; and
then, the fovereign, by augmenting the
number of days inthe year, or of hoursin
the day, which he might exact from the fub-
C:2 ject
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Je&t, would augment, in a fimilar proportion
the time which this fubjeét would employ to
his own advantage.
. On the other hand, were a people to exift,
who, enjoying a mild, and fruitful climate,
~and contented with the benefits of nature,
feel no uneafinefs of defire, we fhould pro-
nounce this repofe to be one of their chief
effentials ; and ill-concerted muft be that po-
licy, which could with to add any thing
cither to the labour which they had referved
for private ufes, or that labour which they
had deftined for the fervice of the ftate.
After all, it may arrive that the ftate may
exa& too'much from the people, without
haftening on a national decay : but the bad

confequences of this excefs are ftill exifting; . -

and if the fubject be not robbed of that which
is neceffary to fupport life, at leaft, he is
plundered of the means of making that life-
agreeable. .
May we not, now, infer that the firft cafe
is naturally applicable to the inhabitants of
the temperate climates, and even to the nor-
thern nations? that the fecond cafe extends
to the fouthern nations, fuch as the Italians,
the Greeks, and the Afiatics? and that the
third
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third cafe refers to almoft every warlike na-
tion, inhabiting the centre of Europe.

‘Another truth refulting from our prin-
ciples, and which we have already thewn, is,
that no nmet revenue exifts, unlefs it be at all
thofe times, whenfoever individuals are ob-
liged to work fo long in the fervice of the
ftate, as to break in upon thofe hours which
they intended to have appropriated to their
own private ufes. In Agypt, for inftance,
all the net revenue belonged to the king, to
the priefts, and to the foldiers; for it is re-
“markable, that, amongft this people, there
were, ftrittly fpeaking, no owners of lands.
The labourers, like the artifans, formed a
clafs of mercenaries; or rathef, the firft were
reduced to the rank of farmers, as they were
only the mere cultivators of thofe lands,
which belonged to the three great proprie-
taries of ftate.

That the net revenue of thc ZEgyptians
was exceedingly confiderable, will not admit
of any doubt; particularly, if we reflect on
" the great number of priefts which this nation
entertamed and the enormous fums which their
kings lavifhed on buildings: exclufive of all
this, they had, conftantly, on foot, an army of

C 3 o four
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four hundred thoufand men, which will ap-
pear the more extravagant, when we recol
le¢t that Diodorus Siculus eftimates the po-
pulation of 7Egypt, in the moft flourifhing
times, at a rate no higher than the number of
feven millions of inhabitants.(7)

We eannot very well determine whethet
or nio the- Egyptians had occafion for fuch &
multitude of troops. It appears, only, that
this nation was neither éngaged in broils, nor
in ' viétories, and, therefore, there is evety
reafon to fuppofe that fo numerous a militia
was neceflary to its prefervation. As to the
quantity of priefts, which it fupported, we
can ftile it _nothing but an immoderate fu- -
perfluity. It ‘was. the luxury of ignorance,

' of

© (i) I prefuhe that a fmall contradiftion is in this
* paffage of Diodoru.s, for, at the fame time that he only
allows feven millions of inhabitants to Egypt, he fays, .
that this kingdom contains a very great number of

villages, and more than eighteeri thoufand towns.
Now, were we to fitppofe that each town was peopled
with only a thoufand men, the number of inhabitants
would amount to eighteen millions. After this chap-
ter had been written, I met with the {ame obfervation
in a diflertation by Mr. Hume, on the population of
ancient natiohs. I fhall, hereaftet, haye mare occa-
fions than one, to avail myfelf of this excellent work.
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of all other luxuries the moft detrimental,
becaufe equally incapableof exciting induftry,
-and producing one agreeable enjoyment.

Let us, now, endeavour to form an efti-
mate of the happinefs which .the Agyptians
might have enjoyed, if, inftead of furnifhing
a fubfiftance for fo many priefts, and foldiers,
they had employed all their leifure time in
procuring the commodities of life: the con-
clufion will, too evidently, prove, that war,
and fuperftition, have always been the great-
eft obftacles to the happinefs of nations.

It follows alfo, from what we have ad-
vanced, that if a nation exifted, which, with-
~out being poor, produced no met revemse, .
fuch a nation would be the happieft in the
world : its individuals would employ all their
leifure time in continually adding' to their
profperity. But I fhall be afked, how this
nation could be thus happy, if it employed
" in labour the greateft part of its leifure time :
to this I anfwer, that there are particular
kinds of labour which add to our welfare :
for inflance, had men no cloathing, did they
repofe in the open air, they would be very
happy by employing a part of their time, in
building of houfes, and making of habits:

' C4 or

-,
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v
or in other words, it would -be extremely
fortunate for the taylors that there were ma-
fons, and for the mafons that there were
taylors. In like manner, the individuals,
whofe only food had been bread, whofe only
liquor had been water, might rejoice over
their increale of labour, if it furnifhed them
with the hopes of, one day, eating meat, and
drinking wine.

', Thefe principles are fo true, that, were
we to read hiftory attentively, we fhould be
perpetually induced to apply them. We
fhall perceive that, previous to the know-
ledge of the arts of précuring conveniencies,
;which declaimers call, the arts of luxury, in
the times, when unpolifhed, or (if it be a
more proper phrafe) frugal nations, covered
with only a fimple cloak, fubfifted on milk,
barley, and lupines :(%) at this period, I fay,

we

g

(%) Afpecies of common bean, much in ufe, amongft
the ancients.

Protogenes, drawing the picture of Jalyfus, is faid
to have taken no other nourifhment than this pulfe,
mixed with water, left the fire of his imagination,
might be damped by the luxury of his food. The
truth of this account is immaterial, but the leflon of

tem-
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we fhall perceive, that when population was
fenfibly increafed, the only ‘remedy known,
and in ufe, was the drawing of lots to de-
termine which of the individuals thould go
and feek his livelihood elfewhere.(/) In fad,
how couid this fuperabundant population,
thefe new ramifications of families, induce
the firft proprietaries of lands to redouble
their labour towards furnithing the means
of their fubfiftance? It is certain that this
could not have happened, unlefs thefe indi-
viduals laboured, on their parts, in works
capable of exciting the inclinations of the
firft inhabitants. \ ’

~ This, I believe, is the earlieft origin of

colonies. Let us prefent to our imagination’

an unpolifhed people, confifting of ten thou-
' ’ fand

temperance, which it contains, is not unworthy of the
painters notice : without fome exercifé of this uncom-
mon vertue, even the hand of Reynolds might err, and
all the glowing exprefion of Weft, become lifelefs,
and infipid. K.

(1) This policy was very oppofite to the policy of

Sir William Petty, who withed that, for the advantage
of Britain, the inhabitants of Scotland and Ireland
might be tranfported into England ; and that, after
this, thefe two kingdoms might be fwallowed up by an
innnda&tion.
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fand individuals, who, without any great
cffort of either care, or labour, cultivate the
ground which extends over their domain.
Let us fuppofe, farther, .that, inftead of an
increafe in the population, at the rate of five
thoufand fouls, the fame number of artifans
thould land, at once, in’ this country, and,
feverally, propofe to furnifh habits, .fhoes,
-wine, and various uterfils, in exchange fora
certain quantity of productions cultivated by
the firft colonifts: can it be doubted that
thefe individuals, excited by the defire of ob-
taining the conveniencies of life, would re-
. double their labour to augment their harvefts,
and, of courfe, the means of exchange?
thus, the enjoyment of one convenience would
lead to the acquifition .of another; new de-
fires would follow clofe upon the laft; and
‘the original Gmplicity of drefs, would, at
. length, break out into an attire as full of or«
naments, as the wardrobe of a theatre.

‘Such would have been the progrefs of our
commerce with America, if, inftead of de-
ftroying the unfortunate inhabitants of that
" extenfive country, we had been fatisfied with
- civilizing their manners. To thefe refiettions,

we may add the obfervation, that more co-

‘ ' lonies
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lonies might have been founded by republics,
- than by monarchi¢s. A fovereign will never
be a5 a lofs to find objeéts of labour, fuffi-
- cient to employ the whole flower of his
people: whereas republics neither ere@ py-
ramids, nor -plume themfelves' on having
planted trees on eminencies that touch the
clouds. It even feldom happens that they
carry on thofe ufeful, but expenfive works,
the accomplithment of which, muft be the
joint refult of power, and unanimity. Had
Rome been free at that period when fhe
counted fourfcore thoufand inhabitants, the
might, perhaps, have founded a colony, in-
‘ftead of building the famous aquedud, cg<
lebrated by the name, ¢ Cloaca magna,” It
is certain that Tarquin \ could not have exe-
cuted fo great an undertaking, -unlefs he had
compelled that clafs of citizens, referved for
the employments of Agriculture and trade,
to work fo much more than they would have
done,'if all the individuals engaged in this
enterprize had been difperfed amongft the

_ artifans and the hufbandmen. (m)
Let

(m) It hath been a matter of aftonifhment to man)-r
that Rome, at that-zra, not only ia her infant ftate,,
* ' . but
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-Let us, therefore, conclude this digreffion,
which is already much too long, by obferving
the impeffibility of eftimating the happinefs
of the people, in the firft ages of antiquity,
by either the frugality of fome, or the ex-
travagance of others. Their vertue can no |
more be-proved from the great fimplicity of

their

‘but engaged in war, could have conftrudted, in fo
fhort a time, this immenfe aquedu&. I have been
equally furprized atit; but we may eafily refolve this
problem, on our own principles. According to Livy,
and Dionyfius Halicarnaffeus, the inhabitants of
Rome, during the reign of Tarquin, were, in number,
eighty thoufand. Recolle& the fimplicity, and fru-
gality of the ancient Romans, and, then, calculate
the number of days in the year; or hours in the day,
which an individual was obliged to employ for his,
own particular ufes. Another method may be, to
examine how fmall a number of individwals was need-
ful to provide for the neceflities of the reft. A paffage
" from Dionyfius is a ftill fronger confirmation of this opi-
nion. Romulus, having conquered the Antemnates,
and the Ceninians, fent three thoufand to Rome, and
thought it fufficient to replace this number with fix
* hundred men. Hence, it appears: that fix hundred
men could cultivate as great a quantity of land, as
might be requifite to furnith a fubfiftance for three
- thoufand. In the colony of Cayenne, the Negroes do
not board with their maflers: thefe lak permit them
to employ every Satarday in the fortnight, in the cul-
tivation of thofe fields from whence they derive r.hen-
food.
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their manners, than their felicity from the
profufion of their mignificence. Through'
every period, ignorance, defpotifm, war, and
fuperftition, have, by turns, plundered man-
kind of the advantages with which nature .
had prefented them.

CHAP
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CHAP II

On the middile era of antiquity, and, principally,
the Grecian «ra.

THE fubje& of this chapter might in-
duce me to lead off, with Milton, and hail
the light which I, at length, difcover, after
having wandered fo long in darknefs.(z) If
I muft, ftill, call in hiftory to my affitance;
if it be expeéted that I fhould continue to
produce a relation of paft events, in fupport -
of the principles which I have eftablifhed, it
will not be neceflary to confult either the
childifh ftories of Herodotus, or the fabulous
‘ traditions

(n) “ Hail, holy light! offspring of heaven, &c.”
Paradife loft, book 3.
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traditions of the poets. I am how armed
with the authority of the moft refpectable
authors. I can cit€ thofe celebrated writers
to whom the prefent refined age looks. up as
models. Thucydides, Xenophon, Diodorus,
and Paufanias, at once enlightening each
other, have fufficiently paved the way to the
difcovery of truth. It is now certain that,
whatfoever variations of patriotic zeal, a fu-
_perftitious imagination, and, perhaps, too
pofitive a ftile, might have infufed into their
writings, the 'charatters of Darius, Xerxes,
Themiftocles, and Ariftides, ‘will defcend to
pofterity, as accurately marked, and as eafily
diftinguifhable, as the charaéters of Charles
the Fifth, Guftavus, De Witt, and Barnevelt.
As foon as we approach the Median war, but
more particularly, the war of Peloponnefus,
the veil of antiquity feems to withdraw itfelf,
and the light of hiftory beams, all at once, over
the paft ages. At the very name of Greece,
“enthufiafm becomes awake, and prefents to
our ideas a picture of vertue, courage, dif-
intereftednefs, and aufterity of manners, unit-
ed with pesfection throughout the arts; all
the delicacy of tafte, and all the refinements
of pleafure: fo capable is admiration of join-

ing
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ing fuch oppofite extremes! As for us,
having propofed to. ourfelves, when we un-
dertook this work, no other obje& but the
welfare of humanity, we fhall reft contented .
* with referring all to this fingle confideration :
it is on this, only, that we fhall ground our
commendations, and our cenfures,

Some citizens are affociated, in deference
to the advice of a brave and enterprizing
man.(o) Shortly afterwards magpnificent build-
ings arife, the feas are covered with innu-
~ merable fleets, and the great King is infulted,
attacked, and repulfed. Many rich and flou-
rithing iflands, together with a very confider-
‘able extent of coafts, are made tributary:
Athens, the amiable, the fplendid Athens,
rifes upon the ruins of barbarifm, and its for-
midable ramparts feem only deftined to afford
a fanttuary to genius and the arts.

On the other fide, an individual, whofcl
ardour was vehement, whofe difcernment
was profound, and, whofe difpofition was
auftere, conceives a projett to reform the
govcrnmcnt of his country. ‘Animated with

a {pirit

(o) This was Thefcus, who, firt, affembled at
Athens, the people before difperfed through Attica.
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a f{pirit of patrioti(in, he contrives and exe-
cutes the extroardinary plan of immortalizing
this enthufiafm, by perpetuating it, from
race to race. The haughty Sparta ereéts her
‘brazen front againft all Greece, and takes up
arms, with a determination to quit them no
more. '

‘What memorable exploits have fignalized
the infancy of thefe repub'lics! Marathon,
Platea, Salamina, and the Micel®, announc-
ed their future grandeur. In vain, did fe-
venteen hundred thoufand men land in
Greece: there remain two cities: but what
do I fay ? there remains only one: for Athens
is annihilated, or exifts but on the waves.
Xerxes is, notwithftanding, put to flight, and
purfued even to another continent. \

What valuable and facred bonds muft have
united thefe -rcPublics, which had been equal
fharers. in enterprizes fo glorious! Tyranny
muft difappear from every quarter; an in-
violable affociation muft conneét all the
members of Greece, to thefe two revered
heads, and peace muft flourith amidft the
defenders of ‘liberty.

It is, here, that we are obliged to change
" our language, and caft a fecond glance upon

Vor. I. D ) the
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the fame obyjeéts.  Shall we not, on a clofer
examination, perceive in the republic of
Athens, an ill-difpofed populuce-, vain, fri-
volous, ambitious, jealous, interefted, inca--
pable of marking out -a proper condué for
themfelves, and .grudging their chiefs that
fortune which they fhared with them: full
of fagacity in their difcuffions, but deprived
of it, when it is neceflary to deternvine : bi-
-gotted to an idle eloquence, always ready to
abandon the depths of argument, for empty
forms, and give the found of words a pre-
ference to reafon : unjuft to their allies, un-
grateful to their chiefs, and cruel to theit
enemies? . .. On the other fide, if we turn-
our examination upon the Spartans, and fcru-
tinize them more attentively, inftead of per-
ceiving the celebrated mafterpiece of mora-
lity, and politics, we fhall be at a lofs how
wo defcribethem, Are they a nation? yet they
cultivate no Jand; they defpife its produce,

. and claim a merit from difpenfing with it, as

much as poffible. Are they a focicty ? yet
the ties of families, of marriage, of parent-
age, of love, and of friendthip are cnt-ii"c-lyl
unknown to them. The bonds which jein
the women 1o their hufbands, are precarious,

and



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. * 67

“and uncertain: the children do not belong
to their own fathets: nature is fentenced to
be filent. Only one imperious vojce is heard.
The country expe@s, claims, and poffefles
every thing; and yet it neither gives, nor
offers, nor promifes any thing. What then
is Sparta? an army always under arms ; if it

. be not, rather, one'valt monaftery. Infact,
when we obferve, on the one hand, their
continual exercifes, their mock fights, and
their abfolute renunciation of arts, agricul-
ture, and commerce; and, on the other
hand, their fevere difciplines, their maceras
tions, their refetories, and their public ce-
remonies, we fhall be inclined to fuppofe

ourfelves, at one moment, in the fortrefs of
of Spandaw, and at another, in the convents
of the Camaldulians.(p) What heart, un-

- * D2 lefs

(#) The Camaldulians form a religious order, in-
fituted by St. Romauld, and take their name from a
fmall plain, called Camaldali, on the mount Apennine,
in the ftate of Florence. At firlt, the cells of thefe’
devotees were feparate, nor did they ever meet but at
the hoar of public prayer. . They, annually, obferved
ap inviolable filence, either during Lent, or the fpace
of one hundred days. Twice cnly in the week, they
quitted their fare of bread and water, to feaft on herbs.

Their
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lefs it were defended by the three-fold fhield
of erudition, but would fhudder with as
much terror, at the recital of the Lacede-
monian manners, as at that of the feverities,
pra&nfcd by the Fakirs,(g) and Jammaboes?(r)

,Already,

Their aufterities have been lately mitigated by new

" regulations, and as this hermitage is now becoming
rich, perhaps its inhabitants may foften, by degrees,
into fomething like men of the world. The founders
of thefe feéts were equally ignorant of human nature,
and its all-bounteous Lord. Whatever fuper[htxon,
and the extravagancies of religion may advance, it is
certain that the creature, who flies without relu&ance
from fociety,- is more than contemptible; and it is pro-
bable, that to the Creator, the rational enjoyment of
every thmg which he hath given us, is not the leaft ac-
ceptable a& of thank{giving. K.

(g) The mortifications of thefe oriental Monks ex-
ceed all belief. Some cut their bodies with knives;
others remain, a whole bfe-time, in one poﬁure It
hath been faid that the number of Fakirs in India,
amounts to more than two millions. K.

(r) ¢ The Jammaboes-are Japonefe hermits, divided
into two orders; the order of Tofanfa, and the order:
of Fonfanfa. The Jammaboes of the firft order are
obliged to climb up the dangerous fides of the moun-
tain Fikoofan, once, inthe courfe of each year. Itis
‘ridiculoufly, and perhaps artfully afferted, that fuch:
as afcend it, in a flate of impurity, are feized with.
madnefs. 'The Jammaboes of the fecond order, have,
alfo, their mountain, towhofe top they muft, annually

‘clamber;
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'Already, I feem to hear many voices raifed
againft me, and oppofing to my obfervations,
the power, and the duration of this republic.
They dwell, alfo, on the circumftances of
its having triumphed, firft, over the Perfians,
and afterwards, over all the Greeks. - It is
true, that they do not inform me, that-the
Athenians alone decided the fuccefs of the
Median war, by the vitory at Marathon,(s)
a victory, of which a vain pretext, extreme-
ly fufpicious on a fimilar occafion, deprived
the Lacedemonians. They, do not add, thae
they were, by turns, vanquithed: by all the
people of Greece ; and even by thofe the leaft
celebrated ; to begin, for inftance, with the

D 3 Meffinians,

clamber; and here too, the rath adventurer muft ex-
pe& to be dathed to pieces, if not free from all conta-
mination. Their food confifts of herbs, and water;
" they .pra@ife the moft fevere auflerities, and impu-
dently boaft that they are great adepts in magic: the
" multitade, too ftupid to dete&t the tricks of thefe re-
ligious juglers, have contributed not a little to fupport
their pretenfions, to the power of working mirae.
cles.” K. » ’
(s) It may be objeted that this vittory was no in-
gerruption to the fecond expedition of the Perfians:
but would the Greeks have gained the battle of Pla-
tza, if they had not felt that confidence which their
firft fuccefs infpired ¥
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Meffinians, and end with the Thebans.(#}
They are cautious of confefling; that it was

with the fuccours and the treafure cf the .

Perfians, that they accomplifhed the conqueft
of the Athenians, their ancient allies. But
when it fhall have been proved, that Sparta
was indebted to its conftitution alome, for al}
its fplendar, and length of exiftence, will i

: follow

(t) The war waged by the Lacedemonians, againft
the Ilotes, and the \Meflinians lafted more than ten
years, with equal advantages to each party.” Never-
_ thelefs, the Mefinians were not Monks of the reformed

order of Lyturgus. Thucydides (b. 1.) relates that thé
1otes having fled to Ithomus, the Lacedemonians were
compelled to avail themfelves of the affiftance of the
Athenians before they could take this place. In the
. famous war of Peloponnefus, the Spartans were defea.
ted at the {ame time, on land, and ‘at fea, by Alcibi.
ades. On another occafion, forty-feven of their gal-
lies were at firlt compelled to fheer off, and aftcr'wards
difperfed by Phormio, the Athenian, who commanded
only twenty gallies, In like manner, Thrafibulus
overcame Callicratidas who commanded the Spartan
fleet. No one is ignorant of their total defeat at
Leuéra, and Mantinea ; and that if Epaminondas had
furvived his laft vitory, Sparta had been ruined. Do
they who magnify {o greatly the advantages which the
Spartans gained .over the Athenians, towards the
conclufion of the Peloponnefian war, recolied, that in
the
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follow that fuch a conftitution could have
merited the approbation of an enlightened
and philofophical age ? if it hath not ren-
dered men either more vertuous, or (what is
much the fame) more happy : if it hath not
confirmed the felicity, either of Sparta her-

- Dg4 felf,

the courfé of this war, the former adopted the humi-
liating expedisnt of fénding embaffadors to. the latter
to fue for peace. And that even one of thefe embaf-
“fadors had. the meannefs to confefs, that nothing but
a fubfidy from the king of Periia, enabled his coun-
trymen to carry on the war. (See Diod. Sic.) It evi-
dently appears, that the fuccefs’ of Sparta, in the war.
of Peloponnefus, may be attributed to thefe three: .
caufes: the plague at Athens, the expedition to Sicily,
and the affiftance-of: the: Perfians. Now I fee no af:
finity between thefe three caufes, and the refeCtories
of Lycurgus. The injuftiee- which- reigned in the po-
licy of Spasta, was acircumftance {o well known amongft:
the Greeks, that Palyhius, endeavouring to paint the
Etolians in the moft odious light, as guilty of in- !
frattions in their treaties, compares them.to the Lace-
demonians ; he quotes, on this eccafion, two incidents,
by which they may be better known. Phebidas (fays he)
having made his eatry, treacheroufly, into the city of
Thebes, and become poffefled of it, the Lacedemo-
nions pnni{hcﬂ the author of the cBnfpiracy, but left
a gairifon in the place. After having proclaimed that
they reftored all the Grecian cities to their liberty,.
they appointea over them, every one of the governors
whom they had before fettled, there‘.

]
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felf, or of her neighbours, fhall we be ftill
fo blind as to lavith upon it fuch enthufiaftic
admiration, and that on the mere credig of
" Xenophon and Plutarch? If it be alledged
that the Spartans were happy, in fpite of their
poverty, and feverity of manners, it may be
anfwered, that the inclination . which the
greater part of their magiftrates felt, to pof-
fefs riches, and honours, is a proof that they
only. defpifed them, in proportion to their
being ignorant of them. Obferve a Paufa-
fanias(#) felling his country to the tyrant,

over

1

(«) The prefents, and the promifes of the king of
Perfia were irrefiftable temptations to Paufanias, al-
ready difgufted at the behaviour of the ailies. Not fa-
tisfied with having betrayed the Lacedemonian interefts,
he afpifed_ to the fovereignty of Greece. The Ephori,
jealous of his ambitious projects, recalled him, Con-
vincing proofs were as yet wanting againft a man,
whofe condu&® was violently tainted by the breath of
{ufpicion. At length, the Spartans were relieved from
this fufpence, by the evidence of a flave, who produced
a Jetter which he had received from Paufanias, with
orders to deliver it to Artabazes. The criminal, thus
" dete&ed, took refu'ge in the temple of Minerwa. The
door was blocked up, whilft his mother, a female Brutus,
aflited in the punifhment of an unworthy fon, and
brought the firt flone, to prevent his flight: in this
confinement, Paufanias was ftarved to death, K.
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over whom he had lately triumphed; and

- {elling it, even.in the very moment, when
he was intoxicated with fuccefs at Platea.
Behold a Lyfander bargaining with the go-
vernors of the Perfian provinces, for the fate
of Sparta, and of Athens: a Gylippus,(x)
who robs his general, and, at once, reveals
to his countrymen, the treafure and the theft.
Such were thefe citizens; at home, humble
and fubmiflive; abroad, arrogant, ambitious
and tyrannical ; in thefe refpc&s, like bold,

’

~ intriguing monks, who, after having over- -

thrown provinces, and even whole ftates,
perceive themfelves compelled to retire again

within their cloifters, where, in filent indig-

nation, they bend beneath the laws of obe-

dience and aufterity. :
- What

(%) Lyfander,. wha had received prefents, in return
for promifes, which he never intended to perform, en-
trufted to Gylippus, the care of conveying to Sparta,
the treafures which had been colleCted, during the
campaign, and which amounted to fifteen hundred ta-
lents, exclufive of the crowns of gold, given by the
different cities. Gylippus unripped the facks, at the
bottom, ftole three hundred talents, and then, having
very dexteroufly fown up the openings, concluded that
it muft be difficult to dete& him ; he was miftaken : the
written accounts of the enclofed money were concealed
within each fack, and betrayed his treachery. To avoid
death, hefled into exile. K.
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"~ What hath been already advanced, may
ferve to afcertain the vertue of the Lacedemo-
nians. On this occafion, one might fafelg
appeal to their admirers, who have never yet
been able to difguife from us, that inhuma-
nity fo confpicuous and univerfal amongft this
people, and of which no other country fur-
nithed an example.
We with that it were poffible to conceat
the exiftence of a government, fo ferocious,

as to have judged it proper to have treated |

men, as they would have treated favage
animals, whom it might be neceflary to de-
ftroy, as often as they mukiplied too faft.
As we prattice the hunting of ftags, and
wild boars, fo, the Spartans fent their young

men to the chace of the Ilotes. When thefe .

unfortunate wretches became fufficiently nu-
merous to give uneafinefs to their malters,
all kinds of ambufcades were placed to en-

fnare them ; their affailants concealed’ them- .

fclves, at cne time, behind the thickets, and
at another time, taking the advantagc of the
night, they traverfed the country, and mur-
dered every individual whom they met, in-

capable of defending himfelf.. What renders -

this cuftom ftill more horrid, is, that'it was
C oot
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not the mere refult of an a&t of momentary
fury, but of formal habit, and bare the
name of “Kruptia” from the Greek word
¢ Kponlw, to hide ones felf.. At the relation of,

fuch fhocking circumftances, the pen drops -

from my hand; but my indignation is lefs
dire@ed againft the Spartans, than againft
thofe authors who have, coldly, tranfmisted
to us, the detail of thefe execrable falls,
and, complaifantly, expatiated on the praifes
of the barbarous people, who committed

them. Hence, I have been induced to think‘ '

that hiftory, thus written, may become too

dangerous to be perufed by yvouth, in ge-

neral, and by young princes, in particular.

It feems a kind of high treafon againft hu- '

manity, to mention fuch atrocious faéts,
without invoking pofterity to turn from
them, with horror. .-

After fuch inftances, it would be needlefs .

to dwell- upon the bafe, and groundlefs
jealoufy, which, towards the clofe of the
Median war, provoked the Spartans to hinder
the Athenians from building their walls; or
to relate the fnares prepared for the immortal

Themiftocles ; the maffacre of the Athenian .

Grecks, or the allies of Athens, at the open-
ing

\
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ing of the Peloponnefian war; and their ad-
-vifing the people of Syracufe to put to the
fword all that Athenian army, which had
been forced to furrender themfelves prifoners.

Such was the virtue of Sparta; and fuch
was the morality of that republic, which be-
came an example to Greece, and which hath
been fo often propofed as an example to our
corrupted ages. O philofophy! O reafon !
O humanity! fhall the man of learning, and’
the politician, at no period, be introduced to
your acquaintance ? '

It ‘were to be wifhed, at leaft, that the con-
du& of the other Grecians, had been contraft-
ed with the condu¢t of the Lacedemonians :
but it-cannot be denied that humanity was a
vertue to which thefe people, in general, were
ftrangers. In vain did learning, and the arts
arrive to fix their abode at Athens. The de-

 crees iffTued againft Mitylene, and the in-
habitants of Sicyon, are fuch monuments of

cruelty, as fufficiently prove the fuperiority

“of our modern philofophy, over that which
could accomodate itfelf to fuch abominations.

-1t is beyond difpute that their articles of war
permitted the putting of prifoners to death.

The Corynthians, the Corcyrians, and the

‘ : - other
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o;\ier people of Greece, to be lefs celebrated,
were not lefs cruel than the Spartans, and
Athenians.(y) In fhort, we are obliged to
confefs that what is called the fine age of
"Greece, was a fcene of torture, and punifh-
ment, inflicted on humanity.

Let us, now, haften to obviate the dif-
agrecable conclufions, which may be drawn
from fuch a confeflion. Is it poffible, then,.
(it will be faid) that this zra, enlarged on
with fuch expreffions of horror, can be any-
other, than the ®ra of the fine arts, and po-
“lite literature 2(z) If, as the human under-
ftanding became enlightened, the depravity:
of the heart increafed, what hope have we.

. from

fy) Atthe beginning of the war of Epidaurus, the
Corcyrians, after an advantage gained over their allies,
the Corynthians, put all fuch prifoners, as had aot
been born in Greece, to the fword.

(z) Ihave been {o unfathionable as to rejeét the ex-
preflion * belles lettres” which hath been naturalized in
our tongue as early as in the time of Addifon, if hot .
earlier.  The exaltnefs of the other, is to admit of fomething
like difcourfe, efpecially in awhat regards the belles lettres.
««s.Tatler. Pethaps, I have not rendered the original-
into a term equally fignificant, but I fee, with indig-’
nation our excellent language, too often deviating to-
wards a Gallic phrafeology, and that I might avoid ir, .
have ufed every freedom of conftru&tion allowable in
the fidelity of tranflation. /K.
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from the prefent and the future ages? what
- relation then doth the progrefs of the mind,
bear to the augmentation of public happinefs?
Here, a croud of anfwers pour in, at once,
upon me: Iam puzzled, either how to chufe,
or in what manner to digeft them. Let me,
however, begin by afferting that the human
underftanding proceeds at a flow, and gra-
dual pace. Its infancy is emplqyed in the
cultivation of painting; fculpture, and ar-
chite¢ture, which we may call the agreeable
arts; and in the ftudy, and profeflion of po-
etry, and mufic, which we may ftile an ex.
ertion of frivolous talents. A tafte for.dif~
- cuffion follows at fome diftance, and is at-
tended by a fubtilty of reafoning, a fpirit of
controverfy, and a Logomachia ;(a) till, all
_apinions becoming equally falfe, and equally
fpecious, reafon, fatigued with floating in un-
certainty, embraces the fide of doubt, and.
' ex-

(a) Thefe dialeQical fubtilties are, facetioufly, ri-
diculed by Lucian, who, after having obfervkd that
the Sophifts fupported their opinions fo well, that they
were perpetaally crying out either yes, or no, as they
affirmed, or denied, adds that they may be compared to
fleepers, in'a carriage, whofe wavering heads feem,
by turns, tonod in contradiltion, and with :fent.
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experiment, and thus forms, by littlé, and
lictle, the true, and (if one may fo call it)
the laft philofaphy. .

1, now, apply this principle, and examine
+ what progrefs philofophy, and politics have
made amongft the Greeks. A judgement
may be formed of philofophy, by adopting
two methods: the firft method is to examine.
it, as in itfelf; and the fecond method is to
obferve the alterations which it hath produced
in the manners of the people.

It is well known that, before the time of
Socrates, philofophy had abfolutely neglected
- morality, to indalge itfelf in the empty fyf-
tems of cofmogony, and thcogony 3(8) (¢)

and

(4) Socrates boafted of having occafioned philo-"
fophy to defcend from Heaven, where fhe had been
confined, and give him her hand that he- might lead
her back to earth, It muft be confefled, that, then at
leaft, fhe fat out upon an idle journey. She mighe,
certainly, have been more ufeful, not only when fitu-
ated in Heaven, where fhe might have difcovered the
planetary fytem; but when above the furface of the
earth, where, by dint of obfervation, the might doubt-
lefs, have acquired a knowledge of fome phyfical
truths, more ufeful to men, than all the morality of
Plato : and, here, it may be rémarked, that more
ecrors than might be, at firft, fufpe&ted, derived their

" fource
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and that, even, when the fcholaftic tafte was

~ veering round to the ftudy of morality, this

fcience ttill retained much of its predominant -
fpirit, nor ever became fixed upon a folid bafis.

‘But were we to judge of caufes, by their ef-

fects, could we flile that people philofophical,

~ whofe individuals were addited to the moft

~

extravagant fuperftition;(d) who were not
" cruel

fource from an ignorance of phyfics ; and that it is
impofiible but that, in the long run, a good phyfical
fyﬁem muft introduce a good philofophical fyftem.

" (c) The Greeks were engaged in feveral wars, on

~ a religious account, before the war of Peloponnefus.

One of thefe wars, and the Perfian wa.r, undertaken by
Philip of Macedon, pointed to much the fame ob-
je&s. . ' :

(d) It is exceedingly ridiculous to obferve Sparta,
and Athens, at the beginning- of the Peloponnefian
war, ready to conteft, even with violencé, for the firf
rank, and the government of Greecé, and opening
their debates with mutaal, and childith reproaches,
on account of pretended aéts of profanation. Efchines,

. in his harangue againft Ctefipho, relates, alfo, that,

in the time of Solon, the Acrogallides, and the Sy-
rians, having profaned the Delphic temple, ‘the oracle
dire@ed that a war fhould be waged againft thefe
people, that tliey fhould be reduced to flavery; and:
that their lands fhould be confecrated to Apollog
Diana, Latona, and Minerva: by thc advice of Solon,
all this was executed.

-
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cruel to their enemies, alone, but {till more
fo to thofe whom fortune had thrown within
their power ; and who, infenfible to the be- .
nefits of nature, and all their proper ufes,
placed their whole happinefs in glory, and
their whole glory in war ? no, if wifdom be the
art of living in felicity ; and if (as its name im-
ports) philofophy be, truly, the love of wif-
dom, then, the Greeks never were philofophers.

Nothing, new, remains but the fcience of
politics : to ftrip thefe celebrated republicans
of their pretenfions to this fcience, doth not,
at the firft glance, appear an eafy tatk. Yer,
even under the poffibility of being accufed of
having rifqued a rath opinion, we fhall not
{cruple to advance, that their knowledge of
politics was exceedingly imperfect, and much
like that which they had formed of morality,
"and philofophy. It will not be difficult to
prove this, whether we confider their fyftem
of politics, in its general relation to the.na-
tions amongft themfelves, or in its more dif-
tin& relatior: to the particular government of
each people. The firft point of view pre-
fents to us, the Greeks, rath, and inconfide-
rate ; relinquithing the project of a neceffary
confederacy, almoft as foon as they had form-

Vor. L E ed
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ed it; eftablithing. a fpirit of tyranny, and
ufurpation, in the two chief .republics, with-
opt fixing any equal balance of power, in the
reft : Sparta, and Athens, ambitious without
principlc; confining all their politics, -the one,
within the forcible eftablithment of an Oli-
garchy,(e) and the other, within a no lefs
yiolently .conduéted - introduction of Demo-
cracy ; the firft, in fhort, fo forgetful of
. juftice, and her real interefts, as to have re-
courfe to the king of Perfia, and, thus, avail
herfelf of an enemy to injure her allies. If
we, next, examine that interior fyftem of po-
litics, which determines on the form of the

.go-

(¢) Sparta not contented with having eftablifhed Oli-
garchy, in preference to Democracy, hath incurred
‘the indelible, and infamous ri:proach, entailed on all
advocates for tyranny. Witnefs the thirty tyrants of
Athens, and the prote&tion which fhe granted to Dio-
nyfius the tyrant againft the people of Syracufe. It
muft be added that we are far from being the fole ac-
‘cufers of this repubhck for havmg promulgated the

« firft principles of a policy fo pernicious to humanity,
Salluft hath long fince given us the example. ¢ Poftea
vero quam in Afia Cyrus, in Grzcids Lacedemonii,
atque Athenienfes teepere urbes atque nationes fpbigere,
libidinem domxnandx caufam belli habere, maxxmam
glonam in maxuno imperio putare, &c.... in (,anl



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 83

~government, we fhall perceive that, here, as -
in all other things, ‘the Greeks manifefted a
greater fhare of fpirit, than reafon. And yet,
whatever liberties we may have taken with
the Spartans, we cannot, poffibly, pronounce
the name of Lycurgus, without offering a
tribute of admiration to the fagacity of his
mind, and the extent of his genius. It is
not to be denied, but that his laws were con-
ceived in an uncommon depth of thought,
and that a very fingular unity pervaded every
. part of his plan, But was his proje¢t a rea-
fonable projet? 1 pafs over in filence,
that particular idea of making,. entirely,
a people of foldiers, and I allow that the
Spartans fhould have been as regularly
brought up to the profeflion of arms, as
‘Emilius, to that of a carpenter ; but if, to
fix the maintenance of liberty, defenfive
wars, only, were undertaken, would it not
have followed that fooner, or later, having
neither walls, nor ftrong holds, they muft
have been as effetually fubdued, as :'they
concluded themfelves ‘to be, after the: battle
of Leuttta? {f their courage, and difcipline
enfured to them no decifive advantages, there
muft have arifen an abfolute certainty, thar,
: Ez2 . . with
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with the nature of their conquefts, their
{pirit muft have, alfo, varied; and that,, by
~ degrees, they muft have affumed the man-
‘ners, and the vices of the people, whom they
had fubdued ?(f, might they not, al{o, have
forefeen, that, at fome future period, the
new improvements in the military art, would
render money as neceflary as valor towards

the fupport of war. Was it natural, in this
‘ cafe,

€f) 1 fhall have more occafiens than one to remark,
~ that, a ftate” of eafe, and ¢ranquility, a rich fyftom of
agriculture, and an altive indufiry, are the goals to
which every ftate direQsits courfe: for this reafon,
1 have ventured to compare the greater part of our le-
' giflators, to thofe fenfible perfons, who, having met
a troop of men, upon the road, gave them the moft
excellent direétions in what manner to condu& them-
felves on their way 3 but'as they had made no provi-
‘fions either againft their arrival, or to accomplith their
eftablithment, this multitude, having reached the end
of their journey, perceive themfelves entirely difconcer-
ted, and equally unable either to fix their refidence,
or to return.

" Such, perhaps, at prefent, is the fate of the Englith
eolonies., In this refpe®, Locké was the wifef, and
Lycurgus the moft rath of ali the legiflators. The former
flipulated that his laws for the province of Penfylva-
nia, fhould only remain in force during one hundred

"years ; and the latter is faid to have facrificed his life
iuthe attempt to render his decrees immortal.



'

PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 85

cafe, for Lycurgus to fuppofe that his repub-
lic fhould receive their pay, as foldiers,
from thofe tyrants who were the enemies of
Greece? In other refpects, thould not the
great dlffcrcncc between the feverity of the
d1fc:plme at Sparta, and the eafe enjoyed at
the camp; the infignificance of thefe kings,
in times of peace, and their unlimited confe-
quence during the war, have opcratcd as
reafons for involving the republic in dlﬂicu]t'
and dangerous battles, threatening to ter-
minate in either their deftruction, or their
flavery? if it be objefted to me, that the

~ laws of Lycurgus preferved their force,

through a term of more than fix hundred
years, my reply is, that the neighbours of
Sparta were for a very long fpace of time, ill
inftructed, and badly governed; nor is this
inftance ‘more fingular than that inftance fo
evident amongft the Iroquois, and feveral
other American nations, who have long ex-
ifted under the fame laws. The really flou-
rithing ftate of Athens began not till after the
clofe of the Median war, and from this

_ epoch, to the battle of Leuétra, little more -

than one hundred years are fuppofed to have
c]apfcd The Thebans, who imagined that,

Es. by



8% AN ESS5AY ON

by the -fuccefs of this attion, they fhould
have deftroyed the Spartans, to all intents,
and purpofes, had been diftinguithed at the |
opening of the former wars of Greece, only,
by the contempt which they had drawn upon.
themfelves, in the Median war. The battle’
of Mantinea, and the univerfal conqueft of.
Greece, by Philip, and Alexander his fuccef-
for, may be comprized almoft within the
fpace of twenty years; fo. that the event ra~
ther condemns, than juftifies the conftitu-
tion of the Lacedemonians: and here, indeed,
the event fell, as it might have been ex-
pected to fall, on individuals whofe. confti-
tution was calculated to ftartle their nature,
but not to convince their: underftanding.(g)- .
It is unneceffary to take any great pains,,
to prove that the government of Athens was:
corrupt. Every one hath read the works:of;
Demofthenes, and Thucydides; two cele-
brated.

(g) It may be proper to obferve what Pelybiuns.
(b. 6.) hath remarked concerning the republics of
Sparta, and of Rome. He proves, that the laws of
Lycurgus were but ill fuited to the agggandizement of-
the republic, however they might appear to tend, all,,
to that point; whereas the Romans might have en-
creafed their grandeur, by adhering, merely, to the -

principles
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brated Athenians, who' have, with fuch acs
curacy, tranfmittéd to us' a picture of the
manners ‘of their .country, and: who. have
equally‘, excelled 5. Demofthenes by the force;
and TFhucydides by the truth of hls colour:
~ ings..

It appears, in gr:ncral ~that- the governs
ment-of Athens was never in any. very. great
"repute, What, in fa&, fignified the fenate
compofed of four liundred perfons; and that
mixture of Ariftocracy, +and. Democracy;
which cﬁabllfhcd diftinftions in - properties;
withiout reducmg them -to- the ftandard of
their influence over public affairs ? for, in the
laft - refource,. every thing was referred toa
popiilace, whom they could aflemble, and
ha’rangu’c without form, and witholit precau~
tion.

There will be no occaﬁon to mention
the other ftates of Greece. Itis fufficient

E4 ‘ to

principles of their conftitution. Thus, only, can we
judge of ancient governments: if, folely, their power,
and not the happinefs of individuals, became the ob-
je& of their views, they muft be condemned, as often
as they appear to have referved to themfelves, a prin-
ciple, which contradicted the end, which they had
intended to accomplifh.
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to obferve that their government was re-
duced either to a tyrannical oligarchy, or to
a tumultuous democracy, each of which de-
generated into two faltions; the faction of
the great, and the fa&tion of the inferior ranks
of people ; the faction of the populace, and -
the faction of the opulent.

Were we not apprehenfive of anticipating
the reflections which we muft referve for the
conclufion of the work, it would be no un-
pleafing tafk, to reft a little over the com-
parifon of modern republics, to the antient
republics. What fubje@s, for admiration,
fhould we not difcover in that wifdom which

- prefides over the federal governments of
Switzerland, and of Holland ! how muft we
applaud their permanence, and, particularly,
the heroifm which founded them! dn he-

+ roifm, at'once, caleulated to excite intereft,

and admiration, fince it nourithes, and pro-

" te@s the moft natural fentiments ; the love
of our properties, the defire of living with
aur wives, of educating our children, of
cultivating our fields, and of worfhipping

our God with fuch a mode of homage, ad
may be the moft plealing, and the molt

fuitable.
But
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But the admirers of antiquity will fay: We
freely permit you to lead us, from argument
to argument, until the Greeks fhall have
been ftripped of thofe.two advantages, the
poffeflion of which hath hitherto, particu-
larly, redounded to their repuation : what fo-
phiftry, however, can be fufficiently fpecious
to perfuade us, that this people excelled not
in poetry, eloquence, -painting, and archi-
teGture ? If you cannot deprive them of the
credit of having enjoyed thefe accomplith-
ments, are you firmly rooted in the belief
that they have, not equally excelled in thofe
other particulars, a fuppofed defet in which
hath drawn from you this thoughtlefs con-
demnation ? \ ‘

This argument would, doubtlefs, carty
fome weight with it, were it to be judged of,
only, at firft fight : but it will fall, at once,
on the affignment of the reafon, why the
perfeétion of the fine arts ought to have pre-
ceded, at a confiderable diftance, the ac-
complifhments of the rational fciences. This
object might, of itfelf, furnith mateer fuffi-
cient for a differtation, but, in this place,
it 'is only neceffary to obferve ; firft, that
the lefs inftructed the people are, the more

the
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. theimagination is liable 'to'become poeticaly
and that, ‘probably, a multitude of barbarous
nations have only wanted a’ fine' language,
and more celebrity, to have been capable of
tranfiitting to ‘us, poetical compofitions,
like thofe of the Greeks: witnefs the poems
in the Erfe language,(b) thofe of the Scan-
dinavians,” &c. Secondly that it is exceed-
ingly " natural. that eloquence fhould flourifh
in the ' midft of a people governed by orators.
In fat, this art was fo dependant on the’
particular’ nature of the government, that
it was driven forward to its perfeion, at
Athens, and- abfolutely unknown at Sparta.
Thirdly, that the exceflive fuperftitiori of the
* Greeks, having induced them to build fe-
veral temples, and to fpare no expence in
thefe particulars, the architeéture of the out-
e ) ward -

(%) Let the philofophical literati folve this problem.
Why do the poems in the Erfe language breathe the
nobleft, and fublimeft fentiments; the fentiments of
-love, glory, honour, a veneration of aneeftry, patri--
otifm, &c. whereas.the fentiments fcattered up, and’
down the Iliad, are bafe, and vile : fuch, for inftance,
are, the defire of plunder, the low ambition of en-
joying the beft thare at a feaft, the exafperated violence
of paffion, tranfporting itfelf into aé&s of barbarous, .
and cowardly revenge, &c ?

1
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ward decorations ought, in courfe, to' have
made a great progrefs amongft them : I fay,
the architecture of the outward decorations;
for it is not perceptible that they have ap-
proached to our modern architeds, in the
workmanthip- within, which: is a- proof that
their progrefs, in architecture, was owing to
their rage of mifing temples. Asto feulp-

ture, it is well known that the‘ athletic ex-

ercifes were, of themfelves, fufficient to form
able ftatuaries. Men, deftined' to appear
naked in public, could not avoid an atten-
tion to and practice of the fineft poftures;
nor want the faculty of difcerning when they
were either more, or lefs graceful. In their
public games, where wreftling; the pugilatus,
the pancratium, &c. (§) were performed;’
every attitude was to be ftudied, and all the
combinations of elegance, and ftrength, par-
ticularly marked. What a fchool was ‘here:

' : ’ - for

!

. (i) The pugilatus of theantients was frequently ate.
tended with confequences more fatal, than the confe--
quences - arifing from the bruifing matches, fo peculiar. -
to my fellow countrymen. The latter, contented with-
the exercife of the naked. filt, have, in general, not
only furvived the battle, but preferved their features,
: ‘ ’ and:
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for painters, and fculptors! the moderns
have only faces to infpire art, and, I had
almoft added, fentiments. Let us, alfos
- fee what has been done for them.- What
painters, what refemblances in bufts, brace-
lets, fnuff-boxes, &c! Imagine, then, what
the Grecian fculptors ought to have been;
the fculptors, for whom, the face was only
a fubordinate, and fecondary object.
Now, let the reader pafs his judgment:
convinced that we are, at once, incapable
of admiring too warmly, or cenfuring toa '
feverely, ' the produ&ions of antiquity, we
thall fubmit to his decifions, without reluc-

" tance.

The onl‘y faVo‘rl which we would require
at his hands, is, that he would not fuppafe
thcfe

and their imbs. If the celebrated heroes, Slack and
.Broughton, had introduced the ceftus, in their memo-
rable conteft, one combatant, at leaft, and, p}obab]y,
each of them, muft have died a martyr to the innova-
tion. When this formidable gauntlet was in ufe, the
clofing up an eye, of the breaking a jaw-bone were,
“only, calamities of courfe : if the Athletz of old were
neither killed at a blow, nor left dying on the fand, it
was efieemed a fingular inftance of great fkill, or
greater good fortyne. The pancratium was a medley
of wreftling, and boxing, in which every kind of at-
tempt to get the better, was fair. . K.

'
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thefe refletions foreign to our undertaking ;
but recollec that as the progrefs of the hu-
man mind, in its relation te 'morality, and
politics, was the object of our examination,
the fixing our attention upon this celebrated
people, became the more important, as it
furnithed us, at the firft glance, with the
following melancholy truth: that the pro-
grefs of the human mind hath, in no fhape,
redounded to the advantage of the people.
" How very neceflary was it, then, for us,
who build all our hopes upon the advance-
ment of reafon, and philofophy, to enter
into an examination of thofe - fa&ts, which
feem fo violently to oppofe our principles ?

. We are not deftitute of apprehenfions,
when we refle& upon the manner in which
we have fpoken of the Greeks. Our fears
net only forbode the difpleafure of fome emi-
_nent Jiterati, whofe refpe& for antiquity may
be unlimited; but the poffibility of being
taxed with having adopted that modern falfe
glare of wit, to which, the cavils of criti-
cifm are better fuited, than inftru@®ion. We
can neverthelefs, affert, that if letters and
arts had been the only topics in queftion, we
fhould have rendered ourfelves much more

liable
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liable to have -been cenfured as enthufiafts,
* than as fatyrifts. We are, in this place, im-
patient to declare what we ‘may, perhaps, at
fome future time, have occafion to repeat:
and this is, that we cannot too much wonder
at the falfe road (if the expreflion be allow-
able) which we are, daily, purfuing in our
ftudies ; quitting the ‘path which would
conduét us to the fources of our knowledge,
to tread on, the path which direfts us toa

crowd of exceedingly imperfect imitators ;
the reader muft perceive that the preference

given to the Latin, in prejudice to the Gre-

cian literature, is, here, alluded to. What

time do we not employ in learning a mixed,
and half barbarous language, inftead of .ac-

quiring one {o accurate, and fo metaphyfical;

that it may be confidered as, of itfelf, an in«

troduction to all the fciences! how furprized

muft Cicero be (that Cicero, who not only

profecuted his ftudies in Greece, but collected

an  immenfe library, confifting, entirely, of
Greek books) were he to revifit the world,

and perceive our youths learning his mother

tongue, in preference to the language of his

tutors ! ‘ ' SRR

CHAP
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CHAP 1IV.

T be couditipn‘ of bumapity 'amxg/} .t,b? Greeks 3
its fituation in thofe countries which were
known during this fecond epoch.

‘ »& ERE we to confine our fearch to
fuch objetts, as might adminifter comfort
to_humanity, in its deprefled. fituation, our
advances through the different periods of
hiftory, would prove ufelefs. Far from
perceiving mankind to be enlightened with
ideas of their real interefts, we obferve an
univerfal ‘encreafe of confufion, and diforder.
Even Egypt, that happy, and renowned
country, on which we have fixed our atten-
tion, with fo much pleafure, became fubject:
to the laws of a ftranger, and bore, with
' ‘ .. Afias
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Afia, a fhare in the misfortune of exifting
under the moft cruel defpotifm. Greece
" feems to have been divided into fo large
a number of different ftates, for no other
reafon, than that it might (if the expreffion
be allowable) ftretch the furface of war, and
-calamity ; for it is worthy of obfervation,
that the divifion of fovereignties multiplies
difafters through the land. We can, boldly,
affirm that each of the little republics of
Greece, underwent, during a period of
fifty years, feveral revolutions to which one
half of its citizens became the vi&tims;
that each, throughout the fame fpace of
time, faw its territories ravaged by wars; in
fhort, that no individual of thefe unhappy
towns had run the common courfe of life,
without detefting the hour, in which he had
received it.(k)

I am not certain that fufficient attention
hath been paid to this vice, fo inherent in
lictle ftates. Mr. Rouflcau hath remarked, -

that

(#) Diodorus Siculus (b. 15.) mentions a revolu-
tion effeted at Argos, in the hundred and fecond
_olympiad, when, after feveral ats of barbarity, per-
petrated by each party, the prevailing party ordered
twelve hundred citizens to be led to execution.
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that wherever the citizens become fo nume-
Tous, as to render it neceflary, that the go-
vernment fhould be lodged in a reprefenta-

tive body, there can exift no true liberty. (/)
I am, neverthelefs, of opinion, that there
will be no fubftantial, and lafting liberty,
‘and, in particular, no happinefs, buramongft’
individuals, where every thing is tranfacted
by a reprefentative body. Obferve this
lictle républic. where each citizen is, as it
.were, all, becaufe the ftate is nothing ; where,
at one moment, he affumes the gown, and
at another, his military armour: a fhallow
politician, an incapable judge, and an un-
difciplined foldier; continually, either a prey
to fattion, or expofed to the rage of war:
where as an extenfive fociety, in which every
individual is united to each other, by the
fame interefts, and the fame laws, derives its
peaceful fituation from the prudent partici-
~ pation of its labours. In fuch a fociety, the
{oldier is not engaged- in pleading the caufe
~ of the opprefled ; nor is the magiftrate em-
ployed in defending the ramparts. The la-
bourer, unmolefted, purfues the cultivation
‘ , F of

¢{) Seethe focial contract.
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" of his ground, whilft the judge watches over
‘the political welfare of the ftate, and the
warrior repels its invaders: and if the lat
apptar to bear, entirely, the public burden,
he is amply indemnificd by falaries, and
‘honours. In fuch a fociety, peace wearsa
hundred additional charms, and war throws
off a hundred of its horrors. ‘The extent of
.the domain, and the precautions taken to
prevent aM accefs to it, like a centrifugal
force, inceffantly, drive batk the war to the
frontiers; and in the fame manner, as the
intetior affairs are tranfalted by a reprefen-
tative body, a fimilar body is invefted with
the power of prolonging, or détermining
-the operations of the war. At the opening
of the Peloponnefian war, when Athens
wanted to raife fuch an army, as might with-~
ftand the attacks of her enemies, the militia
of the city was, of neceffity, compofed of
old men, and boys. All the citizens, in-
cluding thofe, before, fcattered vp and down
the lands of Attica, were compelled to con-
~ fine themfelves within the town: and from
~ this circutnitance arofe that rematkable con-
tagion, to which one half'of the people fell
a facrifice. Every place, then, may be faid

t0
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to have felt, at once, the greateft miferies
of war.... Whillt France was engaged in
the wars of 1733, 1741, and 1757, no
more, at any time, than the hundredth part
of her inhabitants, were fharers in the danger.
Extenfive provinces, ftill, enjoyed the calm-
eft ferenity, and even millions of labourets,
koew not in what part of the world the ar-
mies were engaged. ‘

To thefe advantages, we may add that
{weetnefs of manners, and thofe comforts of
life, which the people can fcarcely retain,
but by the means of regular troops; that is
to fay, thofe reprefentatives of the nation,
*who are intrufted with the care of conduting
the war. If it be too truly proved, by the
experience of all ages, that the greateft mifs
fortune which can happen to a people, is to
be fubdued, it is certain that an endeavour
to acquire a f{uperiority over every neigh-
bouring ftate can not be too fteadily purfued.
It is no lefs evident that thjs point can never
be artained to, but by a military education,
{o that every citizen, w be a foldier, during
one fingle day of his life, is obliged to em-
brace the profeffion of arms, from his birth.
Hence, arofe the neceffity of adopting, in

Fa2 every
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- every ag‘e,'military manners, alone. What
muft have been the deftiny of men who
pafied their whole lives, as if every day had
been the eve of a battle! the cuftom of
maintaining a ftanding army, became the
fole remedy againft this .inconvenience. By
the means of this arrangement, wherever it
fhall have become general, the people may
be happy, without being ennervated, and
foftened, becaufe a proper difcipline is kept
up in armies, where the principles of honour
and courage may maintain themfelves, in a
certain degree of accumulation, without
which their vigour, and influence, would be
but fmall.(m) ' '

We have already feen that defpotifm had
not only driven happinefs from the bofom of
Afia, but expelled it from a part of Africa:
Greece, during her moft refined zra, was but
a theatre of bloody revolutions. Hiftory,
then, prefents us with no more objeis for
our refleétions, fave the Phenicians, and the -
Carthaginians. The firft have been little
noticed, except in matters relating to their
commerce, and their colonies. There is every

~ appear-

(m) Majores nofiri bella geflerunt, noftributa depen-
dimus, ne bella patiamur.. PAUL. OROS. HIST.
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appearance, ‘to confirm us’ in the opinion,
that this active people, equally engaged in
the pratice, and promotion of induftry, .
conducted themfelves on principles, fupe-
rior to the principles of the Greeks: but
their vicinity to the Perfians, whilft it, con-
tinually, tied them down to an exceflively
‘great depcndanpc, prevented them from giving
" any certain ftability to their government.
Whatfoever commendations Ariftotle may
have lavilhed upon the laws of the Cartha-
ginians, ‘we cannot believe that a people,
whofe avarice was {o infatiable, whofe fyftem
of politics was fo jealous, and fo cruel, and
whofe religion was fo fuperftitious, and atro- -
cious, could poffibly have known true hap- -
pinefs. The imagination ftarts back, with
horror, from thofe human facrifices, at the
celebration of w'hich, the barbarous mothers
threw, with their own hands, their children
_into the flames. A philofopher, one day,
reading that paflfage in Genefis, wherein it is
written,  that God created man in his own
image,” immediawly obferved, that man
had, with no fparing hand, returned the
image to .God again. ... . A judgment may,
generally, be formed of a people, by their
Ce Fg3 ' mode
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mode of worthip: if it be fimple and
modeft, then are they ative, and induf-
trious; if it be full of folemnity and pomp,

.then are they vain and frivolous; if it be
melancholy and auftere, then are they fierce,
violent, and obftinate. -

We fhall'take no notice of the Scythians
the Indians, and the Chinefe, as we have no
ground-work, but in conje®ures, and fabu-
lous rela\tidns. We are, only, fenfible that

the life which the Scythians led, Hore a
ftriking refemblarnce to the life of the favages.
Diodorus Siculus mentions the Indians, - with
particular approbation, but as he adds the
defcription of :an ifland, which never exifted,
- and other circumftances, of which, fome are
incredible, and fome have been proved falfe,
it is evident that, to make his hiftory appeat
complete, he was not at all nice in the
choice of thofe materials, of which he has
availed himfelf. ,

- We muft, therefore, be contented to con-
clude this chaprer, with a refleftion, which,
though extremely naturel, feems to have
been overlooked by the partifans of antiquity.
It is, that flavery, alone, was fufficient to
'render the condition of humanity, in general,

. a hundred
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a hundred times worfe, than it is at prefent.
In fa&, it would be bug to little purpofe tQ
tell a- philofopher that, the thirty thoufand

individuals, who _fhércd a country ~(Laconia

for inftance) betwixt them, ware very ftrong,

brave, fierce, and accuftomed, during their

lives, folely, to the exercife of arms, in

battle; were this philofopher to difcover thar,

thefe thirty thoufand irdividuals had reduced

more than fix hundred thoufand of .their fel-

low-creatures, to a condition, a hundred

times worfe than the condition of beafts of .

burden, he would turn his eyes afide from

.this people and regard them, for the future,
_only, as the fcourge; and difgrace of huma-
pity. I prefume thac it is no exaggeration,

to advangc,thgt, reckoning the towns and

“country, the proportion which the number
of freemen might be fuppoled to bear to the

number of flaves, may be fixed, in Gréece, ’
at fomething ‘lefs than the rate of one to

four.(n) And what, for the moft part, were

thefe flaves? free men, educated in- plenty,

and préfperity, why, having been made pri-

i Fgq. _ ‘ foness,

(7) At the battle of Platza, each Spartan was ac-
‘companied by feven of the Ilotes.

.. 4
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foners, either in battle, or by the Corfairs,
were, at length, fold for the benefit of the
conquerors. Evety one knows how far the
rights of the mafter over his flaves extended '
The proftitution of the two fexes was one
confequence of that power.(o) Let us, for
a moment, imagine what muft, in our days,
be the condition either of an officer, or of a
magiftrate, who, reduced to the vileft drudg-

_eries, felt the moments of his labour doubly

embittered, by perceiving his wife, and

children, obliged to facrifice their perfons to

the. debaucheries of an infolent mafter. It is
{carcely to be fuppofed, that a perfon could,
now, be found, either brave enough, or

' bafe enough to fapport himfelf under fuch a

fate. All this, however, frequently hap-
pened amongft the antients, and, particu-
larly, amongft the Greeks. I muft be per-
mitted to urge the difference between flaves,
bodght from amongft the individuals of
fome poor, and half {avage nations, and thofe
whom the fortune of war had -reduced to

this fhecking condition : and, with confufion, -

let

(o) 1 cannot recolle& the author who hath obferved
that ¢ impudicitia in ingenuno ¢rimen eft, in fervo ne-
ceflitas, in liberto officium,”

~
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let it be admitted, that our age is not yet,
totally, exempt from the reproaches, which
we have thrown wupon  antiquity. Al

though we cannot fufficiently lament that

adherence to this practice, “which avarice,

ftill, maintains amongft the people of the-

- Wett, and which barbarity, and ignorance
have eftablifhed in the Eaft, yet we muft

obferve; firft, that flavery is no longer

known, amongft the Chriftians, except it be

in the colonies : fecondly, that the flaves are

all drawn from an extremely favage, and

brutal nation, and thateven the natives come

to bargain with our traders, for the fale of

their own countrymen. Thirdly, that though

reafon and philofophy proclaim the neceflity

of treating the flave, like an European,

(““ quamvis ille niger, quamvis tu candidus

effes”) it is notwithftanding true, that the great

difparity between thefe unhappy wretches,

and ourfelves, is but little calculated to

excite in us, the fine feelings of humanity,

and ferves to nourith thofe cruel prejudices,

which occafion them to remain in a ftate of

oppreflion.  Fourthly, that if thefe flaves ’

have been treated with a moft inexcufable

barbarity, experience hath, yet, frequently,

proved
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- proved that no tendernefs, no benefits could
erafe from the minds of thefe individuals,
‘their bafe, ungrateful, and cruel chara@erif
tics : that there is every reafon to believe
that, if even the flaves belonging to- the colo-
nies, had been Europeans, they would, al- -
ready, have intruded themfelves into the
poffeffion of the rights of citizens, in like
manner as the villains of our feodal govern-
ment, recovered, by littde and little, their
civil liberty: in fhort, that the number of -
flaves, in our time, is much lefs confiderable,
fince it is limited to the fugar colonies aloné;
and that amongft more than a hundred mil-
-lions of Chriftians, exifting at prefent, we
cannot, affuredly, reckon a million of flaves;
ﬁhercas, that, to a2 million of ‘Greeks, there
ware more than three millions of thefe unfor-

tunate human creatures.(p )
CHAP

(?) If the reader be curious to know the fentiments
of the ancien s, refpecting flavery, let him read the
“third, fourth, fifth, and fixth chapters of the politics
of Arifiotle. He will there find, that ¢¢ {ervitude is
both juit, and unjuft, that it is fometimes natural,
without being legal, and legal, without being natural ;
that it is the order of nature, that the leaft perfect thould
ferve the moft perfe&t; thus, the.animals fhould ferve
man; and women obey their hufbands: that in the
' . cafe,
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CHAP V.

Reflections on the Romans.

IT is to be prefumed, that the reader, al-
ready informed of the objett which we have
in view, doth not expeét to find in our re-
fearches, a fcrupulous adherence to chrono- -
logical order. Having been, "once, intro-

‘ : L ~ duced

cafe, where force alone, hath reduced the people to

captivity, flavery is juft, without béing {o, in an abfolute
fenfe, becaufe, although‘it be a fuperiority of .vertue,
that confirms the authority, it is never in the order of
nature, that noble people can "be reduced to flavery:
but that if chere be noble nations, there are other na-
tions on the contrary, ignoble ; that amongft the Bar-
barians, their nobles are only fuch, as confidered, re-
latively, with their fellow-citizens ; ‘'whereas there areé

" nations

~
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duced amongft the Greeks, it became impof-
fible for us'to take leave of them, till we had
fixed an eager attention, on thofe many
wonderful particulars, which have attratted .
the admiration of every age, and whofe real
value, it was fo neceflary to eftimate, we
have ventured to declare, that what feemed
fine, was not, on that account, alwiys good ;
and, confidering antiquity, as we have con-,
fidered the characters exhibited upon its

theatre,

nations which are noble every where.” ‘Here is ces-
tainly enough to prove in what hands the facred rights
of humangty were, formerly, depofed. Buta circum-
fiance ftill more ridiculous, than barbarous, is, that
Ariftotle, propofing to take a family, for the model of
political focieties, difcovers that this primitive family
is, eflentially, compofed of three parts, the firft of
- which includes the mafter, and the flave ; as if nature
had, in the beginning, formed two beings of different
kinds, .the one to be'the mafter, and the other to be
the flave. It is unneceffary to add, that the- other two
integral parts of fociety are, the hufband and the
wife ; and the father, and the children.
The fine, and benevolent fentiment of Alcidamus,
as prefervéd in_the Scholiaft, upon the rhetoric of
Ariftotle, isa glorious contraft to the latter part of the
preceding quotation. ‘Eaewwbepys a@iies wdslas feds 3 ¥ dha
ddrer 7 Plog wemoimxer. ¢ God fent all men forth
. free, nor hath nature made any individuala flave.”
The
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theatre, we have plucked the mafk from
Agamemnon, to difcover the flave, who re-
prefented a king of kings. We mufl, now,
refume our labour, and attempt a tafkat
leaft as difficult as the former. s
Whilit the Greeks were bufied in thc im-
provement of their laws, the conftruction of
their temples, and the difcipline of their ar-
anies, Italy foftered in her bofom a people
deftined to deftroy her government, to pull
down her buildings,.and trrumph over her
~ troops.

‘The defign of nature, and the will of its great author,
have been fo exceedingly perverted, that to fuppofe
the world could, ever, enjoy a ftate of univerfal freedom,
might feem the wild fuggeition of infanity, Even the
coltivation of oar colonies, abroad, might have been
conduéted by the labour of fervants, as free as the ref-
traint of falutary laws could permit them to be; and
perhaps, it would, on enquiry, be found, that, how-
ever impolitic a general enfranchifement of the flaves,
in our Eaftern and Weftern Indies, mighe prove, yet
the neceflity of a code of laws, to reftrain the barba-
rity of mafters, and overfeers, fhould engage the atten-
‘tion of the Britifh legiflature. That it will, is ex-
ceedingly doubtful. It were natural to imagine that,
whilft the patriot, vehemently harangues the fenate,
in favour of the liberty of an Englifhman, he would with
‘o extend that hberty, if poﬁible, to all his diftant

«dependants: but the living, and the dead, have fur-
* npithed us with contrary inflances. K.
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troops, As Dcmoﬁhcncs, his _ambition
ftruggling agamﬂ: his nature, difdained to
'mount the roftrum, until a' long and inde-
fatigable prattice had eonvinced him, that
his oratory muft prove fuccefsful; fo Rome,
- whofe origin was barbarous, whofe beginning
was abject, and whofe progrefs was flow,
was employed, during four whole ages, in
learning the art of conquering, and of go:
verning. Surely, no ftudy hath a ftronger
claim to the attention of the philofopher,
than that ftudy which endeavours to invefti-
gate the principles, which could raife a
fimple city, to fuch a heighth; or, to fpcak
“more properly, to that excefs of glory, and -
profperity : But known events are not, al-
ways, in proportion to krown caufes; and:
it frequently happens that political writers
'_imitate the ancient aftronomers, who, tole-
" rably well, defcribed, and even announced,
the particular ph&nomena, but imputed them
to abfurd caufes. ¥et, were it certain, that
" we had difcovered the real fources of the Ro-
man grandeur, of what advantage could fuch
an acquifition be to us, who with not to
_ know in what manner a ftate is aggrandized ;
but, mcrcly, ‘whether by ‘being rendered
great -
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great it is become more happy. Such a dif-
covery would be, in our eyes, no better than
a large, magnificent road, which could not
condu& us-to the place, whither we' defire

togo.. - .
If the Roman government can be faid to
"“merit the approbation of pofterity, it is not,
‘becaufe its individuals, confined within the
‘circumference of their city, cither made a
" prepatation to defend it, or formed their
fyRems of civil policy : but it is, certainly,
‘becaufe Rome, beginning to rule in Italy, at
length reduced thofe fine countries t0 a fub-
miffion to ‘her principles, and her difcipline,.
at leaft, if not to her laws: it is, becaufe,
‘having extended her influence over all the
‘Mediterranean, fhe added Sicily, Sardinia,
" and Spain to her empire ; and, chiefly, it is
‘becaufe that in the moment, when fhe be-
‘came the miltrefs of Africa, the arrived at
the privilege of giving laws to Afia. Now,
if, in thefe oftentatious =ras, mankind were
more free, and unmolefted ; if ‘tyranny was
" abolifhed ; if the rights of prace were more
facred, and the laws of war more humane ;
if the fields were better - cultivated, and if
commerce multiplied the links, in the great
‘ - political. -
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polmcal cham, which united nations to each
other; then, let us aflent to the admiration
of every paft age, nor ceafe to ftudy the form
of government, peculiar to a people, who,
beginning to labour at the acquifition of their
own happmcfs, perceived themfelves by the

fole perfetion of their public adminiftration,
" and the fingle energy attached to their con-
ftitution, in a condition to prefcribe laws to
barbarifm, to hold ambition in chains, and,
in fhort, to teach the reft of the univerfe, to
whom they had been, at ‘once, the bene-.
factors, and the models to afpire to an affi-
“milation with themfelves. But, if nothing
like this hath happened; if the Romaps,
~ far from triumphing by the afcendancy of
their vertue, were indebted for their preva-
lence, folely, to crimes, and entirely efta-
‘blithed ‘themfelves upon the ruins of the
world, who fhall hinder us from loading them
with cenfures, as fevere as thofe, which we
have paffed upon the Greeks ; the Greeks,
‘who were as brave, as heroic, and more
amiable than the Romans ?

Perhaps, we have, at length, found an
opportunity of being reconciled even to the

admirers of Greece ; for the learned world is
' divided
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divided into two parties, one of which con-
fifts of advocates for the Greeks, and the
other, of advocates for the Romans, It
muft, in general, be confefled that the opi-
nion of thefe laft appears to be the too hafty
fruit of erudition, or rather, the firft pro-
dudtien of an imperfect ftudy. The modern
ages have been, indeed,- fufficiently fingular,
whilft they contented themfelves with propo-
fing, as models, thofe, who were, in evcr)"
department, flow and feeble imitators; but,
- by an aftonithing caprice, it hath fallen out,
that the more profufely Rome in her glory
hath been loaden with efteem, and veneration,
the more have her encomiafts been con--
ftrained to difparage her original condition,
Plutarch was the firt writer, who maintained
that the founders of this queen of the world,
_were only robbers, and outlaws. This idea
hath becn cagerly embraced by certain fyfte-
matical literati, (9) who being perfuaded that
Vor. L. - G + the

(g) Giam-Baptifta Vico -hath endeavoured to fup-
port this opinion, in a work entitled ‘ principi di
fcienza nuova intorno alla commune nature delle na-
zioni.” This was followed by a fimilar publication
from Mr. Duni, (¢ Origine, e progreﬂi del cittadino,

. " edel
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the Roman government had no mixtu'r.e of
democracy;-in the infancy of its conftitution,
have imagined it impoffible to reprefent the
" fubje@s of Romulus, in too difgraceful a
light. They, confidently, affert that this
new-born colony was peopled, folely, by va-
gabonds, and individuals .difowned by all;
that from amongft thefe, their legiflator chofe
the moft eminent, that is to fay, fuch as were
T ‘originally,

e del governo, civiledi Roma,”) whofe fentiments are
adopted by Mr. ’Abbé Bignon, in his ¢ hiftotre cri-
tique da gouvernement Romain.” Although we do
not think ourfelves obliged to admit thet principles of
thefe authors, in their utmoft latitude, yet we cannot’
mention the learning, and pepetration, which they
have difcovered in their writings, without the highet
" applaufe. We would, in this place, willingly, at.
tempt to give the reader an idea of thofe reafons,

~ which they have advanced, in fupport of their argu-

ment ; but were it even poflible for us to hdertake
this takk, without wandering too far from our fubje&,
we “fhould, notwithftanding, be of opinion, that it
would be better to recommend a thorough perufal of
their works, the matter of which would make ample
reparation for the pains of having examined it. It will
fuffice, then, to obferve, .that the argument from
whence our authors draw the, greateft advantage, is,
the difference which the privilege of taking the au-
guries, eftablifhed amongft the citizens. Mr, Duni
has fully proved, that only the auguries could confti-

tute
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priginia_lly, free men, (ingenuos) and whofe
fathers were known ; that it was from thefe,
that he fele&ted the fenators, and with the

fenators, only, that he divided the authority;

and that-the people (Plebs) or in other words,
the commons, were, only, compofed of
clients, or bondmen attached to their chiefs;
or elfe, of a troop of fugmves, whom the
‘protetion offered by Romulus, had colle¢ted
together.

G2 ‘ If

tute 2 martiage in that form, which the Romans called
nuptiz ; whilf the union of perfons of .different fexes
was, amongft the Plebeians, nothing but a kind of co-
habitation, underftood by the word, connubium. All
thefe obfervations are juft, and ingenious ; but the
. great error lies in their having been perverted. As to
the Plebeians not marrying, in. the face of the church,
does it, therefore, follow that their marriages, their
fucceffions, and their inheritances, were no more re-
gulated than thofe of the Negroes, belonging to our
colonies, are, at prefent? does it, alfo, follow that
the people had no fhare in the government ? if, on the
. _contraty, it be certain, that the Plebeian families,
" like thofe of the Patricians, perpetuated themfelves by
inheritage ; if the rewards acquired by fervices in war ;

~

if diftin®ions, names, and properties were preferved -

from race to rate, then did not the people, however
deprived of the privilege of taking the auguries, form
abody politic, and a part of the republic?.befides,

: T it
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If Livy, and Dionyfius Halicarnaffius,’

‘fhould prove equally fullin their evidence

againft this paradox, our learned authors
would not fcruple to reject their teftimony,
« Thefe writers bave pretended, to affert what
they were ignorant of. A profound night co-

vered

it doth not appear that the free Romans, at any time,
married {laves: and if the fimple connubium had been
fo abje&, and fo brutal an union of the two fexes, how
cculd the Patricians have fubmitted to an intermarriage
with mere Plebeians? it is, neverthelefs, certain that
thefe marriages were cuftomary, previous to the law of
the twelve tables, and fince it is not evident that this
ufage was, at that time, forbidden, as being a recent

. innovation, there is every reafon to fuppofe that it

exifted, even before the people had tribunes, that is,

when their condition was the moft abje&, and unfor-

tunate. g

It appears, then, that our authors, with all their

abilities, and intelligence, were deceived, by extending

their principles too far. "In this refpe@, they are,

certainly, very excufable. ‘There would be but little

erudition amongft the men of genius, if a tafte for pa-

radoxes were not, fometimes, to come to their aflif-

tance. The writer of imagination fuffers himfelf -to be

captivated by an idea : he feizes on it with ardour, and

having.once pierced into it, employs all his talents to -
fupport it: he reads, examines, and compiles ; how

much muft learning beobliged to him, when, thus,

made the inftrument of frecing him from the yoke of

pedantry | )
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vered the firft ages of Rome, and it is rafbmefs’
to attempt to pemetrate through its chfcurity :”
and yet our modern critics, have found no
difficulty in effeting, what thefe two celebrat-
.ed antients could not accomplith, It is a
fa&, that in fpite of their having excepted
‘againft their depofitions, they condefcended
to avail themfelves of them, whenfoever they
appeared to fuit their purpofes. For exam-
ple, after a peremptory condemnation of the
opinions, given by Dionyfius, relative to the
Roman government, they, neverthelefs, con-
fidently prefent us with citations, taken from
paffages, in thofe numerous harangues, with
which that author thought proper to adorn
his works ; as if what he had, vifibly, in-
vented, could have had any weight, when
thrown into the fcale, againft what he related,
and as if he had not known, much better than
another, the confequences of thefe pretended
- contradi¢tions. As we do not perceive our-
felves concerned in this difcuffion, we fhall,
therefore, reft contented with making the
following obfervations.

Firft, fuppofing it to be even certain, that .
hiftory hath not tranfmitted to us, any au-
thentic traditions, refpeting the firft ages of

G 3 - Rome,
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Rome, this circumftance would, then, furnith
the moderns with a pretext for believing,
that they could advance better reafons, and
conjettures, towards the elucidation of this
fubje&, than the Romans themfelves have -
ever given.(r) ’
Secondly, were it, as fome have ingeni-
oufly infinuated, a fa&, that hiftorians have.
been more fcrupulous in their detail of events,’
" in proportion to the diftance of thofe ages,
the tranfations of which they wrote, it would
not follow, from thence, that they deferved
lefs confidence than their predeceffors; for
the art of criticifm and inveftigation is pe-
culiar to enlightened ®ras; nor is it the pro-
fpe&ive glafs,- but the illuminating torch,
' ~which
(r) It is exceedingly to be lamented that the accounts
of the eftablithment of nations, of all other accounts in
the hiftorical department, the moft interefting, an,d
the mott inftruitive, fhould be fo univerfally defe&ive.
A want of authentic memorials is not peculiar to the
firft ages of Rome. The annals of Britain are, per-
haps, equally involved in obfcurity, and equally
wrapped in fables. The improbability that the two
.firft kings of Rome fhould have been, accidentally,
called by names, allufive to their future altions, hath
often been remarked. Every one knows that the words
Romalus, and Rome, are taken from a Greek ¢xpref-

~ fion, fignifying force ; and that the name, Numa, is
derived from the fame language, and means law. K.
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which is fo neceffary to the ftudy of hiftory.
Who, for- inftance, can donbt, that the,
prefent . times poflefs a more competent,
knowledge of the reigns of the firft race of
our kings, than thofe times in which Froef=
fart exifted ? Who, alfo, can doubt that Di-
onyfius Halicarnaffius had, after\twcnty years
of-affiduous labour, conceived better notions
" of the Roman hiftory than Fabius Pior.
Thirdly, all the hiftorians; and all tradi-
tions inform us, that Romulus condulted to
. Rome, a colony of Albans: now, we have
not the leall proof, that the people of Alba
ftood, at any time, in that difgraceful light,
in which the Romans of that age, were
painted. On the contrary, if conjetures
may be admitted, there is every reafon to be-

lieve that this people became eftablithed’

under Amulius, becaufe every monarch, de-
firous of being abfolute, rather proeets the
people, than the great.

Fourthly, antiquity furnithes us with many
examples of the prodigious difference, which
fubfifted between the freeman,(s) and the
G4 : flave ;

»

(s) Dionyfius ‘Halicarnaffius obferves, that Servius
Tullius fhared the conquered lands amongft the citizens,

« who,

-
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flave; but it produces no inftance of that
middle order, that race of bondmen, intended
to have been brought to Rome, in the re-
tinue of the Patricians. Every {lave had a
matfter, and his only abode was the houfe,
to which he belonged. He could not, there-
fore, form, with others, a clafs apart, how-
_ever abje@ that clafs might be fuppofed
to be. ) . ‘
Fifthly, the Sabines having united them-
fclves to the Romans, by a free covenant,

, ’ ‘ and -

" who, having nothing belonging to them, were obliged
to work with their own hands; fo that, after this dif-
pofition, the individuals amongft the Romans, con-
fifted only of proprietaries, and flaves. Now the fame
author, willing to juftify Servius Tullius, for having
made a great number of thefe laft free, enters into
long detail, that he may inform us, under what predi-
cament the flaves flood amongft the Romans. He re-
marks,: t%anhey were all compofed, either of fuch as
were made prifoners in war ; thofe fold towards the in-
creafe . of the public revenue ; or, even, the flaves of
the enemy, who always made a part of the plunder :
from hence, refult two important circumftances: firft,
that, amongft the Romans, war was the fole fource of
flavery ; and next, that that race which confifted of the
vaflals, and dependants of the great, (as defcribed by
fome authors) never exifted at Rome. There are, alfo,,
other paflages fo decifive, that one would wonder at

' theiz

N >

.34
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and formed, as it were, an identical part of
the people, it is to be prefumed that the con-
dition of the Roman populace was not either
more bafe, or more unfortunate than that
condition under which they exifted in their
original country ; fince they did not ftipulate
for the enjoyment of any privilege, or diftinc-
tion : and in this, they were imitated by the
people of Alba, who, joining themfelves to
the Romans, though, indeed, lefs willingly
than the others, yet never remoniftrated
againft that abje&t fituation into which they

muft

their having efcaped the attention of our critics. Such
is that of Livy, who, relating the tumults, which pre-
ceded the retreat of the people, to the facred mount,
expreflfes himfelf thus: Civitas fecum ipfa difcors in-
teftino inter Patres, Plebemque flagrabat odio”...
and a little farther on; ¢ magno natu quidam cum
omnium majorum fuorum infignibus fe in forum pro-
jecit.”  Now, what could this citizen of great birth;
who fhewed the wound$ which he had received in
combat, and the blows by which he had been bruifed,
in his ftate of flavery amongft the Patricians; whofe -
misfortunes not only interefted all the people in his fu-
vour, but made them take arms againft the great, pof-
fibly be, but a Plebeian? Thus, about the two hua-
dredth and fixtieth year from the foundation of Rome,
there was a Plebeian, whom Livy, the violent Partizan
of ariftccracy, difinguifhed as a man of clevated birth.



122~ AN ESSAY ON.

muft (were fome authors to be credited) havc,
“certainly, been thrown.

Sixthly, all writers not only agree inacknow-
ledging, that .the people enjoyed the privi-
lege of eletting kings, creating magiftrates,
ena&ting laws, and determining either on
peace, or war ; but Dionyfius Halicarnaffius,
ftill more pofitively afferts, that when Hora-
tius had ftabbed his fifter, the power of paf-
fing judgment on this atrocious crime was

- referred to the people.

Here, is matter fufficient to convince us,
how reafonably the Roman government was,
Jhitherto, fuppofed to have been intermixed
with monarchy, arittocracy, and democracy. -
Now, what claim hath this complicated, this
modified government to our efteem ? doth it
furnith us with any. conftitutional plan? In

fine, what was it, in its firft principles ? let
us not fcruple to call ita fimple polity,- the
interior arrangement of a city. I intreat the
reader to pay fome attention to thefe words;
inmy opinion, they not only contain a new.
idea, but caft a great light upon the fyftcm
~ of politics.

Upon
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Upon the fyftem of politics }(#) the ex-
preflion which hath juft dropped from my
pen, may ferve to prove the truth of whatl
am going to unfold. It is that all the govern-
ments of antiquity, except the great antient
" monarchies, the origin of which we are ig-
porant of, owe their birth to a town, to a
city. A little refleCtion would convince us,
that it could not have been otherwife. In
fa&; men were not known under the name
of a people, but when they equally enjoyed
the fame laws, adhered to general cuftoms,
and felt thofe mutual dependancies, which
united them, and, as it were, attefted their
identity. Now, mankind ftood- in no need
of laws, and conventions, except when great
numbers were affembled in a {mall fpace.
The more individuals are diffeminated over
* the furface of the earth,. the more are they
occupied in procuring their fubfiftance, either
by the chace, or the cultivation of the ground ;
the 1¢fs, alfo, do they want a legiflation. On
the -other hand, the more they are united,
the more the circumftances which draw them

to

(1) ToAlixn, regenda Tcivitatis {cientia, from wons,
a city.
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to each other, are multiplied 5 and the more
are they conftrained to have recourfe to trea.
ties, and conventions. The refult, therefore,
is that the firft want of every fociety, muft
‘have been the want of a polity ; and that all
governments began by being no more than a
fimple polity. Inthisinftance it, particularly,
appears that language ferves to explain falls,
and not, that fatts ferve to explain the lan-
guage. MoAlaiz, amongft the Greeks, and civi-
tas, amongft the Romans, fignified,-originally,
only the government of a city, although
they were, afterwards, fuppoféd to’' mean
every thing, which appertained to an admi-
niftration, in general: and, in the prefent
times, by the word, polity, may be under-
ftood, the government of men, in oppofition '
to the term, adminiftration, which, rather,
fignifies the government of properties.

It will, perhaps, be objetted to me, that
war is the firft fource of authority, and con-
fequently, of govcmmeht; to which I fhall
anfwer, that fuppofing the war to have been
long,_and the army numerous, the govern-
ment of this army mutt ftill-have appertained
toa polity ; and that if the war had been _
fpeedily concluded, a quiet fociety, and the

T pofii-
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poflibility that men might live together with-
out being molefted, would have proved the
firft objet of the conqueror, and the firft
fruits of peace. In thefe two cafes, a polity
would have been eftablithed, either in the
camp, or in a newly-rifing city. Were thefe
confiderations to. be extended to the animal
<creation, it would, in like manner, appear,
that the fociety of wild beafts, which, inde-
pendent upon each other, eafily procure
their fubfiftance, is the moft imperfe@ fociety
of all; and that the fineft exaEnplcs of a re-
gular polity, difcernible in the works of na-
ture, are found amidtt the hillocks of ants,
and the hives of bees. Every thing, there-
fore, concurs to prove that the firft conven-
tions were made for a multitude, and that
they were confined; as it were, to the laws of
juxta-pofition. S '

Far from fuppofing that it is neceflary,
ftill more extenfively, to unfold thefe truths, )
we apprehend that they would appear too
fimple and trivial, if we did not prefs forward
towards a demonftration of their importance,
and fix the attention on thofe contraditions,
which reign amidft the firlt principles of all

go-
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government, and the ends which all govern-
ment fhould have in view. ‘ ,

What, in faé, are buman creatures, upon
the earth? They are children at the breaft,
.obliged to prefs the bofom, from which they
muft receive their nourithment. What are
human creatures in cities ? They are tranf-
planted plants ; improvident, and uncertain
beings ; and like that multitude of micro-
fcopic animals, which fluctuating from fide to
fide, and, inceflantly, precipitating them-
felves upon each other, feem to have been
created, only, that they might preferve them-
felves in motion. _ ,

Let it not be doubted that agriculture
fhould be the firft objett of legiflators, and
property, the leading principle of agriculture.
Nature granting nothing but to reiterated
follicitations, her firft benefits were bought,
and the firft expences, whether of money, or
labour, ought to have eftablithed the firft
right of property. The perfetion of culti-
vation would not have failed to have intro-
dvced plenty, and variety of productions,
from whence muft have arifen commerce,
and from commerce, muft have proceeded.
riches. Then, the neceflity of public markets,

' and
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and the convenience, refulting from places
ficuated by the banks of rivers, or by the
thore of the fea, muft have given rife to
cities : but thefe, regarded as the laft pro-
duct, or the fimple confequence of an agra-
garian government, muft have received from
it, their manners, and their laws. Such
peaceable cultivators could not, poffibly, have
fieglected an eftablithment of the full influ-
ence of their falutary principles. Thefe men,
attached, by intereft and habit, to the foil,
would have made their own prefervation the
bafis of their politics; and, perhaps, the -
word glory, would not have been known
in any language; but the contrary to this-
hath been the cafe. )
Whether the firft inhabitants of the earth,
‘perceived themfelves placed by nature, in
~ thofe advantageous fituations, where her gifts
were more abundant, and lefs neceffary ; whe-
ther force, poflefling, from the beginning,
more means of exerting itfelf, foon, knew
the method of prevailing over labour; or,
whether the progrefs of population hath been,
always, more rapid, than the progrefs of in-
duftry ; we ¢annot difcover that ftates have
~ been indebted for their origin to cultivators;
on
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on the contrary, they feem to have been
founded by robbers, and vagabonds; ; hence,
it hath, happened, that cities were the - firft
rudiments of nations; and that-the political
government'hith ferved as the chief prmc:plc
in the conftitution of ftates.

This we have already obferved : the ori-
gin of antient monarchies is unknown to us;
but, let us, without féarching, with an ufe-
lefs attention, .into the obfcurity of the times,
dwell, for a moment, on the progrefs of po-
pulation, in' that part of the world, which
during fo long a period gave either laws or
examples to the whole earth.. '

Whether, or no, Danaus, Pelafgus, Ina-
chus, and Pelops were the firft founders of
the Grecian cities, it is, neverthelefs, certain
that Greece was peopled by colonies, which
came from Afia, or from Egypt; and it is
equally true, that all the great cities of
Greece, and Sicily, iffued from Sparta,
Athens, Corinth, Argos, &c. Now, if the
progrefs of this population be traced, as
many republics, as cities, will appear to
. have arifen fromit. And, if ever any of
thefe eftablithments became wunited, and
fcemed to forma political fyftem, it was ef-

fected -
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fected by a fimple federal union, like the uni-
onof the Amphiétyons, the Etrufcans, and . .
- the people of Latium. On the other hand,
if thefe rich mines of the human fpecies, if
thefe vaft oriental monarchies, funk under
the efforts of the newly-rifing republics, what
could have remained upon the earth, except
the veftiges of that fingle government, which
the conquerers obeyed ? Corinth gave birth to
Syracufe ; Tyre to Carthage ; Troy to Albas
and Alba toRome. To thefe famous pames,
. add the names of Sparta, and of Athens, and
you will have enumerated the principal ac-
tors on the great theatre of the world.
Let the refpeftable philofophers, who la-
bour to difengage mankind from fuch frivo-
lous amufements, fuch idle’ fpeculations,
and attach them to thofe two important ob-
jecs, their fubfiftance, and their happinefs,
no longer wonder if the plan of a government,
founded upon agriculture, and territorial pro-
perty, fhould prove an abfolutely new idea,
exifting only in opinion, or on paper. Would
they account for our ignorance of fo intereft-
ing a matter, let them recolle& thofe in-
pumerable errors, which were committed by
‘that political fyftem of government, which
Vor. L H became
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became the irreconcileable eriemy of ptoperty.
They will, there, perceive perpetual conrvab
fions, -cenfures, reformations, divifions of
land, diftributions of cern, arbitrary taxes,
and, in fliort, all property hazarded in evety
one of thefe political quarrels, They will,
then, caflly ebf¢rve, that at all times, when
alterations in the conftitution of the fate,
ard the fortures of individuals, were, necels
farily, involved together, quarrels, and fedi-
tions grew more frequeént ; and that, on the
contrary, whillt fattions mutually difputed
cencerning their privileges, and dignities, it
was much-eafier toappeafe them, than if they
had, at the fame time, a::acked the properties
of each other.

" " H a municipal admiaiftration, and ﬁmph
forms of polity; had conftituted the firlt go
vérnments of every ftate, there could, cer-
tainly, be no reafon to -exped that its origis
fhould sccount for its progrefs. Thus, it
would be needlefs to feek, in the infancy of
ftates, the feeds of their futute grandeur;
and particularly, to amufe ourfelves with the
vain Hopes of finding upon fome little hill,
- furrounded by walls, the principles of an uni-
verfal monarchy. ‘

' A young
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A young, ambitious man, fatigued with
waiting till he might fucceed his grand-father,
wnd, perhaps, apprehenfive that his legitic
macy might be difputed, propofes to found
a new eftablihment. He, eafily obtains af
fitance, and even fucceeds in the art of en=
ticing away fome of his countrymen. A
convenient fpot is chofen, contiguous  to
which, d'v_vellings are built; that the inhabi-
tants may be nearer at hand, in cafes of mue
_ tual offiftance ; the circumference is drawn,
and furrounded by ramparts, and ditches
Scarcely is this eftablithment formed, but
4n attention is paid to the interior arrange.
ments: it is not poflible for the founder,
whofec aflociates were colle@ed together,
folely, by the hopes of liberty and equality,
to rife, all at once, into the rank of mafterg
yet, at the fame time, the leading part which
he took in the plan, and the execution of it,
gives him- a particular pre-eminence, and
‘conftitutes him the chief of :this rifing ftate.
The fathers of families, and the mot refpon«
fible men, compofe a council, whofe province
is the difcuflion of every fubje&; but the
‘decifion- of the moft important fubjels is
~ fubmitted to the general aflembly of all the

- Ha2 colonifts.
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colonifts. They, foon, turn their thoughts
towards putting themfelves in a ftate of de-
fence, and, even, concert meafures whereby
they might be enabled to attack their neigh-
bours. The new inhabitants are divided into
different - bodies; companies of foot, and
troops_ of horfe are formed, and this city
militia ferves as the model to their army.
‘The defire of acquiring additional forces,
prevents them from being over-fcrupulous in
their reception of recruits. An afylum is
opened to all adventurers, and, efpecially to
fugitive flaves: fuch a circumftance was,
then, of the utmoft importance, and promif-
ed to be the fource of an extenfive popu-
lation: But as this admiffion of ftrangers,
of all denominations, introduced colenifts,
folely of one fex, a proje& is conceived,
highly expreflive of the morals of fuch
citizeas. The women, " belonging to the
' neighbouring ftate, arescarried off, in def-
ance of all the laws of hofpitality. To re-
cover them, the infulted people betake
themfelves to arms: in the. very moment,
whilft they are profecuting their revenge,
they fuffer themfelves to be difarmed ; the
two nations are united by a treaty, folemnly

~ confirmed>
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mnﬁrmed and (what is ftill more extraor-
dmary) religiouly obferved. The city en-
creafes, and its polity becomes more perfe&.
A king, alting in the. chara&er of a law-
giver, fucceeds a warlike prince; he, alfo,
in his turn, gives place to military monarchs.
The nation grows warlike, but is furrounded
by ftates .of the fame charatter, and every
decifive advantage which it gains, feems, en-
tirely, owing to the condut of its chiefs:
Such an’'advantage depends on fortune, and
cannot, yet, be the effet of the political
conftitution, &c. &c.. _
- Thus far, the confideration of the progrcfs
of the Roman. republic, would be to little
purpofe. I know but of two caufes, which
may be afigned : the one is dué to chance,
. which will, conftantly, have great weight in
~all human affairs and thefe inftances of
~ chance, are, the capacities of the kings, and
the length of their reigns: the other caufe
belongs more to polity, and is that principle
of population, eftablifhed by Romulus, and
adopted by his fucceffors; a principle which
induced the Romans to inftitute a law, ena&-
ing, that the vanquithed, inftead of being re.
duced to captivity (at that time the cuftom)
. H3 , fhould
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thould be all tranfported to their city. This
is'the real fource of the greatnefs of Rome.
Tt was this, which, in' the fpace of two

hundred and fifty years, after its foundation,”

occ_aﬁoncd'the; number of its inhabitants to
‘mount up to one hundred and thirty thou-
fand citizens.(s) As: to its government,
what idea can we conceive of that, when we
perceive the people bafe enough to groan fo

long, and patiently, beneath the yoke .of

fuch a tyrant as Tarquinius Superbus? In-
deed, if the Roman’ youth had pot been
wearied out by a toilfome, and protradted
war; and if a moft harrid tragedy had not
happened, opportuncly, to roufe the {pirit of
the people, Rome muft have become, what
Syracufe was, the fport of tyrants, and the
theatre of revolutions.

But their kings were expelled, and }iberty
fat in their places... Liberty!... what liberty?

Tyranny did but exchange hands, paffing .

from kings to the great. The people bewail
their earlieft captivity; they complain, and
are not heard ; reduced, at length, to an

excefs

(x) Or, according to the calculation of Dionyfius

Halicarnaflius, one hundred, and forty thoufand fouls.



" PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 1gg

excefs of defpair, in the violence of theie »

- woes, alone, they find the courage neceflary
to make them terminate, The eftablifhment.
of the office of Tribune confirms the effed
of the Valerian law. The people receive new
life; and fearcely have they ceafed from
fearing, before' they become formidable-
Here, the complexion of the times under-

goes an univerfal change; and dhe hiftory -

- of the Roman government is, from hence-

forth, a detail of the progrefs of Democracy.

The _ Plebeians are, by marriages, . con-
founded with the nobles, and Rome, prac-
tically democratical, is no lenger ariftocra-
~ tical,“except in fpeculation; for it is remark-
* able that the Roman polity was never pro-

portioned to the conflitution of the govern-

ment ; o thar the people, when firipped of
their privileges, preferved their influence,
by the terror which they infpired, and the

nobility, when deprived of their original.

'rights, were indebted, for their confequence,

to popular refpe@.(ww) '
I would, now, afk thefe fubtle pohtlcmns,
who fee every thing in Rome, as Malle-
"Hg - branche

(w) Dunag the fecond Punic war, moft of the dlg-\
nities were held by the Patricians,

+

/
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* branche faw every -thing in God, what ra,
what moment of this perpetual fluctuation,
~ they would feize on, to take from the Roman
government, a pattern, which every otherna-
tion ought to follow ? They may, perhaps,
be fomewhat embarraffed by this queftion,
and yet, they may contrive to elude it
‘This will be their anfwer. « We allow that
the conftitution of the Roman republic never
had any properly fixed principles; but you
cannot deny that its polity enjoyed, at
leat, an equal advantage. = That fpirit
of difcipline, that perfe€tion in the art
of war, that {fyftem, to which power, and
encreafing grandeur were attached, fuf
ficiently plead in favour of the principal
fprings . in the machine of government.
Such great effetts, muft have proceedcd
from powerful caufes.” :
Here, I muft beg to be indulged with the
infinuation of a doubt, the temerity” of ad-
vancing which (if doubting can be temerity)'
I fhall not endeavour to conceal. The Ro- -
mans, indeed, as their own hiftorians affirm,
triumphed over' their neighbours, almoft s
frequently as they fought; buat to forma
judgment concerning thefe great advantages,
fec
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let us recolleét that they waged war, during
a fpace of time, nearly approaching to four
hundred years, ere they reduced to fubmif-
fion, the fingle city of Veli:(x) and let us
wait, before we eftimate this fuperiority of
the Romans, unti! we fhall have read, in the
works of the hiftorians of the Volfcians, the
Zqui, the Samnites, and the Etrufcans, the
fame faéts which Livy hath related : yet even
this, is unneceflary : for that very author,
fomewhere, confefles, that, for a long fpace
of time, the Volfci were, at leaft, as fuccef
ful as the Romans. We will not, in this
place, call forth the too well known hiftories
of Porfenna, Coriolanus, and Brennus, the
Gaul;. but fhall reft contented with remarking
that if Horatius Cocles had, unfortunately,
fallen, when he received the wound on his
knee; if the mother of Coriolanus had died,
fome years fooner ; and if Manlius Capito-
linus had flept one quarter of an hour more,

) the

(x) It appears that, after. a fiege of ten years, the
Romans accomplithed their reduéion, folely, by the
error, which this city committed, in choofing a kirg,
and dbandoning her alliance with the Latins; a de-
fe@ion which they could never forgive,
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the miftrefs of the warld had ‘been entirely
overthrown. .

I cannot avoid fixing the attention of the
reader, for a moment, upon this objeét.
" Let him judge, with me, how frivolous the
‘common place obfervations, fo frequently
repeated, by thofe authors, who pave writ-
ten concerning the Romans, muft, unavoid-
ably, prove. What is mere common than
to find it afferted, that the fpirit of conqueft
* was the foul of their government? The fpirit
of conqueft, among(t men who fuffcred three
hundred and fixty years to roll away, with-
- out bethinking themfelves of attempting a
fiege! the (pirit of eonqueft, amongtt a
people, whofe wars were only wars of repri-
fals, or of plunder! the {pirit of conqueft, .
amongft- individuals, who never imagined
that, to fubdue their enemies, they fhould
have feized their military fortrefles ! We need
not quit the ftreets of Rome, to difcover the
fecret {prings in- their machine of govern-
ment : let us dire® our refearches, folely,
into the diffenfions betwixt the people, and
the great; 'thefe diffenfions ' conflitute the
fources of all thofe events which excite our
furprize. At firft, ‘the great dreaging the
. people, -
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people, when animated by their Tribunes, .
~ conceived the expedient of fending them to
war: but as the foldiers were "obliged to
furnith themfelves with fubfiftance, at their
own expence, it was not convénient to make
long campaigns. It was, therefore, only for
a time that they were diverted by war, from
an ateention to public affairs, and, that time
being clapfed, they returned from bartle,
more burdened, and more mutinous, than
they had ever been. A project was, then,
concerted to prolong the war, and to lay
fieges. To effe® this, it became neceffary
to adopt the refolution of giving pay to the
troops. = The Patricians entered, heartily, into
-the facrifice of their contingent, and fent it,
of their own accord, to the public treafury :
But the Tribunes were not o -eafily duped.
T hey tore the mafk off from this falfe genero-
fity, and expofed the fnare, concealed under
this apparent beneficence. |
‘What is the refult of all this ? it is, thatit
occafions, in our opinion,.a reation of ef-.
fes upon caufes, and of caufes upon effe@s :
that is, for inftance, we are induced to judge
of the conftitution of a government, from
fome fplendid circumftances, which excite

our
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our refpect; and, on the other hand, full of
this idea, we place moft of the events, in the
fame point of view, from which we beheld
- the principal events. Now, I confider hu-
man reafon, as armed with two inﬁrunicms,_
and thefe are contemplation,(y) and, expe-
riment. Thefe, only, can enablg it to pierce
thrdugh the chaos of opinions, in fearch of
tiuth;'but if, inftead of pérfc&ing them,
. it were to hurry on, through the concurrent
ufe of each, the confequence muft be, that,
clathing inceflantly, the one againft the
other, they would be impaired, before they
could affift it. .

It is aftonifhing, that mankind fhould have
been almoft conftantly miftaken in the ufe
of thefe two inftruments. The phyfical fyftemn

hath been fubmitted to contemplation, and -

the political fyftem to experiment. The laws
of nature have been founded on ingenious,
but extravagant conjetures ; the laws of {fo-
ciety have been founded on particular facts.
‘The cruelties of a tyrant occafioned the exs
tirpation of monarchy; an unfortungte fuc_cefs.
an error of councils, effeted the difmiffion

of

(7). Theory, which is dcrived from the Greek word
Sewgiz, fignifies, only, contemplation.

il
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of democracy ; an abufe, either of power, or
of riches, threw a- difcredit over ariftocracy;
a crime committed on the perfon of a female,
exceedingly ﬁelove(\l; eftablithed a violent fe-

verity in the inflition of punithments; a =

teprifal, dictated by paffion, fixed the rights
of war. Thus, men, gueffing at the events
of future days, by the circumftances which
had arifen in the courfe of the prcccding
»days, have blunted the inftrument of expe-
nment, and, entirely, abandoned thc mﬂ:ru-
ment of meditation.
- How different fhould have been the path,
marked out for the exertion, and progrefs of
the human underftanding ! aftronomy, Phy-
fics, and natural hiftory, have, as it were,
been lavifh of thofe given problems, which
they have prefented, for our difcuffion. AN
that remained for us, was to adjuft the equa-
tion, to arrange, and to number; a fecond
Rudy, then, courted our refearches, and
that was Zoology, or the knowledge of
living creatures, either in their kinds, or fe-
parately, the which ftudy condued us to
the philofophy of phyfics, that is, the art
of preferving mankind,. in the moft perfect
ftate of welfare, poffibly attainable, by equally
: ' em-
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employing phyfical, ahd moral means: t
fay, moral means, for who doubts whether;
or no, morality be a3 branch of phyfics?
Here the quantity of facts was immenfe, but
the inconvenience arifing from variety coun-
terballanced the advantage, refilting from
multiplicity. In this cafe, experiment muft
have been attended with timidity, and whilft
expeQation was inhvolved in doubts, the
prattice, or the ‘fcience thrown into action,
could not have been employed, except with
much referve. To thefe ftudies, naturally
fucceeded the ftudies of government, that is,
of political bodies; of thofe organized ag-
gregations, which under the name of em-
pires, or republics, prefent to us a new order
of moral beings. Now, who doth not, at
' the firft fight, perceive that thefe political be-
dies, in number exttemely fmall, and full of -
varieties, or anomalies, are, of all the objeéts
of our refearches, thofe objects which, more
than any others, elude the light of expe-

riment? ‘ -
From thefe reflections, which we do but
juft hint to the reader, a new fyftent of fci-
ence, hitherto. unknown, feems, all at once,
to fpring up. The examination of nature,
- ' and
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and of her fixed, immutable, and neceflary
laws, fhould be the firlt foundatien of all
knowledge, the initium fapientiz, From
“thefe primary notions of nature, one might
proceed to her principal productions, and,
at length, to her circumfcribed, and indivi-
duated operations. Andrologia, or the know.
ledge of man in general, would ferve as the’
bafis to medicine, natural hiory, and mo-
rality ; and thefe would give birth to poli-
tics, which would prove but the refult of all
the others. It is, then, that an abfolute
Phyfiocratia would atife,” a government
founded oft the powers of niature, and the
energy of her afion. .
. In a lefs enlightetied age, and at a period,
when the human mind mig'ht not be fo much-
accuftomed, 45 it is at prefent, to the moft
fubfiantial nourithinent, it would be necef-
fary to apologize for this phitofophieal di-
greflion, and, particolarly, for that concife,
snd abftradted form, into which I have
- thrown thefe refletions : but I am not igno-
rant, that knowledge is, in out days, become
fo diffufive, that authors ¢an, fcarcely, make
any other pretenfions to a fuperiority over
their readers; except thofe pretenfions which

may
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may have arifen from the labour of having
meditated, longer than them, upon the fub-
Jets concerning which they may have written.
I, even, perceive that nothing can be more
grateful to the compofer of a work than to
imagine him{lf placed near a manof genius,
.who, rapidly, feizes all his thoughts, whofe
_-attention animates him, whofe looks encou-
rage him, and at whofe fide he. finds frefh
“vigour imparted to his abilities, and additio-
nal certainty. infufed into his conceptions. In
this confidence, I flatter myfelf, that I may
difpenfe with expatiating on the refult of what
hath.been advanced ; and proving farther,
that, on the one hand, the principles of polity,
adopted by mankind, have never refted upon
* afolid bafis; and that, on the other hand,
it is very neceffary that there fhould be a
fufficient number of facs, attendant on this
{cience; to reduce it to experiment, or, in
other wbrds, to th,c dotrine of example. :
To return to the Romans: it may be pro- .
per to recolleét what hath been already ob-
ferved, concerning that error, which leads us
to judge of faéts, rather according to our an-
terior prepofleffions, than by an examination
of thofe fa&s, as within themfelves, We
N fhall,
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frall, then, quickly perceive to what ex-

premes the vanity of the Romans, the adula- |
tion of the Greeks, and the enthufiaftic ad-
miration of pofterity, have ftretched them-
{elves, to give a kind of bold, and fingular
relief to the infancy of the republic. Thus,
when Servius Tullius had been elevated from
aftate of flavery, to the royal dignity, it
was afferted, that a celeftial flame had for-
merly beéen obferved to defcend upon his
cradle. ‘ . ‘ |

This difpofition appears no where, fo
ftriking, as in the opinion conceived of | the
Roman art of war. Not contented with

. having beftowed on it the applaufe which it

deferves, its encomiafts would fain perfuade
us to forget that it did not reach its laft de-
gree of perfection, till the time of the Sci-

‘pios: and they would willingly call, that mi-

litary knowledge, which the Romans derived
at length, folely, from the frequency of mif-
conduct and bad fuccefs, the neceffary con-
fequenceé arifing from the wifdom of their

government. 2)
Vou. L. I . Iam

(=) As I am precluded, by the fubje® of this
work, from entering into a long detail, ‘concerning the
Roman
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I am aflonithed that no perfon hath, a8 yet,
been induced to compare the quantity of
battles, which Livy makes the Romans gain,
with the fmall number of real fuccefles, which -
they acquired, during the {pace of four

: hundred

A

Roman art of war, I fhall only prodece one, from
emongft the many errors committed, on thef¢ occa-
fions, -

Becaufe it hath been obferved, that the Romans, to
wards the time of the Punic wars, formed themfelves
into fuch a difpofition of battle, as to have occafioned
the ranging of the infantry, in chequers, or fquares,
confifting of ¢three files, with the cavalry, on tlie wings;
itwas, therefore, imagined that they, always, drew up
their army in this order., I am, however, enabled to
prove, that, during the four firft ages of the republic,
the cavalry was coaftantly flationed, as a bedy of
referve. From amidft a muktitude of falls, tending to
confirm this opinion, I fhall reft contented with a felec- -
tion of thefe faéts which follow. Livy, mentioning a
great. battle, between Fabius and the Samnites, af-
ferts, that this con{ul ordered his cavalry to-charge, but
that they threw their own troops, and the forces of the

. enemy, into equal diforder. ' Equites ducibus tribunis
ant® figna eve®ti, haud multd plus hoftibus, quam
{uis prabuerunt tumultus. Now, thefe equites ante
figna eveti, whp occafioned fo much confufion amongft
their own infantry, and the infantry of the enemy,
could, furely, be no other, than a body of referve,
rudhing on to the charge, through the mtcrvals of their -

foot, -
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hundred years. I am flill more furprized,
that no doubt is entertained concerning the
authenticity of the hiftery, when the hifto-
rian is obferved to be fo very exa&, as never
to omit the detail of -a fingle aion: there
are fufficient opportunities of comparing this

I2 fcru-

foot. I omit the defcription of a number of battles,
during which the conful is fuppofed to have ordered his
cavalry to fall back into the rear, in'order to charge the
enemy, in flank ; 2 kind of attack, which muft have
proved unavoidable, in the very beginning of the ac~
tion, had the cavalry been ftationed on the wings;
and which, alfo, could never have been execated, if
the cavalry of the enemy, had obferved the fame dif-
pofition : but let me remark that the four hundredth, and
forticth year, from the foundation of Rome, is the
period, at which Livy fixes the firft introduion of this
difpofition of battle,” fo ofen praftifed afterwards.
Treating of the Samnites, his words are: Itaque .in
aciem procedunt, equitibus in cornua divifis. Doth
not the particular attention with which the author de-
fcribes this_difpofition, fufficiently prove that, it was,
. hitherto, almoft without a precedent ? The following
paflage informs us, that the infantry'did not march _on/
to the attack, in chequers, or fquares; and is an addi- °
tional confirmation’ of the opinion, which we have
advanced, infinuating that the cavalry was ftationed, as
a body of referve. The dictator, Marcus Valerius,
coming up tothe afliftance of an advanced guard,
marched: in the following order. Prima incedebant
' figna
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fcrupulous attention, with the attention em-
ployed in tranfmitting to us all the haran-
gues; and of remarking, in particular, a.
certain uniformity in the defcriptions, which

- gives the intelligent reader occafion to fufpedt,
' ' ~ that

figna legionum, ne quid occultum, aut repentinum hof-
tis timeret, fed reliquerat intervalla inter ordines pe-
ditum, qua fatis laxo fpatio, equi permitti poffent. By
this, it may be perceived that on the one hand, the
legion did nat, conftantly, leave intervals, for then the
hiftorian would have been fatisfied, with faying, that
they had been augmented : and that on the other hand,
the cavalry wys not ftationed at the “wings; for had
that been the cafe, in this particular inftance, fo new a
difpofition would have excited the attention of the ene-
my, and have taught them to expe a rapid, and un-
expedted affault, (quid repentinum) what aftonifhes me
the mott, is, that no perfon hath been led to make thefe
obfervations by a conviétion, that they were abfolutely
neceflary, to effet an explanation of certain paffages,
which muft, without it, have appeared abfurd. It
hath been-obferved that the Roman cavalry fometimes
attacked the enemy in flank, and, at other times, in
‘the rear; and thus gained 4 decifive viQory : they,
fometimes, alfo, alighted, to renew the‘ﬁght, on foot.
Now, it is ridiculous ‘to affert, that the Romans,
“having no fkill in horfemanthip, frequently gave the
preference to an attack on foot, becaufe it is well
known, that the decifion of the battle was, often, owing
. to their having charged on horfeback. - ‘The fa&, then,
was ﬁmyly this. When the ememy had kept “their

flanks
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thit the variety of the different orders of
battle, was confined to the tactics of the au-
thor, and not to the poffibilities of war.
What! after fo many battles gained, by the
left, - the right, and the center divifions 5

I3 _ after

flanks too clofe, to apprehend their being broken into,
and when the firft attack of their infantry had made
the Roman foot give way, the confuls, perceiving that
they had neither time, nor opportunity, to make a di-
verfion againft the wings, failed not to order the horfe-
men to alight, and, at the fame time, directing the ma-
niple to open, they led on this body of referve, (ante
figna) that is, in the front of the troops.

As to the Roman art of war, in general, the beft
judgment which I can prefume to pafs on it, after the
moft mature examination, is this: during almoft five
ages,- Rome did not much outftrip her neighbours in
the acquifition of advantages. Her infantry were never
diftinguithed by their fuperiority, and in moft of her
fuccefsful wars, the viftory was owing to the good
order, and intrepidity, with which the cavalry charged.
I am convinced that this truth is but little known ; but
could I perfoade the military men to read Livy, with
attention, I flatter myfelf that they would agree with
me. As tothe reft, the Romans had no idca of conti-
nuing the war by campaigns, and fo ignorant werc
they of ftratagems of any kind, that when Hannibal
employed them, and when his Numidian cavalry gained
advantages over the cavalry of the Romans, the latter

were
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after three hundred and fixty years, pafled
in war, is Veii not yet taken | Veii fuftainsa
fiege of ten years: (let it be obferved how
fufpicious the refemblance is, between this -
account, and the account of the fiege of
Troy). At the end of this.period, the taking
of Veii is effected, folely, by the fuperior
genius of one man. And what man? the de-
liverer, the reformer of his country, the im-
mortal Furius Camillus! what fhall I fay of
the Samnites, who fupported a war againft '
- Rome, during a fpace of forty years ? or of
- the Gauls, who almoft conftantly triumphed
over the Romans, however hiftorians may
have laboured to difguife, and even to alter
’ “the

were involved in a feries of defeats, which, as they in-
creafed, were attended by additiomal circumftances of
‘humiliation. 3

To conclude; it doth not appear, that the Roman
authors, ‘who wrete the annals of thofe times in which
the republic ftill exifted, and before flattery had arifen
to its full heighth, did, at any period, fairly make
out their pretenfions to thofe exceflive praifes, which
“were aftewards lavifhed on their nation. Witnefs that
confeflion of Salluft. — Sciebam. . facundia Gracos,
gloria belli Gallos, ante Romanis fmﬁ'e cees (Bellum

» ;‘(«Iul )
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the narrative of faéts?(¢) but it will be ob-
jected.to me, that Rome, at length, became
the miftrefs of the world; and I fhall be
afked what proofs can remain to account fo;
her prodigious fuccefs, if her fyftem of go-
vernment, and herart of war be thus attached,
To this objection I anfwer, firft, that he
who takes the dimenfions of an edifice, doth
not, on that account, pretend that he can
pull it down; and if I have -imagined, that
an enthufiaftic admiration hath attributed too
much merit to the polity of the Romans, I
am not the lefs induced to revere a thoufand,
admirable circamftances, which have been
handed down to us, as examples worthy of
our imitatien. Secondly, I muft remark, that
* whilft men, endued with the moft profound
learmng, and the .moft lively genius, have
14 facrificed

(a) It is apparent that the account of the arrival of
Furius Camillus, when the Romans were on the point
of treating for their ranfom, is no more than the fabu-
lous invention of either pride, or flattery. The Che-
valier Folard hath fully refuted it, in his commen-
taries on Polybius, notwithftanding that he hath pafled
by the teftimony of Diedorus Siculus, fo diretly oppo-
~ fite not only to the affertions of Livy, and Platarch,
‘but,- alfo to the authority of Tacitus, who puts this
fentence into the mouth of Claudius. ¢¢ Capu a Gal-
hsfumus. «ss. V. Tacit. Annal, lib. 11.
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facrificed all their attention to the tafk, of .

ﬁndmg m' Rome herfelf, the fource of her
grandeur, they have too much neglected the

inveftigation of thofe exterior caufes, which

contributed to that grandeur ; as if, in detes-
mining on the power of a lever, it were not
neceffary to go to the extreme point, and af-
. certain its refiftance. It is an omiffion, of
. which I accufe the celebrated Machiavel, and
- theilluftrious Montefquieu, above al others,
(%) becaufe the former, and the latter could
not have avoided infufing into their obferva-
tions 2ll the fire of their genius, and all the
fagacity of their underftanding :. fince they
have negletted this obje, let us endeavour
to

¢5) Machiavel, in the compofition of his admirable

difcourfes, concerning the firft decad of Livy, doth

. not feem to have endeavoured to unravel the fyfiem of
the aggrandizement of the Roman republic.” Neither
hath the prefident Montefquieu fuppofed this to be a
new ahd neceflary tafk: doth his work, then, corref-
pond withits title ? the reflections which he allows him-
felf to make on the five firft ages of the sepublic
fcarcely take up ﬁxt.y duodecimo pages.; I mutt confefs,

. that, whatfoever gemus may diftinguifh thefe refletions,,
they feem fa vague, and fo detached, that they refemble
marginal notes, written on the fame work, of whick
Machiavel wasthe commentator.
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to throw fome light upon it, and firft, lct ‘uy
confider Italy, as within herfelf.

Nothing could have been more favourabh
to the eftablifament of any ftate whatfoever,
than the pofture of Italy, at the demife of
Tarquinius Superbus, that 1s, at the period,
when the Roman republic began to acquire a
certain ftability. In fa&, matters were fo
arranged, that the neighbouring inland ma-
tions, although fufficiently warlike to exer-
cife the courage of the Romans, were, not-
thhﬁ:andmg, as yet, too barbarous and too .
unpolifhed, to avail themfelves of the means
of reducing them to fubmiffion ; whilft the
people inhabiting the countries nearer to the
fhores of the fea, were, at once, affluent and
refined, but too effeminate and ennervated,
to render themfelves formidable. Thus Italy
found herfelf divided into indigenous nations,
ftill retaining their barbarifm, and Grectan
colonies, amongft which, commerce and in-
‘duftry had, already, introduced luxury and
corruption. The Romans, having become
the conquerors of the neareft neighbouring

- nations, fhould, at the fame time, have van-
quifhed all Italy. The weaknefs of Capua, -
and the puﬁlhmmxty of the people of Taren-

tum,
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tum, may, eafily, be recolleGted; but & |
fhould, alfo, be remembered that, if Pyrrhus,
lefs inconftant, lefs vague in his projets, o
rather more immediately interefted in the li-
berty of Italy, had vigoroufly pufhed on the
" war, perhaps, Fabricius had been the laft
- hero of whom Rome could have boafted.
- Rome, having once rendered herfelf the mif-
trefs of Italy, what was wanting to make her
the miftrefs of the whole world, but to con-
ceive it pofiible that fhe might be: miftrefs 2
Carthage taught her to perceive it, and feemed
to enter into competition with her,"only to
. enable her to know herown power. In fa&,
what ftate had the Romans to fear? was it
Sicily, divided into feveral fmall republics,
and governed- by feveral petty tyrants?
Could the Illyrians, a defpicable people,
whofe whole lives were fpent in acts of piracy,
be the objects of their apprehenfions ? or, |
could even Macedonia herfelf alarm  them,
when engaged in all the Grecian quarrels,.
and rendered, in her tum, the theatre of re-
volutions ? all the forces of Europe had paf-
{ed into Afia,and the military power became,
lately, fiXed there, as if that region had been
its native refidence, -
. Car-
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Carthage, then, was all that remained ‘in
the Weft : but, what, within"itfelf, was this
power of Carthage? it was like the power
which the Englifh enjoy, at prefent, in Ame-
rica, and in India ; thatis, a power, which,
having been eftablithed, by -an afpiring and
viQorious commerce, at once, extended it-. .
felf along the coafts, and caufed its influence
to be felt, through all the inland parts : there
is, however, this difference; the power of
the Englith pointed, at leaft, to a refpectable
obje, a kind of vice, where its whole force
concentrated s whilft Carthage, like thofe
polypuffes, the vague exiftence of which, Jofes
in energy, what it acquires in the fuperficies, -
{eemed mere jealoufly employed in exiending
than in fortifying her pofleffions. The Nu-
imidian kings, fuch as Syphax, and Mafiniffa;
‘the pcopie of Spain, fuch as' the Celtiberians
and the Lufitanians , the inhabitants of Sardi-
nia, and of Corfica, were to Carthage, what
the Morattoes, and the Indians are, in this
"age, to the Englifh eftablithments, and, par-
ticularly, what the Mexican§ would have been
.to the Spaniards, if thefe laft, contented with
trading amongft them, had not cruelly re-

.folved on their deftrution. Now, thefe

D powers,
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powers, thus eftablithed by commerce; find
it more neceffary to attack, than to prepare
for a defence. Some fea-ports, fome forti-
fied fattories, and, chiefly, the fuperiority
which valour and induftry acquire over the
ignorance of a cowardly, and 'ftupid people,
‘are the only means to be employed in enforcs -
ing the obedience of fo many tributary, or.
allied nations. In the moment of having re-
courfe to arms, and declaring war, it is eafy
" to obtain fuccours, which may follow in the
train ; but when the enemies, recovered from
their firft fright, fhall have thought of
“making diverfions, then all the -advantage
will begin to pafs over to their fide. They
have only one plan of attack, but thefe other
powers muft concert a thoufand methods of
defence. The profpe&t of the vaft extent
of their domains, far from infpiring them
with confidence, férvesonly to multiply their
fears, and as a fingle facrifice is thought a
p'rcfagé of bad fucgei%, the defire of preferv-
ing every thing, induces them to divide .
their forces. Thefe timid precautions diffufe
a languor over the operations of war. The
allied nations which, before, feemed to arteft
their authority, foon become fuipected in
their
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their turn. Initead of fcndmg them againft
<he enemy, it is neceffary to watch over their
motions ; and it is thus, that a republic
which feemed the fovereign of Africa, of
‘Spain, and of Sardinia, concluded every
thing, with having for its enemies, the Afri-
<ans, the Spaniards, and the Sardinians.
From this picture, it is eafy to judge whe-
ther the Romans, who aggrandized them-
felves only " by repelling the attacks of their
neighbours, and who were, in fat, rather
raifed to a relief, than aggrandized, ought
to enjoy an advantage over the Carthaginians.
Placed in the centre of Italy, of which they -
had rendered themfelves the matfters, their
fleet might eafily command the two feas,
and their armies might quickly march to
every part, in which the enemy fhould have
dared to appear.(¢) Befides, in the firft Punic
war, the Romans were but auxiliaries, and
{nce Syracufe, under Gelo, under Dionyfius,
and under Agathocles, could fo effettually,
: and

{c) Strabo imagined that the fituation of Rome had,
contributed much to the aggrandizement of the repub-
Tic: he reafoned like a geographer. Montefquieu dif-
covers all thefe caufes. in ‘the nature of their govern«
ment : he reafons like a civilian. -
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and fo oftcn refift the ‘force of Carthage;
nay, could ever reduce her almoft to the
brink of deftrution, it is not aftonithing that,
with fuch an ally, Rome gained fome victo-
ries. Had the life of Hiero been prolonged,
" he, undoubtedly, would have contrived an
expedient, that might have ballanced the
power of thefe two formidable enemies, and
have applied himfelf to the tafk of delivering
Sicily, from the inconvenience of being bur-
dened with any foreign troops. Indeed, the
, accomplifament of fuch an enterprize, muft
-have been attended with fome difficulty, as
this ifland contained a number of different
fmall ftates, divided in their interefts, and
* jealous of each other. But Hiero was pro- .
teted by the Romans : there can be nothing
more dangerous,: than to receive proteion
from an ambitious power ; the fpecious pre-
text with which fuch a power invefts itfelf,
anticipates that firft effort, of which every
~ nation, jealous of its liberties, is always fuf-
" ceptible.

‘Whilft the Romans, hkc a wrcﬁler, who
" had the vittory, without being fatigued by
the conteft, were happy in the undifturbed
enJoymcnt of their own power, the empire
' ~of
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of Carthage was thaken, even to the founda-
tions. A war amongft the Mercenaries, a
hundred times more terrible than the war of
the Romans, occafions the blood to flow in
rivulets, and fcatters confufion around the
government ; it was, then, that Rome, in
oppofition to the faith of treaties, nay, in

‘oppofition to that decency which would be

maintained, in our times, even during the

‘very exertion of an aét of ufurpation, took

pofleflion of Sardinia, and thus, rendered
herfelf the miftrefs of the Mediterranean.
~ The fecond Punic war quickly blazed
forth, ‘and here it is, that the Romans begin
to thew themfelves in their true colours.
Whatfoever title to our admiration, they
may have pretended to poffefs, they are
going to lofe it, in the courfe of fome few
years. . A fingle man tore off the matk; it
was not even Carthage; it was Hannibal
alone, who contended with this powerful re-
public ! what an aftonifhing feries of defeats!
what accumulated inftances of weaknefs in -
her councils, and cowardice in her com-
bats! ,

Yet Rome did not fink...: true.... but

doth it follow that the Romans produced ex-

“amples
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amples of an admirable firmnefs, and con:
ttaricy ; that Fabius was one of the greateft
generals of antiquity ;' and that Rome, at
length, prevailed, by the ftrength of her
conftitution, and by her fole afcendancy over
. Carthage ? This queftion hath, often, been
decided in the affirmative, and we cannot.
treat of it, here, without giving too much
into common-place quotations, with which
the reader muft have been, frequently, fa-
tigued. We rather chufe to hazard fome re-
flettions upon the plan, concerted by Hanni-
bal ; and we muft confefs that it appears to
be the moft rafh, and extravagant plan, that
ever entered into the human mind : not, in-
“deed, that we prefume to blame thefe daring
diverfions : but what is the objeét of a diver-
fion ? it is to give a terrible and unexpe&ed
' ftroke. Thus Agathocles, leaving Syracufe
befieged, prefented himfelf, at once, before .
the walls of Carthage : but: the rapidity ne-
ceffary to thefe operations, requires that they"
fhould be condutted by fea ; that their firft
“fuccefs fhould be eafy, and that the terror
into which the enemy might be thrown,’
fhould be fudden and unforefeen.

On

4
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. On thefe principles, let us form a judg-
ment concerning the conduét of Hannibal.
Could there have been a longer, a more labo-
rious, or a more loathfome expedition, than-
that gxpedition in which it became neceflary
1o crofs the Alps, and the Pyrenean moun-
tains, whilft the foldiers felt fatigue, difeafe,
and mifery, asthe preludes to a bloody war ?
To what were his firft fucceffes-owing? to
the treachery of fome peafants, - to the helplefs.
fituation of the mountaineers, and ftill more,
to the ignorance and mifconduét of ‘the Ro-.
‘man generals, who neither defended the paf-
fage of the Rhone, nor the defiles of the
Alps. 1 pafs over, in filence, thofe unex-
pected victories near Sicinum, and ‘on the
banks of the river Trebiay but what thall be
faid of the march. of Annibal, through the
moraffes of Clufium; of the folly of the Ro-
man generals who, at laft, gave his army.
timé to reinforce themfelves, and who came
to an engagement, at Thrafymene, in the
very moment, when.they ought to have been
fatisfied with keeping them at bay, and re-
" ducing them to the perplexing neceffity of en-
tering into  Winter. quarters ?  What! if
Frederick the Great, hath been, once in bis

Voi. L. K life-
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life-time, accufed of temerity, becaufe the
fiege of Olmutz was drawn out to a confide«
rable length, and this alfo, when the efforts
of the Auftrians, te retake the field, werein-
credible; fhall Hannibal be juftified, for
having undertaken an esterprize, which mufl
have proved his ruin, if attended by a fingle
misforsune, and to which, victory herfelf

‘qould have infured no fuccefs ? :
Ik will, perhaps, be objected to me, that,
if fertune favoured this celebrated Carthae
_ginian, af the beginning of his expedition,
the, foon afterwards, manifefted her incon.
flancy, when the femate of Carthage refofed
to fend into Italy the neccﬂ‘a{vy fupplies, to-
wards the continuation of the war: to which
1 anfwer, firlt, that Hannibal, before it bes
came likely, that he fhould receive any fuc.
cours from Africa, had furmounted the
greateft difficulties, atwending his eaterprize,
and, of courfe, already fubmitted to all thofe
events, of which, if a fingle event had proved
wnfavourable, he mupft have been irretrievs
ably loft. Secondly, that all his credis, at
‘Carthage, was limited to a faétion; and thae
be thould have kmown, that when a repub-
lic. ia divided into two factions, the faction
* which
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which acquires its advantaggs abroad, is lia-
ble to lofe its influence at home, becaufe
great fuccefles attract envy, and remove, at
the fame time, that dread which, alone,
can maintain order in a divided ﬁa;c. No
circumftance, therefore, was more eafily to
be forefeen, than the fall of the Barcinian
faction 3 nor could any thing be more incon-
fiderate, than to expe& fupplies from a jeas
lous fenate, who had never looked upon this
diverfion with approbation. That Hannis
bal fhould havé been driven out of Jealy is,
then, no longer a mdtter of aftonithmenty
the wonder lies, in his not having been,

fooner, compelled to make a precipitate res

treat : we muft not admire the Romans, who
fought in' their own country, dnd were, con«
fandy, able t oppofe fout armies, to a
fingle army : it is Hanhibal, whom weé muft
- applaud; Hannibal, who, deftitute of all
fupplies, and weakened even by his own vic-
tories, perceived himfelf forced to keep up a
defenfive war, in.the very heart of a country,
belonging to the encmy; how particularly
is that fuperiority of genius to be com-
mended, which taught him to bring into fub.
jection, an affemblage of barbarous nations,

Kz and
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and tolacquire fuch a dominion, over their
difpofition, as empowered him, in every pe-
- culiar cafe of neceffity, to infpire them with
cool perfeverance, in the place of too daring
a confidence ; and with a devoted obedience, -
~ inftead of too prefumptuous an oppofition to
his diretions !
. Amidft fuch a multitude of ‘celebrated
events, which arofe during the fecond Punic
war, it is impoffible for me to forget one
. event, apparently, ftill more aftonifhing,
than the enterprife of - Hannibal, fince it is
fomething like a relapfe into  the error com-
mitted by this greatgeneral. I allude to the
fuccours led on by Afdrubal, and defeated by
the confuls, Livius, and Nero: and here, I
cannot avoid inveighing againft thofe partial
prepofieffions, which would not fuffer, even
this circumftance, to pafs by, without draw-
ing from it an opportunity of beftowing a
profufion of applaufe on the Romans; as if
any thing, but the heighth of folly, could
* bave adopted the defign of marching from
- §pain, and of crofing the Alps, and the.
-Apennines, with the view of afliting an army,
‘blocked up, as it were, in Brutium, and
thh dxﬁiculty, {upporting themfelves in this
extremity
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extremity of Italy; and as if the ftolen.march -
of Nero was not, in fuch a cafe,.the moft
obvious operation imaginable, and even the
firft rudiment, and earlieft leflon, in the mi-
litary fcience. Could Hannibal, reafonably,
have flattered himfelf with the hopes of
leading his army, without: interruption,
‘acrofs Apulia, Daunia, Samnium, and Pice-
num, in order to join Afdrubal, amongft the
Ombri ? are not two armies, thus put in mo-
tion, from oppofite quarters, conftantly ex.
pofed to the probability of a defeat, whilft
they form only a detached part of the whole
body ? undoubtedly, he, whom wehave ob-
ferved, vi¢torious, almoft at the fame inftant
of time, in Saxony, in Silefia, and.in Pome-
rania; he, who, finding himfelf hemmed in,
by three formidable armies, and on the point
of feeing a fourth army rufh forward to at-
tack him, knew how, by the combined force
of military policy and fignal vitories, to dif-
fipate, . in the fpace of fifteen days, thefe unit-
ed ftorms; this truly great man, who bears
nothing about his charaéter, that can eclipfe
his glory, except the peculiarity of exifting
in thefe modern times, would have felt him-
felf exceedingly at eafe, had he been. ditator
K3 : of
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of Rome, when Hannibal made hls entry
into Jealy. He would have fmiled at the te-
merity of thefe barbarians ; and that condué,
* which in'Livius was the effeét of ignorance,
in him, bad been the effe® of peliey; 1
mean, that, inftead of blocking Afdrubal wp
withig the defiles of the Apennine mountains,
which migh¢ have been eafily accomplifhed,
‘by any one, the leaft verfed in the opera. .
tions of a defenfive war, he would have per-
mitted him to advance upon the plain, and
thus, have concerted the op}:)ortu'uity of dé
firoying him, by a fingle battle.
- Such a multitude of errors, committed by
the Carthaginians, and the number of difafters,
which were the confequences of thofe errom,
might well accelerate the progrefs of the
Romans, in.Spain and Sicily. ~ Thus Seipio
propofed his celebrated diverfion, as an enter-
prize, the fuccefs of which, was to prove in-
fallible. Even his departure bore rather the
air of a triumph than a dangereus expedition.
Hannibal flew to the relief of Carthages
“but what intelligent fpetator could, then,
have remained doubtful of the event? How
*could it be fuppofed, that an army, harrafied
by ‘along and miferable war, would not be
\ intimidated
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intimidated by that infufferable contraft,
which they met with on the plains of Zama ?
and, what was this army ? the Carthaginian
Phalanx did not form a third part of it. “The
remainder confited either of ‘ill-difpofed auxis
liaries, or :difgufted mercegaries, who, de~
prived of the profpec of plunder, faw nothing
before their eyes, but danger. Hanpibal
hath been blamed for placing thefe mercena-
ries, in the front ranks ; to have pitied him,
had been more natural, fince he had reafont
to miftruft them, to fo violent 4 degree, ad
to conceive no hopes of their making any efe
forts to conquer, unlefs fupported, or rathet °
guarded by the national foldiers. '
But under whatfoever difadvantages Han.
_nibal may have laboured, yer, nothing can
impair the glory of Scipio.(4) This hero,
. Kg even

’e - 2 Lo o

(4) The entommns, wlnch our ingenmious wthog
Bath beflowed or Scipjio, are, at once, warm and -
juit. That illpfirious Roman poffefled the happy art of
blending the accomplifhments of the gentleman, and
the fcholar, with the ¢ondutt and intrepidity of the
{oldier. Learned, and admiring learning, he patro-
nized and retained about him, the moft eminent im
thie liberal fciences. If he retired from his military
smployments, i& was only to cultivate the fraits of
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even in his firft enterpnzcs, blazed out wztk
a pecuhar luftre : fomething divine predo-~
minates over his character, and is vifible in
all the inftances of his fortune. Happy
‘Rome ! thow native land of the Scipibs; and
the Zmilii, why fhouldft thou be debafed by
frivolous  and pedantic praife? why fhould
thy encomiafts affe& to honour thce, by opi-

nions;

peace. Bufied either in ftudy, or inarms,. his mind
was as much difciplined by {cience,, as. his body was
expofed to peril. ‘Till this memorable period, the
Romans had but littl¢' kmowledge of, and perhaps,
Yefs pafiion for. the works of art. Fhe introduction of
the fineft models of this kind was referved fer Scipio,
Marcellus, Paulus. Emilius, and even Mummius, the
ignorant ‘'Mummius, fo ridiculous a contraft to thefe
celebrated chiefs, ‘that he threatened the perfons, who
were intrufted with the carriage of fome pi€tures and
ftatues, taken at Corinth, that if they loft thofe, they
fhould give him new ones. The rage for poflefling
thefe elegant collettions became fo viotent, that the de:
predations of Verres were not either ‘without advocates,
or imitators. What the Romans cowld not buy, like
true virtyofi, they ftole: Livy, mentioning the intros
du&tion of the ftatues from Syracufe, makes this
" obfervation. Cazterum inde primum imitivm mirandi
Grzcarum artium opera, licentizque huic facra, pro-
fanaque omnia vulgé I‘?oﬁandi, fatum eft, quz pof
tremo in Roma, 1ios deos, templum id ipfum primum,
quod a Marcello eximie ornatum eft, vertit..... Serk
tbara[ter of Scipia in the Connoiffeur. Ko
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nions, fo different from thofe, which thou
draweft upon thyfelf? were I to offer thee,
the homage of my admiration, my fancy,
would tranfport me to the public ﬁanding!j
places, where I might behold Marcellus,,
difplaying to thy view, the wonders of Sicily 3
or rather, where I might fee Emilius, leading
at his cbgribt wheels, a train of kings, pres
ceded by their riches: then, fhould I, with
tranfport, give thee thofe titles, which thou
hadft arrogated to thyfelf. I applaud thy
fortune, that forcune, of which thou waft,
in former ages, fo vain, and to which thou
haft gloried in attributing power, rather than
to thy barbarous infancy, thy unfettled laws,
thy tempeftuous government, and even thy
vertues, which were never more . celebrated
than in thofe miferable times, when thou hadft
only preceptors, in the place of heroes. (¢}

T From

(¢) Proinde ab hoc orfurus aliquis initio..... ipfos
" in teftimonium vocaverit Romanos, ut qui plus fortunz
quam virtuti refulerint.  (Plut. de fort. Rom.) ,
This little treatife, by Plutarch, is worth reading. It
will, there, be feen that, exclufive of fome fqperﬁitioug
ideas, his opinions concerning the Roman affairs are,
apparently, - like thofe, which we Lave prefumed to
advapce. Now,  as Plutarch cannot te fufpected of
.haying
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- From the conqueft of Carthage, Rome
arofe the miftrefs of the whole world : from
that period, what pawer could have oppofed
her? Could, Philip, Antiochus, or Perfius,
furrounded as they were by jealous neigh-
bouring ﬁatcs,land kings who, were their enc-
mies, have amufed themfelves with the hopes
of doing more than Carthage did? It is,
at this period, in particular, that the fortune
of the Romans becomes fo confpicuous,
Rome, triumphant, or rather entering into

the poffeffion of riches, might have funk into

effeminacy ; affluence might have introduced

luxury; to luxury ‘might have fucceeded,

jealoufies amongft the ciuzens, and thefe

~ jealoufies would, in their.turn, have brought

en troubles, and . civil difcord: fome few
years of repofe would have given birth to all

having treated with injuftice, the Romans, on whem
he hath lavifhly beftowed the mofl flattering ercomiums,
there is reafon to belicve that thefe fentiments were not
offenfive to them. It is well known that the Romas
emperors were accuftomed to place in their own chamber,
agolden ftatue, reprefenting fortune. Mareus Aure-
Yus, perceiving himfelf at the point of death, ordered
this ftatue to be carried to his fueceffor ; and this aétion
was fuppofed t6 be the fignal of his renunciation of the
empire, :

i
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thefe evils: but the bad ‘policy of Philip;
and the prefumption of Antiochus, preferved
the Romans from this danger. Inftead of -
temporifing, inftead of raifing, as it were, a
bank to repel the torrent, thefe two princes
were {o rafth as to turn their arms agamnft a
people, inured to war, by a long feries of
military operations, and elevated with the
moft fignal fucceffes. This was a madnefs, -
fo ftrikingly marked, as almoft to render an
enquiry into the motives of it difgufting:
‘but as true philofophy doth mot deem it a
fufficient intelligence, if fhe difcover the mif-
takes of human nature, nor reft till fhe hath -
feen from whence thofe miftakes fprang, we
fhall rifque fome refleCtions, on the caufes of
thefe fingular events.
" It cannot be denied, that whatfoever ad
vantages Rome might, hitherto, have gained,
fhe neverthelefs had not yet acquired any
great: eftimation amongft the Greeks. They '
faw all thefe exploits, in thelight of wars be-
tween Barbarians, and were more accuftomed
to dwell on the expedition of Pyrrhus, than
on the battle of Zama. One may even per.
ceive that at the opening of the Macedonian
war, the Romans had no allies, except the
Erolians ;
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Etolians; a people hated, and difcredited
ihrough'out all Greece; but who, notwith-
ftanding, attributed to themfelves, all the
fuccefs of the battle of Cynofcephalus, and
boafted that they, alone, had triumphed
over Philip. = Pride, and a.vain prefumpticn,
were vices, peculiar to the Greeks, of thofe
. times. ~There is every reafon to imagine,
‘that they did not begin. to fear the power of
the Romans, but in the moment, when they
felt ‘the fatal effe@ts of it. As to Attalus,
and Eumenes, his fon, who affifted the Ro-
mans, during the Macedonian and Syrian wars,
they can only be regarded as' the kings «f
fortune. Wavering and’ ill-eftablithed, but,
above all, exceedingly jealous of the great,
'neighbouring monarchies, they perceived na
danger in feconding a republic, from whom
they conjectured that they had lefs to fear,
than to hope.

In the, midft of thefc nﬁng, or expmng
monarchies ; in the midft of the convullions
with which thofe new empires, the relics of
the power of Alexander, were inceflantly
agitated, the Grecian republics, too weak,
too difunited, to exift merely by their own
power, .d not. fail to 'add a confiderable

‘ force

)
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force to the party, which they’ embraced.
.They were weights, which ferved to adjuft
the ballance, and which, perpetually, paffed
-from one fcale into the other fcale: and yet, '
‘lulled by the remembrance of liberty and in-
dependency, they extended their open arms
.to the Arft ftate, which pr'cfentéd to them
a piture of thefe bleflings. Now, the Ro-
mans having. made a proclamation, which
was delivered by Quintus Flaminius, of thei
_ intention to  reftore Greece to her freedom,
and to deliver all the cities,’ from the burden
of foreign gartifons, the Greeks - were fuch
dupes, as to fuppofe that the whole face of
‘their country  would be changed, -and that
Rome would affift them, in the total aboli-
tion of arbitrary power. It is, indeed, well
deferving our notice, that, prior to the con-
quefts of Alexander, defpbtifm was un-
known in Europe, except in the neighbour-
hood of the Perfians. It, then, fallied forth,
at once, from the midft of the Grecian army 3
but unattended, either by the antiquity of
-empires, or the long anceftry of royal houfes,
the ufual fupport of authority, its reign was
conftantly precarious, nor had.it, yet, ac-
quired any ftability. The people, therefore,
S returned
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returned to their liberty, as, to thejr natural
condition. The fnare laid by the Romans,
to entr3p this moft enlightened quarter of the
world was, indeed, terrible ; and this ap-
Pparent benaficence had no other effeft, than
to break down all covenants, -all bonds, and
all political fyftems, amidft ‘thefe unfortu.
pate people, who, now, in exchange for the
fweet fentiments of liberty, felt nothing but °
the conviction of their own weaknefs,

The Greeks had, undeubtedly acted more
prudently, if, in order to prevent the Ro-
mans from rifing, at their fide, to fuch s
- pitch of grandeur, they had united them-
felves, firmly, to each other, oreven formed
an alliance with Philip : but the members of
fmall republics, in which the fpirit of party,
ufurps the- place of the fpirit of patriotifm,
chufe rather to perith with their enemies,
than to yield to them the moft infignificant
advantage. There was no tyrant whatfo- .
ever, whom a faGion would not have pre-
ferred to the chief of an oppofite fation:
and the confederacy of the Achaians, who
were not apprehenfive of the confequences of
calling Philip to their affiftance, when the in~

"~ .tended war againft the Etolians was in agi~

tationy
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tation, deferted Perfius,” when it became nes
ceffary to oppofe the Romans. As to Antio<
chus, his prefumption, his Afiatic pride,
the diftance at which he, ftill, viewed the forces
of the Romans, and above all, the feeds of
difcontent whith he fowed amongft the Rhoe
dians, were the caufes of his ruin. 1 fhall
fay nothing of Perfius, fince that prince afs
cended the throne, involved in fuch unhappy
circumitances, as to have felt no alternativg
between war and bondage. Thus, what
foever ill fuccefs, he had reafon to expedk
from his encerprifes, they were, notwithy
fanding, become neceffary.

Such were the errovs in policy, wlnch
cleared the path, along which thé Romans’
were to pafs, ere they arrived at univerfal
monarchy. - We have obferved this peaple,
giving laws to Europe, to Afia, and o Afris
ca; but, like thofe emiffaries who, previs
ous to- the breaking out of war, are fent to
fathom the defigns of princes, to examine
into the ftate of their forces, and difcover

what fupplies- may be expetted from them, - -

we have traverfed the whole world, that we
might form a jufter idea of the enterprizes of
the Romans, and of the reafons of their fuc-

celss
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cefs ; in this refpe@, we have putfued a plan,
- far different from that plan adopted by tho'
writers, -who have limited all their refearches.
to the ftudy of the Roman laws; and who
‘ay be compared to thofe inattive citizens,
whom Paulus ZEmilius upbraided with idly
difcuffing, in:the forum, the pofture of af-
fairs,. and contcntmg themfelves, in the mo-
ment, when the conful was departing on fome
linportant expedition, with merely attending
him to the..gates of Rome, and withing him
a - fortunate:.fuccefs.(f) From the refult of
our refle@ions, we derive a convi@ion that
the principles of the Roman power, exifted
tather beyondy than within this celebrated re-
public. Lt 1s, now, examine the effets
of the. Roman .government; in its more im-
mediate relation to its own particulars, and
the influence which it poffefied over tbe for-
tame of other nations. _

«. S T CHAE

; -(f) Examine the oration, which Plutarch makes
Panlus Emilius deliver, on his departure for Macedon,
It is a curious paflage, and capable of diminithing the
opmnon, which may-have been conccxved of the Ro,
mans in thofe times,
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CHAP. VI

Tbe influence of the Roman government over thé
bappinefs of the people: the condition of thé
Romans till the time of Cafar,

TH E title of this chapter fufficiently inti<
mates, that the conquefts of the Romans,
and even their Leroic vertues, are, no longer
to be the objeéts of our attention. . Were the '
people happy? “was it fortunate to live at
Rome? fuch are the queftions, which we
muft now refolve, 4s if we were in the
place of Lucumo(g) or Appius, when thefe
two ftrangers came to eftablifh themfelves in
this city. \ :

Vor. 1. L It

(g) *¢ Afterwards, Lucius Tarquinius Prifeus,”
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. It is needlefs to dcclarc,_fhat we fhall not
confider this queftion, relatively to the paf-
fions and manners of our contemporaries
- Were it even to be proved, that the condi-
tion of the Romans did not appear to merit -
the envy of the French, or the Englifh, it
would not, therefore, follow, that this con-
dition was, in itfelf, unhappy. Infa&, what-
.foever inclination we may have, to refer
every thing to our own peculiar ideas, we
have beén long fince accuftomed to the ad-
miffion of fome particular fuppofitions, by
which, we are contented to regulate the -
. feelings of our mind! thus, frequently, a
philofophical and paffive fpectator bears a
part in the frenzy of Seide, or the enthu-
fiafm of Policuctes: but there is fomethmg
more than this; there are certain gcnerahtles,
certain marks, by which, the condltxon of a
nation is manifefted in the abftra. As
groamng is afign of pain; fo complaints,
debates, and quargcls, are proofs of the dif-
contentment, and almoft univerfal mifery of
- the people: and without alluding to civil
wars, famine, contagion, and the like cala-
mities ; is not the ferocity of individuals, a
conftant fymptom of habitual fufferings ? no--"
thing,
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thing, thcrefore’,.prewnts us from judging
* of the antients, as we fhould judge of each
other ; neither aré we precluded from the ap-
plication of thefe great objefts, to the moft
known principles of morality and politics,
But, amidft fo many revolutipﬁs, and fuch
a multitude of alterations, made in the forms
of the Roman government, how can we, pof-
fibly, advance an opinion concetning it, with
any degree of precifion, unlefs we divide its
hiftory into féveral epochas ?

From the foundation of Rome, to the ex«
pulfion of the kings, may be included a pe-
 riod of about two hundred and forty years 3
from the expulfion of the kings, to the entire
conqueft of Italy, may be allowed the fame .
fpacc of time ; from the firft Puhic war, to
the deftruction of Carthage, may be reckoned
at about one hundred and twenty years;
and from that event, to the fubverfion of the
republic, about fifty, or fixty years, at the
moft,(b) thefe four different epochas muft

L2. ferve

(b) If T miftake not, the banifhment of Tarquin,.
and the total deftru&tion of the regal power were effec-
ted in the two hundred and forty-fifth year of Rome ;'
Italy was entirely conquered in the year 48g; Carthage

' , was
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ferve us, as four different points of view, i
which, we may behold the Roman people.
We only intreat the reader to be fatisfied,
although we fhould not call thefe epochas, |
the four ages of the republic. He will,
doubtlefs, difpenfe with our diftinguifhing
its infancy, its youth, its manhood, and its
old age. All this infignificance of low rhe.
toric, and bad policy, could tend to no
ufeful purpofe, except a demonfiration of
the too general abufe of words, and the in-
fluence, which lariguagc may pofiefs over
opinions. Infa&, as foon as men became fo
weak, as to efteem the frivolous flights of
intelle&s, which are more fubtle, than pene-
trating, they were, by degrees, accuftomed
- to affix to them fome meaning; and they
no longer' confidered republics, or, even
governments, but as kinds of phyfical beings, -
whofe difeafes, -habitudes, regimen, &c. it
was neceflary to examine. The reafon of all

. ' this,
was overthrown in Gz1; aod the republic was extin-

guithed in 706. It was not neceflary for the ingeni-

ous and elegant author to write with the precifion of
an arithmetician, It is rather the philofopher, and

friend of human nature, than the formal chronologift,
who, to communicate his refearches with the greater
perfpicuity to the reader, divides this period into four
wras. K, ' ‘
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this, is, that nothing exercifes and fatigues
the mind more than abftraction; .and that
this a& of withdrawing fome part of the idea
~. from the other parts of it, hath need of fup-
porting itfelf on fenfible circumftances.
. Hence, it is, that the language of argument
is, conftantly, on the point of running out
into a figurative ftile ; a itile, equally vicious
and incerre&, of which, allegoryis the worft
abufe. Thus, it may be obferved, that the
more ignorant and unpolithed a nation is,
the more its language abounds with meta-
phors and comparifons. They are the -art-
ful expedients of the mind, to etude that
exact definition, which fo frequently baffles
all her powers. Are the principles of a re-
public to be unfolded ? it is compared'to a
living being. Are the properties of a juft
man to be explained ? He is likened to a re-
public. Thus, are we, inceflantly, turning
round, within a circle of errors, where every
thing meets with its refemblance, ‘and where
nathing is decifive.(7) But it is not fufficient
' ‘L3 T te

\

* (i) Plato, in writing his treatife on a republic, feems
to have had no obje& in view, except the teaching us-
in what juftice confited. He compares man to a re-
public,

'
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to condemn, and avoid thefe abufes, intre:
duced before. our time, it may, perhaps, be
neceflary to open, for ourfelves, new roads;
and fince we muft difcover fome means, of
afcertaining the {pirit of the different political
conftitutions, it might not, probably, be im-
proper to confider, whether, inftead of fix-
' ing our whole artention on laws, and .infti-
tutions, which are, frequently, the effe&t of
, chance,

public, in which reafon is the mcnarch, and where the
paflions form the common people. To this fubtle idea,
we owe thofe ingenious extravagancies, which fome -
modern authors are, flill, now and then, reviving’
to the difgrace of philofophy ! as to the reft, Plato was
not always fo alleporical ; nor hath he, at times, been
above defcending into exatt definitions.” Diogenes La-
ertius obferves, that he made the excellence of govern-
ment confit in three circumftances. Firft, in the
goodnefs of the laws; fecondly, in the obedience,
which the people paid to thofe laws; and thirdly, in
the exiftence of {fuch cuftoms, and rules, as were able
to fupply any defe&t in the laws. In like manner, to
difcover the vices in a government, Plato propefed the
examination of three things, in particular; firt, if the
laws were nct ferviceable, either to the fubje&-inhabi-
tents of the kingdom, or to foreigters; fecondly, if
thefe laws may be-tranfgreffed with impunity ; thirdly,
if there be no laws, and if tyranny, folely, predomi-
natein the flate.” There may be lcfs of ingenuity in
this, but it is much more intelligible.

~
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" chance, it were not better to employ ourfelves,

particularly, in the inveftigation of thofe cir-
cumftances, under which, a people may have
formed themfelves, and in an enquiry, con-
cerning the charaGer and interefts peculiar
to mankind, in the moment when they en-
tered into a fociety, and had enafted their
laws. In fa&, the people muft have exifted
prior to the eftablifhment of laws; and the
founders, either of republics, or of empires,
could, fcarcely, have been, all, in the famé
pofition, when they had fettled their forms of
© government. Now, there is reafon to fuppofe
that, thefe firft moments threw a very con-
fiderable influence over the future; fo
much, indeed, that one might propofe this

political problem : from the given circums-

ftances, attending the eftablithment of a
people, find out the appertaining fpirit and
charatter(k). Thus, forinftance, one might
| O ~ Lg ~ _be

(k) I cannot determine whether this obfervation

. hath been negle@ed by political authors, or whether I

have never been ftricken with it, in any patt of their
works : but I have a particular pleafure, in paying a
tribute of applaufé to the writer, to whom I am indebted
for it. I mean the author of I'biftoire politique da
gouvernement Romain,

|
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be convinced, that, whatever modifications
were defigned to have been introduced,
amongft the governments of Tyre, Sparta,
and Athens, the fpirit of commerce ought
to have reigned. in the firft, the fpirit of
equality, in the fecond, and the fpirit of in-

~ dependance,. in the third.(l)

. This

- (1) 1 cannot difpenfe with obferving, in this place,
that the above cited idea, differs, widely, from the

. .maxim, advanced by Machiavel, in his difcourfe on

Livy.  He, there, afferts, that, to enable a ftate to
exift, for any long period, it is neceffary to call it,

_ frequently, back to the firft principles of its confitu-

tion. It appears to me that almoft every ftate hath been
eftablifhed in circumftances, quite oppofite to thofe
circumftances, in which, in procefs of time, it became
involved ; and that, therefore, it would be ufelefs, and
even, detrimental,‘ to have, recourfe to fuch a remedy ;
every alteration ina ftate is not a certain fign of the *
corruption of the people. The variations introduced
by particular circumftances, may, and, even, ought to
have a great influence upon the government, A bar-
barous and unpolithed nation may become commer-
cial, and engaged in agriculture ; whilft a commercial

‘nation may grow warlike. It is, therefore, highly ne-

ceflary,. amidft thefe changes of government to diftin-
guifh with precifion, that which appertains to the na-

-ture of things, and that which relates to the corruption
-of mankind. Idlenefs, pride, and difobedience are
. -certain marks of corruption ; but the changes of fortune,

new
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This ‘method of confidering our fubjed,
feemns to throw it into a new, and more per-
fpicuous light. But, amidft the different
applications, in which we might employ it,
we fhall confine ourfelves to the Romans,
and examine under what circumftances, their
firft legiflation endeavoured to give fome form

to the ftate. ,
Let

new - pretenfions, and alterations in ranks, and dig-
nities, flow not from the fame principle. At Rome,
for inftance, a Plebeian might fland for the confulthip,
- and yet the republic would not have been corrupted :
and in like manner, at London, a merchant might fit
in the houfe of commons, without any difparagement
to the nation. At Rome, the perpetuity of families,
the honours conferred in time of war, vertues, and
manners, foon raifed the confequence of the Plebeians.
At London, the {pirit of commerce hath rendered the
merchant, as important as the man of quality. The
Plebetan, in the time of Canuleius, could not have
been compared to the Plebeian in the time of Valerius ;
neither is there any refemblance between the modern
merchant of London, and the merchant in the reign of
Edward the third : now, to have. pretended, at a par-
ticular crifis, to have brought back a ftate, to its firft
principles, would, if at Rome, have reduced a power-
ful and refpeable peuple, .to their original mifery,
and debafement ; and, if in 'England, it would have
eftablifhed a feodal government, in the place of a go-
vernment, founded on property, and’ equal reprefenta-
: tion 3
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Let us recollect what hath been obferved, .
in the preceding chapter, and we fhall per-
ceive that, according to all appearance, Ro-
mulus was but an adventurer, of whom Nu-
mitor availed himfelf, to be revenged on
Amulius, and who foon afterwards was, in
his turn, fo fufpe&ed by Numitor, that this
prince kaew of no circumftance; which he, fo
eagerly, defiréd, as the immediate opportu-
nity of getting rid of him, by furnifhing him
with means, wherewith to eftablifh a colony.
Romulus, therefore, affembled fome young
men, belonging to the city of Alba, with
whom he joined thofe adventurers, who

l ‘ chofe

tion; wemuft enquire, then, firft, -what hath been the
charalter of a nation, at the time of its eftablifhment.
Secondly, what influence this natioral ‘charaéter had
upon the conftitution of the ftate. Thirdly, if the firkt
cuttoms, apd primitive laws are fo good, as to merit
the being preferved, or if the alterations in circom-
ftances have drawn them into the legiflation. Itisin
this laft cafe, that the original, and, primitive cha
rafter of 2 nation, may find itfelf alling in oppofition
to its interefls ; and then great care muft be taken, lef
it be led back to its‘firft principles: it is even necel-
fary to fuffer them to be obliterated, as much as pofible,
for fear that the people, always willing to become,

again, what they had been, might never prove what
they ought to be, .
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chofe to offer themfelves. Amongft thefe
laft. were fome individuals, whofe birth, or
affluence entitled them to a fuperior diftinc-
tion ; they were feparated from the lower
clafs of the people, and united with the chief
‘of the Albans; they conftituted the body of
Patricians. No fovereign, who doth not
eftablith his power, cither by force of arms,
or by fome particular revolution, can become
arbitrary. It was, therefore, the duty of
Romulus, to pay the greateft attention to the
principal mtmbers of his colony. From
hence, arofe that {pirit of ariftocracy, and
that charatteriftic of fiercenefs, which it
always preferved. A colony eftablifhed,
without any regard to commerce and in-
.duftry, muft of courfe be driven into alts
of plunder; from plunder arife reprifals;
and reprifals render a ftate of war neceffary,
and habitual. From hence, may be derived
the firft interior arrangement of " the city of
Rome: from hence, proceeded the plan of
throwing the Roman people into the form
of a legion; a form, the beft adapted to their
fituation, at that period, when the women
were fo few in number, within this infant

‘ colony,
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* colony, that it might be confidered as a little
army.

The firft want, of which a warlike colony

‘becomes fenfible, is the want of population.
As pillage is more attended to than the cul-
tivation of the earth, and war more purfued
than commerce, foldiers are more neceffary
than flaves ; hence, arifes the principle of
putting no individual to the fword, and of re-
ducing no enemy into captivity, who delivers
up his arms; a principle, which merits the
ftriteft actention, fince it may be confi-
dered, as the fource of all the fucécfs, which
waited upon the Romans.
+ A colony, expofed to the dangers of war,
fhould always be prepared for battle; nor
can it difpenfe with keeping its members,
as nearly colleCted together, as poffible.
From hence, procecd a limitation of -eftates,
and the neceffity of confining the heads of fa-
milies to the cultivation of, only, 2 fmall
portion of land. This neceflity gives birth
to frugality; and frugality introduces aufte-
rity of manners, &c.

A colony, ‘in which, abcut the time of its
. eftablithment, the number of wonien was
extremely inconfiderable, and cenquered, alfo,

. by
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- by the power of the {fword, would, of courfe,
reduce thefe women into a fubjection to the
moft rigorous laws ; nor would the children
be exempted from the fame {evere regula-
tions.(m) From hence, may be derived, that

’ cruel

(m) Itis certain that the wives were punithed with
deith, for the flighteft offences ;- for example, if they
had drunk wine. Fathers enjoyed the power\of life
and death- over their children, and this barbarous au-
thority included a right to fell them, as flaves, Dio-
nyfius Halicarnaffius hath obferved, that all legiflators
have thought it proper, to fix the length of time, during
which, the children were to remain fubje@ to paternal
authority ; that the entrance into the age of puberty
was the period appointed by fome legiflators, for their
enfranchifement; whilt others had determined that
they fhould receive it, on the inftant of their marriage:
but that the Romans, more wife than all the reft of the
world, had appoiated no particular limits to this au-
thority. ‘

The inhuman cuftom, which Lycurgus eftablifhed at
Sparta, was adopted by Romulus, with only one foften-
‘ing reftriGtion. The latter, inftead of permitting the
Romans to expofe their weak and deformed children,
in the firt moments of their exiftence, gaveorders, that
they fhould be preferved, during three years; as in that
interval, either receiving health and ftrength, their
"limbs might knit themfelves into better proportion ; or,
their parents might acquire an affe&tion for them,-which
they were too unnatural to feel before. Although this
law was confirmed by the laws of the twelve tables, it

was,
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cruel authority, exercifed by hufbands over
their wives, and, even, by fathers over -
their offspring. The power of fathers is,
always, more fharp, and more abfolute than
the power of mothers. A mother may be
confidered as the chief moderatnx of pater-
nal defpotifm.

‘Such are the obfervations, which the Ro-
man people, in their infant ftate, naturally,
fuggeft to us. However inconfiderable the

number

was, yet, too frequently, tranfgrefled : it would be na-
tural to imagine, that paternal authority, fo barbaroufly
exerted, muit have extinguifhed all traces of filial piety ;
but Rome abounded with firiking inftances of the pre-
valence of this vertue ; and, as a proof, that the feverity
of thoft laws, to which the wives were fubje&, was
. kept inaltive, by their exemplary behaviour, let it be
remembered, that more than fcur ages bad elapfed,
when Carvilius Ruga, by repudiating his wife, occafi-
oned the very firft divorce. K. .
It had not the appearance of a modern: feparation.
The chaftity of the fair Roman was unfullied by fuf-
picion. Sterility, a misfortune, but ‘not a crime, was
all the hutband could alledge againft her; it was ufual
for the citizens to fwear that they married, with the
view of having children. Refpe& for the oath which
he had taken, alone, induced Carvilius to diffolve the '
union. The motive was, at leaft, plaufible; and yet

all Rome beheld him, dunng the remainder of his life,
with indignation. K.
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. sumber of thefe colonifts may be, they, not-
withftanding, afford us an ample intimation,
that they were deftined to prove, conftantly,
ambitious ,in their ptojeéts, fierce in their
modes of government, and feracious in their
manners. However, the admiffion of the

- Sabines, into the city of Rome ; however the
peaceable reign of a foreign legiflator,(#) who
att_cmptcd, with the affiftance of religion, and
the laws, to foften the manners of a barba-
rous people ; and however, the more {plendid
reign of another foreigner,(o) who extricated
the Romaans, from their groveling fituation,
by providing for their carlicft, and moft ef-
fential wants, may have, fomewhat, modi-
.fed their original charaéeriftic, we are, ftill,
certain of tracing it, from the affaffination of
Camillus, down to the profcriptions of Sylla,

But, were it even true, that the vertues of
infant Rome had fo far prevailed over her
vices, that happinefs may be faid to have
refided within her firft cottages, what confe:
quences can be drawn from hence, condu-
cive to the welfare of mankind? would it

’ follow

{ﬁ) Numa Pompilius.
(¢) Tarquin, the elder.
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follow that the people muft, generally, enjoy
the greateft fhare of felicity, in a newly-rifing
ftate ? but the beginnings of empires are,
only as moments, in the feries of ages; and,
the obje@ of a good government fhould be
to give permanence to public happinefs.
Rome, inceflantly, engaged in battles, that
the might procure fome fheaves of corns;
Rome, at once, a ftranger to the tranquility
of focial life, and the activity of induftry;
Rome, ftill poor, fill deftitute of power,
doth not prefent to our view a very flattering
profpet ? and what, at the bottom, could
" the common people be, who fuffered them-
felves to be governed, during the fpace of
eight days, by a king,(p) already, in his
grave, a’ prey to worms; who, at length,
received from a female hand, a flave for their
monarch; and who, foon afterwards, became
" vi@tims to a deteftable tyrant, from whofe
yoke, they, perhaps, could never have been
freed, if the fenfe of honour, had not been
more

(#) Tanaquilla, the wife of Tarquin the elder,
thought it proper to conceal the death of this prince,
until Servius Tullius fhould have fixed his plan to fuce
ceed him, Servius Tullius was born a flave,
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-more violent, than the fenfe of liberty ? and,
Jet it not be imagined, that a certain eafe of
life, a kind of fatisfation which fprings from
- an-equality of fortunes, could have indem-
nified the Romans for what they might have -
felt from other quarters, fince the mifery of
the people, the tyranny of the rich, the ri- '
gour of impofitions, and the weight of ufury
had, all, rifen to excefs, from the time of
‘Servius Tallius.((g) It mut be confefled,
therefore, that this firft epocha of the go-
vernment of kings doth no where aﬂ'ord us
a picture of happinefs. .

In the fucceeding times, we fhall, proba-
bly, perceive more grandeur than happinefs ;
more vertue than confolation. ‘Their kings’
had, fcarcely, been expelled, when a cruel
war . was kindled to accomplith their re-
eftablithment. Infpite of her victories, gain-
ed at the lake Regillus, Rome perceived her

Vou. I. - M- enemies

—

(¢) See the oration, in which Dionyfius Halicar-
paffius fuppofes this king to have declared to the Roman
people, that, by ordering a general Cen{us, he only
meant to diftribute lands amongit thofe, who had none,’
and to remedy the bad effeéts of afury, which isa na-
tural confequence of the difficulty attendmg the pay-
ment of taxes,



198 AN ESSAY ON

ehemies encamped upon the Mons Jamculus H
and nothing but the intrepidity of afingle
man effe@ted the prefervation of all.(r) The
death of Tarquin, indeed, diffipated the
alarms of the néw republic ; but the people;
in the room -of oné tyrant, whom they had
loft, found a thoufand tyrants, amidft the
 Patricians. Were I defitous of fixing an
opinion, -concerning the happinefs of the
Romans, during this epocha, I fhould not
afk for any affiftance, except. the perufal of
‘the marginal notes of Livy; they would fur-
nith us, folely, with inftances, either of ex-
terior wars, or of interior troubles ; thefe laft

' ’ o were

' (r) It may eafily be guefled, that I mean Horatius
lees; As to the ftory of Mutius Scavola, I fhall al-
lude to it, in this note, for no other reafon, than that
I may remark, how greatly a tafte for the marvellous
fill prevails among us. Dionyfias Halicarnaffius makes
no mention of this ﬁngular ation of Mutius, who burns
his hand, in atteftation of 4 falfehood ; but the fa& is
extraordinary, and we feem fo much more pleafed. tq
follow Livy, than Dionyfius, that we do not give our-
felves the trouble, to obferve the difference fo remark- -
able between the narratives of the two authors. Mr. de
Pouilli, in his learned work, entitled ¢ Diflertation fur
Pincertitude de Phiftoire des quatre premiers fiecles de
Rome,” proves that this account of Scazvola was an
‘imitdtion of the recital of a fimilar tranfa&mn, takcn
from a Grecek hiftorian, ‘
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were ftill more terrible than their battles, bev
caufe war was efteemed a remedy for, or, at
leaft, an allevation of the public misfortunes.
How deplorable muft that condition have
proved, in which this fcourge became defira-
ble -in which, the tears of the people could
not have beendried up, until the ftreams of
human blood began to flow 1 ’
Amidft thefe habitual evils, what cala-
mities poured in frof foreign quarters! the
city taken by enemies, hitherto, unknown !
a general fcarcity of provifions ! contagions !

miferies of every kind !...... (3)
. M2 ~ But

(s) My readers will, probably, be farprifed, whilgt
they obferve me placing to the fame account famine,
and, particularly, contagions. Their aftonithment would
"be jult, were thefe calamities the effes of accident. It
is well known, that the cultivation of the earth prevents
famine, bpt it is no lefs certain, that it prevents dif-
eafes: firft, hecaufe famines are the general fources of
epidemical diforders: fecondly, becaufe the air is the
moft wholfome, when theearthis in the be# flate of cul
tivation : thirdly, becaufe peace, and plenty, furnith
the means of preferving health, by ufeful eftablifhments,
fuch as aqueduéls, common fewers, neatnefs in houfes,
and cloathing, a choice of aliment, falutary liquors,
gardening, &c. Mr. Corbyn Morris, (id his ¢ collec-
tion, of bills of mortality,” quarto) ha.th remarked, that

fince
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*‘But it will be-faid ;  what 4 terrible vne
-meration bave we, bere, of thofe evils, which
the Roman people fuffered.. You will the more
‘eaffly reap an. advantage from it, becaufe, mif-
fortune being the common lot of bumanity, tbe
idea of that misfortune, is but too comfpicuous
20 the view of all mankind. But love for ones
country, an altachment to the laws, and the
entbufiafm of glory are all faftitious paffions,
and, to be knotwon, they muft bave been experi-
enced. Thus, whilft you give a loofe to thefe
fpeculations, you become more fenfible of the mi-
fery of 1be Romans, than of the bappinefs,
‘which they may bave enjoyed 5 and whilft your
mind compares, your too partial imugination
turns the fcale.” ... Not to negle&t this objec- |
tion, let us enter more particularly mto the
fubjeét.

The ftrongeft paﬂion which hath been at-
tributed to the Romans, is the love of glory.
Let us, for 2 moment, adopt this general
opinion, and endeavour to apply it to the -

welfare

fince the Englith have entered fo much into gardening,
‘the frequent epidemical diforders, to which they gave
the name of plagues, have been lefs common, and fatal,
than they ‘were before. .
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welfare of the people. We fhall, doubtlefs;
perceive a militia, trained up to war, contix
nually, defiring that they might be led-on-to
sonqueft. The loweft citizens, as they
walked along the forum,. would draw.out the
plan of opcrations,and. fix the ®ra of vi&ory._
Even the moft tender wives, the moft timid

‘ mothers would catch the univerfal enthufiafm,
and the pcoplé, intoxicated with. fuccefs,
would eafily forget their hardfhips..

How different is this reptefentation from
the reality ! let us no longer judge of Rome,
by what hiftorians tell us, but by .what they
teach us. Let.us, in imagination, tranfport
-ourfelves into the heart of this city, and,
‘here, perceive a forrowful, and unhappy
populace trembling- before the fenate. Let
us hear them implore this fenate, at one- mo-
‘ment, with fighs, and at another mement
with: threats, that they would deign to. grant
-them fome acres of land, for- their fubfiftance,
Let us liften to the cries.of thofe brave fol-
diers, who- fhew, amidft their honourable
fcars, the difgraceful marks of whips, and
chains ; unhappy .wretches, thrown, without
ditinttion, amongft the meaneft flaves, be-

M3 e
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caufe they could not pay for the arms, with
. which they had pierced their enemies, and
- the ‘bread, which they had eaten, on the day

of battle !..... The gates open ; the fenators

uppear ; ‘their favage lodks declare their pro-
jedts;-a barbarous joy eéxults in every feature.
What 4re they preparing to announce to the
~ people ? ‘the -alleviation of the public cala-
‘mities, tranquility, plenty *...... No; but,
the encmy, tempted, either by the fecret in-
~ trigues of the fenate, or, By that confidence,
which long diffenfions*could not ‘have failed
to ‘infpire, ‘advances ‘with &afty ftrides, -and
will, foon, appear before whe gates .of -she
city. Already, the confuls, feated .in 'their
Curule-chairs, fummon' the young mean to
«their tribunal. To-morrow, the enemy is.to:be
_attacked. The glory of repelling them may,
"perhaps, -be-bought with the bloed -of ‘three
thoufand citizens. Perbaps, teo, this enemy
may carty fite, and the {fword, even into the
capital. ' But'what doth it fignify ? ‘at this
" .time, the Agrarian law fhall not bc pro-
claimed.

Itis thus, that wars are kindled; it is- th!js,
that the love of glory intoxicates the Ro-

mans ;

~. I
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mans; it is thus, that they march on to-
wards the conqueft of the world.(¢)

But, what will be the iffue of this war2
fome few equivocal fuccefles. The enemy
will be repulfed, or, perhaps, retire of their
.own accord. However it be, the Romans -
will not think of profiting by the advantages
which they may have gained over them:
they will, purpofely, avoid purfuing them
Ainto their own territories, and; foon, return
to Ronie, to demand bread from the fenate. :

Mgy : Ado- '

(t) * Di modo che volendo Roma levare le cagion”
ge’ tumylti levava ancora la cagion dell’ ampliare.”
Machiavelli de difcorfi, liv. 2. pag. 20..

¢ Had Rome been willing to,ha&e removed the oc--
cafion of the tumult, fhe thould alfo have removed every.
occafion capable of increafing it. K.

Saint Auguftin, (de civitate Dei, l1ibs 3 eap. 10)
after having defcribed the continual wars, in which the
. Romans were engaged, makes arefletion fomething fi-
milar to that of Machiavel. Perhaps. (fays he) thefe
continual wars were neceflary to the aggrandizement of
the Romans, but what individual would wifh to acquire
a gigantic ftature, at the expenceof his health ? idopea
verd caufa ut magnum eflet imperium, cur effe deberet;
inquietum ? nonne .in corporibus hominum fatius efk
modicam ftaturam cum fanitate habere, quam ad moleqm
aliquam giganteam perpetuis aflictionibus pervenire 2

\
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Another objeétion. ... ¢« Thc Romans, (=
will be faid) were poor 5 true; but this po-
verty, far from beinga misfortune, became
a treafure to them. Frugality was to them,
‘a fubftitute for affluence, and as they had no
wants, they were ignorant of the value of
opulence.”..... They were ignorant of the
" value of opulence? whence came it, then,
that the Patricians had gotten poffeffion of alt
the lands belonging to the people, by ufury, -
and of all-the lands belonging to the republic,
by fraud ? why had thefe proud men fuch
valt eftates, replenithed with thofe, who were,
at firft, reduced to flavery, By the chance of
war, and then, purchafed, at a low rate, from
the needy foldiers? why did they, by a
hundred times, prefer driving the republic
on the brink of its deftrution, to.the parting
with a fingle inch of their lands ? why did
they rather chufg to offer tie people a facri-
ﬁce of rank magiftracy, and even religion,{x)
’ than

(1) None but the nobility enjoyed the privilege of
taking the aufpices : for this reafon, the {pirit of ariffo-
cracy, and the fpirit of fuperftition were infeparable.
‘We fhall have occafion, in the courfe of this work, to

prove
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than relinguith their -riches? (x) It were
needlefs ta deny, that at Rome, "the people
were poor, and difcontented, and the great,
rich, and avaritious. Thus, in the midft of
troubles and revolutions, after the tyranny
of the Decemvirs, the ravages of the Gauls,
and the invafion of Pyrrhus; after one
hundred and fifty years, all fpent in war,
againft the ZEqui, the Volicians, and the Etruf-
cans; after forty years of perpetual engage-
ments, with the Samnites, Rome, conftantly
torn by divifions and always poor, arrived,
as we have already fhewn, at the third
epocha’; thatis, atthe conqueft of Italy, and
the beginning of the firft Punic war.

I muft confefs that this zra is not without
its attractions. The fame gloom no longer.
feems to hang about the piture of the Ro-
‘ man

prove that, with ariftocracy, all the religion of the
Romans became extirpated ; 2n opening was made for
the fefts of Stoits, and Epicureans; and from hence,
likewife, -may we trace one of thofe concealed paths,
which led to the eftablifhment of chriftianity.

(x) It was only to avoid the Agrarian law, thatthe
Patricians permitted the Lex Sicinia, and the Lex Li-
cinia to pafs: by thefe, marriages and divifions of
magiftracies between the Plebeiars, and the Patricians,’
were permitted, for the firft time..
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man hiftory. Civil difcords are appeafed;
the moft fignal viGtories become the rewards
of military toils,- and Rome is beholden with
awe, by nations beyond the bounds of_Lly.
Were authors to-be. confulted, we fhould read
that this moment was the moment in which
the fucceffes of the republic had not, yet,
altered the vertues of its members. Rome,
if we are to abide by our references to thefe
hiftorians, was already powerful, and hither-
to uncorrupted. But, far from adopting fuch -
an opinion, ‘we fhall, on the contrary, en-
deavour to form a more exat idea of the
morals, and felicity of the‘Reman people.
~ The people, who can live upon a littde,
are not, therefore, happy; the Goths and
Vandals lived upon a little, and yet, they
marched, in fearch of plenty, into other cli-
mates. The people, who are inured to toil
. and fatigue, are .not, therefore, happy; the
Goths and Vandals were inured to toil, and
fatigue; and yet, they pafied into other coun-
tries, in queft of luxury and repofe. The
people, who are the moft powerful in battle,
.are not, therefore, happy; they cn;gagc in
battle, only, to obtain’ peace, and .the con-
veniences
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veniencies of life., The people, enjoying
eafe, -and diberty ; attached to their property;
and, above all, defiring no change of con-
dition, are happy. 'Now, one proof that the
Romans never partook of fuch happinefs, is,
that from the very firlt moment of their
having known what riches were, they coveted
them, with a degree of fury, and to that
luft, facrificed all their principles and manners.

In the four Rundred, and thirteenth year,
from her foundation Rome .cquired. the fo-
vereignty of ‘Capua. Scarcely had the army
taken up their qu-rters, in this country, fo
celebrated for its alluring productions, before
the fpirit of revolt invaded it. The foldiers _
fpurned at the authority of their chiefs,.and
concerted a plan, whereby to eftablith them-

felves in Capua. ‘What treafons poured in at

once! defertions, breach of oaths, and con-

tempt of military. power! no confideration,
'no circumftance, however, ‘could controul
thefe men, fo greedy after riches. The army
is feparated ; the precaution.was ufelefs: the
- greater part of the army, perfifted in rebelli-
on, and marched direétly to'Rome.

Shortly
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Shortly afterwards, the city of Rhegium
demands fuccours from Rome. A legion is
granted to them. How are thefe vertuous
men employed ? without any attention to the
faith of treaties, .and without the leaft regard
to hofpitality, they maffacre all the citizens,
compel the widows to receive them, as their
hufbands, and thus, take the poffeflion of
this unhappy town: to fuch an excefs ca
beings of a'favage mind be driven, by the
irrefiftable allurements of a life, in which
every convenience might be enjoyed, with
indolence! thefe two pictures will, fufficient-
Iy, enable the reader to judge.if the Romans
were happy at Rome, and if they preferred
their condition, to the condition of other
nations. ' | ‘
The firft Punic war plunged the rcpublfc
once more into new troubles. In fa&, al-
though during the courfe of this war, Rome
was more fuccefsful, than unfortunate, yet
- the people did not receive from thefe ad-
‘wvantages, a compenfation for the defeat of
Regulus, and the lofs of their three fleets,
which were either taken or funk. A victory,
frequently, reftores the poffeffion of a coun-
tFy,
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try, which had been feized on, in confequence
of a former defeat; but never can it reftore
the hufband, to the widow, or the father, to
the orphan. It is difficult to defcribe a more
fhocking fituation, than the fituation, in
“which the republic found itfelf, after the firft
fifteen years of the Punic war. Not to men-
tion the perpetual humiliations, which it un-
derwent, the Cenfus of its citizens, diminith-
ed almoft to within one half, is an ample
proof of the fenfible loﬁ'cs, under whxch it
laboured. :
When Carthage became humbled, then,
“arofe an uninterupted feries of good fortune,
in which every fuccefs was more fplendid
than the former; thus, the conclufion of our
third period makes amends for the beginning.
It was, then, that war appeared ufeful, be-
caufe the fpoils of all the nations were re-
gularly brought to Rome.(y) But, who pro-
- fited

" (y) Metellus hath been reproached, for having dif-
played, during his trinmph, the ftatues, and other
works of art, which he brought from Syracufe. No
-cenfure can be more frivolous. Why did the Romans
fight ? you will anfwer, to be the mafters of the world.
And why, did they defire to be the mafters of the world,

: but
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fited by this plunder? firfl, the public tres

fury, every thing having been carried either

thither, or to- the temples; next, fome ava

-ritious generals; and laftly, the order of
Knights, who enjoyed no fhare of thefe riches,

until the duties had been fettled. Now, all

thefe conquefts might, indeed, have produced

to the Roman people, fome public fights,

fome feftivals, and fome games; but never

did they fcatter plenty amongft the neceffir

tous. An inftance may be met with, in the

hiftory of the Gracchi. Tiberius, in his ha-

rangue from the tribunal, was not apprehen-

five of exclaiming, thus: the wild beafts

have caverns, and dens, whither they can re-

- tire, whilft the citizens of Rome can neither
find a roof, nor fhed, beneath the covering of '
which, they might enjoy a fhelter, from the
inclemency of the weather; deprived of any
fettled refidence, and precluded from any
habitation, they wander, like unhappy out-
laws, even within the bofom of their own
| country.

but to enjoy riches, arts, and every thing which renders
life agreeable? ‘To praife a people for their frugality,
during their infant ftate, is fomething like commending
‘a rich principal in office, for not having kept a coachy
when he was, only, a poor'deputy.
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country, You are called the lords and maf-
ters of the univerfe. What lords! what
mafters! you! to whom they have not even: -
lefc an inch of land, to ferve you for a
grave.” ...... However exaggerated this
piGture may have been, the difturbance which
it occafioned amongft the .people, is a proof
that it was not, abfolutcly, a faint refem-.
blance, nor inapplicable 1o fome of the ci-
tizeris,. Belides, it is well known, that riches,
acquired without toil, and divided amongft a
vety fmall number of perfons, introduce lux-
ury, and corruption;(z) or rather, every
thing is already corrupted, when luxury ap-
pears; for luxury is but an effet, erected
into a principle. It comes not, until all
order hath, already, been deftroyed, and
whether it arife from the inequality of cir-
cumftances, or whether it flow from the abufe

of

(=) In the year 572, which was long before the ruin
¢f Carthage, Caias Menius, the pretor, was dire&ted.
by the fenate, to obtain alift of all the poifoners, which
might be foond either at Rome, or within ten miles of
the place : at theend of fome few days, this magiftrate
wrote word to the fenate, that he had already difcovered
shree thoufand, and that the namber feemed to increafe,.
in proportion to his enquiries,
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“of affluence, it, conftantly, maintains a fop-
pofition that, there are eafy’and rapid means
of acquiring money, and that paffions exit,
which are equally contrary to decency and
honetty.

The opinion of all mankind, and the fen.
timents of every age, exempt us from the
neceflity of levelling our ‘cenfures againft
that epocha, which we had fixed upon, as the
fourth epocha, No one can perufe, without
horror, the account of the revolutions, during
the times of the Gracchi, of Marius, and of
Sylla. We will turn afide from the fight of
this fatal pi&u}e, and, at once, conclude with
obferving, that Rome hath not, in any of thofe
xras, into .which we have direfted our re-
fearches, enjoyed a meafure of felicity, ca-
pable of making her condition envied, and
her forms of government admired.(a)

CHAP.

(a) The gloomy fadnefs, peculiar to' the Romans,
until the reign of Auguftus, is another obje&ion to their
pretended happinefs. When Cato accufed Murena, the
bittereft reproach, which he levelled at Lim, was his
havingdanced. His advocate, Cicero, exclaimed againft
the cruelty of thisallegation, and afferted, that it was
impoflible to impute to a man the crime of dancing,

. without
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"CHAP. VIL

e influence of the Roman government over the
bappinefs of all the different foreign fates.
The fituation of the world, at the #ra of tbe
Jubverfion of the repablzc.

IN proportion to the advances which we
make, in our obfervations on the hiftory of
humankind, we perceive ourfelves morc‘and
more ftricken with aftonitfhment; not thatwe
admire, with the multitude, that fucceflion

Vou. L. N of

without fuppofing that he had, previous to the come
miffion of the a&, given a loofe to intoxication, and
every other kind of debauchery.

It may be, farther, obferved, that the rehgxon of the
~ Romans was, conftantly, as ferocious as their manners.
After the battle of Canna, they thought it expedient
tobury alive, a male and female Gaul, and a Gre-

cian
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of events, and that variety of fcenes, which

occupy the furface of our globe; but rather,

becaufe, whilft we were employcd ‘n this at-

tempt, it became impoffible for us, to facri-

fice to the ftudy of fadts, the fublime con-

templations of -ancient nature, -without being

furprifed, and. even humbled, by the differ-

“ence, which exifks between the hiftory of the
world and the hiftory of man. Here, we

fee

tias man 3nd woman, that the gods might be appdafed.
This 2beminable barbarity was, among# them, nothing
more than cuftomary. Befides, religien was equally in-
tolerant during the zra of ancient, and the zra of mo.
dern Rome. When the magiftrate perceived, in the

fecond Punic war, that {feveral new rites and fome
reign modey of worfhip, had deen introduced into the
<ity, it was decreed, that all thefe forms thonld be fur-,
rendered up tothe prztor; nor was the obfervation of -
them, any more permitted. This intolerant {pirit, not
eonfined to rcligion, infefed even literature. Ia the
five hundred and-nimety-fisft year, from the foundation
of Rome, ail the Rhetoricians were driven from the
city. Ia the fix hundred and fixtyeth year, fome Latin
Rhetoricians, defirous of eftablithing fchools, in con-
juntion with the Groek Rhetoricians, were forbidden
to teach, whilft thefe laft were confirmed in their ex.
elufive prwﬂeges. There is, indeed, but litle yeafon
to: be aftonithed at fuch extravagancies, when we ob.
ferve, in the ¢ ‘Feffament politique,” attributed to Car-
dmal de Richlieu, a minifter gravely agitating this
queftion
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fec the waters preparing the earth, which we
are to cultivate, whether their flow retreat
forms the different beds, of which it is com-
pofed, or whether their more rapid courfe
marks out the vallies, and the mountains.
Myriads of aquatic animals feem to have
crouded, as it were, upon each other, to have
exifted, and to have perithed in heaps, only
to furnith the materials, wherewith we raife

N ©.ooeur

queftion: < fhould the care of public education, be
eommitted, exclufively, to the Jefuits, or to the Fran-
«<ifcans :
Such a queftion might, naturally, proceed from the
bigotted, and perfecuting Richlieu ; but as he was not
the author of the above-mentioned work, this abfardity
cannot, pofitively, be attributed to him. The « Tefe
tament politique” was written by another, who, to fix
the reputation of his produétion, with the public, had
fheltered it under the name of the minifter. Controver-
6ial and religious tralls were the only papers, belongs
ing to the cardinal, which were difcovered, after his
death. His niece the Duatchels d’Aguillon ordered thefe
to be revifed, corre&ted, and publithed. On politics,
a fubje& which Richlieu always mentioned with great -
referve, he wrote nothing. In France, the deathof d
celebrated minifter hath been as regularly followed by
his polisical tefament, as by his funeral. Colbert,
Albéroni, and the Marfhal de Bellifle, were fcarcely in
their graves, when they aftonithed us with fentences,
which, when living, they neither wrote, 'nor fpoke.
The teRament of Bellifle was made by Chevrier. K,
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our edifices ; whilt devouring fires, iffuing
from the entrails of the earth, have thrown
into the cavities of the rocks, the metals ne-
ceffary in the ftruture of thefe works. There,
piles of ftones arife, -like immenfe towers,
whofe heighth feems to command the uni
verfe: in one -place, the enormous mafs af-
tonithes by its ‘irregularity; and in another
- place, by its perfeét fymmetry. Here, dread
ful alluvions open a paflage for; the ocean, and
conduét it into the midft of the land. The
black fea breaks over -its bounds, and forms
the Archipelago of Greece, whilft other inun-
dations divide Anferica into two diftricts,
and bear away, from it, the Antilles. Marine
montters lie buried on the tops of mountains.
The valt fize of the bones of the terreftrial
animals is a proof of the antiquity of their
race, and points out the gradual degradation
of the fpecies, whilft, at the fame time, ve-
getation fprings forward towards perfeion,
and feems to receive from 'man, a kind of
hew education.

Such are the magnificent obje&s, which the
hiftory of the world prefents to our view.
- What thall we difcover in the hiftory of man-
: ' T ~ kind?2
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kind? fa@ts imperfectly known, and yet, ex-
tremely recent. Thirty ages, at the moft;
form the domain of hiftory: a fmall number
of dynaftics, three, or four nations, cele-
brated by their conquefts, compofe, if I may
be allowed the expreffion, the fole titles of
nobility, in the political world. L.t us, how-
ever, run over this brief genealogy, and only
confider what, generally, concerns the fitua~
tion of mankind.

We fhall not pretend to examine, whether,
as an ingenious author hath affected to prove,
a defpotic form of government drew its be-
ginning from a principle of fear, which fome
revolutions, effe@ted in different parts of thie
world, had infufed into the human mind; or -
whether this government, gétriarchial‘- in its
origin, be more natural to an indigenous
people :- it appears exceedingly certain, that
a power, vefted in a fingle man, fubfifted'in
Afia, from time immemorial; whereas the
firft examples of a republican government,
are to be met with amongft newly-rifing co-
lonies. We perceive, then, that from ‘the
firlt, the great monarchies appeared upon the
theatre of the world, which was, then, eon-

N3 " fined,
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fined to Afia, and to Egypt. Several cos
lonies fettled themfelves, afterwards, in Afia
Minor, and in Greece; and thefe colonics
bavipg, in their turn, fent out other colonics,
the republican form of government, maye
fuitable to men, living in a ftate of ¢quality,,
cafily propagated itfelf in thefe new eftablith-
ments. Here, alfo, it introduced that prof.
perity, which fo ufually attends igs progrefs.
Soon, this modern fociety of men, different
in their manners, and principles, contend °
with the ancient fociety, and conquer:, but
an ambitious youth, already corrupted by
his good fortune, prefers the manners of the
vanquithed, to the manners of the viGors.
Incapable of raifing himfelf o an equal rank
with gods, he debafes his fubjects, below the
condition of humanity, and thus, degrading
his exploits, proves that it was, only, the

~defpot, and not defpotifm, whom he was

anxious toattack. The period, during which,,
mankind groaned under the laws of this fenfe-
lefs mafter, was fhort: bue, at his® deceafe,,
conquefts were {o recent, the martial genius.
- fo predominant, and the interefts of the con-
querors, fo clofely connedted with: the fyftem
g of
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ef opprefion, that military defpotifin was
eafily fubftituted in the place of hereditary
defpotifm. * Shortly afverwards, this goverms
mch!:, which had been adopted by the Greeks,
san back from Afia into Europe, and fpread
ifelf through Macedonia, Thrace,. Hlyrium,
Epirus, &c. It was then, that liberty, driven
towards the Wett, took refuge at Carthage,
and atr Rome: but Rome, having quickly
triumphed over her rival, her infatiable ams
bition occafioned the defpotifm of kings o
be fucceeded by the defpotifn of the peoples
and this tyranny was the moft. fatal of all ty-
rannies. Thus, in few words; may be pe«
rufed. the account of that fmal number of
general falls, with which hiftory prefents us,,
and which lead us. to fuch reflexions, as com«
‘pofe the fubjed of this chapter. -

‘The maxim, il mando_invecchia, ¢ invecs
chiando. intriftifce,” (that as the world grows
old it becomes the more wicked) was but too.
true, during the epoch under our examina-
tion; but I do not fuppofe it applicable to.
the prefent times.. The cenquefts of Alex-
ander were, to mankind, a fignal of depra-~
vation ; before this period, the known world

N4 was
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was divided into.two parts, one of which
parts was filled with little Bourithing repub-
lics, and the other part’ occupied by a vatt,
and ancient monarchy. On the one hand,
- profperity was in the place of repofe; and
on the other hand, repofe was in the place of
profperity. In this fituation, the republics
. received, in the enjoyment of their liberty,
amends for their perpetual diffenfions; and
the fubje@s of the great king felt a fatik
faction in the midft of flavery, becaufe they
- had been lopg accuftomed to tranquility,
Alexander, in the courfe of ten years, altered
the fitvation of all thefe people.. He died in
the arms of victory ; and yet, fcarcely were
his eyes clofed, when his generals waged,
againft each other, the moft bloody wars.
‘When nothing was left for the Macedenians,
to deftroy, they mutually turned upon them-
felves, and tore each other in pieces ; like
thofe rats, the plagues of the North, which,
covering whole countries, perpetually ravage
the land, :as they proceed, till, not finding
any more fubfiftance, they devour one ano-
ther. - The univerfe was, indeed, revenged,
but dear was the price of that revenge ; all
upon the furface of the globe was over-

‘ ' thrown:
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thrown. The republics preferved only the
vain appearance of liberty, which left them
the vices of the government, without pre-
ferving its advantages. Inquietude fupplied
the place of force. Fattions became multi-
_ plied and irreconcileable.  Yet all their dife
putes were confined to their choice of tyrants.
Shall the preference be given to the Seleucides,
the Lagides, or the kings of Macedonia? to
whom fhall crowns be decreed, and .whofe
ftatues fhall be thrown down?(%) fuch is the
{ubjet of all their deliberations. And here,
I muft beg leave to obferve, that nothing can
be more deplorable, and at the fame time,
more contemptible than republics in their de-
. cline.  Their ancient cuftoms feem to be new

fources of vice and ignominy. Their pub- -

lic councils become, henceforward, no better
than the vulgar bawlings of ‘the market, or
the abufive clamors, which prevail amongft
the meetings of the mob. The love of glory
is extinguithed, and in 'its place, appear an
empty
(4) The cuftom of ereting ftatues, threugh flattery,
and then, throwing them down, that, in purfuance of
the fame principles, they might raife others in their
places, became fo common, that, at length, they were
contented to faw off the head of a ftatue and fix on the
“head of the new tyrant,
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empty oftentation, and a mean prefumption;
which sender thefe wvices, thus odious in
themfelves, fo particularly ridiculous. Fhey
debate, they wrangle, and they threaten; at
length, this farce performed, even by fellow-
citizens, is interrupted en the arrival of an
officer, belonging to a neighbouring defpot,
who comes to deliver the commands of his
mafter. Then, their language undergoes a
thorough alteration. They bend, they cringe,
they promife every thing; and this flave, chis.
inftrument of the ryrant is conduéted back
Joaden with honours.
_ On the other hand, if aay cixcumftance can
adminifter confolation to the people, who
~ Jive under on abfolute government, it muft
arife from the confideration, that fuch a go»
. vernment is, at once, anciest and extenfive.
In the firft inftance, mankind,’always led by
cuftom and opinion, are eafily induced ta
imagine that they who have governed them,
during a long fpace of time, have, effec-
tively, a right to govern them: in the fecond:
inftance, defpotifin being, conftantly and
invariably, the work of force, the more the
principle of this force is fituated at a diftance,,
the more is its activity impaired. Fhus, fe-
veiak
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veral provinces of the Qttoman empire, fuch
as Dalmatia, Tranfilvania, Bofnia, fill enjoy
a kind of liberty.
. Let us, then, call to our idess, the fate of
thefc vaft regions of Afia; when they fouad-
‘themfelves a prey to the frft powerful war-
rior, who defigned to invade them. I do
not allude, merely, to Prolemy, Caffander,
Antigonus, and Eumenes, ftill fhining with
that luftre which they had borrowed from
Alexander; all the littde ufurpers, who fuc-
ceeded thefe princes, the kings of Bithynia,
of Pergamus, of Cappadecia, of Pontus, &c.
~&c. muft be included in the number. What
motive, except fear, could have attached the
people to fuch a form of government ? and,
what motive, exceptavarice, could have at-
tached the prince to the people ?
+ It was, infimilar circumftances that Rome, -
‘the fovereign of Italy, and victarious in Afri-
ca, extended her ambitious views over the
reft of the world. Surely the blood of two
millions of men, fpilt in the fecond Punic
war,(¢) and the yet recent recolleGtion of the
triumphs

(c) I have been at the pains of calculating the
‘ l\umbc: of men, which (as hiftorians inform ms) pe-
’ - rithed
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triumphs’ of Hannibal might have infpired
this nation. with more pacific fentiments,
What a favourable moment! had they but
known how to have turned it to their ad-
vantage ! had fome new Cyneas entered into
the fenate, and {poken thus > < If, confcript
fathers ! "at the time, when Romulus founded
this city ; or rather, when, after the expul-

fion of the kings, your generous anceftors
called-

rithed in the different wars, waged by the Romans,
from the five hundred, and thirty-third year, after the.
foundation of Rcme, to the year 577 ; that is forty-.
four years. This number amounts to 959,846. But
hiftorians have mentioned many of thefe battles, with-
out fpecifying the lofles on either fide; fo that one:
may add to this number, upwards of half as. many
more, at the Jeaft, which will make, nearly,. 1,400,000
men : to which add feveral fleets funk, and thofe who
perifhed, either through difeafe, or mifery, and the
number will amount to more than two millions of men,
all facrificed in war, during a fpace of time, fcarcely
exceeding the length of life, ulually allotted to. every
human creature, and inchiding only half of that por-
tion of time which is called the age of man. It muft be
farther obferved, that this lofs was by fo much the
greater, as it referred only to the free-men, who formed
- but a part of the general population. One may even
prefume that a greater _uu‘mber of flaves, attending .the
fervice of the army, underwent the fame fate,

In
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called you forth to the enjoyment of liberty,
fome divinely infpired man had arifen to
declare to you, that the gods were refolved to
render this bleffing perpetual, all your wifhes
would have "been accomplithed, and you
muft have fuppofed yourfelves the happieft
of mortals. But, with what rivulets of blood,
have you not been conftrained to purchafeé
this -ineftimable felicity! How much time
have you not fpent in fighting to defend it,
- without ever prefuming that you could have
referved it for yourfelves, unlefs you tore it

- from

In thefe modern times when, as the poet ingenioufly
obferves, we have ¢ fitted murder to the rules of art,”
a military author afferts, thatin a pitched battle every
eighth man is either killed or wounded. If the fables,
with which the hiftory of the fiege of Troy is inter-
woven, have not much weakened its credibility) we may
perceive what a multitade of the human fpecies were fa-
orificed during the few years continuance of 2 con-
temptible quarrel. In the war, between the Greeks
and the Trojans, the former loft eight hundred and
eighty-fix thoufand men ; and the number of the flain,
among# the latter, amounted to fix hundred, and fixty~
fix thoufand men. All this for Helen; the wife, or
rather the proftitute of five, at leaft; who was enjoyed
by Thefeus, Menelans, Paris, Deiphobus, and Achil~
les; and who, at length, was hanged, in the ifle of
Rhodes, by the maid fervants of Polixo. K.
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from jour rivals ? yet fach is the depravity

of mankind,'and fuch, in_ particular, was
the barbari{m of your neighbours, that, fora
long period, ¢to avoid oppreflion, it became
neceflary that you thould opprefs. 1 fay, for
a long period ; becaufe there is a point, at
which ftates, ftrong within themfelves, ftand
in noneed of being sggrandized; then the
fpirit of conqueft is no more than an abufe of
the fpirit of prefervation. Thus, thefe in-
flaming liquors, which are defigned to reani-
.mate our debilitated ftrength, when taken w -
excefs, infet us with illufory wants, and
whilt they, always, feem to increafe our
vigour, lead only to annihilation. Be fure,
therefore, O citizens ! that you are not ar-
rived at this point of power, the pafling of
which, is often dangerous and conftantly un-
juft: you are obeyed by Italy; Africa is
humbled s and Afia beholds you with refpect:
but Italy is depopulated; Africa is plunged
in barbarifm; and Afia groans beneath the
yoke of flavery. Then, fertilize Italy, po-
Lith Africa, and give freedom to Afia. This
is, undoubtedly, your duty: nay, I will go
farther; it is your- intereft: and thus I
. prove it v .
' I perceive
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T perceive but two objeéts to which your
defire of making conquefts can extend:
cither, you with to emjoy, to a certainty, a
{afting repofe, and, in the place of enemies,
to poffefs only fubjeds; or you are anxious
to become rich, and, in endeavouring o acs
complith this point, you are ready to plunder
all other natioss. If it be the duration of
peace which you are eager to obtain, why
do you not acquire, folely by policy, that
which you expect from force ! Can you be-
Jieve that two or three legions are fufficient
to fubdue the people of Taurus, aad of Cau~
cafus? do you fuppofe that yeur procorfuls
can preferve, for the republic, this empire,
which the generals of Alexander could not
preferve for themfelves? how will you maine
tain difcipline amangft your troops? how will
yots confine an army, accuffomed ) pillage,
within proper regulatiens ? how will you fix
the .obedience of a canful, inftructed to go
beyond your orders? but yeu-fear Antiochusy
but you fear Philip. Shall I, inflantly, fup-
ply you with formidable armies, to keep thefe
priaces in awe? seflore to” Greece her age
cient forms: re-cfablifh the republican go-
verpment in all Afia Minor: Philip fhall
0 - tremble,
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‘tremble, ‘even in Macedon ; and Antiochus,
fhall be driven towards the center of ‘Afia.
You fhall govern the world as you fit within
the fenate ; and, without throwing afide your
robes, you fhall gain battles, in which, the
earth fhall not be drenched with the blood of
the Romans. ' ‘

Let us, now, fuppofe what, however, is
far diftant from my thoughts, that this fierce
and warlike people, tired of the aufterities
of life, fhould demand from the univerfe the
reward of their long labours. You, O Ro-
mans! may demand it. Your frugality and -
difcipline may yet obtain for you that which *
will not fail to deftroy both. Well then! be
rich! I agree to it. But tell me ; who will
have a right to thefe riches? will they belong
to the army, who bore them off ? then, none,
except the foldiers, could be happy, or opu.
fent. Will they become the property of all
the Roman people ? but, if each citizen be
rich, who will enlift himfelf amongft the le-
gions? who will carry burdens? who will un-
. dergo long marches, and the fatigues of en-
campments? I forefee your intentions: you
will keep foreigners in pay, who may go to
war, in your place. And, will you then be
rich
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rich, whilt others are becoming ftrong?
fhall you continue free, whilft others remain
in arms ?* believe me, O Romans, if you are
weary of your ancient ﬁmpliéity; if you, par-
ticularly, wifh to be in poffeflion of the fine
arts, which ought to be the ftudy of a great,
and happy people, do not import ftatues, but
ftatuaries ; feize no more on pictures; but in«
ftruct painters. It is the enjoyment of our
own workmanthip, and not the enjoyment of
 the workmanthip, which we may have taken
from another, that proves fo pleafing. Let
me affure you, that the bread made of the
grain, which you may have fown, will have
a {weeter relifh, than bread made of the corn
of ZEgypt; and the marble, which may have
been hewn out under your own infpection,
will be, "in your imagination, a thoufand
times more precious, than the mafterpieces
of Phidias. Be then induftrious, and politic
cultivators; but above all, bejuft; for the
order of the univerfe hath decreed, that the
welfare of a fmall part of mankind cannot
Jong remain in oppofition to the welfare of
the whole.” ‘

"I know notif fuch a [peech was ever.made
.in the fenate; "but the truths which it con-

You. L (0 tains,
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tains, are fo firiking, that the Romans, alt
intoxicated as they were with fuccefs, did not
feem abfolute ftrangers to the leffons, which
it inculcates. After the battle of Cynocepha-
has, Quintus Flaminiug proclaimed, through-
out the cities of Greece, a decree of the Ro-
mah people, direéting that they fthould be
reftored to their hiberty. The exceflive joy,
with which this news was received, muft na-
turally embitter our regret, when we obferve
that this apparent beneficence was only
granted for a moment, to ‘caft an additional
horror, over the miferies, with which Greece
was fhortly afterwards loaden. In fa&, it
_ was not long, before .the mafk fell from the
feracious character of the Romans; and this
implacable republic was feen to exereife a ty-
ranny, till then, unknown.(d)

‘We have remarked, in the courfe of the
preceding chapters, that the frequency of
cvil diffenfionsy amongf the governments of
ancient Greece, became one of the greateft
afti¢tions of humanity. We have abferved
that,” whilft thefe principal republics, namely,
the

o

(4) Inter impotentes, et vallidos, falfo quiefcas,
Ubi manft agitur, modeftia, ac probitas nomina fupe-
_Horis funt. Tacit. de. mor. Germ.
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the republics of Athens, and of Sparta, in-
terpofed in the feveral difputes, and altered,
according to their pleafure, the form of the -
goverament, fuch innovations were conftantly
fealed with the blood of a multitude of ciw
tizens, Thefe maffacres, however, bore the
appearance of ads of juftice, inflicted by the
prevailing fa&ion, which, then, became the
fegiflative authority; whillt ¢he vanguifhed
party was treated like a rebelfious confede-
facy. The Romans adopted a different prin-
ciple. They concluded themfelves to have
been, apparently, born the mafters of the
world ; and, In confequence of this fuppofi-
tion, they treated all other nations, not as
conquered enemies, but as revolted fubjefts
This fhocking principle, particularly, difplay-
ed itfelf in its blackeft light, after the victory
gained by Paulus Emilius.

Rhodes, a republic, flourithing wnh coin-
“eerce, and with navigation; Rhodes, the
precious remains of ancient Greece, per-
ceived herfelf, becaufe fhe had for a moment
ceafed from favouring the Romans, com-
pelled to fubmit to an inquifition of their em-
baffadcts, and threatened with a total de-
firu&ion. She had no method of avoiding

- Oz this
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this calamity, but by putting to death evety
" one of her citizens, who had voted againft
Rome. Shortly afterwards, Babius, the lieu-
tenant of Paulus Emilius, hurried away by
a pérticular hatred, which he had conceived
againft fome of the Etolians, ordered five
hundred and fifty of the chief perfons, amongt
this unhappy people, to be flaughtered. Buc
thefe abominable tranfactions were only the
prelude to a feries of cruelties, exercifed by
the Romans. The' avarice and iniquity of
* individuals was foon blended with the bar-
barous maxims of the government. It is im:
poffible to read the hiftory of the war in Spain,
without thuddering with horror. . I do not,
merely, allude to a Lucullus, who, intro.
ducing himfelf into a city, under the fan&ion
of "articles of capitulation, violated the faith
of treaties, and put twenty thoufand inha-
bitants to the -fword ; nor to 'a Galba, who,
‘deceiving a whole nation, by a pretended
peace, contrived to colle¢t them together,
like'a herd of dcer, within a proper mclofure,_
and maffacre every one; norto an Aqunlelus.
who, the more cafily to deftroy thofe enemies,
whom he durft not encounter,  was baf:
cnouch to poifon all the fprings in the pro-
vince'
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vince: atear of more affecting forrow trickles
down my cheek, whilft I refle& on Scipio,‘
the wife, the illuftrious Scipio, who ordered
his executioners to cut off the hands of four
hundred young men, belonging. to the little
city of Lutia, whofe only guilt was, the
having affifted the Numantians, their al-
lies.(e) Noj todeny it, were a vain attempt.
Such tranfgreffions can never be ftiled the
crimes, either of a general, ‘or of fame few
foldiers. A  whole nation muft have proved
ferocious, to have been capable of producing

O3 ; fuch.

(e) The learned readér, whilft he recolle@s the me..
lancholy ftory of the Numantians, muft pay a tribute of
- admiration, to the intrepidity of a little band of heroes,
whom maultitudes were unable to fubdue; and who had
the vertue to prefer death, within the arms of their ex~
piring liberty, to a life of flavery; beneath the tyranny
of the Roman yoke. Although their number was con-
fined to four thoufand men, yet they refifted, during
fourteen years, the attacks of forty thoufand foldiers.
At length, when . the feverities of the famine, which
raged within, had cut off every poflibility of refifting
the army, which endeavoured to deftroy them, from
wichout, they, nobly, raifed a kind of funeral pile, with
. their effects, and cafling themfelves upon it, perifhed
in the flames. The difappointment of Scipip, who faw
no monuments of the glory of his conquefts, except the
bare walls, and the athes of the dead, may account,,
but cannot apologize for his inhumanity, K.
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fuch execrable villains, as the infrunsents of
their barbarity. And what heart, but muit
be melied, at perceiving, almoft in the fame
inftant, twe fplendid cities, two wonders of
the world, Carthage, and Corinth, reduced
to athes ? in vain, did the pait ages, i vain,
did the whole world exert alt their power, in.
the embellifbment of thefc magnificent mo-
numents of ancicnt felicity : 1be majefly of the
Roman people required that they fhould be
crumbled into duft.(f) - ‘
Neverchelefs, the proconfuls, and the greedy
prators carry off thofe treafures, which the
fire and the fword had fpared. To have
feen their warriors fall in battle; to have bft
their forms of government, and their freedem,’
were but trifting afflictions to the people; the
weight of impofitions was added to the
weight of flavery. A barbarons ufury wa
practifed by the extortioners themielves: the
governors, and the colleftors of the taxes
were like fo many crows, difputing about the
" carcafes. But, if the opprefled univerfe can-
not recover her ancient profperity, at leaft,
let her derive fome confolation, from the
- hope
. (f) Ecce quam feliciter Roma vincit, tam infeliciver
quidquid extra Romam vinciter. Paul. Oros. L. 5.
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bope of vengeance. O Muhrxdates‘ O Vi-
riatus! delay no longer your appearance !(g)
Afia and Europe call npon you. Wait not, |
until thefe cruel conquerors fhall have dene
) ju&iée on themfelves; for, foon, abjed flaves,
infamous-gladiators, a Tryption, and a Spar-
tacus, fhall be fubftituted to Carthage, and
_ Numantiay and if, atlength, th.c‘\y difappear,
it will be only to give place to Marius, to

‘ \ 04 Sylh,

(g/) The vertues, the abilities, and the fate of Mi-
thridates are well known ; but it is fingular, that Am-
mianus Marcellinus thould have been the only hiftorian
{Appian not excepted, the unwearied colletor of almeft
every circumflance, relating to this unhappy prince)
who hath recorded the pecaliar conduét of Menophilus.
‘When Manlius Prifcus, in obedience to-the orders, which
he received fram Pompey, commanded this unuch tp
throw open the gates of the caftle, and, with himfelf,
deliver up the daughter of Mithridates, he firft, ftabbed
her, and then, plunged the dagger into his own bofem,

“determined that necither fhould furvive the fortunes of
his mafter. . . . ... Viriatus, in the earlier part. of
life, exchanged the peaceable employments of a fhep«
herd, for the more adtive toils of hunting ? he, became,
at length, a public robber, and by a natural gradation,
rofe to the command of a formidable army.. Ventidius,
and Plancius fled before him ; and Rome, beheld with
“terror, a chief, to whom all Portugal had fubmitted,
when the fword of an aflaffin, by depriving Kim of life,.
accomplifhed that which the legions of the miftrefs of
the world had vairly firiven to effedt. K.
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Sylla, to Ottavius, . . . . .. . But] ftop fhort,
and feel myfelf confeious, that whilft the ob.
Je&t of my purfuit, is an enquiry into the
eondition of mankind, during this dreadful .
sera, I eannot, with fuch circumftanees be
fore me, fupport the calmnefs, fo requifite .
in this difcuflion.(b) Muft I, then, enter
coldly into the -detail of fo many atrocieus
fadts? and will it not be fufficient te excite
the indighation of every feeling reader, if he-
be told to recolle&, that, in a very fhort {pace
of time, Carthage, Corinth, Numantia, and
_Athens were deftroyed? that, without men-
tioning millions of men, who were {laughter-
ed in Spain, in Africa, and in Afia;(i) the
war of the flaves, in Italy, and Sicily only,
was attended with the lofs of ane million of
men; and that, in Traly, exclufively, three
hundred thoufand men, perifhed, during the
war of the allics, Add ta all this, profcrip-

- tlonsg

(5) Cogit enim excedere propofiti formam operis,
erumpens animo, ac peftore indignatio, Velleius Pa-
terculus. 1. 3. ‘

- (i) It is well known, that Mithridates orxdered a
hundred and fifty thoufand Romans, found within his
ftate, to be deftroyed on one day. This cruelty, all hor-
rible as it appears, 'vas yet no more than a reprifal for
thofe injuries, which he had reccived ftcm the Romans.
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tions and civil wars. Remember, alfo, that
Cafar boafted of having either taken, or re-
duced eight hundred cities; fubdued three
- hundred nations; engaged with three millions
of men, a million of whom remained upon
- the field of battle, whilt another -million
were throne into captivity. In fhort, recall .
to mind, the wars of Numidia; the punifh-
ment of Jugurtha; kings funk into the con-
dition of mere vaffals; the people reduced to
the moft abjeét ftate of flavery; and you will,
in few words, form an idea of the influence
of the Roman people, over the happinefs of
“mankind.(k)
CHAP.

(%) Raptores orbis, poftquam cun&a vaftantibus de-.
fuere terrz, et mare fcrutantur: fi locuples hotftis eft,
avari, fi pauper, ambitiofi; quos non oriens, non voc-
cidens fatiaverit, foli omnium opes, atque inopiam pari
affectu concupifcunt. Auferre, trucidare, rapere falfis
pominibus imperium, atque ubi folitudinem faciunt,
pmgmrappcllant. Tacit, vit. Agric,



s34 , AN ESSAY ON

CHAP VIIIL

_ Remarks on the flate vof the Reman empirty
smiler the yeigns of Augufius, and bis fucceffors.

I Have, hitherto, only pointed out thofe
horrible tragedies, thofe times of murder,
and of carnage, when Rome, torn by civil
" difcords, avenged, herfelf, the caufe of the
- conquered nations, but oppreffed them il
more. This republic, at once vitorious,
and expiting, refembled a fick man, whof
entrails are devoured by a burning fever, but
whofe arms, ftill robuft, receive from the
crifis of his pain, a more encrgétic, and more
dangerous force. -Whilft Cinna, and Marius
- were {pilling the blood of the citizens, Sylla
. extirnmiinated the inhabitants of Pontus, and

of
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of Cappadocia; and whilt O&avius, and
Lepidus, under the fantion of treaties, re-
ciprocally facrificed their parents, and their
friends,(/) Anthony annoyed the Parthians,
- and the AEgyptians, with his military forces.
During this difaftrous epoch, the univerfe,
-every where, refounded with the clamours of
rage,, and the fighs of mifery. Could there
have been a pitture, more affli®ting to hu-
manity, and, at the fame time, more replete
with confolations, for the prefent age? but
as our aim is not fo much to flir up the paffi-
ons, as to afcertain their progrefs, and efti-
mate their confequences, we fhall not dwell
upon faéts, which the opinion of all arankind
hath devoted to the horror of pofterity. It
is not {o neceffary to turn the human mind
afide from the love of civil war, as from that
vain enthufiaim of glory, that military, and
_ conquering {pirit, which ordy ferves to tharpen
~ ‘ , during

(1) Ne quid ulli fan&um relinqueretuor velut in dotem
invitamentumque fceleris, Antonius L. Cefarem avun-
culum, Lepidus Paulum fratrem profcripferant. Nec
Planco gratia defuit ad impetrandum, ut frater ¢jus
Plancus Plautius profcriberetur. . Atque inter jocos mi-
litares qui currum Lepidi, Plancique fecuti erant, inter
execrationem civium ofurpabant hunc verfum? de Gere
‘manity aon de Gallis dua triumphans Confules. Vell. Paterc,
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during fome time, thofe arms, with which
the citizens are deftined, one day, to murder
each other. May we have accomplifhed this
object in the foregoing, chapters. May we,
in the chapters which are to follow, adhere,
invariably, to that coolnefs of difcuffion, which
can, alone, convince, and thofe ingenuous
- fentiments, which can, alone, perfuade!

A new queftion courts our- examination.
We have perceived, that all legiflators, having
been employed rather in rendering mankind
powerful, than happy, the feveral people
were, in their turn, either flaves or ufurpers,
without ever attaining to a permanent felicity.
But, if the diverfity of laws, interefts, man-
ners, and cuftoms, was an infurmountable-
obftacle to a general peace, could there have
been a furer method of uniting men, than by
throwing them all into a ftate of fubjection?
could the repofe of the world have been more
firmly eftablifhed, than under an univerfal
monarchy ? This queftion, in an age, when
- geography hath fo enlarged the boundaries of
the world, that we know of a fingle kingdom,
more populous, and more extenfive than the
whole Roman empire, becomes abfurd ; but
itis a yueftion; which would have feemed

plaufible,
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plau/ﬁble, in the times of Auguftus and Ti-
berius : nay, were it not to be taken in its full
extent, there would be reafoh to fuppofe,
“that fome ftrefs might have been laid upon
it, even in more modern times. It is certain
that Philip the fecond never felt the neceflity
of drawing within his ambitious grafp, the
empires of China, and of Ruffia. Fixed as
“he was, upon the throne of England, by his
marriage with Mary, céuld he have rendered
France fubjeét to his dominior, the houfe of
Auftria muft have proved the miftrefs of the
whole chriftian world; a fovereignty, likely,
in the end, to have included the fovereignty.
" of the univerfe. But Auguftus found him-
felf naturally fituated in thofe circumdftances,
to which Philip would, willingly, have at-
tained. If we except fome barbarous nations,
whom the Romans judged unworthy of being
conquered, all the people, at that time known,
“were their tributaries, and Rome, become
pacific, had banithed war from the furface of
the earth. © The good order of adminiftration
was re-eftablifhed ; juftice refumed her rights;
and the polite ‘arts, more attachedfto tran-
* quility and plenty, -than to vertue and liberty,
foon deferted the porticos of Greece, to dwell
' within
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within the court of a magnificent, and en-
lightened defpot. The reign of this prince
would, doubtlefs, have proved the happicft
ara for the Romam, could the beneficence of
- Avgyftus, have funk in oblivion, the crucly
of Oavius. In faét, the hands, which frat-
tered favours, were ftill tinged with bloody
and the people, like foldiers, whom the fa
tigue of battle had overpowered with flumber,
could only lie down to reft upon an heap of
carcafes. But it muft alfo be obferved, that,
on the one hand, the citizens of Rome, alone,
felt their happinefs affeCted by this painful
recolleion ; and that, on the other hand,
- the proftitution into which thefe very citizens
bad fallen, at once, deprived them of all re-
fentment of mnjuries, and infected their minds
with the meane@ felf-intereft, and the moft
abject propenfity to flattery. The indivie
duals amongft the Romans, who had reafon
to weep over the lofs of a father, or avenge
the fate of a brother, enjoyed an ample fa-
tisfaction in the fmiles of their prince, or in
fome empty title annexed to -magiftracy.
‘Thus, the provinces rejoiced at this revolutia
on of affairs, whillt Rome no longer poffefied
the merit of feeling it with concern.

Tiberius
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" Tibetius, equally inferior to, equally un-
worthy of his predeceflor, by his vices, and
even his vertues, was, for fome time, capable
of putting into practice the leffons which he
had received from Auguftus. The publie
happinefs met with no difturbance, until the
~ adminiftration of Sejanus; and Fam fiot fure
prifed -that fo long a calm, before the break-
ing out of the political ftorms, fhould have
given rife to the fuppofition, that an univerfal
monarchy, or, at leaft, 2 monarchy, the ex-
tent, - and preponderance of which, might be
very great, would prove a particular ad-
vantage to mankind. Seme authors, too fond
of paradoxes, have even ventured to affere;
that fo conflant a peace, had, fufficiently, in«
demnified the Romans, for the barbarities of
Claudius, Caligula, and Nero; becaufe that, -
_tn the times, when thefe monfters wgti: gluts
ting themfelves with the blood of the fenators,
the people, at leaft, were happy and quiet;
- It would be eafy to return them for anfwer,
that, unlefs, by the word people, they mean
what is commonly called the dregs of the
people, thatis, an abje mob, without pro-
perty, and without abilities, it is exceedingly
certain, that the Roman pcoplc uaderwent

. great
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great fufferings, -during the reigns-of thofe
tyrants, who filled up the fpace, from Au-
guftus to Vefpafian. But, without dwelling
on this partcular queftion, which, furely,
could never have ‘been agitated in earneft, we
will endeavour to eftimate, as clearly as pof-
fible, that happinefs, which the Romans are
imagined to have enjoyed, under their em- |
perors. '
~ To take in the full fcope of our defign,
fome idea fhould be formed of the fituation
“of the Romans, when Auguftus, after the
“battle of A&ium, remained the fole mafter
of all. Rome was no longer, as formerly,
the cradle of the kings of the world. The
families which were become illuftrious, by
the melancholy fate of nations, had already
expiated their ancient, and guilty {plendor;
and the inheritors of the moft celebrated
names had yielded up their necks to the
executioners, Freed-men, or Burgefles,(m)
' + iffuing

(m) All the people of Italy were become citizens of
Rome. In the reign of Claudius, ’thjs privilege was,

" at firlt, extended to the inhabitants of Tranfalpine
" Gaul, and, fhortly ,afterwards, to all'the provinces of
the empire. It is neceffary to read the fpeech, which
Tacitus hath put into the mouth of Claudius, who,
o : amongfh
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iffuing from all the towns of Italy, had raifed
themfelves on the ruins of the ancient houfes;
but thefe new citizens did not equal thofe ci-
tizens whom they replaced, either in birth,
or in affluence ; public parafites, deftitute of
all patriotic zeal, and having no concern in
the management of affairs, came to Rome,.
that they might partake of the diftributions
of provifions, and money, which were kinds
of temporary alms, difpenfed by the orders
of the fovereign ; but particularly, that they
might enjoy thafe long and magnificent fights,
which, by amufing, turned afide their at-

" tention to their misfortunes. If fome rich

individuals ftill exifted, they were not thofe
great proprietaries, fo_refpectable in all the
ftates; but Proconfuls, Pretors, and Queftors, .

- who, by pillaging the provinces, were become

opulent; and more efpecially, the Roman

_ knights,(n) who having engroffed to them.

Vor. 1. - - P _ felves

amongft feveral other plaufible reafons, produces the
examples of the Athenians and Lacedemonians, qufe
ruip, he attributed ‘to that ridiculous jealoufy, which
prevented them from admitting ftrangers into the num~
ber of their fellow-citizens. T )

(#) Amongft the Romans, as amongft ourfelves, there
were but two forts of nobility: the one fort feemed ac-

knowledged
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-

felves all the bufinefs of the finances, foort
acquired immenfe fortunes in money ; a2 ma-

nifeft {ymptom of a ftate in herdecline. The

- perplexity of Auguftus, when he undertook
. : ot

knowledged by the general opinion, and proceeded from '
the antiquity and dignity of families, -honourable em-
ployments, military crowns, the images of anceftors,
&c. (See Gravina de origine Juris). The other fort
belonged to the conftitution, and was that which con-
ferred a real rank, by diftinguithing the Patrician, and
the Senators, from the Knights, and the Plebeians.
Now, this laft order of nobility was founded only in
riches, in the €enfus. Thus, the claffes, formerly in-
ftituted with a different intention, by Setvius Tullius,
"were, by the lapfe of time, unavoidably drawn into a
contradi®tion, to the principles of the government,
fince they’ put men, who had, accidentally, made a
fortune, and fometimes, even’ gamblers; on a footing
" with the citizen, fprung from the moft illuftrious parents,
and enjoying the advantages of the beft education, I
-am furprifed that all authors, and, chiefly, Mr. de
Montefquieu, fhould have paid fo little attention to that
fimilarity which exifts in the condition of" the nobility,
amongh the Romans, and the nobility, amongft our-
felves. He might have obferved how, in all govern-
ments, and in all ftates, confequence is attached to af.
fluence ; and how impofiible it is for fortune to difpenfe
with confequence. In fpite of the numerous fatires;
which the juftice, ‘the malignity, or the jealoufy of the
public, may have levelled againft the receivers of the
: ' kinge
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to reform the fenate, is well known. The
greateft part of the younger branches of the
moft illuftrious families, wanted the poffefii-
ons neceflary to qualify them for that ordery
and this prince was obliged to fupply their

) Pa . eXi-

kings revenues, they ate become amongft us, what the
Roman knights were at Rome, a clafs apart, deriving
a confequence from -their afluence. And this con-
fequence would, doubtlefs, have become more confis
derable, and more marked, if the marriages of the rich
heireffes, had not diverted the money from its original
channel, and caufed it to be fcattered abroad and
diflipated. - No fooner did thefe Financiers become de-
firous of fhining with a borrowed luftre, than they die
minifhed the luftre which was peculiar to them. And
yet, they not only form a clafs apart, as hath been al-
ready obferyed, but they recruit, as it were, the ancient
nobility, which by degrees, become extin&®, and make
way for the modern nobility. Why the fortunes ace
- quired by the adventurers in commerce, or the mer-
chants, have not, like the fortunes acquired by the Fi-
nanciers, eftablified a new order of citizens, would be
Ro incurious queftion. But, here, it cannot be refolved.
- I thall content myfelf with obferving, firft, that com-
merce is generally the moft flovrifhing in democratical
flates. Secondly, that the individuals, who engage in
commerce, are of a rank, too diftant from the great,
to endeavour to be affimilated with them. ‘The com-
mercial man avoids fplendor. The Financier loves it,
and finithes with the attainment of it.
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exigencies with his bounty.(s) In fpite

of the admiffion of the people of Iltaly, to

the privilegesof citizens ; in fpite of all thofe

recruits fq little worthy of the metropolis;

when Auguftus, in the beginning of his reign,

.gave orders forthe Cenfus, the number of
) citizens . did not exceed four millions, one
hundred and fixty-three thoufand ; the majo-

rity of which muft have perithed with famine,

had they not partaken of the diftributions of

the fovereign.(p) Such were the mafters of

the world, or rather, fuch were the firft flaves

of Auguftus; without means, without pro.

perty, tranfported from Calabria into Tul-

cany, and from  Tufcany into Lombardy,

juft as it became neceffary either to recom-
pence fome veteran foldiers, or to celebrate

- {fome illuftrious names by eftablithing a co-
lony; thefe-unhappy perfons, always confider-

ed as ftrangers, even in Rome, ftrolled about

under the porticos, and'dwelled in cabbins.

Add

(o) Cafzr admitted fuch 2 number of firangers and
new men into the fenate, that an humorous edi@ was
fixed up, in which were the following words in great
letters : wll perfonsavhatfoever are firictly commanded not ta
refufe foeacing a fenator the avay tothe fenate.

{p) Sece Dion, .
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Add to thefe, fome Greek Rhetoricians, fo-
seign adventurers, a multitude of {laves,(q)
and a great number of gladiators, wreftlers,
comedians, and proftitutes, and then, fome
idea may be formed of the fituation of Rome,

under her emperors.
: P3 The

- (q) The excefs to which the cuftom of keeping a
multitude of flaves, was, at that time, carried, might
eafily be afcertained; fome judgement in this matter
_ may be formed from the following circum@ances. Pe-
danius Secundus was aflaflinated Ly one of his flaves ;
it was ‘debated, whether, according to the laws, all
thofe flaves, who were in the houfe, during the per-
petration of the crime, fhould be fentqnced ta-death,
Caius Caffius voted for the queftion, and Tacitus,
amongﬁ other reafons, hath made him. afign the follow-
" ing reafon: quem numerus fervorum tuebitur, cum Pe-
danium Secendum quadringenti non. protexerint ?. (fee -
Annal. 1, .14.) Pedanius bad, at that time, four
hondred flaves. It is impoffible to read, without hor-
ror, that all thefe. unfortunate wretches {uffered death
for the crime of a fingle man. Dion relates that Zg-
_patias Rufus boafted, during his Edilefhip, that.he had
‘extinguifhed a fire by the fingle affiftance.of his own
flayes;. Auguftus, who was difpleafed with this ma-
giftrate, and who, befides, did not chufe that an indi-
vidual fhould arrogate- to bimfelf the.merit of having
Provided for the public quiet and welfare, fet-apart,
for this employment, only, fix hundred flaves, fallen
to him by the fucceffion OI:Ag.rippa; This immenfe
body, of flaves was rasher, ap alarming circumfance.
Tacitus

\
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The provinces, long accuftomed to the
tyranny of the proconfuls, the avariee of the
queftors, and the ufury of the Roman knights,
had every reafon to regard the eftablithment

of good order, throughout all the depart- -
-ments of adminiftration, as an advantageous
circumftance. But this was but a temporary
| bleffing,

“Tacitus (1. 4.) in relating to us, that under the reiga

of ‘Tiberius, it was, for a, moment, apprehended that

they might revolt, hath taken care to acquaint us, that

this report had fpread terror through Rome: ob mul-

titudinem familiaram quz glifcebat immenfum minore
in dies plebe ingenua. In the: letter, which Tiberius
wrote to the fenate, concerning the complaints which

had been made againft luxary, we find thefe remark-

able words: quid enim primum prohibere, et prifcum
'ad morem recipere adgrediar ? villarum infinita fpatia?

_ ‘familiarum numerum, et nationes? (Tac. ann. l. 3.)

Treinfhemius cxplains the term, nationes, by obferving,
that the Romans had fo great a number of flaves, that
they diftinguithed them by nations, Juftus Lipfius, alfo,
cites on this fubje&, a paffage from Pliny, who obferves
that one Nicilius Ifidorus kept five thoufand flaves: he,

likewife, produces another quotation from Athenzus, .
in which the number of flaves, belonging to fome of
the Romans, 1s eftimated, even at thirty thoufand.

{Sec Tacit. Varior. 1. 3.) I fhall conclude this note with
obférvingy thatin the fame letter alluded to above, Ti-
berius declares that the prevalence of corruption,

amongft the Romaps, is not aftonithing, fince they only

formed a mixture of every kind of nations,
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-

,:' blefling, their condition became better, but
their ftate was not changed. We know that, \
.even during the reign' of Auguftus, fome of
the pretors were guilty of a barbarous abufe
of that arbitrary power, which had been en- -
_trufted within their hands. Dion informs us
that one Licinius, in the courfe of the year,
impudently extorted from the Gauls, fourteen
inftead of twelve months tribute; but this
a&, the violence of which was far from being
~without examples, muft appear to us, in a
more fhocking light, when confidered as a’
{pecies of rapine, exercifed by the govern-
ment. In fa&, Licinius, who had the pre-
fence of mind to offer Auguftus, the money
which he had exatted, fouad no difficulty in
_perfuading him, that a double ufe might
arife from plundering the Gauls of their trea-
fures, and throwing them into the coffers of
the emperor, As this fact hath. reached pof-

terity, one may naturally fuppofe that many '~

other fimilar fa&s have perifhed in oblivion,
The complaints of the unhappy are not pre--
ferved fo long as the panegyrics of orators,
And what muft have been the condition.of a
people; governed by two foreigners, who,
vith the titles of proconful, and queftor,

’ ' P4 were
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"were reciprocal fpies, or.accomplices in the
fame crimes ; who could neither have played
into each others hands, without ruining the
province, nor have engaged in mutual eppo-
fition, without fcattering through tire fame
‘province, trouble and confufioa (r)
But, however ftri& the integrity of thefe
. magiftrates might have been,’ the number,
and éven the mode of the taxes, were fuff-
cient to reduce the people to the greateft
diftrefs. The human mind, always fertile
in inventions, had already concerted thofe
numerous impofitions, which are-the fcourges
of our contemporaries ; and the ingenious
author,(s) who hath proved that almoft all
the difcoveries, attributed to the moderns,
are owing to the ancients, might have added
to the examples, which he hath produced,
in fupport of his aflertion, the long-fince in-
‘ vented

. p— g v

(r) Tacitus (Vit: Agric.) hath taken care to tranf-
mit to us the complaints of the Britons, againft the
Roman government. = Singulos fibi okim regg':s fuiffe,
nunc binos Imponi; equibus Jegatus in fanguinem,
procurator in bona fa:virct: =que difcordiam prepofi
torund, xque conpcordiam fubjectis ¢xitiofum, &G

(s) Mz, Du Tens,

-

\
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vented 'art of working a provirice with taxes,
or rather of working a people with taxes.(z)
~ Whilft the frontiers we galled by the pay-
ment of tributes, and harraffed by the pre-
fence of armies, they felt the additional mif-
fortune of being frequently expofed to the
_incurfions of the enemy. In fa&, although
-Auguftus was not engaged in any very. cala-
mitous wars ; and although, the centre of the
émpirc was at peace, yet the Germans, the
Rhetians, the. Pannonians, and the Canta-
brians, were conftantly committing great
diforders, and exercifing much cruelty, not
. only againft the Romans, but againft their
allies 3 for fuch were the extent and the for-
tune of this empire, that all who were neither
alhcd

(t) L’Abb: du Bos hath proved that the emperors
levied from their fubje@s, but particularly, from the
Gauls, taxes of every kind, fuch as a tithe of fruits,
in the conquered lands, and farmed under the name,
" Decuma: a fifth of all the produftions not fown,
whether of wood, vines, meadows, &c. A general
land-tax, orif it be a more proper exprefion, an acre-
tax, called jugeratio; a capitation, or perfonal tax,
paid by every freeman; ,and in fhort, the duties'of the
cuftoms, on exportation, and i importation; the fortieth
penny on effects fold, &c. &c. (See l'hiftoire de I'eta-
bliffement de la Monarch, Franc. Chap 11, 12, 13-
Tom. 1, Liv. 1.)
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allied to, nor tributaries of the Romansj
compofed a barbarous people, at once: law-
lefs and ‘unpolifhed. )
This induces us to extend our refleGions
fill farther, and endeavour to form fome
eftimation of the ftate of the known world,
at that period. - Itisbut too true that we per-
ceive upon this vaft theatre, merély a debafed,
indolent, and frivolous peoples(x) king-
doms converted into opprefled and lan-
guithing provinces ; and, at a greater dif
tance, barbarous nations, equally ignorant of
commerce, and of agriculture, and exifting
only in a ftate of war. - Where is the philo-
fopher wha can, at any time, be led to envy
thofe, whom fate had deftined to live, during
this zra? but, let us, inflead of loitering |
over thefe general views, follow the hiftory
with a clofer ftep.
S It

(s) The Bomans had, ‘from the beginning of the
civil wars, fo entirely negleted agriculture, that Aue
guftus was induced, in order to re-eftablifh it, to cur-
&ail the diftributions of corn, amongft the people, finco
they exempted them from the neceflity of cultivating the -
earth : but Suetonius pretends that he was deterred, by
the apprehenfion that, one day, the re-eftablifhment of
this cuftom, might prove too great an opening to am-
bit%on, and too eafy a ftep to theattainment of popularitys

'
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It is certain that Auguftus was a pacific
prince ; and yet his legions were almoft con-
ftantly engaged in war; his friends, his
children were fcarcely to be found, but at”
the, head of the armies ; and even he, in {pite
of old age, in fpite of his averfion to a mars
tial life, was frequently obliged to ‘under-
take long voyages, that he might be at hand,
~-to dire& the military.operations. Did not "

the revolts of the Germans,, the Cantabrians,
and the other people above-mentioned, keep
the Roman forces, always, in action? and
was not the beginning of the reign of Tibe-
rius difturbed with the din of battle? it is
certain that all this never reached Rome; but
. what is Romc, when, compared with the uni«
verfe? Dbefides, if even Auguftus, fcat:cd
- within the very bofom of fortune, lamented
over the death of a fon, who perithed mife-
rably amidft foreign wars, isit poffible to be-
lieve that the inhabitants of Rome were hap-
pier, than he was ? ¢an we fuppofe that the
defeat of Varus, and the bloody victories of .

Agrippa, of Drufus, and of Germanicus,
had not often proved the caufe of mourning,
in the, moft illuftrious families ? we muft not
‘)udoe of the Auguftan age, by the works of
con-

/
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conte.nf‘!porary poets ; but had the fine verfes
of Horace and of Virgil exprefled the fincers

meaning of the heart, no more could be ga- -

~ thered from' this circumftance, than that the
artifts, and the men of letters enjoyed a ftate
of welfare; er rather, thav the happinefs,
which they celebrated, like the rays of the
fun, after a ftorm, owed a great part of its
value to thofe horrible monients, which pre-
ceded it ? and what dependance could have
been placed on this felicity, the only bafs,
the only fupport of which, were the days of
an old man? who, poffeflfed of any feeling

but muft have trembled, when he refleGted .

that . Tiberius, and Pofthumus Agrippa,
were the neareft heirs to the throne?  After
the facrifices which had been made to Au-
guftus, what refource remained againft his
fucceffors ? woe to the people, 'who have

v

been fubdued by enthufiafm ! forgers of their

own chains, they have contrived to fit them
on in fuch a manner. as to render it almoft
' imf;o'ﬁiblc that they thould be broken as if
it were neceflary, in exchange for benefits,
‘10 fupply a king with power; and whilft we
are rewarding a good prince, to.make prepa-

rations for a tyrant. Monaschy, like nobi- -

lity,
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' !wy, which is the fupport of monarchy, to be
refpedtable, fhould be ancient. From a for-
tunate experience of authority, and from a
fettled ‘habit of - obedience, may arife a kind
of conftitution, which, in the end, becomes.
elmoft unalterable : becaufe there is a point,
bcyond whlch the materials of 3- republic,
exift no longer in a monarchy; whiltt the.’
materials of a monarchy, exift always in a
republic.

There is but little room to doubt that the
Romans gave way to fome reflections, fuch
as thefe; ahd although the majority fuffered
themfelves to be feduced, as much by the -
dignities which Auguftus lavifhed on them,
.as by that refemblance of a republic, which
he ftill preferved, yet they could not avoid’
_ forefeeing what happened afterwards: but
fuch was the artifice which prevailed in the
condué of this fortunate ufurper, that good
and evil, hepe ard fear, the empty name and
‘the reality were fo happily blended, and fo
judicioufly . counter-ballanced, that the Ro-
mans remained in that divided ftate, which
leaves more room for doubts and fears, than
for confidence and refolution. I infift the

more pamcularly on this epoch of the reign -
of
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of Auguftus, becaufe the mere names of Ti:
_ +berius, Caligula, Claudius, and Nero, are
fuficient to ftrike horror into everyfeeling
heart. No one is fo barbarous, as not to de-
plore the fate of thofe unhappy wretches,
who lived under thefe execrable reigns; and

_ yet they were reigns, which, of all others;
made the leaft thew of war.(x)  If war was,
fometimes, kindled in Britain, or towards
Armenia, the center of the empire fcarcely
knew any thing about ity butthat kind of
bloody peace which prevailed muft frequent:
ly have become a motive for regretting the
‘horrors of battle. The death of Nero brought
trouble and confufion back into the bofom
of Italy; and the engagements between the

~ armies of Otho, and Vitellius, and of Vefs
. pafian and Galba, again drenched in human
gore, thofe felds, which,_ fince the battle of
Mantua, had never refounded with the din of
arms. Vefpafian eftablithed peace inthe em.
pire : but his reigfi is precifely the reign which
prefents us with a piQure of all the moft
fhocking

(x) Tacitus, on the fubjef't of the legiox.w, “which
Corbulo led into Armenia, faith: fatis conftitit fuiffe
in eo exercitu veteranos qui non fationem, non vigilias -
wiffent, Tac. ann. L. 13,
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- fhocking circumftances, which have, at any
time been produced by ambition, on the one;
and fanaticifm, on the other hand. It may
eafily - be guefied, that I allude to the war of
the Jews, in which, during the fpace of
two years, more than thirteen hundred thou-
fand fouls perithed; and which, rekindled -
under Trajan, and under Adrian,(y) occafi-
“oned the total deftruttion of fifty fortified
“cities, and nine hundred and eighty-five
'boroughs, or villages. This horrible fcourge
of humanity too much outweighed the ad-
vantages, which arofe in the reign of Vef-
pafian. Titus can only be faid to have juft
feated himfelf on the throne. It feems as if
that deftiny, which had formed him a pattern
‘for fucceeding kings, was contented with
barely thewing him as an eternal example to
every future age. I fhall not mention Do-
mitian, whom a feries of cruelties have ren-

N

dered too notorious but [ muft obferve that -

“Trajan, .

(y) If Xiphilinus, the abridger of Dion, may be
eredited; this revolt of the Jews was atfended with the
{ofs of two hundred thoufand men at Cyrene ; and two
hundred and fifty thoufand men in the Ifle of Cyprus.
The cruelties which this hiftorian imputes to the Jews,
make the hair ftand on erd,.and are fcarcely credible.

]
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Trajan, whofe vertues, and whofe goodrefi
 fhould have provcd the delights of the Ro+
man people, difturbed, of his own accord,
" by a paffion for war, the fercnity of thofe hap-
pier days, to which he had givenbirth. This
obfervation becomes more confiderably im:
portant, fince it enables us to eftimate the
morality of this age. I repeat it: I fhall fre.
quently have occafion to repeat it: a love for
their country, popularity, and generofity,
were vertues common to the ancients; but
true philanthropy, a regard for public wel-
fare, and general order, are fentiments, to
which the paft ages were abfolutely ftrangers.
And how, indeed, could fuch fentiments
have exifted amongft men, accuftomed from
their infancy, to behold thoufands of gla-,
diators, mutually flaughtering one another,
and perithing even amidft the acclamations of
the women? fuch exalted feelings as thefe
could never have animated a people, who fo
frequently faw prifoners of war, chiefs and
kings publicly conduced, in purfuance of a
dccrcc, to execution, and completing, by their
deaths, the fcﬁ:mty of a triumph. It muft
be confeffed that vertue hath been, in every
xra, what beauty fill is, amongft different
' nations j

N
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fations; not that which nature hath produced
the moft perfe@, but the greateft perfetion .
of features which fhe may have.given to each
nation, and in each climate. As in the an-~
tique ftatues, the countenances ofa Venus,
or an Helen, preferve a certain expreffion
of aufterity, in our eyes, extremely inconfif-
tent with thofe graces diffufed through other
forms, fo the vertues of the ancients were
continually tinged with the vices of their
age.(z)

Vor. L QL If

-T%) Ihave, hitherto, ncgte&ed to obferve, that the
Romans were fo rigorous, in all their criminal profe-
cutions, as never to fuppofe that the number of the
guilty could fuggeft a reafon why any fhould be par~
doned. Seneca relates, that Voluﬁus Meflala, having
ordered three hundred men, to be beheaded, on one
day, boafted of his conduét, and thought the perpe-
traticn of this barbarity a truly royal altion. When
Claudius exhibited that remarkable fpetacle, on the
Lacus Fucinus, there were more than nineteen thou-
fand criminals all doomed to death; as may be feen
in a paffage which Suetonius hath tranfmitted to us.
This author faith, that all thefe unfortunate wretches
. cried out to the emperor, as they pafled before him s
ave imperator, morituri te falutant; and that Clau-
dius anfwering, from abfence of mind, avete vos, they
underftood this exprcﬂion to mean a pardon, and would

ot |
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if Trajan and Marcus Aurelius have Beef
- blamed for engaging too much in war, yet,
it muft be confefled, that many reafons may
be alledged in their favour. In fat, if we
examine the conftitution of the empire of the
Cefats, and the flight bafis on which their au-
thority refted, we fhall be convinced, that it
was almoft impofiible to maintain peace at
fiome, but by waging war abroad. Waris,
unfortunately, a great mean of government,
it employs every mind, it reduces all forms
into one plain fyftem, and keeps each dit
cuffion

s

not engage, until they had been compelled to it, by -
threats and intreaties. Mr. Crevier (Hift. des Emp.)
obferves on this occafion, that it was an aftonithing
circumftance that nineteen thoufand criminals fhould
be found in the Roman empire, worthy of death, un-
lefs they had ‘colle@ed them, for fome time before,
from all' the provinces of the empire.... But, we
know that the Romans had but too many refources,
wherewith to fupply their fanguinary amufements
Prifoners taken in war, foreigners condemned for dife
ferent crimes, and more particularly the {laves, ferved
as food for their cruelty. The barbarous power which
they exercifed over thefelaft, is well known, and we
may recolle& an horrible inftance, from the unfeeling
malignity of Vedius Pollio, who, becaufe a flave broke

4 glafs, would have thrown him, even in the prefence
: of
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cuffion at a diftance. I am, alfo, exceedingly
inclined to believe, that thofe kings, who
were always the moft engaged in war, were
not the kings who fteod in the greateft need
of genius ; and that politic princes are as
much fuperior to martial princes, as the art
of governing is more difficult, than the art of
'.command_iag. The emperors, fituated be.
tween the people, and the army, but more
embarrafled by the laft, ought to have de-
fired war, that they might have employed

- the one, and-amufed the other, And yeta
| Q2 fingle

of Auguftus, to fome fea monfters, which he kept in 2
pond. It may be, that thefe examples of inhumanity
were uncommon ; but it is at leaft apparent that a ge-
nerally eftablithed cuftom required that all fugitive
flaves fhould be expofed to wild beafts. '

Amidft fo many atrocious a&tions, of which the'Roe
mans were guilty, the greateft reproach which they
have incurred, is, in my opinion, on account of their
having never treated man, in general, as a kind of fel-
low creature. ‘The extreme rigour of their punifhments
might, perhaps, have been excufable, had. it been
founded on a love of order, and had it been extended,
with equal feverity, againft all. But who will not be
furprifed, at perceiving that thefe fanguinary judges
inflited no other punifhment, but the punifhment of
fending into exile, on a Roman citizen, even although
he might have committed a thoufand affaflinations,
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fingle obftacle defeited the effeét of ‘this p03
licy. . The Romans were too fuperior t6¢ .
other ftates, the frontiers of the empire were
too -diftant, and the neighbouring nations
were too intimidated ; it, therefore, ‘bécame:
heceffary to go far off, in fearch of war, and,
then, the abfence .of the mafter, of courfe,
diminithed his ‘power. Befides, fuch is the
"misfortune entaled on a people, entirely mis
Htary, that in the cafe, where war is fo aiﬁant-,
that the interior quatters do not feel ts con-
fequences, it will ceale to be interefting, and
its fuccefles will become matters of indif-
ference, whilft its loffes will be the more bie-
terly felt. Even the common foldier grows
fatigued, when toiling, witheut one objedt
in his view; he mutinies, and revolts. If
there_be two armies, two parties are formed.
Frefh dangers may arife-from the valour of
the officers, and the confidence of the forces.
They ¢an fio more remain attached to their
chief, without raifing him to the firft rank;
and the love of the foldiers foon induces the
generals to prove faithlefs ? thus a misfortune
muft fpring out of one of thefe three circum-
ftances. If war be difadvantageous, it brings
-en the ruin of a nation: if 4t maintain only
' - an
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‘

an equal oppofition to the contending powers, .
it harraffes, and drains a nation ; and if it be.
advantageous, it introduces a diffolution of
the armies, and of the government. I'have
‘not yet mentioned the danger which may ac-
crue from. particular bodies, fuch as the Pre-
torian guards, the Janiffaries, the Strelitzes,
&c. becaufe all my readers well know that
every defpot hath his fatellites, and that each
- of thefe fatellites are, in their turns, the ty- .
rants of the defpot. Amongft three and
twenty emperors, fixteen were flaughtered(a):

Q.3 the

(a) Itis remarkable that, out of forty-two .empe-
rors, who filled up the interval, between Julius Cafar
and Charlemagne, thirty, atleafl; died a violent death,
Amongft thefe, four committed, fuicide; and; fix pe~
rithed through the intrigues of theix favourites, their.
brothers, their wives, and their children, It is not;
their dreadful difmiffion to eternity, but their fatal en-
trance into the world, at which the fzeling reader will,
beapt to thudder. The pen which writes the annals of
the generality of kings, fhould, with propriety, be
dipped. in blood. A multityde of thofe monarchs,_
whom the fear, and adulation of their fubjeds, liave
dignified with the titles of fathers of their country, were
little better than the murderers of mankind. If their .
contemporaries durft have fpoken their fentiments with
Ith:'(ampkf:egdpm ». which _hath influenced the opinion of .-

their
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. the Roman empire was put up at auQion;
and fold, to a contemptible individual; the
revolutions of ‘Ruffia, of the empire of the
Ottomans, and of that of the Mogul, are
ample proofs that a government, founded in
' military defpotifm, is the worft government
of all, not only for princes, but for the
people.

SECTION

their pofterity, the compofitions of too many of our an<
ceftors, inftead of being f{ullied with panegyries o
" yoyalty, would have glowed only with execrations
 againt the flagrancy of arhitraxy powez. K.
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SECTION IIL

Cunfiderations on the lot of Humanity,
during the middle ages of biffory.

b oo ppem——

CHAP I

On- the inundation of the Barbarians..

b& HILST we purfue our tafk of def-
*cribing the misfortunes of mankind, ‘we can®
pot obferve, without concern, the diverfity
prevailing through the feveral objeéts which
claim our attention. Evil is produced, and.
generated under a thoufand different forms ;
and, without being hurried away by too.
fplengtic an imagination, we may venture to

Q4 affers,
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affert that, of all the prefents which weré
made to human nature, the box of Pandora
was, indifputably, the moft complete, and
the maft judicioufly afforted. The theawe
of the world muft now undergo a confide- -
rable alteration. In the place of either thofe
rigid old men, who, feated on their curule
chairs, decided, in three words, the deftruc-,
tion of ftates; or of thofe young énthufiafts,
who, for a crown of grafs, carried fire and
the-fword to the extremities of the earth, we .
fhall perceive a race of half-favages, a.wan-
dering multitude of Barbarians,($) who, not- -
withftanding, more juft and more confides
rate than the firft, felt only thofe paflions, ta
which their wants had given birth, and be-
came the maflers of the world, folely, he-
caufe they were perithing with hunger.

From

(6) (Hordes.) This expreflion is applicable to thofe
large bodies of emigrants, -thofe focieties of wandering
.Tartars, who, like the ancient Scythians, exift only ia
tents, in order the more eonveniently to change their
abode, whenfoever the provifions of the country be.
came nearly confumed. Each troop; of thefe emigrants

. formerly confifted of fifty, or fixty families, ynder the
command of 2 captain, dependant on the general, er
-prince of the whale natian, X,
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- From whence came thefe people, known

only by their invafions ? how did it happen;
that all unpolifhed, and divided as they were,
they attained to the power of overthrowing
‘that wonderful Coloffus, the Roman empire ?
(¢) thefe are two important queftions. The
‘ invef-

\
’

(¢) The rife and fall of Empires may be ranked
amongft thofe events which, although common, do not
ceafe to be remarkable. Infpiration only could have
difcovered, that the primitive Romans, a vile, and
abje&t people were deftined to clear the path, which
conduled their future race to the fovereignty of the
world. If,in the days of Julius Cxfar, aRoman Augur
had pretended, that his dirds informed him, that the
diftant defcendants of the di@ator, and his imvincidle
countrymen, fhould be emafculated, and fing upon a
ftage, before the pofterity of the conquered Britons,
inftead of being reverenced as a prophet, he would have
been ftoned, as a madman. Yet this, and ftranger
things than this have happened. To what fate Eng-
land, the envy, and admiration of every kmgdom upon
carth, may be referved, it is impoflible to determme.
but an ingenious writer of effays, a Colman, or a
Wharton, by purfuing this thought, might, at once,,
smufe and inftru&. A pi&ture of England, funk into
what Rome is at prefent, blended with the reprefenta-
tion of an American colony, fuperior in power and
fplendour, to her pnpatural mother, can, in this age,
only beideal; but the future reality is, to the full as
probable, as was the deftrution of Rome, by the Bar-
barians, in the boatted reign of Augyftus. K,



266 AN ESSAY ON

inveftigation of ane queftion is the provipce
of erudition; the inveftigation of the other
quettion is the province of the {cience of po-
litics. ‘To difcufs them might feem a ftriking
inftance of temerity, on our part, if expeﬁ-
ence had not convinced us, that a little philo-
fophy can, fometimes, throw a light over the
moft intricate refearches, and relieye us from.
the toiis. of learning. Let others difplay a
"vain, unneceflary parade of knowledge: we
fhall content ourfelves with confefling our ig-
norance of the hiftory of that vaft region of
the world, which contains Sweden, Ruffia,
I’oland Tartary, China, and Indoftan. Now
who can inform us, if the emigrations into
the Weft did not originate from the North,
and the Eaft? amongft the people, who in-
habited Germany, Bohemia, Hungary, and
Poland, there were but very few fuppofed to
be indigenous.(d) The majority of them came
from a greater diftance, but they were not
known until after their laft eftablifhment.
' ' ' Were

(4) There are very ftrong proofs, that all thefe:
people came from Scythia. The celebrated Odin hak
conquered all the northern countries. See Iatrodudice
& I’ bift. du Dannemart.
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Were thefe people ré[;ulfcd, towards the
Weft, by the Tartarian and Chinefe nations ?
or, did they not extend themfelves into the
vicinity of the Roman c'mpire," by reafon of
too numerous a population ? or, may we not
rather fuppofe, that the world, becoming
peopled, only- by fucceffion, the countries
neareft to the fea, were, at the firft, inha-
bited by a larger proportion of individuals,
than the inland countries ; from whence it
muft have followed, that an equilibration
could never have been eftablithed amongft
them, the progrefs of one part of thefe indi-
viduals, exaltly correfponding with the de-
cline of the other part.

The multiplication of queftions, is the
multiplication of doubts. Firft, fuppofing that
the barbarous nations had been repulfed to-
wards the Weft, in confequence of thofe un-
fortunate wars, which raged within the Eaf- .
tern quarters, it muft be very aftonithing,
that there thould have been no tradition pre-
ferved, relative to “thefe events. Secondly, .
although it be generally allowed, that the
women in Germany are more prolific than
cxfcwhere, we do not perceive that this cir-

cumftance
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cumftance extends farther to the North; op
that Sweden and Ruffia have any reafon to
- boatt of the fame fecundity, Thirdly, there
is no abfurdity in admitting, that the popu- -
lation of the world was, as yet, progrefiive,
in thofe early times- and:that the effet of a
long feries of ages was.univerfally manifefted,
~ almoft at the fame inftant.  But, is it mecef-
fary to fuppofe, that the population amongft
the Barbarians, and, particolarly, amongtt
the inhabitants of the North, was fo nume-
-rous ? let us feec what dependance can be
drawn from the calculations of hiftorians.,
Shall we attempt to fide with them ? when-
foever I read in their works, that this emperor
~ attacked the Barbarians, and deftroyed one
huiidred thoufand men; that another empe-
ror defeated two hundred thoufand Goths;
and that a third emperor vanquithd'thrce
hundred thoufand Sarmatians, 1 always tran.
flate thefe paflages, thus: fuch an emperor
attacked the Barbarians, and deftroyed a great
multitude. What ! if, in our times, when
the military flate of each nation, is printed
and publifhed, we can never exaltly afcertain,
the number of the forces of our enemies, or-
cven
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¥he-number of the forces -of our allies, fhail

we.pretend to-reckon-up the forces of the

‘Barbarians, who had no mufter-rolls, no di»
vifions ‘of troops, nor any other method of

marching, but in*multitudes ? it is, indeed,

impoffible to -avoid wondering at the confi-

dence with which hiftorians tranfiit their

details to pofterity. Had they not been:

obliged to furnith out the greater part of

their-annals with materials, taken from the

¢ontpofitions of the orators and panegyrifts,

- how could they have expeéted, that the Ro-
" mans . themfelves ‘fhould 'have known the
number of the forces of their enemies ? is it
not evident that either fear or vanity magni-
fied every object; that, ih order to fcatter
~ terror through the ranks of the enemy, it was
cuftomary to fpeak of the ftrength of theic
own army, as greater than it was ; and that,

‘when they had been defeated, it was equally

tifual, to reprefent the ftrength of the oppo-

fing-army, as lefs than it was, that the dif- °
prace of having been conquered, might ad-

- mit of fome extenuation? befides, no pro-
wince, whether in Germany, in France, or in
Spain, -is {0 poor, as to prove incapable of
exciting

¢

N\
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exciting the fears of neigbouring provine®y
were gll its inhabitants to take up arms, at
- once: and thefe spprehenfions muft have
‘been_ftill more violent, at a time when there
were no military fortrefles, to ferve as barriers,
of which the affailants could not have poffefi-
ed themfelves, but by dint of fkill, toil, and
perfcvcrancc

The cuftom whxch thefe barbarous nations
had adopted, of tranfporting themfelves, to
a man, from one climate, into another cli-
“mate, feems, at the firft glance, a more af«
tonithing  circumftance, than any of the
former circumftances. And yet, if we do
but reflec, we fhall be no longer furprized at
reading, in the pages of hiftory, a relation of -
fimilar events, which happened at a period,
much lefs remote from our own times. Itis
*not a great while, fince we became acquainted
with the interiour parts of America; and we
know that the nations which inhabit them
have undergone the like revolutions. It is,
ftill, extremely common, to obferve the fa-
vages, fettling themfelves in places, five, or
“fix hundred leagues diftant from their ori
ginal abode. Such, at this period, is the
: ' fate
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* ffate of the Tartars ;-and fuch will always be
the deftiny of thofe people, who remain ab-
folute ftrangers, to the arts of agriculture,
‘This, then, is the important fpeculation,
on which we-are to fix: if we defire to
. know what, in general, is the condition of
the inhabitants of the world, we need only
inform- ourfelves, whether the number of
cultivated lands be dugmented, er dimi-
pithed. o

However fimple this method of invefti<
gating our fubje& may appear, we dare ven-
ture to affert, that it is not without its novel-
ty; a novelty, - arifing from the contempt,
with which fuch difcuffions have been treated
by all thofe political enthufiafls, who were
anly led afide by a vain glory, or a falfe ver-
tue ; forms, -at once, gigantic and frivolous,
incapable of exifting, but by mutually fup-
porting each other, and making humamty a
conftant vitim to their connexion.

"We have, already, obferved how the arts;
_commerce and agriculture became, as it
were, a conflituent part of Zgypt, of Phe.
nmicia, and at length of Greece, fpreading
 themfelves, as _they conftantly kept near to
' ' the
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~ the fea-fhore, through Italy, Sicily, the
" cbafts of Africa, Spain, and even amongt
the Gauls. This confideration may ferve w
. explain the reafon, why the nations, border- .
_ing on the ocean, always enjoyed more dif-
“tinguithed advantages, than the nations in-
habiting the inland countries. In faét, whilft
Lycurgus, Solon, Romulus,  and the reft,
.were putting their invention to the iorturc,
that they might difcover the art of effeétually
vanquifhing their neighbours, nature, by flow °
degrees, conducted her rebellious children to
that point, whereto fhe inceffantly tends, by
a progrefs, at once, fecret and’ undifturbed.
" Whiltt agriculture increafed the producions
" of the earth, commerce was taught to ne-
gotiate their exchange ; and as a river, when
‘ifluing from its bed, firft overflows its banks,
and then, divides its waters into different
channels, bending its courfe through every
convenient winding; fo thefe ufeful difco-
veries extended themfelves from the fea-coafts
into the places more immediately within the

+ teach of commerce, and from thence, into

the inland countries. Thus, it may be faid
that riches and induftry. made the firit ad-
vances, and went in queft of the Barbarians,

' before
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before this people began to covet them.
‘What, then, muft have happened, if the
perverfene(s of thankind, but, more parti-
~cularly, the perverfeniefs of heroes, and le-
giflators, had not intruded itfelf to interrupt-
. the order of nature? the induftrious nations
would, by little and littlc,‘ have mixed
themfelves amongft other nations, either by
commerce, or by alliance; nay, évch by
war, fince, if, of two contending: powers,
the. one power be more civilized than the
other power, only the moft ftupid pride and
the moft mifguided policy, can hinder the
conquerors from either adopting the manners
of the conquered, or imparting to. them
_their own manners.  Unfortunately the phil
lofophers had fo much underftanding, the
chiefs fo much heroifm, ‘and the people fo
much vertue, that all, over the furface of the
globe, was in a flame, whilft the perfection
of human nature was thrown back to an ex-
treme diftance. - An ignorant-people, entire-
ly deftitute of laws, and ftrangers to cul-
- tivation, foon triumphed over the compatriots
of Homer, of Plato, and of Lycurgus.
They undertook to draw out their empire to
“a greater extent, than that extent which the
Vor. L. . R empire
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empire of manners and légiflation had bee
“able to reach: but quickly corrupted, di:
vided and enfeebled, they preferved no
traces of their ancient fplendor, except thofe
atrocious principles which they had ' derwed
from it; and at a time when they were no
- longer capable of quelling a revolt, their
condut.invited it to break out. The bar-
~ barous nations found themfelves, during that
period, in a fingular fituation. Within the
vicinity of opulence, and repulfed by a power
‘who left them no fhare of it, they eagerly
withed for all the foftnefs of luxury, whilft
they dreaded left they thould fall vi&tims to
oppreffion. There was no hope of . thofe fe-
deral alliances, thofe intermarriages of fo-
vereign houfes, which tended to affimilate
and unite the neighbouring nations, In the
place of the ancient apothegm, introduced
by Cato; delenda -¢f Cartbago, there was
- reafon to fubftitute 3 delenda ¢f Roma ¢ and,
in faét, Rome-was, already, deftroyed; the
fenate was filled with foreigners; the Bar-
barians commanded an army almoft entirely
compofed of Barbarians. The Pretorians, ins
' ‘vinciblc tyrants' in the capital, but puﬁlla’ni-
mous citizens in the camp, after having creat-
: Coed
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-td and affaffinated emperors; were com-
pelled to give the precedency to the Germans
and to the other foreigners, whom the Cafars ‘

"had appointed to form their guards. Thefe
Barbarians, admitted into the firft rank, ef-
tablifhed with their own nations a corref-
pondence which became pernicious to the

‘Romanss t}iey fixed their eyes on this de-
graded ftate, in proportion to its becoming'
forgetful of itfelf: the ambition of particular
individuals preceded the ambition of . the
people; the chief employments were invaded,
and even the throne was ufurped in fuch a
manner, that the Barbarians may be faid to
have conquered the empire before they at-
tacked it. ‘ }
" From hence, it. follows that we muft feek

“for the fources of the invafions of the Barba-
rians, hitherto fo difficult to be afcertained,
in the atrocity of the ancient principles of the
republic; in the vices peculiar to the modes
of government, adopted by the emperors;
and, efpecially, in the vaft extent of their
dominions. But, .whatfoever may have been
the caufe of thefe invafions, it will always re-
main an incontrovertible point, that they
ought to be regarded, as fome of the moft

) R 2 bitter
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 bitter calamities, which ever afliGted hamas
pature. The numerous and bloody. battles,
. which they have occafioned, may be referred
to thofe firft principles of wan, deftribed at
the begimning of this work; the defire of
quitting a rigorous climate, for 2 more whole-

.~ Tome climate ; a barren land, for-a more

fertile land, &c. Now, wars of this kind
are the moft cruel and difaftrous; not being
fo. much the contention of rival warriors, as
the obftinate oppofition of one nation againft
another nation. On the onie hand, the im-
poffibility of drawing off, and on the othet
hand, the meceflity of preferving the means
of fubfiftance, render the deftruéion of the .
enemy a néqeﬁ'ary confequence of vi&ory.
What can be more melancholy and difquiet-
. ing, than the pi¢ture of humanity, during
the times, which preceded the feparation of
the Roman empire? nations deftroyed through
principles of policy: other nations over-
whelming and laying wafte whole countries;
and a third affemblage of nations, more dan-
. gerous than the former, exifting, folely, by
a&ts of theft and piracy ; the emperors tranf-
i)]anting whole colonies from Germany, into
' ' ‘ Britain ;
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Britain; from Afia,.into Africa; and from
Africa, into Europe. The univerfe refem-
bled one vaft field of barctle, where the bo-
dies of forces, not employed in fight, are
engaged in continual evolutions, and, incef-
fantly, change their ground.(e)

R3 CHAP.

(e) Thefe frequent  emigrations, thefe perpetual
changes in the eftablifhment of nations, were, after the
war, amongft the greateft misfortunes, entailed on hux
man nature. ‘Let the reader judge from the -following
circumftances. Probus, unable to kcep the Barba-
rians, in a ftate of peace, refolved to tranfplant feveral
nations, . into the lands belonging to theempire. Ounly
one colony fucceeded. It was ccmpofed of a hundred -
thoufand of" the Baftarnz, a people of Scythia, who.
had fettled in Thrace. The Gedinians, the Vandab,

" and the Franks could not be prevailed on to fix them-
felves, but committed their ufual a&s of plunder, in.
the places, where it had been attempted to eflaplith
them. It became neceffary to deftroy them, by farce
of arms. Dioclefian tranfported, into Pannonia, the
Carpian nations, inhabiting the vicinities of the. Pontus

~Euxinus; and Conftantius Chlorus made the Bata-

. vians pafs into the moft depopulated provinces of Gaul,
The manner in which they waged war againft thefe
Barbarians may be difcovered, in a paffage, from Vo-
pifcus, who fnforms us, that the emperor Probus, not

- contented with having flaughtered, in one battle, four
hundred thoufand Barbarians, confiting of Burgun-

. qians, Franks, and Germans, fet a price upon tho

headg
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CHAP IL

The ot appearance of Chriftianity. T be polt-
tical, and moral fiate of Paganifin, at the era
of the ¢ftabli /bmmt o tbe Cbrgﬂzan relxgm.

THE dreadful convulfions, which fhook
the political fyftem of the world, were not
fufficient to fill up the meafure of calamity.
A revolution, a thoufand times more afto-
nifhing, prepared itfelf to overthrow the ems
plrc of oplmcn as if the time had been ar-

rived

heads of all who remained, promiﬁng to each of the
foldiers a piece of gold, for every head which they
might bring. It is with fingular fatisfaltion, that I
draw the contraft to thefe cruel orders, whilft I mention
what I recollect to have feen prattifed, during the laf
war, Some commanders of light troops, anxious to
prevent
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rived, at which, every. thing on the furface

of the earth was to be 3ltered, from the
power which commands, to the perfuafion,

wlhich governs. A tumultuous war arofe in
the mind; nor did the individual, who had
retired to folitude, aud contemplatian, enjoy
more tranquility in his rerreat, than the un-
ruly foldier, or the timid cultivator of the
ground. What an epoch was this, in which
hiftory, at once, prefents to us the deftruc-
tion of the Roman empire, and the fall of
paganifm | new people, and a new mode of
worfhip are introduced upon the theatre of
the world ; it may even be faid, that a new

religion is introduced ; for, idly would men

alledge, that’ chriftianity, teaching, - as its
firft dogma, the unity of God, and immedi-

" ately deriving itfelf, from the faith of the If-~

raelites, fhould trace its origin up to ‘d.eifm‘
and judaifm: the myftery of the redemption,
R4 : its

\
\

prevernt the fpilling of too much blood, concerted &
firuggle, in theminds of the foldiers, between avarice

and cruelty, and inftituted a reward, for “every one,

who might bring in a prifoner, fafe and found. Such
is the progrefs of manners and philofophy, that the
moderns, at this period, are not fo cruel, in the timg
©f war, as the ancients were, in times of peace,

_
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its tenéts relating to a future ftate, its forms
-of worthip, its precepts, all anounce, all
. declare a new order in fpiritual ‘matters ; all
chara&erife a revolution in the fyftem of reli-
gion. ) '

‘But, howfoever this fubje® ought-to be
confidered, there is only; one method of en~
quiry, with which we¢ ean indulge ourfelves;
-and this method neceffarily entérs into the
plan of our work. Thus, far from following
~the example of fome philofophers, of the
_prefent age,- whofe abilities we refpeét, but

whofe fondnefs for difcuffion hath, perhaps,:
led them into errors, we fhall leave to Theo-
logians, that which belongs inconteftably to
their province, and enter folely into an exa-
‘mination of the influence of the Chriftian re-
ligion over the happinefs of mankind,-in its
" exclufive relation to this life. It is in confe-
"quence’of this principle, that, being obliged,
through the feries of our refle®ions, to un-'
fold the origin and progrefs of chriftianity,
we fhall only mention thofe human means, of

. which providence hath made ufe; to thefe

means the fathets of the church have given
their affent; and in this inveftigation no
other means can be -admitted, fince it is im«

pofiible
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poffible for man, to trace the ways of God .
through fupernatural events; and equally
-as difficult, for our weak intellets, toaffign
a motive, why he fometimes changes thc‘
order of nature; as to explain the reafon,
why he doth not change it, either oftner, or
ina manner more adapted to the attainment
- of thofe ends, to which, we imagine, that he
direfs his purpofes. If, in the courfe of
'this work, we have never aflumed that ftile
of ,conﬁde‘nce,Awhi‘ch pretends to teach; but
rather the language of criticifm, at once,’
doubting and difcuffing, how much more
necefary is it, that we fhould adhere to this
* precaution, in a matter, where we cannot
boaft of havingavailed ourfelves of any af-
fiftance, except that-affiftance which ‘arofe
from the light of hiftory, fupported by ‘re-
fleCtion, . ' ,
Whilft mankind medxtatcd upen this great
revolution in the moral world, they appear
to have been particularly ftricken with two
circumftances, the deftruction of an ancient
religion, and the eftablithment of a new re-
ligion; “or rather thefe two objects being con-
founded with each other, the human rind,
- which conftantly endeavours to relieve herfelf
, by
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" by abftrattion, from the fatigue of entering
into long details, faw only a war on foot, be-
tween two powerful rivals, and did not he-
fitate to defcribe chriftianity, as engaged
“againft paganifm. But was paganifm are-
ligion? far from it; the term Pagan was not
adopted until fome ages after the appearance .
of Jefus Chrift.(f) The Phenicians, the
ZHigyptians, the Greeks, the Italians, and the
Celtz, hdd all different ideas, not only of
‘the nature and origin of the gods, but of that.’
kind of adoration, which ‘they imagined it
neceflary to pay them, There were no re-
lanvc ideas, no connetion evén between the
names

(f) Pagan, from Pagus, a vxllage, becaufe the
chriftian emperors having banithed the idolaters from
all the cities, they were obliged to retire to the villages;
or rather becaufe Conftantine drove - out, from amongft
his troops,. and expelled into the villages, all thofe who
were not' chriftians. Neither 'of thefe explanations is
fatisfattory.  The firft mention which hiftory makes of
the Gentiles, under the name of Pagans, isin the reign
of Valentinian, and in the three hundred and fixty-fifth
year of Chrift. See ‘¢ Gothofredus de flatu Paganorum -
fub imperatoribus Chriftianis.” Echard imagines that
the inhabitants of the country, remaining longer at-
tached to the worthip of idols, than the inhabitants of
cities, the idolaters were therefore called Pagans. Pas
gani. b.7.¢. 1,
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* names of their gods; nor did they barely ad~ |

mit of a tranflation from one -language into
~ another language. Examine all the ancient
nations, and endeavour to form from their
notions, with regard to Taut, Brimba, o
Brama, Tipbon, Qfiris, Zeus, Fupiter, Odin,
&c. a fyftem which conciliates every opinion,
and forms a point of re-union againft a new
religion. It may be faid that fuch a fyftem is
vifible in Polytbeifm. But this affercion is far
from carrying conviétion: along with it; for
we, in our-turns, muft afk what is underftood
by religion? doth it mean the opinion pre-
vailing among& the pcopleP and yet,. with
~ignorant men, all opinion degenerates. into
fuperftition, and all worfhip into idolatry.
In this refpe, it will appear that even the
chriftians poffeffed but very few advantages

over the Pagans : for were we to enquire into -

the religious ftate of all the fouthern part of

America, and of fome nations fituated to the

Notth and South of Europe,(g) we fhould
find that their notions on the Trinity, thc Virs
gin, the Saints, the Angels, and the Devils,

were

(g) The Ruffians fill preferve their little idols, and
vender them the fame worfhip, wluch the Pagans ren-
dered to their Penates,
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were little fhort of idolatry. If, on¢he coms
trary, it be imagined that through every age,
and amidft every religibn, the ideas of the
vulgar are tobe rejefted,. we fhall, then, per-
ceive that amongft the ancients, the pricfts
- referred all their doétrine to deifm, and all
their morality to politics. It is certain that
the dogma of one God alone was the firft .
- truth revealed in the Eleufinian myfteries.
La&antius affents, that Alexander learned this
truth from the mouth of the Hierophant;
“and a very flight knowledge of antiquity may
convince us that this belief was the bafis of -
all inidation, and the hidden principle of
every dolrine. The freedom ‘with which
even the minifters of religion fpoke of thei
divinities, is evident from the writings of
Cicero; and Dioddrus Siculus accounts for
' the origir{ of the popular opinions, relative
to the Styx, Acheron, Minos, Rbadamantbus,
&e. &c. It werea ftill more ufelefs tafk,
" fhould we attempt to fearch for Polytheifm
amongft the philofophers. In whatfoever ob-~
fcurities their ideds, ‘concerning the nature of
* things and firft caufes, were involved, we
may affert, that no fe& exifted, the principles

- of
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_ of which, bad any thing in common with the
religion of the people.

We fhall not, in this place, trefpaﬁ: upon
the readers time, by endeavouring to thew
what little folidity could have belonged to an
edifice, without fymmetry in any of its parts, -,
and without the leaft correfpondence to a ge-
neral plan. The Pagan religion, defpifed by -
its own minifters, inveighed -againft by the
philofophers, and negletted, the moft fre-."
quently, by the people, was equally incapable
of ftriking a deep root, and of foi'ming a
a code of doétrines, difficult to be overthrown. -
The credit which it maintained during a
fength of time is, notwnhﬁandmg, unqueftion-.

" able. To.account, therefore, for all this,'we
muft have recourfe to fome more diftant
caufe ; for it is not fufficient to demonfltrate
* with Mr. Hume, that Polytheifm is the firft
religioh which muft have offered itfelf to an
untutored fet of men;- it is pot even fufficient.
to have difcovered that this religion was mild,
~ and that its modes of worfhip were agreeable -
and ingenious: on the one hand, it may be
anfwered, that it exifted during the moft po-
-difhed ages 5 and on the other hand, that the,
pain and cruclty, attending its prattices,
have -

S
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have been already proved. We muft, thercs
fore, lead our obfervations ftill farther, and
we fhall, then, difcover in the fyftem of po-
fitics, . the true reafon of the long duration of

Polytheifm. ‘

Would we, in general, comprehend fome

circumftance from antiquity, we muft not

lofe fight of two important fafts, namely,

-that Afia hath been, as it were, the cradle.of

the fciences, and Greece, the cradle of poetry.

‘From this fingle confideration, . a thoufand

confequences will naturally flow. The poets,

* that is to fay, the makers,(b) the firt amqng(’c

the Greeks' who .enjoyed the knowledge of
any thing, have arranged, as well as they
poflibly could, ‘all the materials which they
were able to colle&, from ‘the -fentiments of
the Phenicians and ZEgyptians, relative to the

‘origin of the world, and .the generation of

gods; but thefe makers, faithful to their
pame, and their profcﬂion, forged many new
fables,

(%) Poety Tlowilns, from ITew, to make, to fabricate,
to compofe, &c. We do not, here, pretend to deny
that poetry is of an earlier date, and that the Greeks
received it from the Phenicidns ; but we allude to a re-
gular poem which, whilft it became the language of
the priefts and the legiflators, was the chief amufes -
ment of the people.
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» fables, which they mixed with the ancient

fables, and, particularly, laboured atattempts

 to circulate delufive accounts, concerning the
origin of the Greeks; an origin for which
they blufhed.to have been indebted to mer-
chants, or a people of flaves. Amidft thefe
makers, Homer quickly obtained the firft
rank. He compofed fo many tales, and fpoke
of fuch a multitude of things, that his books,

in this refpe&, like the Koran, were of them-.

felves fufficient to found a religion. And
yet, the oracle of Delphos, another maker,
who worked with hexameter verfes, Lycurgﬁs,
who made metrical laws, pretending, indeed,
that they were dictated by Apollo, but which
he had ftolen from the Cretans,(i) Hefiod,
and many others, began to form, from a
“very fmall numbcr of acquired intelligences,
and from a very great number of ingenious
conjetures, a- monftrous and gigantic fcaf-
folding of materials. - From all thefe poems,
and all thefe oracles, arofe a particular lan-
guagc, ftiled s, in oppofitian to Aeyis,

which

(i) Rhetra, or oracle, an zppellaiion given to the
Jaws of Lycurgus, who pretended to have received
them from the mouth of Apollo, whofe ufual manner
of {peaking to him was in nambers,
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which was the language of reafon, and whick -
did not prevail until fome_ time afterwards,
But the x3e¢ maintained its ground during
whole ages ; and as the poets had continually
treated of the moft interefting fubjects, fuch
as the origin of republics, the principles of
legiflation, the rights of magiftrates, the li-
mits of ftates, &c. poetry, or fable, or, if it
be a more proper expreflion, religion became, -
“as it were, the general repofitory of- archives,
and the titles ‘of ‘the nobility of republics,
From thence fprang the obligation which
united polity with religion, and the neceffity
which preferved tenets and ceremonies. The
oracles had frequently decided on the pri-
.vileges of ftates; and thefe points had been
determined even by the authority of the
poets.(k) Who could have queftioned the
infallibility of the oracles ?- who could have
treated Homer with difrefpect ? ! '
Saint Angu&m(l) quotes a beautiful dc-
finition from Varro, in which that author di-
vides theology into three kinds: the fabulous
kind, -
fl) Two verfes of Homer decided a conteft between

two republics, which difputed their mctropolmcal nght
over a colony. .

(/) Decivitate Dei. L. 6. ¢. 6,

)
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kind; ui%mov, the phyfical or natural kind,
and the civil or legal kind. The firft kind
contains fables, the metamorphofis, &c. the
fecond kind, which treats of the nature of
tHe gods, and of things, istaughtonly in the
fchools ; and the third kind, which is but the
ritual of feafts, or of facrifices, is entrufted
to the priefthood. Varro faith that, from
thefe three kinds of theology, we can only
fele¢t the firft, and the laft kind, as properto
be given up to the people. < Prima, inquit,
theologia maxime accomodataeftad theatrum,
fecunda ad mundum, tertia ad urbem.” But
this fabulous theology, which Varro par-
ticularly annexes to the theatre, was intimate- )
ly connefted with civil theology; and each
of thefe did not fail to unite themfelves
againft natural theology, whxch was their
greateft enemy. Natural theology unfor-
tunately negle@ted, during a length of time, *
the only arms which fhe might have employ-
ed with fuccefs ; obfervation and experience.
She was even weak enough to borrow fre-
quently from the firft, her language, and
from the laft, her impoftures and her myf.
teries.  Thefe three fyftems were fo ftrongly -
re-acted upon, by one another, that religion
VoL L. S became
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~ became allegorical, and philofophy fupef:
ftitioms : but whilft the commerce of nations,
whilft voyages and conquefts multiplied the
- obje@s of adoration, by the adoption of fos
reign rites, curioﬁ'ty, emulation, and'fubzilty
increafed the fe&ts and the fchools. What
could have arifen from thence, except the
difcredit Fnto which philofophy and religion
fell together? the extravagant cuftom of
. adoring all forts of divinities, from the great
"God Jupiter, down to the God Crepitus}
and of maintaining all kinds of ~opinions;
from the moft magifterial dogmatifin, to the
“moft obftmate Pyrrhonifm, foon placed the
priefts and the fophifts in the fame rank, and
at length gave birth to that fentiment, which

they dread the moft amongft the Great, the
fentiment of indifference.

Amidft thefe difafters, religion ftill cn_]oy
-ed two great fupports, in ‘the vanity of the
" people, and the polity adopted by the ma-

giftrates. Greece was the receptacle of the

gods; in Greece every place feem filled with

their prefence. The Olympic and Ifbmian

games; the Pansthenea; all thofcmagniﬁccnt

feftivals peculiar to each city 3 the great mul-

titude of oracles, each in hxgh reputation,
: and
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and - each promifing to Greece an eternal
fplendor; what obje@s were thefe for.a con-
fident and frivolous people! unfortunately,
whilft the Greeks were bufied in the contem-
plation of their actual glory, a man of Ma-
cedon, (to -borrow an expreflion from De-
mofthenes) came to throw all their ideas intg
confufion, by infulting over a legiflation, for
which, indeed, they felt but little anxiety,
and by difturbing their religious fealts, tothe
celebration of which, they were attached with
the moft bigotted idolatry.  To this man of
Macedon fucceeded another man from the
fame country, who, at once deftroyed and
eftablifhed tyranny ; who overthrew an an-
‘ cient monarchy, and gave birth to new dy-
_ nafties, all warlike and ferocious, whofe op~""
preflive power overwhelmed the gods, the
priefts, the philofophers, and the people.

But this, as yet, was nothing, and there'
had conftantly remained fome particulars be-
longing to thefe two fyftems of civil and dra<’
matic theology, accomodate ad urbem, ad
theatrum. At length, a people confifting of
exceedingly bad theologians, but of excellent
warriors, arrive to ovcrt.hrow‘the fucceflors
of the man of Macedon, and tréat as vile

S2 flavesy
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flaves, the defcendants of geds; heroes, and
poets. Then every expectation was difappoint:
ed, and every prophecy was belied. Religion;
then, loft all her credit; if the leaft mark of -
her footfteps was to be feen, it was confined
€0 the theatre, and owed -its prefervation to
that *happy alliance, which fhe had, fora
-+ long “time, contra&ed ‘with the mufes and
the polltc arts,

At the firft ‘glance, the Romans feem to
have been fo powerful, that they might have
given law, even in matters of opinion, to the
. whole univerf¢ ; but, if I may be allowed the
patadox, they were néither fufficiently intel-
ligent, nor fufficiently ignorant, to found 4
religion. Theirown doginas did not belong
to them’; théy were incapable of forming a
code of db&ripds; their firft notions of this
kind were derived from the Ettufcafis, a
people much addiéted to divination: thus,
the earlieft traces of rehglon, vifible amOngﬁ
them, may be difcovered in the cuftom of
- confulting the aufpices, eftablithed by Ro-
mtulus.( m) Numa, ongmally a Sabine, and

better -

/7

(m) ‘Romulas cohfulted the ﬂlght of birds before he
began to build Rome, '
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detter inftructed than the Romans, imagined
that it was neceffary to deceive, before he
.could reduce a ferocious race of men, who
had affaffinated a waslike prince, and the
founder of the empire. He, therefore, in-
troduced fuperftition to affift autharity ; but
be was more engaged in tiie eftablithhment of
ceremonies, than in the circulation of tenets.
He was, in general, the mildeft of all the
impofters, and merited the applaufe of pof-
terity. By little, and little, the feveral rela-
tions extended themfelves : on the one hand,

the commerce carried on with the Grecian co-

lonies, and on the other hand, the eftablifh-
ment of the Tarquins, could not fail to fix a
reputation upon fome new opinions. An
attempt was made to reconcile thefe’ vulgar
notions, with the more refined ideas of" the
people of Greece; but the names, and the
rites, which underwent no aJtcratibn, were
evident proofs of the effential difference,
which exifted between thefe opinions, and
the primitive dogmas.(#) Cicero derives the

- S3 word

(n) What relation is there between Cronos, Zeus,
Ares, Hermes, Pofeldon, and Saturn, Juplter, Mars’
Mercury, Neptune? .

.
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word Fupiter, from juvare, to help,(o) td
allift; and indeed, the infcriptions, Foui
Statori, Fovi Feretrio, frequently to be met
- with on altars, feem to mean no more than
10 the affifiing power, who fopped the courfe of
she enemy 5 ta the affiffing power, whs firuck
the enemy. 1t is alfo very certain that the
" whole hiftory of the Roman Mars, hath no
conne&ion with the hiftory of the Grecian

‘Ares. Even Flora is abfolutely a Raman di-
~ vinity. . LaQantius(p) pretends that fhe was
‘indebted for her origin, to a courtezan, who,

having acquired a large fortune, left a con-

fiderable fum, by will, to keep up the an-
nual celebration of public games, in honour
of ‘her memory. This author adds, that
after a certain period, the fenate, humiliated

by the idea of having paid fuch homage to-2 |

proftitute, thought it proper to turn her into
the goddefs of flowers. It is, in this place,
. unneceffary to relate, how the Romans, not
much contented with their own gods, had

frequent

¢o) Some have derived the word Jupiter, from ¥ 4H,
Jehova Pater; but I cannot think that this alliance of
the Greek word Pater, with the Hebsew word Jehovah,
appears very natural, ’
(?) Inflit. L. 4. c. 20,

-~
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frequent recourfe to the gods of the Greeks 3
how they confulted their oracles, whenfoever
they imagined that they might enjoy the

power of drawing up the anfwers ; and how

they went in fearch of the god of Epidaurus,
but had the-addrefs to permit his efcape, left
the dreadful ferpent, which reprefented Efcu-
lapius, might not be acknowledged. One
very important abfervation is, that religion,
‘whatfoever might be her nature, remained

conftantly within the hands of the Great ; and

{erved them as a kind of Zgis, againft the tu-
multuous infurrections of the people, whom
they opprefled.

We have already obferved, in the former
part of this work, that the privilege of taking
the aufpices, was a diftinguithing mark of
the effential difference exifting between the

pobility, and the people. We have declared,,

that by this privilege alope, the condition of
the citizens was enabled to ftand good in law 3
becaufe noother privilege could have ftamped
an authepticity on .th‘ei,r marriages. - The
whole Roman  hiftory teftifies, how neceffary
it was, for all thofe, ‘who were deftined to
§ill the firft offices of the magiftracy; and I
cauld produce feveral inftances of confuls,

S4 quitting
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quitting the armies, becaufe fome formall:
ties had been wanting, during their inaugu-
ration. Every one can recolleét the fine dif-
courfes, related by Livy, ‘and Dionyfius Ha«
licarnaffius, wherein thofe authors have fo
ably unfolded the principles on which the
Patricians grounded their claims, in fupport
-of the -exclyfion of the Plebeians, from the
confulthip.. What! exclaimed the Appi,
and their adherents, fhall we, then fee at the
head of our armies, confuls who never took
the aufpices ; inaufpicati confules! in fhom,
nothing hath been more clearly proved, than
that intimate union fubfifting, amongft the
Romans, between their government, and
their religion, but more particularly, between
religion and ariftocracy. * Thus, we need
not hefitate to affert, that the efforts of the
v lz;cople; firuck equally againft the govern-
ment and againft the religion: and as James
the firft was wont to obferve, no Zifbaps, )
king, fo, at Rome, it might have been faid,
the more nobles, the morereligion.
Democracy, fhaken for a moment, by
. Sylla, was continually acquiring freth vigour
until, having degenerated into anarchy, the
licentioufnefs of all occafioned -the defpos
tifm
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- tifm of a fingle one. But we muft not lofe
-fight of a very important truth ; namely, that
the people never ere¢t an individual. into a
defpot, except from a principle of hatred
againft the great, who tyrannife over. them.
We can produce a very recent inftance of
this, from Denmark ;(g) there, the people
. ere€ted an individual into a defpot, with an
enthufiafm equal to that enthufialm which
animated the Romans, at the time of the ex-
pullion of their kings. A very flight ac-
quaintance with the Roman hiftory, is fuf-
ficient to convince us, that the moft difa.
proved emperors, fuch as Caligula, Nero,
and Commodus, had maintained fome degree
of favour, with the people, merely, becaufe
they defpifed the fenate, and perfecuted the
nobility. And yet, it was not neceflary to
have been a Caligula, or a Nero, but only a
politic prince, in order to have perceived,
that the people, becoming, from day to
day, more and more abje&t, might eafily
have been gained over, by diftributions and
fpectacles ; whereas the lat traces of the go-
vernment fubfifted ftill' amidft the fenate,

and

' (q) In 1660,
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and the fmall number of nobles, who werg
the reli¢ts of thofe illuftrious families, the
ancient objeds of, public veneration. - Now,
~ we have already explained the intimate union,
which fubfifted, for a long time, between
ariftocracy, and religion. Befides, “every,
thing which is ancient, every thing which ac:

" - quires a particular ‘and independant impor-

tance, wears, in the eyes of defpots; a kind of
pedantic characteriftic, which troubles them,
It was, therefore, as much through inclina-
"gipn, as policy, that the emperors fuffered all .
religious opinions to ‘fall into difgrace: (7}
and unfortunately for thefe opinions amidft
the fmall number of good princes, who fuc-
ceeded Auguftus, there were found only
philofophers, too vertuous to be expofed to
fear and repentance, the ufual food of fu-.
perftition, and too enlightened to cheritha -
medley of abfurdities, with the fplendour,
which was refle@ed from the throne. It bes
came #ill . worfe, when foreigners fupplied

: the

(r) Tiberius, whofe policy aimed the moft dreadful
blows at the authority of the fenaté; feems to have
‘been particularly free from all, thofe fuperftitions of
his country, which he found alting in oppofition, @
his arbitrary views.
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the place of princes, who were fcarcely Ro-
man éitiz_‘ens,, and of courfe, gave themfelves
no conccrh.abo:;xt the nability; when the
principal employments, whether civil, or
military, were entrufted to Barbarians, who-
" had never read Homer, nor heard either of -
Mercury, or Apollo. Thefe ferocious mes,
accuftomed to worfhip their god, under the
form of a wolf, and to revere only the fpirit
of the mountain, or the genius of the
tempefts, found themfelves exattly in the -
fame fituation, with thofe favages of America,
whom the moft ignorant of our miffionaries
converted; by thoufands. - Full of contempt
for the Romans, they reje&ted their gods,
of whofe hiftory they were ignorant, and.
whofe power they defied.

This was the period at which the chriftian
- religion began to extend herfelf. Her mem-
. bers, more difperfed abroad, and more
zealous, continually animated by the fpirit of
- making profelytes, frequently irritated by
perfecution, and, moreover, inculcating a .
doltrine, very oppofite to that contempt
which the Romans and the Greeks expreflfed
sgainft the Barbarians, muft, confequently,

! have
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have prefented themfelves to thefe laft in. &
_more favourable point of view; ‘and the fim-.
plicity of their dogmas, (for we fhall obferve
farther on, that nothing could have been
more fimple, than the tenets introduced by
the apoftles and their fucceflors) was much.
better fuited to the comprehenfion of thefe
plain and properly-tempered minds, which
‘bad not yet been either infeGted by fuper-
fRitions, or fubtilifed by idle diale&ics.

To fum up the whole, then, we may con-
. clude that Greece was the land' of paganifm;
that all the religious ideas, ef’cablihmd in this
country, and united to polity, were over-
thrown by the conquefts of the Romans ; that
the Roman government becoming, at firft,
ariftocratical, then democratical, and at length
monarchial, religion which was the fupport
of ariftocracy muft neceffarily have fallen with
it; and, in fhort, that the rvafions of the
Barbarians gave the finifhing ftroke to the de-
ftruction of the laft remains of the ancieng -
opinions. - '

CHAPD
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\

On the efablifment of Chrifiianity,

U ‘} E cannot too often repeat what hath
been already 'mentioned, namely, that we
have refolved, whilft we tface the progrefs of
-éhriﬁianity, to enquire only into the human or
hatural means; means, the importance of
which the theologians themfelves do not affet
to deny’; but indeed, if providence had chofen
to eftablith a fyftem of worthip upon ‘mi-
racles,(s) it would have been fufficient to

have

.('s) Origen, in his defence againft Celfus, agrees with
the Pagan philofophy, in fuppofing that feveral miracles
might have been wrought by magic ; and the only rule
which he prefcribes for diftinguithing the miracles,
which precceded from Heaven, is founded on the mo~

- ral'ity,
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have wrought at Rome a fmall part of thofe

miracles, of which the Jews only were the .

witnefles; or even to have fixed on thefe,

fuch a charaer of authenticity, as to have

rcndcr'ed it impofiible that they fhould ever

_have been called in queftion, or pafied over
in filence, which two of the moft learned

men of Judza, have, notwithftanding,

‘done.(#)  On the contrary, we perceive that
the firft advances of chriftianity were flow

~ and laborious, and particularly, whillt we
examine it under its political relations, and

by its influence over the ftate of fociety ; this
fpecies of inveftigation being our chief objec.

We mutft, here, guard againft the indolence

of the human mind, againft' that particular

: ' " kind

rality, the do@rine, and the manners of thofe who
worked thofe-miracles. No one is ignorant of the pro-
digies brought forth by the magicians of Pharaoh; and
it is alfo well known, that when the heathens placed
the miracles of Apolloniqs Tyanus, in oppofition to the
miracles of Jefus Chrift, the chriftians, in anfiver to
this objetion, were fatisfied with fcrutinizing the life
- and charafer of this philofophgr; as, in their opinion,
it was very immaterial, what miracle he might have pere
formed, if it were certain that his' doftrince and his
condut deferved neither refpe nor confidence,

(t) Jofephus and Philo.
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. kind of curiofity, which flies from application,
dreads the falling into doubt more than it
_likes inftruction, and is the oftneft fatisfied
‘with fome principal points whereon it may
reft its wavering opinion. We refemble thofe
travellers, who cafting their eyes from the
{fummit of fome mountain upon an extenfive
plain below, obferve here and there a tower
. and a fteeple, and then return, perfuaded
that they are acquainted with the country.-
We know that Jefus Chrift hath given his
fname to that religion, which all, who are
ttiled chriftians, at this time profefs; and we
believe that immediately. after Jefus Chrift,
there was a chtiftian religion. The extreme
averfion, alfo, which prevails amongft the
chriftians of our days, and the Jews, inclines
us to fuppofe, that there muft have been, from
the beginning, a very diftinguithable fciffion,
an openly-declared war between the two re-
ligions. All thefe opinions are not conform.
able to the falts. Several hiftorical monu-
ments prove that the Romans for a long time
confounded the Jews with the Chriftians. 1
thall only produce one inftance, by a quotation
from Suetonius, wherein that author, enu-
merating the laudable adions of Claudius,

’ at
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at the beginning of his' reign, faith, that he
drove from Rome the Jews, who continually
revolted, and were fpurred on by Chriftus.(u)
Now; Suetomus wrote under Trajan ; that 18,
more than one hundred years after Jefus
" Chrift.. Itis certain, that Tacitus, who lived.
at'the fame period; ufes the word Chriftian;
when he informs usy that Nero was defirous
of making that fufpicion generally circulated
concerning his having fet fire to Rome, alight
upon the chriftians; but he fpeaks of them
as only a fociety of fetaries iffuing from Ju-
dza; “ repreflaque in prefens’ exitiabilis fu-
perftitio rurfus erumpebat, non modo: per
Judzam originem ejus mali, &c.” The
chriftians themfelves did not immediately af-
fume this refpectable name ,(x) fome ftiled
- themfelves 7qﬂeam, from Fefe, the father of
David 3

f#) Judzos impulfore Chrefto affidud tumultuantes
" Roma expulit. Dion mentions one Acilius Glabrio,
v whp, under the reign of Domitian, was accufed of
atheilm, becaufe he became a Jew; Bingham fays that
we muft, here, underftand Chriftian. . . . See Antiquis
ties of the church, b. 1. ch. 2.

(x) A(.cordmg to the afts of the apoftles, the faxth-
ful, that is, the new converts, took the name of
Chriftians at Antioch, from the time of the apoitles:
~ but it appears that this appellation did not grow coms
aon until along while afterwards,
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* David; or rather from Jefus, their Mafter.

Others were called Therapenie ; others, the
Sfasthful believers, the eleét,(y) contemplators,
&c. Some amongft them bore the appelfation
of" Pifciculi, little fifbes, either becaufe they
were engendered, or regenerated by the waters
of baptifm; or on account of the initial
letters of thefe words;. Ineis x,m’]o; @¢z vios
Ew’]ng, Fefus Cbrzj;‘u:, Dei filius, Ser-vafor,
which form the Greek word' IX@Ts, a fih.

" Others even confented to pafs for a fc& of
philofophers, as may be colleited from thefe
words of Melito, in his treatife de Pafcha:
“hzc enim philofophiz fecta quim profitemur _
a.pud barbaros viguit. ”( z) Befides, as they
had no temples, and as they celebrated no‘»
public worfhlp, it became natural to confider
them, rather as fimple fearies, than as the
'apoﬁlcs of a néw religion. Mr. Crevier ob-
{erves with _]UﬁlCC, that before the perfecution

Vor. L. T : of

{y) Moo smrmres, awerones.  See Bingham’s anti.
quiti¢s of the charch.

(%) This fe@ of philofophem, to which we allude, ~
an to acqui‘fe fome reputation amongft the Bar-
barians. See Eufeb. hift. eccles. L 4.

-
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of Maxi‘min, that is to fay,(¢) two hundred
and forty years after Jefus Chrift, hiftory dotlt
not, any where, affert ¢hat the chriftians had
churches.(d) Arnobius, afi author of the
third age, pofitively faith; * we eret no altars,
we offer no incenfe:"”(¢) and, alfo obferves,
% that they believe not in the gods, who be-
- lieve that their refidence is in the temples,
and that they fhould offer up incenfe to them,
and honour their images.® Let me add, that
if an emperor, fo well inftruted; fo well em-
ployed in the performance of his duty, as
Trajan was, had no particular knowledge of
the chrifttan opinions; and if the hiftorians
have fcarcely made any mention of them, till
. the reign of Conftantine, it is reafonable to
¢onclude, that they were either very little ex-
panded, at their firft openihg, or that they
were not feen in that important light, wheres
in their merit thould have placed them,
L&
(a) Mouficur Crevier hath committed a finall error
in chronology. It was only in the 238th year of Chrift;
that Maximin, after an ufurpation of almoft three yea.m
was aflaffinated, K. .
(4) Hift: des Emp. tom. 5: p. 111.
(¢) Non altwria fabricemus, non czforum fngumcm

znimantium demus, non thura, &s. 1 6. adverfus
gentes.
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If, on the other hand, we examine with
uttention the works of the fathers of the
z;hufch, or of thofe authors, whom the hath
confecrated, fuch as Origen, Eufebius, Ar-
“nobius, Tertullian, Minucius Felix, &c. we
fhall perceive that the feparation of the
Chriftians and the Jews was not fo quickly
brought about, as fome perfons have ima-
gined. It appears, indeed, from the afs of
2be apofies, that the preaching of Saint Paul,
snd the converfion of the Gentiles, gave birth

to a fyflem of chriftianity, more pure, and.

more difengaged from judaical obfervances
and yet Saint Peter remained, for a long
while, attached to thefe laft; and the church
~ of Jerufalem adhered fo obftinatcly to them,
that Eufebius pofitively afferts, that there was,
in this city, a fucceffion of fifteen cir€umcifed
bifhops.(d) The church, or the congrega«
tion(¢) of Jerufalem had not, therefore, res
nounced the law of Mofes, although the
preaching of Jefus Chrift was admitted.
There is even every appearance, that the
T2 : Jews,

© (d) See Hift. Eccl. L 4. c. 5.
“(e) The church, in Grcck,.Ekmeu, fignifies an
affembly, a congregation,
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Jews, having been, for a long time, fertled
at Rome, maintained a great influence over
the newly-rifing' ftate of chriftianity: lis
may be feen from the letter afcribed to Saint
Clement, the Pope, and fuppofed to have been
written before the conqueft of Jerufalem.
This letter doth not, in any manner, treat
of the tenets introduced by Jefus Chrift, ex-
cept that tenet, relative to the refurreétion,
which was known to the Jews before ; and
this too is fupported by the example of the
Phenix; a fubye much mote properly be
fonging to fable than to the gofpel. The
~‘pr'mcip~a{ pdim, into which Saint Clement
enters, is the. ecclefiaftical difcipline which
had been difturbéd at Corinth, by a fedition
'ambng{’c the faithful. He, very forcibly, and
‘with great latitude, inculciates an hierarchical '
fubordination ; but he draws all his arguments
from that” fubordination eftablithed at Je-
rufalem. He faith: “the high prieft, the
facrificing priefts, and the Levites have all
their feveral funcions. The Laity are ob-
liged to follow the neceffary precepts, &c.”
A perpetual facrifice is not offered in all

| > . placesy
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places ; nor is the facrifice of prayei',. and for
fin offered, except at Jerufalem.(f) -

* Thefe paffages clearly prove the union of
 the primitive Chriftians, with the metropolis
of judai{m, and the temple of Jerufalem. In
more than an 'age afterwards, Saint Juftin
declares, that a man may be faved, if he ob-
_ferve the fabbath ; but he adds that, the def-
truction of the temple of Jerufalem hath
rendered facrifices 1mpofﬁble (g) Origen, in
his defence againft Celfus, violently repels
the reproach of defertion, with which thcy
were loaden, who forfook the law of Mofes;(5) ~
he anfwers, that they, who embraced the
faith of Jefus Chrift, never quitted the an<
cient law; that they called themfelves only
Ebionites, that is, beggars, receivers of
alms;(7) that Saint Peter was always attached
T3 tq -

(f) See Hift. Eccl. de M. Fleury, tom, 1. 4ta.
P‘ 248: .

(g) See his dialogue with Tripho.

{#) Seel. 2. adverfus Celfum. ‘

() The fpirit of charity and alms-giving which ma- .
gifefted itfelf, from the firft appearance of chriftianity,
. dhath contributed, not a little, to facilitate its progrefs.
Pnder a defpotic government,- like the government
Quer which the emperors prefided, there muft neceflarily
' have
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to the ancient lzw that he even refufed o
confer with the Gentiles, left he might have -
alarmed the jews; and that Saint Paul faith
bimfelf, that he b:came a Jew for thead-
, vantage

have been many indigent perfons and bcggars; under a
government, flilk preferving the traces of ariftocracy,
foreigners, and newly-introduced individuals, could
pot avoid the being invalved in many humiliating cir«

* cumftances. The firft found a refource in the enjoys

ment of 3 fhare from the offerings. The laft received
. fome confolation from thof¢ ideas of equality and bro~
therhood which reigned amongft the Chriftians.

, Itfeems as if the heathens were hat little affe®ted
with this chriftian charity, which, jndifpriminately,}
received with open arms, all conditions, all ages, and
particularly the two fexes, Qn the contrary, they
took, from hence, an advantage, to reproach the

“Chriftians with . having difperfed theix dogmas, only,

cither amongft children apd filly women, mwliercubas,
or amongft the loweft artifans, {uch as coblers, dyers,
-&c. Iy may be feen, with what confidence, Origen
(L 3.) sefutes this objedtion, by thewing that, although
thefe «femblies might have appeared contemptible,
" from the manner in which they were compofed, yet
their obje& was facred and fublime; and that, after
all, it was po great misfortune, if thofe children, whom

- they faw ruuning to them, did efcape from their fri-

volous tutors, who were enly capuble of teaching them,
fables, &¢. Such as with to fee a fuller account of the
ituation ¢ the primitive Chriftians, muft confult the
lcamd dificrtation, by Mr. Lami, d¢ eruditione Apofia

lorum,

-
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vaimgc' of the Jews.(k) In fhort, it feems,
as if this wife man thought that the law fhould
fubfift, untl the eyes of mankind might be
_ fufficiently opened, to difcern the myftica]
meaning of the fcripture, and to underftand
all thofe figures concealed under vulgar £x-
preflions,’ It is in this fenfe, that he citesa -
paffage from the gofpel, in which Jefus
Chrift faith to his difciples: ¢ adhuc multa
habco. 'vobis dicere, {ed non poteftis portare
modo. Cum autem venerit {piritus veritatis,
docebit vos omnem veritatem,” ¢ [ have as
yet many things to fay unto you, but ye can-
not bear them now ; howbeit, when He, the -
{piritof truth is come, He will guide you inta,
all truth.,” (St. John, c. 16. v. 12. 13.) Ori_

' T4 ' gen

brum, in which be proves, that the apoftles and difciples
were not only fimple and unpolifhed meq, but thateven
fome criminals were found amongft them. He, alfo,
difcovers beyond 3 contradiction, that the gofpels are
filled with errors in language, &c. Some learned men
have obferved that if the Vulgate Bible was written in
fuch bad Latin, it was, chiefly, becaufe the tranflation
was intended for thofe who did not underftand a more
-glegant Latin.

* (#) «“Unto the Jews, I became as a Jew, that [
might gain the Jews.” 1 Cor.c. g.v.20. Two paf-
fages in the A&s confirm this circumftance, C. 16. Ve
g C anviz & K. .

N



312 AN ESSAY ON

gén doth not fcruple to affert, that all the .
chriftian dotrine is not comprifed in the Gof
pel, Jefas Chrift having found his difciples
too ignorant o receive the explanation of
the figurative and myﬁlca} fenfe of the
feripture. (/) .
Neverthelefs, the period was already ar-
nvcd at which the chnﬁ:xans were to feparate
them-

(?) It were to be withed, that a paffion for the in-
terpretation of figures and prophecies had not carrie¢
the moft celgbrated authors too far. I ould indeed

" furnith a multitude-of examples of the abufes which
have refilted from this paffion, but I fhall content my-
felf with producing only fom¢ few inftances, and, folely
with the iptention of proving how negeflary it is that 3 .
writer fhould have recourfe to his reafon, even in the
very moment, when he has the firongeft grounds for
fuppofing himfelf infpired. St. Juftin introduces in his
ﬁrﬁ'apoldgy‘ this pafl.ge from Genefis, *non deficiet
prmceps ex Judg, nec dux a femore eJus, donec veniat,
qui repofitus eft,” ‘or rather, ““qui ftatutus eft,” or
any expreflion, (for Le Clerc, in his « i)iblidthcquq.
¢hoific,” hath proved that this paflage was fufpected to
have been interpolated,) ¢ et ipfe erit expeatio gen.
tium, llgans ad vitem Pullum fuum, et lavansin fan-
guine uve ftolam fuam.” < A prince of the race of*
Judah fhall not be wanting, nor a chief, ifuing from
his thlgh (*or from his thighs) until he thall come, wha

" is aPpomted to come; and he fhall be the expeQation

of nanons* bmding his foal unto the vme, and waihmg

hiy
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themfelves, éniiiely, from the Jews. After
- the deftruction of the temple of Jerufalem,
there no longer remained a pomt of re-union
for thofe who continued attached to the an-
cient law. The centre of the Judaical Ca-
thelicity (if I may be allowed the expreflior)

: ~could

his robe in the blood of the grape.”® Now, according
to St. Juftin, thefe words, ¢ binding his -foal unto the
vine,” mean Jefus Chrift, who, before he made his
entry into Jerufalem, unloofed an afs, which was tied
to the foot of the vine; ¢lavans in fanguine uvz,” the
. blood of the grape ﬁgniﬁes the blood of Jefus Chriif.
who, not being made up of human blood, is better cha-
ralterifed by the blood of the grape ; ¢¢et ftolam ejus”
his tunic, his robe, allude to tBe faithful, who come
pofe, as it were, the cloathing of Jefus Chrift. Saint
Juftin doth not flop even at this fingular commentary.
He faith, that the demons, in erder to decelve man-
kind, have imitated all thefe figures in a fable of theis
own

* In our Englifb tranflation of the Bible, (Gen, c. 49. V.
10. 11.) the paffage runs thus: the feeptre fball not depart
from Fudab, nor a lawgiver from betaveen bis feet, until
‘Shifoh come, and unto bim fball the gathering of the peoplé be.
Binding bis foql unto the wine, and bis affes coit unto the choicg
wine, he wafbed bis garments in wine, ayd bis clotbes in thg
blood of grapes.™ If the reader be defirous of perqﬁng awvery
learned explanation, be need only be informed, that the ce-
debrated bifbop of Gloucgkr bath awritten tbe Diwine Legation.
The third and fourth feltions of the fwb book, and the firfh
parts of the fourth wolume, abound awith firokes of erudition,
eculiar to this right reverend aythor. It may, alfo, be proq
bev. 1o refer to the <€ letters on the Septuagint” b by My
er man. K.
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could no more. recaver itfelf: it was becomq
impoffible to facrifice at Jerufalem : the means,
therefore, of obferving the ancient law, were
all exterminated. " It is this argument, which
St. Juftin employs againfl Tripho ; and it is
this argument, of which Tertullian hath alfo
availed

own production. Thus, they have mentioned Bacchus,
as alluded to, in the paflage, *ligans ad vitem pullum
fuwm, et lavans in fanguine uve,” “‘bindiog unto the
vine, &c.” ¢In fad, (he 3dds) as they knew nog
whether pullum fignified a feal, or the colt of an af,
they have introduced an afs into the myfteries of Bac-
chus; (probably the afs of Silenius:, and not to be de-
tefted in an ervor, in cafe that pyllum fignified a foal,
they have alfo introdaced the horfe Pegafus. With the
fame view, they have compofed the biftory of Hercules,
to correfpond with that paflage relative to David,
¢¢ fortis ut Gigas.” Itis trye (he proceceds) that they
haye not mentioned the crofs ; but to fupply this defe
in prophecies and fables, God hath chofen that this
ﬁgn of redemption fhould be reprefented eyery where;
asin thips, the mafts apd yards of which form the fhaps
of a crofs ; amongft the 1mplemcnta of agriculture,
fuch. as the rake; and even in the fhape of the human
frame, which is deftined to be upright like a pillar,

whilft the nofe, with the reft of the body, reprefentsa_

kind of crofs.” The fame author, conftantly employ-
ed in difcovering the fymbol of the crofs, obferves, in
#nother place, that the Pafchal lamh: fhould be eaten

yoatied, becaufe a lamb on the gridiron, or the fpit,

refembles the figure of a crucified man.
La®antiug

o
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availed himfelf, after him. Chriftianity mu&
then have drawn a double advantage from
.this event; for whilft it gave a mortal wound
to the chs, by deftroying their political and
. religious

N

jLa&antius, that elegant and learned writer, fallsinta
the fame abfurdity, when he faith, that carnal circum-
cifion is no more than the figure of the fpiritual cir
sumcifion, which difcovers the heart; for, accordiag
to his opinion, thero exifts 2 certdin exterior likenefs
between the part which circumcifion lays open, and
the figure of a heart. ¢ Quoniam pars illa que cir
cumciditur, habet quandam fimilitudinem cordis,”
(Inft. 1, 4.)

Of all the ecclefiaftical authors, Origen is the moft
attached to the figurative fenfe. He feems to have in-
volved this fyftem, even in cabaliftical ideas; for, in
refuting Celfus, who maintains that it is not ridiculous
to invoke the divinity by every kind of name, fuch as
ddonaj, 7:¢iter, Febovab, &c. he aflerts; that all the
names of the Patriarchs are myftical, ar. cabaliftical 3
and that an invocation of demons could never fucceed,
if, inflead of making ufe of the names of Ahraham.
Ifaac, and Jacob, they were to go through with it, i
the name of Father of meny Wreftler, Chofen Being, &c.

‘Even Saint Cyptian is not free from this reproach,
when, infifting upon the ncceflity of copfecrating, the
wine, he faith, that Melchifedeck had confecrated
wine, and that Jefus Chrift, who is a facrificer of an
erder, fuperior ‘to Melchifedeck, canpot, properly,
¢onfecrate with water: that as wine diffipates uneafi-
qpefs, fothe blood of our Lord drives away the old man
that water xeprcfcnts the Peoiﬂc; and the mixture of

‘ the
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religious i'mpirc, it ‘prepared, at the fame

time, new arms, wherewith to encounter Po-

lytheifm, by fending out,- irite all the pro-

vinces of thc’dnpire, a great number of
o , men,

the two liquars; the union of Jefus Chrift, with the.

church. (See hift. eccl. de Fleury, tom. 2. p. 1go.}

Rut, Saint Barnabas, or the compofer of the letters
which pafs under his name, hath, if poflible, gone be-
yond all thefe' abfurdities. - He ‘perceives within the
sumber of. three hundred and eighteen perfons, whom
Abraham caufed to be circumcifed, the name of Jefus,
exprefled in a cypher, and his crofs repref:nted by the.
Jeteer- Tau, which enters into the cypher. In the three
, conftitutions of Mofes, or rather in his prohibitions
- againft the edting of unclean animals, he difcovers a
concealed precept, which he explains-thus: ¢ non le-
porem manduncabis® ¢ thou fhalt not eat of the harc,”*-

fignifies, thoy fhalt not defile boys ; becaufe the hare,
gk probably, the rabbit, every year makes a new hole. -

¢ Belluam non manducabis,” ¢ thou.fhalt not eat of
any wild beaft” fignifies, thou fhalt not be an zdulterer,
lafcivious, becaufe the wild beafts. (he undoubtedly.

meant the hyzna) partake of the two fexes, and alter-

nately enjoy each. ¢ Maftellam non manducabis,”
“¢ thou fhalt not eat of the weafel,” fignifies, thou fhals
not proftitute thy mouth to the moft infamous of pel-

lutions, (the text'is much plainer) ¢ for the muftella, or

weafel, brings forth at the mouth.” Here phyfic and
natural hiftory are as much at .a- fault-as logic. It is
neeclefs to extend this note any farther, as.it, already,
{fufficiently marks out the fpirit, in which the authors of:
the firft ages of the church have drawn up their writinas‘
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men, whofe religion was founded on Deifm,
and whofe opinions approached much nearer
to the doérine of the Chriftians, than to the
fables of Paganifm, ~ *

Many authors, aftonifhed at the filence of
all the hiftorians, with regard to the Jewith
nation, have concluded themfelves juftified-
in fuppofing them to have been a poor, def-
pifed, and ‘wandering multitude; but chey
muft acknowledge, that if their origin was
obfcure, yet ample amends were made for this
~ difadvantage, by their fubfequent condition.
- 1f we may credit Jofephus, the population of

Jud=a, confidering the fmall extent of this
province, was very great ; but feveral writers,
lefs fufpected of partiality, than Jofephus,
affert that, under the firft emperors, the Jews
~had fpread themfelves through Paleftine,
Syria, Cilicia, a great part of the Archipelago,
and almoft all Afia Minor. They had form-
ed eftablithments in moft of the great cities,
but particularly at Cefarea, at Alexandria,
~and even at Rome. But, after the bloody
wars of Titus, and of Vefpafian, a ftill greater
aumber came pouring in, amongft the pro-
vinces of the empire. The majority of thefe
Jews, whether difperfed, and fugitiVeé, or
' whether
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* whether fettled, during & long period, in the
commercial cities, fo far from having been
concerned in the death of Jefus Chrift, were.
even ignorant of his name. And as till then,
they had been attached to their religion, fole-
1y by thofe relations, which they preferved
with their Jerufalem, and by the cuftom of
cither, fometimes going, or fending proxies
to offer facrifices in the temple, it became
. eafy for them to accomodate themfelves to
“the new law, which proved the inutility of
thefe facrifices, and which feemed fo fully
juftified by the event. But, whether they
confented to embrace the chriftian faith, or
whether they perfifted in the obfervation of
their ceremontes, and their dogmas, - theit
contempt for the Gods of the heathens, and
their averfion, from the mode in which thefe
Gods were worthipped, fupplied the two re-
ligions with fufficient matter for reciprocal
and fatirical abufe. Hence, it hath happen-
ed, that the profane writers frequently con»
founded the Jews, and the Chriftians tos
gether, in thofe charges of atheifm, which
they have, on feveral occafions, levelled
againft them ; but thefe odious imputagions,
defigned, at all times, to irritate the people,
' ' ~ and
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and fpur on the magiftrates, - brought over
feveral new converts to chriftianity.(m)

Many philofophers, who beheld with in-
dignation, thofe fables with which the com-
mon people were amufed, and were weary of
the vain difputes of the fchools, felta grow-

_ing partiality towards a religion, the bafis of
which was the eftablifhed notion of the exift-
ence of ONE ALMIGHTY anp ONLY
GOD. They foon endeavoured to'unite them-
Klves with the Chriftians 3 and they were not

: lefs

{m) Much may be faid, conceérning the manner in
which the Chriftian religion was affeted, by the de-
‘frution of the temple of Jerufalem. A modern writer
hath very ingenioufly obferved, that the clergy drew
from this circumftance, an advantageous opportunity
of increafing their own confequence. For the bifhops,
or infpeQtors, Epifcopoi, the-elders, or honourable: per-
{ons, Prefbuterci, and the overfeers, or attending priefts,
Diaconoi, who were but the minifters of a fociety, cone
fidering equality as their firft principle, did not he-
fitate to liken themfelves to the Jewifh hierarchy; the
firt comparing themfelves to the great Pontiffs, the
fecond to the priefts, Sacerdotes, and the laft to the Lea
vites. *Cum poft urbem Hierofolymam denud ever-
fam, fpes omnis Judzis adempta effet rempublicam
fuam inftaurandi, Epifcopi fimiles tum videri volebant
Pontificis maximi Judzorum, Prefbites eodem quo fa-
cerdotes loco verfari dicebantur, Diaconi.cum Levitis
‘tomparabantur. (Mothemii inftit. Hift. Eccl, fe&. 2.’
p. 1)
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lefs ftricken with the fimplicity of their do¢-
trine, than.with the. mildnefs of their mord
fyftem. No fuperftition, no facrifices, no
exterior worfhip were found amongft them;
the faithful were, then, fatisfied, if they af-
fembled, from time to time, in fome great
hall, and moft frequently, at the houfes of
their particular friends: there, the Elder
(Prefbus) inftructed them in the moft familiar
manner ; this cuftom was either preceded, or
followed by fome le€ture, taken out of the
Gofpel, or the Bible; and the whole was
concluded with a fimple repaft, made up of
fuch offerings, as the faithful, each accord-
ing to his abilities, had brought, whilft the
poor and the rich fat down, promifcucutly,
~ to the fame meal. The bread, and the wine

‘were always blefled by the Elder, and this
entertainment -was either followed, or accom:
panied by fome canticles, in praife of God.(n)
" Equality

.

() The form of the Chriftian afiemblies, afterwards,
underwent fome alteration. The perfecutions to which
~ the faithful were expofed, frequently obliged them to
affemble before the break of day, ‘in order to avoid the
being difcovered. They were, then, contented with
making their oblations, and blefing the bread and
wine. The repalt was either neglected, or put off till

nigbt,

[
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Equality amongft mankind, charity, "benefi-
eence, and the diftributing of alms, were,
at once, tecommefided, and pradtifed, in
thefe pious affemblies: where could humanity,
~ where could true philefophy have feen a more
refpe&table objet? - - - ‘ :

But chriftianity began to brcak loofe from
her once exclufive connexion, with- ﬁmplc
and - obfcure individuals. The fpirit of dif
cuﬂion, fo oppofite to the fpirit of chanty,

“Vou..I. -~ ..U - . had

night,” and a conveniént place of meeting was fixed on,
againft that time. 'Two reafons rendered this arrange-
ment neceffaty ;- firft, becaufe to have eaten early on
the mbrning muft have been an extraordinary circums
fiance; and efpecially, when this was done in coma
memoration of the laft fuppet of Jefus Chrift ;' feconds
1y, becaufe the Chriftians wete' fearful, left ‘it ‘fhould
be perceived, that they had drunk wine before the hout
of dinner, the which circumftance, not being ufual,
thight have dete@ted them: When they afterwards bes:
gdn to emjoy more tranquility, they contmued to afs’
fembieon the morning, and to diftribute the bread dnd
wine, as foon as their oblations and prayers' were tons
cluded.- The divine: fervice was then divided into two’.
parts : the Catuchumenes, the Strangers, ‘Autlientes,’ the:
Penitents, Lugentes, or Hyemantes, were admitted during’
the leCtures, and fome of the prayers, which were, for

the moft part, in the form of our litanies: they were,
‘then, fentaway; and this was called « Miffa Cathecu-’
. . menorum,”
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‘had fqﬁpd means to intradike itfelf amongﬁ

the faithful, who, either compelled by pew
fecutions; to examipe more narrowly inte
theit dogmas, or gncouraged; and: tempred
by their firft fugcefs, to erigage in controverfy,
were foon obferved to make their appearance

% public, and to, grow familiar: with the

fchools. . Rlatosifn. was; -at_shat time, the
moft fathionable doctribe, amorgft. the phi-
lofophigal dogmiatifts. Iy was, indeed, bes
goming corrupt; and fo mingled with. ideas

‘penorum,” the difmiffion of the Catachumens.” Then,
began the prayexs,» which were followed by a. long
than(gwmg, or the Eucharift, wyapsia sz 7o 850w, and,
the communign;; after. which, the. faithful were difs
mifled ;, and this was cajled ¢ Miffa; figelinm.”

- We mafty however; confes, that. fome. abufes crept
into thefe affemblies of the firft, Chriftians, all facted.
and refpeftable ag they may appear to us. Thie bithops,
frequently, zeproachexd the,rich, with having brought to:
the repaft apd. to the, communion, nice meagg; which
they referyed, folely; for themfelves;. whilk the poot
traty; fometimes, happened, snd the. poor partodk 1o,
plentifully.of the, offerings, as to become intoxicated;
and that fo. vmk,ptjy, thas it was neceflary tocarry them.
away. ’

. Confult,. on the foregowg fubje@ of all this notes.
the apology of Saint Juftin, the letters. of Pliny, and:

i Bipgham's antiqui:ies of ‘the church, b. 15. &e.

\
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of the force of Theurgy, ot Magic, asto
have degenerated into a kind of fuperftitious
‘fyftem ; but yet the fitft principle of this
philofophy was, conftantly, the eftablithed
notion of ONE ETERNAL AND ONLY
GOD, who had atted upon matter, and given
d form to the chaos. Plato imagined that
God, who comprehended within Himfelf,
. an univerfal idea of all poffible things, could
not have manifefted himfelf, but by means
of a Thought, an Afive Reafon, which He
 called the Son of God, His Firft-Born, Hi§
Word, (aeye:.) It was by the Word, that
God had placed in the World a -vivifying
Spirit, an active foul. It was by the Word,
that Man had been created, and that a Soul
had fallen to his lot. It was by the Word, -
alfo, that the univerfe had been peopled withy
Genii, and Demons, (Aaiporas) who occu-
pied the fpace between God, inhabiting
* the upper regions, and man, dwelling onthe -
{urface of the earth. Thefe ideas, borrow-
ed, in a great meafure, from the Gymnofo-
phifts,(2) tallied much more eafily with-
Chriftianity, thdn with the Materialifm of

U2 Ariftotle,

(o) See Hyde, Holwell, &c.
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Ariftotle, and the atoms of Epicurus. ‘Hence,
“arofe that eagernefs, with which the majority
of the Fathers of the Church, fo haftily,
availed themfelves of thefe ideas: hence arofe
that refpe, and even that enthufiafm, with

which they mentioned the divine Plato;(p)

‘fome afferting that God had revealed to him
His Myiterics ; others declaring that he had
~ beenin Judza, and there received the know.

ledge of His doétrine: but, to the laft opi-
nion, even Saint Auguftin, in fpite of his
great veneration .for this philofopher, could
not, poffibly, fubfcribe; nay, this author
hath taken the pains to colle&t authorities,
from which he proves, ‘that Plato died long
before the tranflation of the Septuagint had
enabled the Greeks to underftand the books

of Mofes.(g)
- As

() See ™ de civitate Dei. 1. 8. c. 2.” .

(g) All'the works of the firft fathers of the church,
breathe the fpirit of Platonifm. Saint Juftin exprefsly
faith, that if he quitted the fchools, in which the doc-
trine of Plato was taught, it w;s not on aécount of its

being contrary to the do@rine of the Chriftians, but

becaufe it was not entirely the fame. . ¢¢ Non equidem
.«quod alienz funt a Chrifto Platonis do&trine, fed quod
non funt ex omni parte fimiles.” (Apolog. 1.) This
Jphilofophy, involved in fuch a fimilitude to chriftianity,

main- -
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" As enthufiafm and fubtlety continually
Yeap over all bounds, fome difadvantages, of
coxirfc, refulted from this union between
philofophy, and-religion. In faét, if* a fmall
rumber of fimple and upright fouls. were en-
trufted with the prefervation of the faith, yet
the world was full of Platonic Chrifiians, and

. - Ug Chriftian

maintained an influence even over opinions, refpefting
worthip, or, to fpeak more properly, over the notions
of the relation between the creature, and the Creator;
to this philofophy, Quietifm feems indebted for its ori-
gin, as Saint Auguftin exprefsly afferts, that, accoding:
“to the Platonic fyftem, the Philofopher oughtto be in
love with God; and that he who fhall have thus loved
'God, will be entitled t0 enjoy him. ¢¢Ipfum autem
verum, ac fummum hogum Plato dicit Deum, "unde
vult effe philofophum 3matorem Dei, ut quoniam, phi-
lofophia ad beatam viam tendit, fruens Deo.fit beatus
qui Deum amaverit.” (deciv. Dei. L 8 c. 8.)

Origen, whofe charaéter is that of having violated
every principle, hath perverted the Platonic philofophy,
more than any of the ecclefiaftical writers. ' I fhall only
produce one example, from amongft a thoufand; itis
taken from his Apology, (book '6.) where, quoting
thefe very obfcure words of Plato ; *¢ in rebus omnibus
qoas ad fcientiam adhibere necefle eft, tria funt, quar-
tum autem ipfamet fcientia : horum primum eft nomen,
glterum fermo, tertium idolum, quartum fcientia:”
three things are neceflary to facilitate the attdinment of
knowledge, which is but the fourth thing; firft the

‘ name,

7
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Chriftian Platonifis. A paffion for Metaphy-
fics foon became connected with a paffion for
Magic, and then, every :hing was involved
in controverfies, and in prodigies. Hencg
fprang thofe fchifms, and herefies, which,
even in the moft profperous times, threw the
church into divifions, and armed her children

agamﬁ

pame, kcondly, the difcourfe, or the word thu;dly.
the image, or the figure, and fourthly, knowledge, oz
fcience. Origen obferves, that the Chriftians adoPted
the fame pnncxPle, and that Saint ]olm, the Baptift, is
the name, the wvoice, ‘S vox clamantis in deferto;”

Jefus Chrift, the difcourfe, or the word ; that the fen.

fible form, (¢ forma quz in apima imprefla manet
poftquam in illa Chriftus fuum verbum, fua vulnera
impreflit”) anfwers to the image, or the figuge, and ip

fhort, that the fame is, alfo, fcience or knowledge. -

It is this Platonic delirium, which makes Origen con-
ftantly believe that the Angels, enjoyed within them-
felves, a portion of the Divinity. He faith, ¢ the
reafon why I do not adore them, is, becaufe I have
thought that, as men are frequently deceived, either
by their own ideas, or by the miftakes of others, fa

amongft the fouls, which have quitted the bodies, in

which they refided, amongft even the Angels, and the
Demons, fome may be found, who, feduged by cerain
probabilities, or led aftray by fome fophiftry, might

become capable of pretending to be Gods. Now, as ¥

js difficult for men to unravel all this myftery, the
plmneﬁ, and beft method is, to Qﬁ'er no adoratxon, {e
any bemgs of this order. -
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pgainft each other. The. fincerity of plain
~ dealing was foan funk amidft the implacable
wiolence which ‘infected the theological dif-
_putes. Perplexed in their endeavours to fup- -
port a fet' of frivelous and obfcure opinions,
they were obliged to have recourfe to artifice:
and as the fimplicity of the true Chriftian
doGtrine, difdained tq mingle with all thefe
cavillings, they counterfeited books, and
forged the oracles of the Sibyls,- Unfor-
tunately, thefe illufions were not enly ele-
-vated into. credit, by a falfe and extravagant
zeal; ‘but it too frequently happened, that
authors, reputable in every other refpe&,
fell into the fnare, and thus, brought into,
~ gueftion the truths, which they were anxious
to inculcate, It is a matter of concern, te,
obferve fuch a writer, as La&antius,(r) ‘con-
fidently, quoting paffages from the works of

Mercurius Trifmegiftus, and the books of _‘:

the Erythreean Sibyl; produions acknow-
ledged to-have been counterfeited, and in
which the forgery betrays itfelf, by the bad
policy of their authors, who were fo abfurd

as.to exprefs their meaning, more clearly, -

Us than, -

(r) See Inftit. 1. 4.
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than all the ancient Prophets have expreffed-
theirs, . ‘
" "The misfortune, entailed upoo the ma-
Jority of the Ecclefiaftical writers, of the
.three firft ages, of having fallen into fome
‘herefy, may be confidered as a punifhment,
infli¢ted upon them, becaufe they abandoned
the fimplicities of the Gofpel, for the fubtle-
‘ties of the fchools. Indeed, mot to mention
the opinion of the Millenarians, which was,
almoft generally received amongft them, it
is evident, that, ‘at one time, they maintain-
ed the Metempfycofis, or the tranf{inigratioa
of fouls," into the bodies of animals; (a doc-
trine embraced by Saint Juftin) ¢s) at anether
time, ‘they afferted, (witnefs Tertullian) thas
the foul, and even God were material;(7)
' and;

(s) * Qui antem videndi (Deum) facultate indigni
judicati funt, quidnam inquit (Triphon) patiuntur? in
aliquo ferarum corpore velut in carcere viaciuntur,
atqueid fupplicium eorum eft,” He faith,, alfo, that
fouls, being created, as the world was created, are, .
like the world, perifhable. ¢ Qua de causi, et mo-
riuntur, et puniuntur.” (Dialog.)

(#) ““Ncs autem apimam corposalem, et hig pro-
fitemur, et in fuo volumine probamus habentem pro-
prium genus fubftantiz, et foliditatis, per quam quid,
et fentire, et pati pofit.” And, in another place,
¢ quis negabit Deum effe corpus } &c.” '
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and, at another time, they denied, ‘with Ar-
nobius, the creation of man; and invalidated
the teftimonies from Gcncﬁs, relative to the
creation of the world.(¥) With refpect to
all this, it may be remarked, that fuch hath
conflantly been the fate of thofe writers, who .
were free, to follow the bent of their under-
ftandings; and that, if the fathers of the
" church, in thefe later ages, have not met
with the fame misfortune, they were, in a
‘ ' ’ great

() Seel. 2. adverfus gentes, where he obferves that,

perhaps, an infinity of ages hath paffed away, fince the
world was created; that it is impoflible to know the
defigns of God; and facrilege to believe, that he cre-
ated men, fince experience proves, that thcy are very
wicked, and much inclined to evil.* It is fingular
, that Arnobius, a well inftru&ted author, and who wrote
at the conclufion of the third age, fhould have been
ignorant of the doétrine of original fin.

* If I am not mifiaken, the learned autbor, in this place,
alludes to the following paflage im Arnobius: < fed procul bec
abeat fcelerate opinionis immanitas, ut Deus credatur om-«
nipotens, magnarum, et invifibilium rerum Sator, et Con-
ditor, Procreator, tam mobiles animas genuiffe gravitatis, ac
ponderis, conflantieque nullius: in <witia labiles, in pecca-
torum genera univerfa declives, &¢.” . « . . . . I have taken
the liberty to infert the Créek quotations in this laft note, ac-
cording to the original text, It is more than probable that the
paffages awere awritten in the manufcript copy of this elegant
performance, exallly as they are, bere, reflored, and that the
errors and omiffions bave ary'm, Jolely, from the negligence
gf ibe prigter, K. |

N
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great meafure, “indebted for an exemption
from it, to the advantage of having knowa
" the decifions of the CEcumenical church, and -
to the happy neceflity,  under which they -
were laid, of fubmitting their reafon to the
_ canonical decrees,(x)

- ' But,

"(x) Before the patronage of the emperors permitted
the bithops tq affemble, and form cecumentcal councils,
there was nothing, which could have ferved, as anef-
tablifhed rule, in the matter of do@sine. The church,
had, as yet, no vifible chief, whofe authority was ac-
knowledged, or confirmed ; for, fetting afide the pri-
vileges, which the bifhops of Kome might have claimed,
as the fucceflors of St. Peter, it is certaip, that they
were, in fa&t, indebted, for their credit, to their pofi-
.tion; that is, to the advantage which they enjoyed by
keeping their fee, at the capital. But, before the em-
perors had embraced the faith, and, particularly,
whilft they perfecuted it, this pre-eminence could not
have been very diftinguithed. We may, indeed, per-
geive that, at the beginning of the fourth age, and at
the time of the celebrated quarré} between Donatus,
bifhop of Cafe Nigrz, and C=c¢ilian, bithop of Carthageé,

. Melchiades, the bifhop, or pope of Rome, (the two
words were fynonimoué)'hav‘ing affembled 2a council at
Rome, the decrees of this council were not obferved 3
fo that Conftantine was obliged to appoint another
council, to meet at Arles, at which council, pope Syl-
vefter did not affift, either in perfon, or by proxy ; nog
did he even obtain any intelligence of its decrees, but
by common lc:tcr of advice, in which neither his affent,

0oy
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But, although thefe contradictions fome-
‘what expafed. the reputation of the Chriftian

fchools, it muft be allowed, that they ren-
dered them, from another quarter, very ef-
fential fervices; fince the new do&rine amply
regained, in z negative fenfe, the advantages
which it loi’t, ina pofitive fenfe. Saint Juftin,

‘ ; Tatian,
por his approbation were demanded. Eufebius, whe

enters into 3 long detail of the hiftory of the Nicene
councik, doth not appear to pay any attention to the
bifhop of Rome, and is fatisfied with mcrely obferving,
that €¢Tng qu)‘gvaan; WOASWG O (45Y wfosru; ynlspss da )mpa.; H
wpeoBirepa & aure magorris vmr edvs vadi swinpous. The bie

. fhop of the royal city abfented himfelf on account of

his great age; fome of the elders, however, were pre-

- fent, who fupplied his place.” (V. Eufeb. a Reading,
fol. v. 1. p. 580.) ¢ Sozomenes hath written nearly

. to the fame effedt; Idrws & oy da -yif;z; amehuTan To,

but Julius, on account of his great age, was abfegt." -
(Sozomeni hift. fx¢ 4. p. 34. c. 17. Reading, v. 2.)~

1f it fometimes happened that the metropolitap charches
were-referred to, that they might fettle particular points
of- do&rme, this was an advantage, which Rome only
enjoyed in common with the reft. Amidlt a multitadeg
of authormes, which clearly prove it, I fhall cite one,
from Tertullidn (de prefcriptione). This acthor, in=

" forming us in what manner herefies are to be diftine

guithed, from the orthodox doirine, faith, that ree
courfe muft be had to the traditions of the church g
¢ if in Achaia, confult Corinth; if in Macedonia,
sonfult Philippi, and Theflalonica ; if in Afia, conlulg
Ephefus; and if in Italy, confult Rome,”

¢
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- Tatian, Minutius Felix, Origen, and Lacx
tantius had examined, with the moft fcru-
- pulous attention, all the'dogmas of Paganifm;
they had dared to pluck afide the veil, which
~covered this falfe religion; and as it fre-
quently happens, that ideas, fecretly {pread-
ing themfelves through enlightened and ju-
dicious minds, wait but for the moment of
~ liberty, or the daring efforts of fome author;
" - before they blaze out, at every point, and
avenge the rights of injured reafon; fo each
intelligent individual, who exifted at that
_period, read with avidity thefe interefting
controverfies. It iseven probable, that whilft
fuch controverfies beftowed obligations, by
deftroying prejudices at once fo ridiculous,
and deeply rooted, they, at the fame time,
ftamped fome degree of favour on the opi-
nions, which were attempted to be eftablifhed
in their place. In cherifhing the Chriftians, -
men cherifhed the enemies of .the priefts 3
-nor were they infenfible of the kindnefs,
which they had received from them, by the
overthrow of fo ancient an impofture. How
unfortupate a circumflance muft it have
proved, if a fevere policy had, then,  de-
prived us of thofe learned produions, to,
' which,
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which, amidft many other ‘valuable acqui-
fitions, we ftand particularly indebted for the
prccioué illuftrations of antiquity, and the
enlightened memorials of the long empire of
fuperftition! happily, the profcription againft
_books, .did not:begin till towards the end of
the third ‘age; for, although the philofophi-
cal emperors, fuch as Trajan, Antoninus,
and Marcus Aurelus, too rigoroufly, called.
20 am account, a fe&®, whom they ought to
have. tolerated, yet they mever levelled their
~ perfecutions -againft the works, which the’
leaders of--this fe® had compofed. They
judged it more becoming, to treat with re-
fpect, thofe mute and peaceable depofitaries
of the fentiments of mankind ; and they rea.
garded them, as facred afylums, open. to
-every fyftem, whether founded in error, or
conceived in the fpirit of truth. The Chrifti-.
- ans exclaimed violently againft the new ty-
ranny, to which their books were. expofed :
they refifted the fearch of the inquifitors,
with the moft unfhaken refolution, com-
prifing within their anathemas all the 77a-
ditores, that is, thofe who were fo pufilla-
nimous as to facrifice their books or bibles

to the magiftrates,
. As
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;’ As to-the reft, Perfecution ferved ohly ty

' caft an additional luftre over the reputation
of the Chriftians. Under a defpotic govern-
mcnt;;cvcry at of feverity is, at onée, deems
ed unjut. :And who, indeed, could have
‘beheld without concern, the fate of thefe un-
happy wretches, daily dragged to the tris
bunal of fome freed-man, e creaturd
lifted into place, who, invefted with the title
either of Pretor, or of Proconful, concluded
that he. had a right to give laws to opinion,
and pafs his judgement on the confcience of
-another? Thus, all, except thofe fanatics
who had been infected by the fuggeftions of
the priefts, pitied and encouraged thie Chrifti-
ans, whofe writings, every where, recom-
‘mended that toleration which Jefus Chrift
bhad taught. them, and which, from the pe-
culiarity of ‘their lot, it was their intereft to
preach of. They were particularly careful
to. flee from the prefence of tyrannical ma~
giftrates; and they travelled into the re-
- moteft provinces of the empire, in order to
- reveal their dogmas to plain and untutored
minds. They defcribed a God of peace, a.

God, who confidered all mankind as his-
children ; and who admitted not of any dif-
' ' - ference -
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¥erence between them, whether they were
nobles, or plebeians, Romans; or Barba.
rians, free, or in flavery. Thus, was Chrifti-
. “apity extended throughout the provinces, but
principally in Spain and Gaul, where it was
{o generally propagated, that although Con-
ftantius, Chldrus, and Conftantine, his fuc-
ceffor, did not totally embrace ir, yet they
thought it good . policy to countenance it,
with their favour, and to avail themfelves of
i, in oppofition to the preponderating in=
fluegce of Dioclefian and Galetius.

As we have, now, carried our rcﬂeéhons}- ’
down to' that important zra, in which, Coh-
ftantine, haymg united in a fubmiffion to hig
faws, ‘the largeﬁ empire that ever exifted,
employed his‘whole power, to render Chrifti-
anity' the ruling - religion, we fhall, for a
. moment, fix ‘our_attention on the reign of
this prmce - Here, then,- we: conclude our
vetfiarks oni- Chriftianity, the progrcfs of
which -ceafes to be extraordinary, when di-
tetted: by whé: operations of the moft power-
fuiy and the molt abfolute of all the emperors,

CHAP.
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CHAP IV.
On C anﬁantin;..

THE fourth age of the church opened
under the moft unfortunate aufpices. An
empire divided amongft the chiefs of the
Barbarians, defolated by continual wars, and
ravaged /by a foreign army; a religion, at’
one moment, perfecuted by.the prince, and |
at another moment, tearing in pieces her own:
entrails ; now timid, now furious; then
weak, then fanatic ; either condemned to
filence, or loft in herefies, conformably to
the caprice of fovereigns, and the revolutions,
of the ftate; the deftruction of all public
‘morals ; licentioufnefs, or defpotifm ufurp-
ing the place of a regular form of govern-

' ment;
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ment; and avarice, and depredation feated
on the tribunals, compofe the objects which
fill up the picture, prefented to us, by the
Roman empire, or rather, by the whole
world. During this dreadful chaos, during
this total overthrow of power and opinion, .
mankind waited in expetation of a mafter;
one of thofe ferocious warriors, who, whilft
he remained too formidable to dread an
_ oppofition from the people, might prove
equally invincible againft the attacks of rival
nations, was all they afked for. Although
no longer defirous of liberty, yet-they were
anxious to enjoy peace; the vigour of their
minds was already bent; their intrepidity
was exhaufted; and whatfoever might have
been the will of a defpot, an univerfal prin-
ciple of adulation was prepared to adopt it.
Dioclefian alike wearied with battles and
with glory ; at once loathiag the occupations
of a general, and the employments of a fo-
vereign; but particularly difpleafed with the
Romans, whofe bafenefs, and ingratitude he
had experienced, defpifed the luftre, and ap-
prehended the dangers, which furrounded
the throne of the world, and this too, at a
time when he was, of all others; the ‘moft

Vor. L. X worthy
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worthy of filling it. Unfortunately, he fore: .
faw not, until it was wo latg, the part
which he was obliged to take ; but like 2
commander, who difmantles the conquered
place before it be abandoned, he rendered
the po{’. which he quitted, impoffible to be
maintained. The empire was divided into
four diocefes, or governments. An illufory
ballance of power had been eftablifhed,
among& the chiefs, who under the titles of
either Czfar, or Auguftus, prefided over the
feveral departments. - The colleagues, united
only by illegal marriages, or forced adop-
tions, unavoxdably, became mutual rivals;
and he who, firft, triumphed over his com-
petitor, was fure of invefting himfelf, thordy
afterwards, with the rank, and authority of
an univerfal monarch. It was under thefe
circumftances, that Conftantine, in the flower
of his age, and adorned with all the gifts of
nature, inherited a power, which Conftan-
tius, his father, had made a favourite and de-
firable objeét. To reign, was, in fa&, to
wage war. His firft exploits. were directed
againft the Franks. A cbnquero,r beyond the
Rhine, a peaceable fovercign a{hongﬁ the
Gauls, he, quickly, ﬁxed his views on Italy.
' There

~
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There, the fway of Maxentius was grown
deteftable. At once, cruel, and fuperftitious,
whilft he confulted the oracles; his hands
*were imbrued in human blood.  This period
was the empire of magic. - Every place was
- filled with the accounts of evocations, of fa-
crifices, and of predi@ions. Whether, as
Eufebius faith, Conftantine, intimidated by
the inchantments of Maxentius, fought after
other arms, wherewith to oppofe him; or
whether his acquaintance with the difpofition
of a people, irritated by perfecutions, and in-
clined towards chriltianity, infpired him with
tht idea of plaéing his fupport, upon a new
religion, it is certain that he was eagerin tef-
tifying his averfion from thofe falfe deities,
and his attachment to the mode of worthip,
peculiar to the Chriftians.

" Nothing can be- more obfcure, than the
hiftory of the Labdarum, or crofs, which ap-
peared to Conftantine, whilft he marched at
~the head ‘of his army. What hath been
written, either to confirm, or to confute this
circumftance, may be feen in a work pub-
lihed by Mr. Le Beau.(y) 1 prefume it to

X2 be

(y) Hift. du bas Emp. tom. 1.

-
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be exceedingly clear, that the period, 4nd
-the place, at which this event happened, are
equally uncertain. Not only Origen, but all
the profane hiftorians are filent, on the fub-
je&.(z) Even Eufebius doth not relate it,
as a fa&t generally known, but as an incident
mentioned to him by Counftantine ;(a) neither
was there any vifible trace of the prodigious
effe&t, which fuch a miracle ought to have
produced, fince the army of this prince, fill
* remained devoted to Paganifm, and fince he
| himfelf

(z) The author might have excepted the learned
weiters of the Univerfal Hiftory, whofe credulity, and
complaifance have implicitly adopted from Eufebius, an
‘account which that father only believed in part. K.

(4) Quod fi quidem ab alio quopiam diceretur, haud
" facile auditores fidem eflent habituri. (De wita Cos-
Jrantiniy Kb, 1. cap. 38. Itis certain, thatif Eufebius
imagined that he was relating a fa®, as fufficiently
known, and as generally confelfed as this ought to have
been, he would not either have written with fo much
precaution, or have begun with agreeing, that if any
other, except Conftantine, had mentioned this circum-
ftance, his audience would not have given him much
- credit. Thus the whole authenticity of this narrative,
is confined to the teftimony of two perfons; the one,
probably inftigated either by enthufiafm, or policy;
and the other engaged by fitvation, and intereft, to se-
ceive the ﬁoryf as a truth,
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himfelf did not declare that he was become a
Chriftian, until' fome time afterwards. Ir’is
not, therefore, without reafon, that this hif-
tory hath been often called in queftion, and
confidered as a pious fraud,'b) which is the
worft of -all falfities, becaufe by poifoning
even the very fource of truth, it expofes the
moft facred authorities, to all thofe doubts
which profane writers are fo ready to caft
upon them. But, whatever may have hap-
pened, it is a pofitive truth, that Conftantine
granted to the Chriftians, a ‘prote&tion fo
ftrikingly marked, that the firft ufe, which
he made of his victory over Maxentius, was
to engage Licinius to proclaim an at of to-
leration in their favour,

- Itisat this period, that we may fix the
bcgmmng of the ‘epoch, which we fhould
ftile the fine age of the church, if the dif-
putes, the cabals, the {chifms, and the cruel
and extravagant errors, with which he was
agitated, had not tarnifhed the luftre of thefe
profperous days. Here, bifhops accufed bi-
fhops of having ftolen the facred vefiels, whilft
a woman gave away the chief fee in Africa.

X3 There

(%) See Echard’s Roman hiftory.
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_There, Chriftians, fcarcely efcaped from on¢
‘ perfecution, carried on a fecond, ftill more
cruel than the firft, againft themfelves, by
turas reproaching one another, either with
defertion, or with treafon.(¢) And’ here, a
. fet of zealots, lefs ambitious indeed, bus
more fanatic, had fubftituted barbarity in the
place of outrage : it is impoffible to refled
without horror, on thofe heretics, called
Circamcelliones, a kind of Maniacs, who, mif-
raking the words, praife bz to God, for a fignal
to rally together, and not daring to tranf-
grefs the precept of the gofpel, which for-
- bade.them to draw the fword, knocked down
with clubs, all thofe who refufed to embrace
their tenets ; and were fometimes fo tranf-
ported with madnefs, as o precipitate them.
felves into the fea ; as if there had been con-
tagions, peculiar to the mind, as well as the
body ; and as if cruelty towards others, and
towards themfelves, had been as much a dif-
- eafe attending on the ignorant and fuperfli-
tious man, as the leprofy is a diforder, which
naturally vifits the poor and the uncleanly
" man. No church enjoyed tranquility, no
afylum

(¢} See Hil, eccl. de Fleury tom. 2.
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‘afylum remained, in which peace, and cha-
rity could have refided ; for, although the
controverfies which difturbed Afia, were not
attended with fuch cruel effe&s, as thofe cons
troverfies by which the Eaft, Europe, and
Africa were torn, yet they were much more
vain and frivolous, I am pleafed with that
‘ingenuous manner, in which Eufebius writes,
when he relates thofe quarrels, which arofe,
at the time, when the paffover was to be ce-
lebrated. ¢ Every one (faith he) differed in
opinion, from another ; no two perfons could
agree about the ceremonies of, religion, nor
was an individual found, who khew what re-
medy to apply ; for amidft fuch a multitude
of different counfels, there was not the leaft.
reafon advanced, why the fcale fhould be in-.
clined more to the one, than to the other
fide.”(d)

’ X 4. And

¢d) ¢ Itaque cum omnes ubique populi jam dudum
inter fe difiderent, et facri religionis noftrz ritus con-
turbarentur, mortalium quidem nemo erat qui huic
malo remedium poflet adhibere, cum utrinque inter fe
diffentientes velut zquata lancé controverfia penderet.”
I cannot refift the opportunity of introducing, on this
occafion, a paflage from Arnobius, which feems to be
- exceedingly
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And yet, thefe internal diforders did not.
prevent Chriftianity from acquiring frefh vi-
gour. In fpite of a reciprocal hatred, in fpite
of a diverfity of opinions, the favour of the
fovereign, and the extin@ion of Paganifm,
was, as it were, the rallying point, to which
every fe& equally tended. The ecclefiattical
authority hath never been refufed to thofe
princes, who countenanced the ecclefiaftics.
Cpnﬁan'tinc, fcarcely a Catechumen, and as
yet half a Barbarian, ftained in his reputatien,
by feveral parricides, and furrounded with
concubines, and an illegitimate 6ﬂ'spring~,
was foon confillered as an oracle, in all mat-
ters

exceedingly judicious. *¢ Where (faith he, b. 2.)is
the opinion, fo rational, and fo plaufible, that the
fpirit of controverfy cannot fhake it ? can any pofition
be fo abfurd, as to render fpecious arguments, inca-
pable of fupporting it ? when a perfon is once convin-
ced, either of the truth, ur of the falfity of any thing,

he,

© @ Quid eft enim quod bumana ingenia lnbefaltare fludto con-
tradifionis non audeant ? quamevis ilud quod infirmare moli-
unthr, fit purum, et liquidum, et weritatis obfignatione mus
situm P aut quid rutfus afferere werifimilibus argumentis nen
queunt, quamvis fit apertiffimé fal, ﬁm, quamvis evidens, ma-
nifeftumque mendacium? cum enim fibi perfuaferit quis effe
aliquid, aut non gﬁ"e, amat quod opinatur affercre, et acumine
abios anteive, maximé fi agatur res fummota, et abd;m, o
cakigine involute nature, druob. L a.
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ters relating to do&trine.. His mediation was
invoked, during each controverfy, and his
prefence was defired at every council. Nay,
to fuch a length were thefe things carried,
that he was requefted to deliver out fermons
and paftoral inftructions. The reward of fo
much adulation was the prefcription pro-
nounced foon afterwards againft the Godss

their temples, and their minifters. Chrifti-
~ anity opprefied, preached in favour of to-
leration ; but Chriftianity, when rendered the
ruling religion, became intolerant in her turn;
and the bifhops, at once forgetting the pre-

: cepts

‘

he, immediately, from a paffion for difputation, be-
comes attached to his own idea, and foon feeks, {folely,
to acquire a foperiority over his advefary, by dintiof
the powers of the imagination, and by fubtlety ; efpe-
cially when fome obfcure queftion, involved by its na-
ture, in darknefs, is the point in debate.” Such re-
marks frequently fall from the pen of this excellent au-
thor. Itwereto be withed that thofe, who, like him, °
have written in favour of religion, had been guided by
the fame fpirit of difcernment and toleration. Bold,
and earneft, whilt he refutes paganifm, and the an-
cient philofophy ; modeft, and cautious, whenfoeder
new dottrines are to be eftablithed, reducing ail to the
belicf of onE oxLY Gop, and to the praflice of the
nataral law, he hath proved himfelf as much a friend
ta inquifitive doubt, as an enemy to fuperftition.
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cepts of the gofpel, and their own true in-
terefts, in order to fubdue their enemies, fur-
nifhed the civil power with thofe arms, againft
the ufe of which, they had fo long inveighed.
They went ftill farther; and even thefe men,
who believed alfo in Jefus Chrift, who fol-
Jowed the fame difcipline, and obferved the
“fame ceremonies, but who differed concerning
fome abftrufe, and fpeculative opinion,” could
not make a proper ufe of that toleration, -
which had been granted to the heathens, but
fome years before. The fame emperor, who
in his firft edi®, in favour of the Chriftians,
had faid, in exprefs terms: “it is our will,
that fuch as follow the errors of the Gentiles,
fhould enjoy the fame tranquility, and the
fame repofe which the faithful enjoy ; and we
efteem- this reciprocal toleration, to be the
beft mean of propagating the truth. Let no
one, therefore, prefume to moleft his fellow
creature ; let every perfon live as he pleafeth;
and let thofe, who chufe to adhere to a falfe
_religion, not only enjoy their forms of wor-
thip, but their temples.” The fame Con-
ﬁ;ntixie, when fome time had elapfed, iffued
an edi¢t againft the heretics, in which he for-
bids them to have any oratories, and even

‘ acquaints

1
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acquaints them, that they muft not dareto .
affemble on any pretext whatfoever.(¢) He
fent foldiers into all the provinces of the ema
pire; to pull down the temples, to break
their idols in pieces, to imprifon their priefts,
and to difperfe their worthippers; and whilft
he thus eftablithed his tenets, by fire and the
fword, he was himfelf inceffantly changing;
perpetually paffing over from.one party, t0
the other party; and preaching, and inculs
cating contradi&ory'do&rincs, until, atlength,
forgetting, through the excefs of zeal, to be
baptized, he died an heretic.

Fo draw afide the mafk, beneath which
feeble humanity hath frequently remained
hidden, is conftantly a painful employment;
but howfoever odious it may be in fociety, in
all hiftorical refearches, it is at once noble
and ufeful. In faét, if 'the ordinary courfe
of juftice requires that a flow and impartial
examination fhould rife up, after a long feries
_ of years, to redrefs her errors, how much
more is hiftory, placed at firft between the
fycophant, and the carping fophifter, and
then delivered over to the blind compiler,

entitled

(e) See Eufeb. de vita Conft, L. 2. ¢. 46, and L. 3.
<. 66,: iy -
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entitled to enter her proteft, againft the fen-
tence of the paft ages? Conftantine, by
throwing down the idols, had often applaund-
ed himfelf, for having convinced the people,
that thefe fplendid images, far from proving
afylums to the divinities, contained only
defpicable afhes, or the tainted bones of dead
bodies; but little did he perceive that thus:
he infulted over his own deftiny. The tak
of daring to penetrate into his foul, was re-
ferved for this enlightened age. The idol
being overthrown, and its rich covering de-
ftroyed, what then remains? felf-intereft,
paffions, hypocrify, and the whole fkeleton of
humanity. Conftantine is, of all princes,
he who hath the moft influenced the ages
which fucceeded that age wherein he exifted.
The objeéts to which he confecrated his reign
" were the deftruttion of the worfhip of falfe
deities, in order to fubftitute in its place, the '
worthip of Jefus Chrift; and the tranfportaticn
of the capital of the world, from the ancient
theatre of her glory, to a barbarous and un-
cultivated thore. The laft ftep hath not met
with any apologifts; but the firft ftep, by
endearing his memory to the Chriftian world,
hath probably caft upon the author, too much

of
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of the merit of the work. As for us, equally
removed from the bitternefs of Zofimus, and
the enthufiafm of Eufebius, we fhall not bor-
row opinions from thefe authors, but only
fa&s. We fhall even reft fatisfied, with
having placed the reader, in a fituation, to
judge for himfelf; and to follow a {urer road,
in our obfervations, we fhall examine Con-
ftantine, under three different points of view;
as a man, as a prince, and as a Chriftian.
Were it neceffary for the religion of Chrift,
to borrow fome luftre from her followers, we
fhould not have confeffed, but with uneafinefs,
how much we are conftrained to acknowledge
an extreme difference, between the great and
{ublime minds of T7gjas, and the Antonini,
and the yet barbarous character of Conffantine:
but the faith inculcated by the minifters of
* the gofpel, hath nothing in common with the
perfonal.vices of this prince ; vices at once fo
ftriking, and fo odious, that we can neither
Juttify, nor diffemble them. Perhaps, indeed,
he ought, in fome meafure, to be pitied, for
having been hurried away by the manners of
his times, whilft he treated with fo much
cruelty, the people of Germany, whom he
. had conquered: but what .pardon can be
: granted .
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granted to thofe writers, who, notwithfland-
ing that they were commendable in every
athér refped, .inftead of lamenting overthefe .
horrid perpetrations, have ftriven to'palliate,
and, as it were, to filch away the atrocity -
that ftained them? I cannot, in this place,
avoid quoting a paffage from Mr. Crevier;
it may ferve as an inftance of the manner,
after which; hiftory is written in our times.
« Conftantine (faith.he) pafied the Rbhine,
and entered into the country of the Brauseri,
wham he gave up 1o the ﬁre,' and the fword.
Nothing was fpared. The villages were
burnt; the cattle were tak'gn, or flaughtered ;
the men and women were maffacred; and
they, who efcaped death, and whom he
" made prifoners, underwent a fate ftill more
~cruel.  As he judged them incapable of ever
perfortﬁing‘the Jeaft ufeful fervice to the
caufe, on account of their ungovernable
fiercenefs, and their perfidy, they were thrown
to the wild beafts, whofe. ferocity they
imitated.”(f) o
- What an artifice! what an effort to foften

~ fuch abominable crimes ! and all this, becaufe

"Con-

(/7 Eufebius relatesthis fo& with the fameindulgence.
See de vita Conft. L. 1. c, 25.
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Conftantine was the firft Chriftian emperor:
A partiality fo peculiar to hiftorians, fome-
times becomes amufing, when it is not cx-
erted on fubjes ‘which feem to rife againgt
it. Amidft fo much guilt, a fimple homicide,
though indeed exceedingly ufelefs, and uas
merited, may be confidered as a trifle; buti
cannat help taking under my proteion, an
unforxunatc eunuch, for whom Mr. Le Beax,
" and M. Crevier have fhewa no coinpafiion.
Conftantine had ftrong reafons to fufpe@ his
father-in-law Maximian ; but he had deter-
mined to.delay executing his revenge on him,
until he fhould have taken him in an attempt
to commit the fa&  Having, - therefore,
beén one day informed by his wife Faufia,
that Maximias was. to fulfil his intentions, on .
the following night, and ftab him in his bed,
he placed in it an eunuch, without doubt, a
contemptible creature, yet, atthe fame time,
very innocent ; and one who had nothing to
do there.. Maximian i$ deceived, and whilft
“he only kills the eunuch, fuppofes that he
flays a fon-in-law. Conflantine then fteps for-
ward, overwhelmed with joy at the difcovery,
and orders his father-in-law to be immediately
pwt 1o death, to the grcat farisfaltion of his
. wife,
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wife, and all the affiftants. Is it pofiible, that
no hiftorian fhould have been induced to re-
mark, that it would have been better not to
have taken away the life of a blamelefs in-
dividual ; and to have faved his father from
the commiffion of an additional crime, and
himfelf from the guilt of parricide ? but Iam
in the wrong to expect that a poor eunuch,
- thould be mentioned with any pity, whilt
the fame hiftorians have exprefled none for
Cezfar Valens, and Cefar Martinianus, whofe
only ctime was, the having been raifed to the
firft rank by Licinius; ‘and whilft, alfo, they
have fhewn as little commiferation, even for
Licinius, who, during a long time, coequal
with Confiantine, and, at length, fallen with-
in his power, though under the fan&ion of a
treaty, was fhortly afterwards condemned to
death, upon’ the moft frivolous pretexts,
The execution of an Auguftus, and of the
two Cefars ; the violation of the public faith;
and treaties, either forgotten, or broken, are
all as nothing, for an emperor, who protected
bithops, and compofed homilies.
What crimes could have been added to
thefe, unlefs they amounted to the having
" put to death a wife, and a fon? and under
: what
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what circumftances were fuch cruelties com-
-mitted? Conftantine returned in triumph from
the Nicean council; he was congratulating
himfelf on having given a dinner to more
than thre¢ hundred bithops, and kified the
wounds of .martyrs; when, on a fudden,
hurried away by mere fufpicions, and from
the fingle imputation of a crime, the hardeft
to: be believed,. he. put to death his fon
“Crifpus,(g) a youth of the moft promifing
hopes. Shortly afterwards, turning his fury
from the accufed, to the accufer, he ordered
that the emprefs Faufta fhould be fuffocated.
The ties of,friéndﬂxip were, in his eftimation,
no furer fafeguards than the ties of blood.
This ferocious, and irregular prince, all oc-
cupied as he was in accelerating the progrefs
of Chriftianity,  had invited to his court,
Zcpater, a Platonic philofopher, of the {chool
of Famblicus. ~He foon permitted him to
enjoy fo great a fharg of his confidence, and
intimacy, that the unfortunate fage, deluded

~Vor. L. Y away

(g) Itis remarkable, that Eufebius, fearful of throw-’
ing too dark a fhade over his beautiful picture of Con-
ftantine, hath not taken the leaft notice of the death,

. or rather murder of Crifpus, who was ccmpelled to
fwallow poifon. K.

.
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away from his ewn-country, could not efcape
the jealoufy of the Chriftians. Accufatioms
of forcery and magic had been whifpered
abroad, and a popular commeotion had already
rifen, whcni_r.hc fleet, which was to import the
corn’ from Zgypt, became detained by con
trary winds, - The people, conftantly furious,
and driven almoft to madmefs, whenfoever
faétious and interefted men alarm their minds
with apprehenfions of a famine,(b) did not
fail to diret their fury againft Zopater ; whilft
Conftantine, at once a' weak prinee, anda
perfidious. friend, delivered up to execution
_this innocent ‘philofopher. To a charaer
fo cruel, and inconftant, may be added an
unbridled paflion for oftentatious pomp, and
an immoderate thirft after every kiad of glory:
from fuch marks, itis but too eafy to dif-
cover, in the perfon of Conflantine, an odious
and contemptible individual; whofe vices, the
luftre of the purple, the laurels of vifory,
and the adulation of ages, have long ftriven
to conceal. Let us now examine whether
the prince hath a better title to our eftcem,
‘ In

(h) Tacitus, fbmcwherc faith, ¢ Plebs cui uwna ¢x
vepublica annonz cura.”

L[4
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" In this cafe, falts feem to fpeak for them~
felves. Comftantine, bornin the very midft of
~ dangers; expofed from his infancy, in the
characer of an hoftage, to all the hatred of
his enemies; and at length, efcaping from
their hands, at the hazard of his life, no -
fooner perceives himfelf placed at the head
of an army, than, being the abfolute maﬁcr ‘
of an extenfive part of the empire, he at-
tempts to conquer the other part, and to feat
himfelf on the throne of the world. What
fuccefs could have been more brilliant ? what
a fubjet for panegyric! but the philofopher,
* who is never dazzled by the mere fplendor of
a&ions, foon withdraws hls admiration, when
df‘re&ing his refearches up to the origin of
victories, he beholds only a feries of battles
gained. He is convinced, that from the mo-
ment, at which men began to repofe their
whole truft and intereft in their armies, it
muft neceffartly have happened, that the
event of battles, decided either in favour of
the one, or of the other; that the advantages
acquired by war, may be of high relative
value, but of very little pofitive value ;. and
thar fignal fucceffes do not always form great
generals, A player at chefs may take another

- " Y2 lefs
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lefs ftrong than himfelf, and yet be very weak.
"In India, for inftance, we know that entire
cempires have been overthrown, by armies,
who might have - been forced to flee, before
“fix battalions of Eurcpean troops. It is not
" becaufe he defeated the duke de Bournonville;
but becaufe he harraffed Condé, and Montecu-
culli, that Turenne is efteemed a great ge-
neral.(i)  So-alfo, in politics, the citizen,
who by dintof ‘firmnefs and intrepidity, at-
tains to the power of adding fome advantage
to public liberty, is more refpectable than the
prince, ‘who, at the head of fifty fatellites,
‘makes a people of flaves - exchange one
mafter for another matfter.
o B For

(i) The Chevalier Folard mentions thxs campaign,
fatal to Turenne, with that enthufiafm, to which the
merits of the French general, and his almoft-equally
illuftrious competitor had fo firong a claim. ¢ Celle ci
fit le chef d’ocuvre du Vicomte de Turenne, et du .
Comte de Montecuculli; il n’y en a point de fi belle
dans P’antiquité ; il n’y a que les experts dans le métier
qui puiflent en bien juger.” Montecuculli, who, after
the death of Turenne, gypittedthe profeflion of a foldier,
gave this remarkable reafon for his retirement. ¢ The
man who has had the honcur to engage with Turenine;
muft not vesiture his reputation againft thofe who are but
beginning to command armies,” K.’

1
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For. Conftantine to have vanquithed Licinius,
and to have triumphed over fome barbarous-
nations, is,- without ddubt; no inconfiderable-
circumftance ; and yet the little glory which
he receives from it, can only laft, whilft we
continue ignorant of the choice of his means,
and the fagacity of his views. - But this em-
peror, by placing his conduét in a more in-
terefting light,” hath given us a ftandard,
whereby we may judge of him. He aéted as
a legiflator; nor will the reader find it dif-
ficult to determine, whether our ‘feverity be
mifplaced, fhould he recolle¢t that 1t ‘is this
prince; to whom we owe that vicious mixture
of the civil power, and the ecclefiaftical power,
which hah fcattered fo much diforder, during
fifteen centuries, throughout the Chriftian
~ world. ‘

The firlt traces of the intervention of the
ecclefiaftical power, in civil matters, may be
found in a law, enated by Conftantine, and
- relative to the enfranchifement of flaves. In

‘the room of thofe formalities, with which
- thefe enfranchifements were accompanied, he
dire€ted that the atteftation of a bithop
thould, from that time forward, be deemed
fufficient ; as if the proceedings and deci-

Y3 - fions -
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fions were to be determined upon, like cafes

nd

of confcience, orats of penance.(k) Evc\ry N

one recolleés into how large a field this firft
encroachment began to fpread. Al the dif-
ferent ways and-means were immediately
fettled ; innumerable privileges were granted
to the clergy; fuch as, a permiffion to re-
ceive legacies; an exemption from all bur-
- denfome offices, namely, the colletion of
the taxes, municipal pofts, magiftracies,
guardianfhips, &c. fo exceflive were thefe
favours, that, intereft foon checking enthu-
- fiafm, it became neceflary to revoke them.

) In

(%) One might reafonably fufpe® Conflantine to
have been aftuated by fome fecret motives, when he
- made this regulation. A multitude of flaves, attrafted
by that fpirit of equality, which reigned amongft the
Chriftians, prefented themfelves daily, and by embracing
their religion, broke loofe from the power of their
refpe@tive maflers.. Thefe deferters were, notwithftand-

ing, to be given up, whenfoever they were demanded ;

.but however flight the pretext for their enfranchife-
" ment might ‘have been, the favour granted to the new
converts gave birth to decifions, fubverfive of the au~
thority of the mafters. Now, it is probable, that, to

extend this favour, ftill farther, endeavours were ufed ’

to deprive the civil power of the privilege of carrying
on any procefs of this kind, and to render the atteftati-
on of the bithop, which might always be depended upoun,
fufficientof itfelf, without any other forms.
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Infa&, almoft every oneof the citizens, tg
fecure his effects, turned ecclefiattic; and .
God was fo well ferved, that the ffate no
longer enjoyed cither fubjects,(/) or magi-
ftrates. Amongft all princes, the interefts
of their treafury or exchequer, have; as it
were, fixed bounds to their faith : but, how-
ever'unwilling Conflantine might have been
to give way to the clergy, in a point of fuch
importance, he was not afraid of facrificing
to them the moft ancient principles of the
Roman government, by revoking the lex
Papia Poppea. By this law, the unmarried
" citizens were cut off from all collateral fuc-
ceffions ; and the married citizens, who had
10 children, could only claim the half of
Y4 ~ fuch

(1) Under Conffantine, the number of the citizens
was much diminifhed, whilft the number of flaves, and
of fgreigners, was confiderably inc}eafed. It is, not,
therefore, extraordinary that the weight of taxes, and
and all public charges bere hard upon each individual.
The municipal employments were, in particular, fuch
heavy burdens, that, in the end, there remained neither
landed property, nor perfonal property.  All thofe who,
by their fituation, were obliged to £ill fome public office,
were called Curiales. Now, the rank of Curialis, and
any ecclefiaftical rank, were, by the principles of the
church, deemed incompatible. See Bingham’s anti-
quities of the church. b, 5. ¢. 3. '

R
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- fuch of thefe fucceffions, as might have fallen
. to them ; neither were they entitled to more
~ than the tenth part, of the effe@s of their
wives, in cafe of their deceafe. Conflantine, |
not contented with having extinguifhed thefe
refpeCtable remains of Roman policy, encou-
raged celibacy, by every poffible mean ; and,
in particular, granted to fuch, as embraced
this ftate, the privilege of difpofing of their
pofieflions, prevxous to the age required by
‘the laws,

‘But, whilft thefe exemptsons were multi-
plied, in favour of the clergy, a new kind of
exorbitant taxes, fpread the greateft confter-
natien amongft the people. Every fourth

_year, the officers belonging to the emperor,
came, armed with whips and fticks, to col-

lect a capitation, called chryfargyrum, becaufe

it was paid, either in gold, or in filver. This
tax was levied with the ‘moft unparalelled .
rigour. Even beggars and proftitutes were

forced to contribute their fhare ; but the poor,

‘hunted from place to place, and lafhed
about, like common beafts of burden, were

" not the only individeals, who groaned under
thefe extortions ; the rich apprehended them,
wzth an gqual degree of terror; fince accu-
fauor:&
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fations of every kind, domeftic treachery,

and public calumny, formed, as it were, the
tarif, in which they were accuftomed to per-
ceive them entered.

Zofimus, alfo, accufes Canﬁa,m,,e, of having’
waged war, againft the Pagan’ deities, only

that he might be furnifhed with a pretence,

for piilaging their temples ; but it would be
unjuft to rely upon'an author, who appears,
by feveral paffages in his writings, to have

been greatly prejudiced ; and ‘particularly, -

when he imputes the converfion of Conftan-
tine, to the remorfe with which the murder

* of his wife, and fon, affiicted him. Accord-

ing to this hiftorian, the emperor, having
fought, to no purpofe, amongft the heathen
. priefts, for proper expiations, became a con-
vert to the religion of the Chriftians, who
were reported to have pra&ifed a ceremony,
of wathing away all fins, in a myferious

water. But, however grofs the anachronifm |

.may be, of referring the converfion of Con-
* Jlantine, to an event, which happened fo long
afterwards, it is, notwithftanding, very evi-
dent, that the crimes with which he had
lately blackened his condu&, added to his
inflexible per.ecunon, againft opinicns gene-

rally
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rally received, and a mode of worfhip, of
fuch an ancient eftablifament, had rendered
him fo odious to his people, that he was
obliged” to quit Rome, and find out another
afylum, ‘where only the voice of flattery
could be heard: upon which, I fhall beg
leave to remark, that the ideas, relative to
an exterior form of adoration, muft have had
a terrible influence over niorality ; fince on
one fide, the Chriftians have commended,
even to the fkies, an emperor, who was
. guilty of the moft atrocious crimes; whilf,
on the other fide, the Romans, who applaud-
ed Ners, when he made his entry into
‘their capital, after having put his mother to
death, could not bear the fight of Conflantine,
by whofe arder, his own wife and fon were
executed. It is thus, that an attachment'to
. empty rites and ceremonies, perpetually pre-
vails over that law, which nature hath ea-
graven on every human heart, but unfor-
~ tunately, in charafers too fuperficial, and
. too eafy to be obliterated, .
We will not expatiate upon that abfurd
- error,  which Conffantine committed, ‘when he
changed the metropolis of the empire. It is
a circumftance too well known, and too fully
\ ac-
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acknowledged, by all authors, not excepting
thofe authors, who have the maft com-
merided this prince. We have already men-
tioned the reafons, which induced him to
take fo falfe a ftep; but we cannot avoid
adding, that no proje& ‘could poffibly have
been conceived, more in the fpirit of pride,
or executed more in the fpirit of injuftice.
Whilft this oftentatious emperor is fo im-
patient to enjoy his palaces,: that he doth nat
allow his architects, even time to conftrudt
them, in a manner fufficiently fubfantial;
. and whilft he perceives his already mouldering
walls, threatening to fall on thofe walls,
which are yet rifing ; he compels, by fevere.
edi&ts, all the inhabitants of Afia-Minor to
¢ére€t expenfive edifices in the new capital,
A tyrannical law enalts, that all perfons, not
having an houfe ag " Conflantinople, thould be
prohibited from tranfmitting any landed eftate
to their heirs: by fuch means doth he accele-
rate the building of this-celebrated city, the
horofcope of which is caft, by his orders ; and
the refult of this, is, a prophecy that it will
laft, during the fpace of fix hundred and
ninety-fix years,

. The
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"The reader will, probably, be fomewhat
furprized to find, that fo excellent a divine,
as Conflantine, thould have been induced to
confult the aftrologers ; but the character of
this prince appears, in no particular, fo in-
confiftent, as in that particular, which hath-
any the leaft relation to religion. = Equally
weak and vain, and. asready to preferve, as
to change his refolution, the imperfeétions
of his mind have accounted for the imper-
fe&ions of his heart. Whether "this prince
was an enthufiaft, or an hypocrite, is a quef-
tion, which hath been often agitated. One
party, ftricken with that frequently parti-
cular attention, which made him defcend
into all the minutie of ecclefiaftical matters ;
with that hatred which he had conceived
againft Paganifm ; and, above all, with the
devotion, which he difcovered, in the laft
moments of his life, have imagined that he
~was more convinced, than enlightened ; and
that if the grace of God did not efteem it
fitting, to fupport him againft herefy, and -
pérricide, at leaﬁ,- it revealed to him, the
principal tenets of the faith. The other
party, more attentive to his public condu&,
to the pretended miracles, with which. he ac-

‘ ' companied
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coinpanied his expeditions; and, .efpecially,
to the advanrages, which he drew from them,
feem inclined to believe, that he never had a
. very lively faith, and that his religion was,
conftantly, kept dependant on his ‘ambition.
As for me, I know not, if it arife from my
bearing a ftronger ‘antipathy againft hypo~
crify, than againft any other vice; but I am
always averfe from fuppofing, that it can be
carried on to a certain degree : to act the part
of an hypocrite, feems to me, a tafk, at once,
fo- painful,- and - fo difficult, that nothing but
the moft violent effort ‘of patience and arti-
fice, can fupport'a long and fuccefsful per-
formance of it. Let us always be fearful of
giving too much'to the mind, by taking too
much away from the heart. If we enjoy '
fome talents, wherewith we deceive others,
how many more talents do we not poficfs,
which feduce us to impofe upon ourfelves ?
“the willingnefs with which we are fo apt to
credit the fuppofed exertions of hypccrify,
may, perhaps, arife from the not having fof-
ficiently reflected on the nature of the human
heart.  All who have obferved the empire,
which our intercft’ maintains over our opi-
nicns, mult have met with ample reafon to

be
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be convinced, that its own fuccefies foon
prove the means of itsdeftruction. We lead
off, by difhoneftly affeting certain practices
and fentiments; and when this impofture
hath brought us- within the reach of . playing .
fome great part ; of commanding mankind, -
- and of receiving from them riches and con.
~ fequence, we begin to repofe in it more teuft ;

~ and it, at length, happens that, by little and

little, our’intereft attains to the power of
confolidating, in our mind, the bafis of our
authority. Itisan old remark, that game-
ftecs begin by being dupes, and end by being
kraves: in matters of opinion, the cafe is
reverfed ; and we begin by being knaves,
and end by being dupes,  How often doth
the magiftrate, in pafling from one court
into another court, change his principles,
. with his tribunal! at firft, his probity, or
rather the. opinion which he hath conceived
of himfelf, becomes reftlefs ahd uneafy;
it, then, calls to its afiftance, fophiftry and
_ {ubtlety 5 but, quickly duped by its own ar-
tifice, it no longer finds any thing to contend
with, and the man is rendered a convert to
vertue, through his own folly. It is thus,
that amongft the clergy, it hath fometimes

happened;
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happened, that a fet of ecclefiaftics, entirely
abandoned to wordly views, and raifed to
dignities, either through favour-ar intrigue ;
then, becoming the chiefs of a party,
and frequently conftrained to facrifice their
pleafures to their atnbition, have ended by
adoptmg, as an -article of their own belief,
fome portion of that which they would wil-
lingly have perfuaded others to believe. Wc
mention this to the honour of chnﬁxamtv
the moral fyftem of which could never have
united itfelf to .thofe atrocious crimes_
which Conflantine comsitted ; and had God
Himfelf enlightened him ; had He chofen to
have made ufe of him, any -otherwife than
He made ufe of a Tiberius, or a Nero, who,
doubtlefs, were fubfervient to the accom-
plithment of his purpofes, He would not
have expaofed him to the difgrace of having .
inceffantly difhonoured the faith, by his ac-
-tions, and betrayed it, by his errors.
Conftantine, according to all appearances,
was induced to favour Chriftianity, by thofe
reafons, which we have explained, ina former
part of this chapter. But foon encouraged
by fuccefs; elated with.pride, by the flat-
tery, which he received from the bithops;

~

and,

1
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and, above all,hprompte‘d by jealoufy; to
change the feat of the empire, he felt, a
length, a real zeal, in favour of thofe tenets,
wh'ich,. at the opening, he had efpoufed,
from principles of intereft. It iseafy to trace
this cdndu&, in his mode of proceeding to-
wards a general reformation.. At firft, he
thought it enough to tolerate Chriftianity;
but he, foon afterwards, made Chriftianity
the reigning and exclufive religion. Al-
though humble and fubmiffive to the bi-
fhops, at the beginning, yet he did not wait
long, before he gave them leffons, in their
turn. We ma'y' perceive how his zeal daily
increafed, with his influence over ecclefiaf-
tical affairs. . No method, no rule actuated
his judgments ; atone moment, a mode-
rator, and at another moment, a perfecutor ;
now, he impofes filence on Alexander, and
on Arius; then he condemns Arius; then
abfolves him; then, condemns him again;
and after all this, concludes with adopting
his principles. I beg leave to infere the in-
trodu&ion of a letter, which he wrote, at
the fame time - to Alexander, bithop of Alex-
andria, and to Arius, who was then difputing

againﬂ:‘
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againft him.(m) - < Since you, Alexander,
have required from your clergy their fenti-
ments concerning fome particular paffages of -
fcripture, or rather concerning fome empty
- and frivolous -opinions ; and fince you, Arius,
have agitated queftions, on which you ought
never to have meditated, or meditating, to
have remained filent, difcord hath been
ftirred up amonglt you, &c. &c. ........
Abandon, therefore, thefe fubtletiesin a matter
which doth not admit either of a queftion
or of an anfwer.” Now, thefe fubtleties,
thefe empty and frivolous queries, related
to nothing lefs, than the confubftantiality of
the word, on which occafion an aflembly
was called, foon after the council of Nice.
« Conftantine was not more fortunate, in his
treatifes on the Chriftian religion. Let fuch,
as ‘have any curiofity, to perceive the height
of extravagance and abfurdity, united to-
Vor. L Z | gether '_1

(m) Cum enim tu, Alexander, a prefbiteris tuis re-
quireres quid unufquifque eorum d¢ quodam legis loco
fentiret, feu potius de quidam inani queftione eos in~

“ terrogares; cumque ta, Ari, id quod nunquam cogita- -
tum, vel fané cogitatum filentio premere deberes, im-
prudenter excitata inter vos difcordia, &c....... Quid-
nam verd illud eft ? nec interrogare de hujufmodi re-
bus, nec intexrogatum refpondere, &c.

!
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gether, perufe the eighteenth, nineteenth
and twentieth chapters of his difcourfe, ad-
dreffed to the aflembly of the faints, ( Oratio
ad Santlorum coetun.) Aftér having quoted
as aypthentic, an acroftic, by ‘the pretended
Erythrzan Sibyl, the initial letters of which, -
form the words, Fefus Chriftus Dei Filius, Ser~
walor, as if God revealed the fecrets of fu-
turity, in quirks of wit, ‘which barely deferve
a place amidft the common doggerel of a
news-paper, he feizes on Virgil, as an im=
menfe treafure of the cleareft prophecies, in
fupport of the Chriftian religion. Amengft
other eclogues, he cites,

Sicelides Mufe, faitlb majors canamus.
Even paulo majora, (faith he) alludes to
many particulars. But Virgil, then adds,

Ultima Cumai venit jam carminis £tas.

Who doth not know that the Cumean Siby!
iceafed to prophefy, when the T7rurh himfelf
came into the world? but what anfwer can
- be given to thefe verfes?

Magnus-ab integro [feclorum nafcitur ords,.
Jam redit et Virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna.

Who
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Who is this returning virgin, unlefs it be
the Mother of God? doth not the poet him-. -
felf fay ?

Tu modo nafeenti pucero, quo ferrea primim
Definet, ac toto furget gens aurea mundo,
Cafta fave Lucina, &c.

. Was not this, word for word, the Meffiah ?
Dot igitur bec difta funt, 'O Maro poetarum
Sapientifime! . .. ... &c. &ec. .

Confiantine firmly believed that #irgil'wasa
~ chritian; but he imagined, that this ce-
Jebrated poet was obliged to difguife his faith,’

- and conceal his allufions behind the veil of
allegory.  Eufebius, who introduces the whole
of this difcourfe, and without making any
obfervations on it, feems. to be of the fame
opinion. What then muft have been the lo- .
gic of the firt fages of the church, which
made them confider Mofes and the- Sityls,
Ifaac and Virgil, in the fame point of view ?
but as thefe reflexions are foreign to my fub-
jet, 1 fhall immediately conclude with ob-

. ferving, that Conflantine, having lived in the

~ perpetration of guilt, and died an heretic, is
unworthy of our encomiums, either as a Max, '
a Prince, or a Cbriftian. ,

' Z2 CHAP,
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CHAP V.

On the influence of Chriftianity over the bappinefs

~ of the people. . The fituation of mankind, from
the reign of Conflantine, to the dejirmfhon of
the W jiem empire.

H AVING mentioned the eftablifhment
of the Chriftian religion; and having drawn,
with all the accuracy in our power, the pic-
ture of the fovereign, who imparted to it
fo fupreme an authority, throughout his ex-
tcnﬁvc dominions ; it feems natural to exantine,
in what manner the felicity of the people
was influenced by thefe important alterations.
And here, truth would not have prefumed to
raife her rigid voice, if the Apoftles of Chrifti-
anity had ever pretended, that the temporary
- happinefs
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happinefs of human life was the obje&t t9
which the views of theirreligion were directed.
1dly would men alledge againft this religion,
the deftru@ion of thofe nations, who em-
~ braced it, and the downfal of the Roman
émpire, at a period fo little diftant from its
converfion. The church, in her infanéy,
never extended .her confiderations towards
the glory and profperity.of ftates. Humility
poverty, penitencé, and prayer, were all
which the minifters of the gofpel thought -
themfelves commiffioned to' inculcate ; and
. far from endeavouring, like the Pagans, to
aflimilate the mode of worfhip, with the
fyftem of polity, and to make each jointly
confpire, in promoting the happinefs' of na-
_tions, they gloried in a contempt of all vain
grandeur, perfuaded as -they Were, that the
theatre of the world muft fall, . before the
{cenes performing on . it could find fufficient

time to draw to a éon\cluﬁdn. o
We have already {poken of the error pe-
culiar to the Millenarians; -and fo common
during the firlt ‘ages of the church.. Whilft
‘herefies, {pringing up with the primitive dog-
mas of the faith, tore the bofom of - Chrifti-
~anity; whilft the moft orthodox emperors,
Z3 ' governed
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governed by their eunuchs, . pufillanimoufly
deferted the -defence of their frontiers; and
whilft the Barbarians, ruthing in from the
extremities of the univerfe, were fprinkling
with human bload, the provinces of the em-
pire, the principal cities of which were fre.
quently either fet on fire by the volcanos, or
demolifhed by earthquakes, the opinion ge-
nerally propagated, that the world was going
to be deftroyed, was received with a fill
greater degree of credit; and if the Pagans
continued obftinately bent on rejecting ‘this
.opinion, it was becaufe they had afcribed fo
‘many difafters to the defetion from an an-
cient and reverenced fyftem of werthip. At
this dreadful crifis, ‘during thefe common la-
mentations, the defenders of ~Chriftianity
-formed two divifions. The firft divifion con-
fifted of thofe, who, above concealing the
miferies, with which they were laden; and
even ftriving to exaggerate the confequences,
'»dr_ew from thefe events, _frc{_h motives to en-
force a_more extenfive converfion. The fe-
cond ' divifion, unwilling to make the leaft
allowance in favour of Paganifm, pfc.tcndcd
.that the then impending evils were not more
.calamxtous, than the evily which affliGted the

peoPIe, :
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people, dunng the ages of idolatry. Tothe
invafions of the Barbarians, they oppofed the
civil wars and the profcriptions ; to the fre-

quent deftrutions, whether of Amtioch, or

Edeffa, or Conftantinople, &c. &c. they com-
pared the remarkable eruption of Vefuvius,
during the reign of Titus. Saint Auguftin,
drawing all his arguments from his religion,
wrote his elegant treatife, de civitate Dei, in

which he proves, that the kingdom of God .

- was not to be made manifeft in this world.

Paulus Orofius alfo compofed his cold and
tirefome chronicle, in which, however inac-
curate his relation of the principal hiftorical
fa@ts may prove, he hath but too well fuc-
ceeded, in convincing us, that, of allcreatures,

human beings have conftantly been the maft.

unfortunate,

. Every one, the leaft acquainted with hif-
tory, muft recollect, that no ages were more
fertile in difafters, than the ages which filled up
the intervals, between the firft invafion of the

Barbarians, and their abfolute eftablithment

in the country which they had conquered.
But it is eafy to perceive, that in order tq
follow the plan, which we have adopted, it
i ncceﬂ'ary, that we fhould remove to a

Z4 . dli’cancc
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diftance from our obfervations, alf phyfical
events, fuch as earthquakes, famine, conta-
gions, &c. and the greater -part of political
incidents, fuch as the unfortunate fucceffes
of war, the mifcondu of generals, the
want of difcipline amongft troops, &c. In-
deed, therc is every reafon to believe that, -
whatfoever religion might have prevai'lcd',
throughout the Roman empire, the effemi-
nacy of the people, the licentioufnefs of the
foldiers, and the defpotifm of the emperors,
muft fooner, or later, have drawn it on, to-
wards its deftruétion. But, the power of re-
ligion, embracing, as it were, the majority
of civil and moral acions, it may be afked,
~ whether, fince the eftablithment of Chriftia-
\nity, mankind have been more vertuous,
and more happy; whether fovereigns: havé
been lefs covetous, and lefs fanguinary;
whether the people have been more fubmif-
five, and more quiet; whether crimes have
been lefs numerous, and - punithments Iefs
cruel ; whether the progrefs of war hath been
conduéted with more humanity; and whether
treaties have been more fcrupulouﬂy ob-
ferved 2

We
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" We could wifh, not for the honOur of -
Chriftianity, which doth not ftand in need of
human confideration, but for our own fatif-
fa&ton, ‘that ‘we were able to anfwer in the af-
ﬁrmatlve but the too ftriking appearances
of truth, and the too authentic and’ univer-
fally known records of hiftory, rife up m ab-
- folute oppofition to our defires.’

In the bofom of the church, the errors of
Donatus and Arius poifoned the firft feeds of
the faith'; bifhops were in arms againft bi-
fhops : the" people efpoufed thefe quarrels,
with a degree of fury ; the temples, and the
bafilics were difputed, fwerd in hand, ‘a_nd '
dprinkled with the blood of the citizens;
‘odious - accufations and atrécious calumnies
were’ rcc1procally fcattered abroad by the
chiefs of each party, whilft thefe fanatics tore
oné another in pieces, with a ferocity, which,
%o borrow the expreffion of a contemporary
‘author, furpafled even the ferocity of wild
" beafts.(n) The firft emperor,(o) educated
'i'x'l‘thc principles of Chriftianity, introduces
S his

- (n) Nullas infeftas "hominibus beftias ut funt fibi
ferales plerique’ Chriftianorum. Ammian. Marccllm.
1 22.

(¢) Conflantius.
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his reign with the murder of his uncle, and -
of his firft coufin. He madly throws himfelf
- into the party of the Arians, whilft, at one
moment, a bloody perfecutor, and at another
moment, an ignorant conciliator, he either
deals out his orders for executions, or affem-
bles councils. The bithops, perpetually
hurried, from place to place; abandon, for
idle controverfies, the care of their flocks;
“whilft the provinces, drained by the expences
of thefe journies, become at length fearcely -
able to defray them.

- Thé fame iniquity, the fame injuftice pre-
wvailed throughout the civil adminiftration.
A jealoufy, equally extravagant and cruel,
became the leading principle of the govern-
ment. Informers infefted the provinces, nor
did their fuperiors blufh at having eftablithed
them as a body, and given them a particular
rank.(p) The adminiftration degenerated
into a barbarcus inquifition ; punifhments
were inflicted with additional cruelty ; cri- -
‘minals were burnt for flight offences; ‘the

faith

(p) Such were the Curiofi, 2 fet of officers, who,
in the quality of infpe&tors, or fpies, were feat into all
the provinces ; their number is faid to have amounted
to fifteen thoufand. )
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faith of treaties was no longer kept facred; ’
kings were affaflinated 'in the very midft of
‘peace, and even during the convivial joy,
with which they celebrated their feftivals ;(g)
public morals became more and more
corrupted ; ennuchs, the vile inftruments of
.the moft abominable pleafures, were ap-
pointed generals and prime minifters; the
expences of the table, and the luxury of the
K cou.rt,

‘(q) Valens, by the bafeft aét of treachery, accom-
plithed the murder of an Armenian king, who had,
always been attached to the Romans. Palentinian or-
dered that Gabinius, king of the Quadi, fhould be af~
faflinated, at a feaft. Walentinian the fecond, jealous
of the great increafe of the Goths, whom the emperor
Valens had quartered, within the provinces of the em-
pire, iffued a proclamition, to inform them that, if,
_on a certain day, they fhould affemble in the capital of
their refpective provinces, each individual would re-
ceive a new diftribution of lands. Seduced by hopes,
thefe unfortunate wretches did affemble, and were all
put to the fiord. »

The barbarity of Zalens, having been mentioned in
the beginning of the note, it may not, here, be impro-
per to- introduce an example, at once ridiculous and
dreadful, of thofe violent exceffes, to which the timid
and ignorant fuperftition of this emperor was capable
of driving him. An impudent impoftor, pretending
to have difcovered, by his fkill in magic, that fome
particular perfon, the two firft fyllables of whofe name,

: werg

'
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_court, were, at once, boundlefs and abfurd ;(r)
the laws, by being multiplied without
end, were equal proofs’of -the depravity of
the government, and the wickednefs of the
people : in fhort, every thing was altered';
every thing was corrupted; even the difci-
~pline of the armies, 'and the intrepidity of the
foldiers, were difordered and ‘extinguithed:
thus, the deftruction of wholée generations,
became the only remedy againft the evils,
which afflicted the earth ; in like manner, as
the’ fetting * fire to the thorns and briars,
which over-rin neglefled fields; proves the
fole mean of obtaining a new and advan—
tageous harveft. :

: e -Whilﬂ:

were 7/ bmé'; " was deftined to b'e‘ the next fucceflor to
the throne, Valens ordered alt to be maflacred, whofe
appellations were infroduced by thefe letters. The
reader may judge how generzl fuch a carnage muft have
been, when hé hath recolle®ed, that it was ex-
ceedingly corfimon, during that and the twd pre-
ceding centurics, for .men to aflume a name, fome

part of which alluded to the Greek word, ﬁgnxfymg
'God. K. |

(r) Ttis well known that” ]ulian, foon after he be-
came emperor, concluded the barber, on his entrance
into the room, to be one of the great lords of his
court ; and being informed of the wages, which this
fervant re‘ccived,‘ he difcovered that they were fuf-
ficient to maintain more than an hundred perfons.
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‘Whilft we are painting this melancholy
Picture, the affecting ftrokes of which are
not heightened beyond reality, wc.am\iioﬁﬂy
wifh to remove, from the reader, every occa-
fion of fufpeéting, that we have the fmalleft
intention of autributing to chriftianity thofe
diforders againft which we have exclaimed.
Far from harbouting fuch an idea, -our only
aim is to prove, that the misfortunes of fhd
times did not permit religion to procure,
for mankind, an happier. fituation in this
life. Perhaps, even this very religion be-
came a new fource of evils; for, as the pureft
aliments are apt to grow corrupted, in bedics
attacked by difeafes, {o the moft facred
tenets of the faith are frequently converted
into the inftruments of the moft thocking
- difalters.. Of all the enemies of human na-
ture, the moft modern and the moft cruel
éneétny is intolerant perfecution, which, fol-
lowing religion in her progrefs, ftep by ftep,
extended itfelf, as fhe extended, and un--
theathed the fword wherefoever the voice of
zeal had propagated the word.

* If we fix this epoch at the origin of that

empire, which the Chriftian religion hath

maintained ever fince, it is not becaufe, in
: the
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the courfe of our refle&tions we had not’
before obferved fome feeds of thefe dreadful
principles. A fingle nation, amongft the
multitude of nations, which have appeared
upon the furface of the globe, might be fuf-
ficient to furnifh us with inftances of the
mioft bloody adts ; if the Jewith people, who
confidered their government in the light of
a perpetual infpiration, could ferve as an ex-
ample, in the prefent cafe, where an intole-
rant {pirit was exerted, folely, againft abe
firaéted and fugitive dogmas.

It is more eafy to comprehend, how na-
wrally a people conclude themfelves obliged
to exterminate all thofe, who worthip fuch
deities, as may have been fet up, in oppofi-
tion to their own God, than to explain how
the fire and the fword can be employed to
compel perfons to exprefs the idea of confud-
Rantiality, by a letter more, or a letter
lefs.(s) It is not, therefore, without reafon,

that

(5] ‘Opov'aies, Or “Ousgiog.— fo,‘ probably from an
error in the prefs, are thefe words printed; whilft
I write this note, the authorities to which I could with
to refer, are not at hand ; but if I can truft my me.
mory, the two terms are "Ouov'rios, which defcribed
the confubftantiality of Chrift with God, according to

, the
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that the origin of this intolerant fpirit, in
matters of opinion, hath been fixed at the
fame epoch,” with the propagation of chrifti-
anity, throughout the empire. :

It may, perhaps, be objeted, - that the
Pagan emperors were the firft cmperors who
afforded an example of perfecution; but when
a madman, a furious wretch, like Nero, di-
rected his tyranny againft the Chriftians, he
could, at leaft, have pleaded in his vindica-
tion, that he confidered them i the light
"of innovators and as rebels, who refufed to
fubmit to the ancient and eftablithed laws
for; until that period, the mode of public
worfhip had compofed a part of the legif-

. lation; and the Jews, or the Chriftians,
(Jews andChriftians, being at that time,
equally the fame to the heathens) were the
firft who ‘determined not to conform 'to the’
public rites.  Any perfon, refufing to fwear
by the Genius of the emperor, was deemed
gmlty of high trcafon, and this is an article,

' whxch

the full meaning of the Unitarians, and ‘Opoig'aiog, a
phrafe by which the Semi-Arians exprefled their opi-
nion that the Son was indeed fimilar to the Father in his
effence, yet not by nature, but by a peculiar prie
wlcgc K.
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which thould be thorgughly enquired into, .if
we defire to become acquainted with every
citcumftance, relative to the firft perfecu-
tions. But, to infli the moft horrid punifh.’
ments, in order to fix the decifion of quettions,
which were rather grammatical, than theolo-
gical; to deftroy with fire and the fword,
thofe who invoked the fame Supreme Being,
who obferved the fame ceremonies, and re-
verenced the fame authority, befpeaks. a
madnefs, till then unparalleled, and which
[prang; in the Roman empire, from the ty-
ranny of the emperors, and the ambition of
the bithops. _

~ Letus be juft, and remove. from the mi-
nifters of the gofpel a part of thofe re-
proaches, with which they have been af- .
‘perfed. I affert it, with fatisfaction, and I
know not why-the apologifts for chriftianity
" have not afferted it before me; this barba-
rous and: intolerant {pirit, thefe fcandalous
- and atrocious difputes are indebted, for no
inconfiderable part of their origin, to the pe-
culiar chara&erftic of the Greeks, to that un-
happy paffion, which this nation had intro-
duced, for empty dialeftics, and frivolous.
fophifms. Whatfoever may be 'the caufe,

1
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-§t was not, -until the Chriftian emperors began
to reign, until even the moft revered princes, -
fuch as Comflantine, and Theodsfius had af-
" cended the throne, that the fentence of the
laws was, for the firft time, exprefled in
thefe terms: “uf any perfon, whatfoever,
dhould dare to offer facrifices in the temple,
let him be exterminated by the avenging
fword......... We command all men,
upon pain of death, to believe, that one God-
head exifteth, in three Perfons, &c. &c.”(1)
Thus, from the firft appearance of herefies,
that is from the zra, at which theology began
0 fu_pply the place of morality, mankind,
Vou. L. ‘ Aa already

(t) Placuit omnibus locis, atque urbibus univerfi
claudi templa..... Quod fi quis aliquid fort2 hujus-
modi perpetraverit, glad.io ultore fternatur. Cod.

Teod. c. 10.
If, in the midft of fo _much atrocious barbarity, any

thing ridiculous could extort a fmile, no words have
a better claim to it than the following, extracted from
a law made by Conflantius : ceflet fuperftitio, .n . ....
&c. Nam qui contra legem divi parentis noftri, et
hanc noftre manfuetudinis juffionem aufus fuerit facri-
ficium celebrare, competens in eum vindi&ta, et przfens
fententia exerceatar. .....&c. It is as if he had
faid : if any fhould prefume to tranfgrefs the orders,
iffuing from our moft mild and moft benevolent
perfon, it isour will that he be immediately ftrangled.
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already condemned to fubmit to the yoke of
unjuft tafters; laden with taxes difturbed
in the enjoyment of their property; and har-
raffed by war, and all its actendant calamities,
perceived themfelves, on a fudden, expofed
to a new {peécies of tyranny, which, pene-
erating within the moft fecret recefles of the
human heart, fcatters through the faculties of
the foul, the fame ‘diforders and affirctions,
which civil defpotifm fpreads through all our
exterior refations. Thus, from the meetings
of the Nicene council, down ‘to the repeal of
the edié& of Nantes, every dungeon was filled
with victims; {caffolds were continually ereét-
ed; and the blood flowed in ftreams, ‘to con-
" folidate, by the feeble efforts of humanity, the
work undertaken by the Son of God Himfelf.
" Another inconvenience refulting from this
fanatic and exclufive fpirit, is the deftruction
of allcritical inveftigation. T his is abfolutely
to extinguith the torch of hiftory. Truth
and certainty are the moft likely to be our
guides, when we diret our refearches up to
thofe ancient, but obfcure records of the paft
ages. In the place of Xenopbon, of Livy, of
Polybius, and of Tacitus, refpetable citizens,
_whofe bofoms glowed with the vertues of

cvery

—vm
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every zra, and every country, we only find
a fet of party-writers, who relate faéts, with
no view, but to fupport particular opinions.
The annals, even the calendars, are facrificed
to polemical difputes, and the memorials of
thefe miferable times are no more than fo

many infipid cafes. g
Amongft a multitude of hiftorians, who
have been either.the-extravagant panegyrifts,
or the bitter fatyrifts of their princes, ac-
cording to their having merited commend-
ation, or inveéive, from their particular feéts,
but two Pagan authors have prevailed over
the efforts, which were ufed to deftroy their
works. Zgfimus, anhiftorian not much endued
with .elegance .or judgement, is fometimes
led away by that fpirit of party, which equally
anumnated the idolaters, againft their antago-
pifts; but his hiftory hath frequently ferved,
as a.guide, to the difcovery of a great number
of fads, and the abridged and precife man-
ner, {o confpicuous in his writings, leaves no
room to imagine, that his principal view was
to throw an odium upon the Chriftians. It
were to be wifhed, that our modern compilers,
who abide by his authority, in the other parts
of his work, were not fo ready to rejeét that
Aaz2 authority,
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authority, whenfoever he condemns the con
- du& of thofe perfonages,, whom they have
taken under their protection. Theodofius, in-
deed, the hero of the catholic authors, hath
met with no favour at his hands. He de-
fcribed him as a prince, funk in luxury and
effeminacy; whilt the ecclefiaftical writers
fpeak of him, as uniting the charaéter of a
great man, with the charater of an illuftrious
faint. But, although thefe laft hiftorians have
taken care to acquaint us, that he frequently
humbled himfelf before the clergy, and. pub-
licly afferted, that Ambrofius had fully con«
vinced him, bow faperior a bifbop was to an
emperor, yet they have not produced any ne-
gative proofs againft the imputations of
Zofimus. That Theodofius waged war, with
intrepidity and fuccefs, cannot be denied:
but, hath the flattery of hiftorians been able
to conceal that exceflive indolence, which
made him fo long defer the moment of en-
tering into a&tion? and doth not this ob-
fervatien agree with that paffion for pleafure
~ and voluptuoufnefs, ‘of which he is accufed
by Zofimus? May not, alfo, his behaviour to
Maximus, be taxed with diffimulation, or ti-
midity ? confidering this impoftor, as a rebel,
‘ and
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ind a regicide, fhould he have admitted his
title of emperor, or have fuffcred the ftatues -
of fo flagitious a wretch, to be eretted near
his own ftatues? if, on the contrary, Zbeo-
dofius felt himfelf obliged by policy, to treat
as an emperor, the man whom armies and
" fuccefs had crowned, ought he to have made
fecret and infidious preparations for attack-
ing him ?(«) or, was itjuft, after he became
the arbiter of his fate, to order that he thould" -
be ckccurcd, as-a rebel ? again, when Ex-
genius, a new ufurper, a new accompliee of
another regicide,(x) fent ambaffadors to wait
upon -him, fhould he have received them fo
gracioufly? fhould he have lavithed fuch
Aag “prefents

. () Theodofius, to deceive Maximus, appeared bufied
in the equipment of a large naval force ; Maximus fell
into the fnare, and, the more effe®ually to refift the
pretended attacks of Theodofius, embarked the greater
part of his troops. It was then, that Theodofius threw
afide the mafk ; and marching towards Maximus, with
a powerful army, attacked and defeated him. It hath
been aflerted, but how juftly is difficult to determine,
that Theodofius, touched with his misfortune, would have
fpared his life; and that the foldiers, who judged him
unworthy of fo much clemency, ftruck off his head. X.

(x) Afbongtes, who caufed Valentinian to be ftran-
gled, and then faluted Eugenius, an obfcure wretch,
and once a fchoolmafter, with the title of emperor. K,
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prefents on them, at their departure, and
fhortly afterwards, have marched againft their
mafter, in compliance with the advice of
Fobn the Solitary, and the commands of Ssint
Pbilip, and Saint Fobn the Evangeliff, who,
although they had never borne arms, at any
period of their lives, did, notwithftanding,
make themfelves known to him, by appear-
ing, like the Digfcurs, under the form of two
beautiful knights, -caparifoned from head to
foot. I fhall pafs by the maffacre of Theffa--
lomica, a maffacre concerted with fo much
barbarity, and executed by fo deteftable a
treachery :—we muft not dwell on this atro-
cious circumftance. All hiftorians unite in
'defcribing it, as a fortunate eveat, fince it
proved the occafion. of prefenting to the
Chriftian world a more confoliﬁg fpeétacle;
an emperor humbling himfelf in the prefence
of a bithop :(y) but I cannot avoid o'bfcrvi‘ng,

that

(3) Ambrofius refufing to receive Theodofius, within
the pale of the church, until he had undergone a public
penance, and the contrite emperor implicitly fubmit~
ting to the injun&ions of the bithop, muft, undoubt-
edly, have proved a great occafion of triumph, amongft
the Chriftians ; but comforting as the humiliating atone-

' " ments
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that from the conflagration of Reme, as of-
dered by Nero, if Nero really was the author
of that calamity, and the flaughter ar Alsy-
andria; under Caracalla, hiftory hath nat fur-
nithed us with any inftance of a cruelty, at
once fo odious, and fo criminal.

We have already "fpoken concerning the
judgement, which Zo/imus hath pafled on
Conftantine. Thefe two examples may ac-
* count for the endeavours, which the ecclefi-
aftical authors have ufed, to weaken the cre-
dit of his writings.(z) True criticifm, mare

Aa 4 circumf{peét,

ments of fuch a tyrant might be thought, they were too
dearly purchafed, with the deftru@ion of feven thoufand

- human creatures ; for fo many, at leaft, were flaughter-
ed at Thefalonica. K.

(=) That the reader may be the better enabled to
judge, whether the cri icifm of Zofimus be abfolutely
contemptible, it may be proper to tranfcribe what he
hath written, concerning the Monks. Speaking of the
troubles excited at Conftantinople, on account of Saint
John Chryfoftom, he faith: ¢ the city was expofed to
tumults, and the Chriftian, church was already in the
power of thofe, whom they call Monks. Thefe are
men, who have renounced marriage ; and who, in-
habiting the country, and the cities, have given rife to
a clafs of individuals, equally ufelefs, and unfit, either
for war, er for any civil employment; whofe only oc-
cupation, is the grafping at, and amafling of immenfe -

' ~_wealth,



392 AN ESSAY ON

circumfpe, oppofes fuffrages to fuffrages,
fcrutinizes all the interefts, and paffions of
hiftorians, and wherefoever it doth not mect

with impartiality, fufpends its judgement.
Ammianus Marcellinns hath been treated
with more caution -and refpe. This, in-
deed, was the beft expedient, to glofs overa
diffent from an author, whofe chara&er,
whofe rank in the army, and whofe connec-
“tions with the firlt members of the ftate, are
all known; a citizen, who relates his fats
with perfpicuity, and that natural and in-
genuous attachment, fo conftantly vifible, in
. the writings of thofe, who have taken fome
part in the adminifiration of affairs; in fhort,
a military man, whom we fhould, withous
hefitation, compare to Mr. de Feuguieres,(a)
‘ if
wealth, under a pretence of affiting the: poon, whilft
they them{clves are the means of propagating mifery
and beggary.”” Who doth not perceive from this paft
fage, how mach Zofimus was blinded by prejudice, and

what reafon there is to {fufpeét his judgement - '
" (a) The Marquis de Feugquieres was a lieutenant-ge-
neral in the French army, during-the reign of Lewis
the fourteenth. His memoirs were written for the in-
ftru&tion of his.fon. Of thefe an Englifh tranflation
was publifhed in 1737, forming two octavo wvolemes.

“‘They contain an account of the feveral opcrations of

the
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if the erudition and the literature, which
have enriched his work, did not give him a
great advantage over the French author.
And yet this Marcellinus, from whom all the
hiftorians have borrowed materials, even for
the leaft detail, is, at once, neglected, when-’
foever he hazards any favourable expreffion,
in vindication of the Pagans, or of the em-
peror Fulian.

Fhe name of Fulian is alone fufficient to
revive endlefs difputes. This emperor, ap-
plauded

the war, of the fieges which were undertaken, and the
battles fought from 1672, to 1710. The military me-
rit of this officer may be called hereditary, and feems to
have defcended to him from his grandfather, and father,
Manaffes, and Ifaac de Pas, who were both defervedly
celebrated for their condu& and intrepidity. The mar-
tial genius of Anthony, the fubje&t of this note, hath
been honorably acknowledged, even by thofe com-
patriots whom he reviled. But whilft they did juftice
to his abilities, they were fo irritated by the feverity
with which he had attacked them, that it was hu-
moroufly obferved, that the Marquis muft be the braveft
man in Europe, who flept in the very midit of a hundred:
thoufand enemies. His work contains a lift of the mif-
takes committed by the French generals. A propenfity
to cenfure hath fometimes feduced him into a mifrepre-
fentation of faQs. Perhaps the lofs of a Marfhal’s ftaff
oecafioned fuch reprehenfible paffages in a performance
where fomuch is to be admired. K.
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plauded to the fkies, by the enemies of the
Chriftian faith, hath appeared fo meritorious
_in the opinion of a celebrated modern, that
hé took the pains to write his hiftory, wherein
he labours to rectify and afcertain the ideas,
which the reader ought taform of him.(%)
Jt will, doubtlefs, be expeted by thofe,
‘who were offended at the liberty, with which
we have fpoken of Conftantine, that Julian, fo
ftriking a contraft to this prince, fhould be
complimented with our panegyrics ; for the
fpirit of calumny is continually apt to fufpeét
cvery motive ; and its natural malignity ea-

fily

—

(%) Unlefs I miftake, the modern alluded to, is Mr.
de V. who, in the third chapter of his ¢ Melanges
Philofophiques,” fpeaks of Julian, a$ inferior only to
a fingle individual, if not the greateft man, that ever
exifted. His affertion hath been attacked, and refuted
by Gauchat, Soret, and others. Were it impofiible for
one of the moft penetrating writers that hath enlight-
ened -any age, to be in the wrong ; a fimilar paflage in
the ¢¢ {pirit of laws” might give an irrefiftible weight
to the declaration of Mr. de V. but Montefquieu is not
without his errors, nor will all his readers conclude
him to be infallible, when they perufe this fentence.
< Il n’y a point el aprés Julien de prince plus digne de
gouverner des hommes.” . .. PEfprit des loix, 1. 24«

€. 10...+.. V.la vie de Julien par ’Abbé Bles~
terie. K.
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fily fuggefts the artifice, which it fuppofes
~peculiar to the objets of its hatred. For
once, at leaft, its conclufions will prove erro-

neous. Far from taking any fhare in this

difpute, we capnot avoid agreeing that both

parties have been influenced by a childith

obftinacy, lefs humiliating, however, to

falfe zeal, than to philofophy; fince philo-
{ophy fhould never affift reafon with thearms
of fanaticifm. Such eagernefs to preconize(c)

an emperor, who ftiled himfelf a philofopher,

feemed, if I may be allowed the expreffion,

the youthful folly of philofophy. In faé,

this averfion from prejudices, this fpringing

forward towards the liberty of thinking,

which comes, after fo many ages, prepared

1o enter its appeal againt fuch a multitude

of received opinions, cannot, among{t us,

be faid to boaft a very ancient originj; and

with thefe firt efforts of reafon, paffion hath

been frequently intermixed. It was, cer-

tainly, a crime to perfecute the Pagans, and

t0o

—

(<) Preconnizare, a term peculiar to the Roman Ca-
tholics, and alluding to the report ufually made in the
Popes confiftory, that the party prefented to a benefice,
is qualified for it. The expreflion, in this place, fig~
wifies “ to beftow exceflive praife.” K. :
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to endeavour to fway their opinions, by the
feverity of punifhments; but was it not an
equal crime to opprefs chriftianity ? were to-
leration, and liberty of confcience, the prin-
ciples which actuated Julian, when he
drenched the empire with the blood of
vi@ims ; and when, a fanatic defender of
falfe deities, inftead of 'following,‘whilft he
was feated on the throne, the diGates of an
impartial philofophy, he prefented to the
world, in his own perfon, nothing more than.
the pattern of a zealous heathen. I cannot
admire either the vertues, which are too
ftrongly tinged with imitation, or heroes
formed only after models. It is difficult to
determine, what chara&er of the comedian
is the moft prevalent in the mind of Julian.
At one moment, it is Marcus Aurelius, at
another moment, Trajan, and then Alex-
ander, whom he is fo eager to copy. This
effort is equally confpicuous in his vertues,
and his abilities. All his altions are con-
certed, all his defigns are borrowed from an-
cient examples, and all his compofitions are
grounded on the compofitions of his own
times. The Myfspogon is not the work of an
emperor, but the work of a fophift : his pa-

‘ negyricsg
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negyrics are not fuch as a Cfar thould have
pronounced, but fuch as a Rhetorician would
have written. During the war of the Gauls,
he feems to have ftriven to copy Julius Cafar;
during the Perfian war, he appears to have
imitated the confidence and intrepidity of
Trajan ; but then, what confiftency fhall we
difcover in this medley of philofophy and
devotion? in morals, he was.a ftoic, in the
temple, an idolater, and in his clofet, an un-
worthy platonift, 'who fought to corrupt the
doétrine of this fet, by debafing it with the
allay of magic.

But if we thus fearlefsly treat with fo much
rigour one of the greateft princes, who
adorned the lower empire, how juftly, at the
fame time, ought we to exclaim againft that
bitternefs, with which he hath been calum-
niated by the ecclefiaftical hiflorians ? what
dependance can we place on their judgment,
when after having canonized Conftantine,
_ the murderer of his wife and fon, they rail
at Julian, with the moft indecent fury, exert-
ing every poflible effort to fix upon his cha-
ralter an imputation of crimes, too atro--
cious to gain credit, even although they had
been attributed to Caligula, and to Nero?

in
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in this inftance, we perceive, how zeal over
leaps all bounds, and to what blind and in-
confiderate excefles the emotions of hatred
may be driven. Thefe, notwithftanding, are
the very authors who ferve us as guides in
ecclefiaftical matters, and - whofe opinion we
ftill frequently .follow in profane hiftory.
Having premifed this, itis not without ap-
prehenfions, that we introduce the -names of
. Sacrates, Sozomemes, gnd Theodoret 3 to - thefe
writers are we indebted for a multitude of
exceedingly inftructive: fats, .the authority
of which might admit of a retrenchment of
fome ‘part of that confidence, wherewith they
were received. And here, I muft beg leave
to remark, that thefe facts hawe, by a fingular
good fortune, maintained an higher:decree of
credit, the mare. the authors who tranfmitted
them, have been negle@ed. . The reafon of
this is very plain. It is impofiible to meet;
in the original, with any fa&, or probable
event, which is not either preceded or fal«
lowed by fuch abfurd tales, as foon deftroy
all that reliance which we might be fuppofed
to place on the ,teftimony of the -author;
whereas in compilations, or in the modern
abridgements, great care hath been taken to

reject
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tejet whatfoever was fabulous, and to pre-
ferve only thofe details, in which the leaft
rifk feems to have been run, at the expence
of veracity. For -example, the hiftorians
who have written, fince the time of Ammianas
Marcellinus, perceiving that he took notice of
an earthquake, which retarded the works,
carried on to accomplith the rebuilding of the
temple of Jerufalem; have chofen from the
* three authors, whom we have juft mentioned,
every credible circamftance, in the wonder- -
ful relation, which they have tranfmitted to
us; and hailing availed themfelves of thefe,
they thought proper to add, that they were

fa@s confirmed by Ammianus Marcellinas, a
* Pagan writer.  I'muft confefs that there was
a time, ‘when, relying on the credit of mo-
dern authors, I believed that Zmmisnus Mar-
cellinus had afferted, that the emperor Julian,
having ordered the temple to be rebuilt, the -
work was afterwards interrupted by the in-
terpofition of a miracle; and this appeared
to me the lefs extraordinary, as I know that
the ancients are not fparing of prodigies.
The original reading, fo conftantly neceffary
¢0 enable us to form a judgement, relative to
the events-of the paft ages, -hath abfolutely
: ' un~
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undeceived me. This famous paliage, fo
often quoted, and yet fo feldom delivered
with fidelity, runs thus: ¢ although the em-
peror was much’ bufied in accelerating the
preparations for his expedition, (4gainft the
Perfians) he notwithftanding knew how to
divide his follicitude, and attention: neg-
le@ing no circumftance which might tend to
immortalize his reign, he prepared to re-
build a formerly much celebrated temple,
which had been deftroyed during the con-
tinuance of the fiege of Ferufalem, begun by
Vefpafian, and terminated by Titus. The
dire@ion of this undertaking, to accomplith
which immenfe fums were neceffary, had been
entrufted to Ahpius, who formerly com- '
" manded in Britain, As this officer, affifted
by the Prefe@ of the province, was fuper-
intending and vigoroufly encouraging the
operations, dreadful flames frequently iffuing
from the foundations, confumed the work-
men, and at length rendered thefe places in-
acceflible. The irruptions continuing, all at-
tempts to proceed were entirely given up.”(d)
- Here,

(4) Etlicet accidentium varietatem follicita mente
przcipiens, multiplicatps expeditionis apparatus fla-
' grantis

A
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Here, feveral refle€tions naturally prefent
themfelves : firft, no circumftance was lefs
extraordinary, at that period, than the cir-
cumftance of earthquakes attended by vol-
canos. At the fame ra, and in, the fpace.of
a century, Conflantinople, Edeffa, Antioch, and
the majority of the cities of Afia Minor,

Vor. I. . Bb were

) gr'antis_ ftudio perurgeret, diligentiam tamen ubique di-
videns, imperiique fui memoriam magnitudine operum
.- geltiens propagare, ambitiofura quondam apud. Hie-
rofolymam templum, quod poft multa et interre civa
certamina obfiftente Vefpafiano, pofteaque Tito =gre
eft oppugnatum inftaurare, fumptibus cogitabat immo-
dicis ; negotiumque maturandum Alypio dederat Antio-
«henfi, qui olim Britannias curaverat pro prazfetis,
Cum itaque rei idem fortiter inftaret Alypius, juva-
retque provinciz reftor, metuendi globi Aammarum
prope fundamenta crebris affuktibus erumpentes fecere
Jocum exuftis aliquoties operantibus 'in exceflum hoc
quo modo elemento deftinatius repellente ceffavit in-
_certum. Ad verbum e lib. 23 Am. Marcel. fol. Bo-
noniz, 1517. '

The truth of this miracle hath been denied, and af-
ferted with equal obftinacy. The celebrated Bafnage
endeavours to weaken its credibility in his ¢ hiftoire des
Juifs, vol. 4. Agapinft this unbelieving author, and
his adherents, the over-bearing giant of literature,
William, lord bifhop of Gloucefter, hath appeared
within the lifts, and brandifhing his unconquerable Ju-
fian in his hand, hath ar leatt filenced antagonifts whom
he could not convince. K.
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were deftroyed by earthquakes. I Hiftory
makes mention of feveral earthquakes, which
happened, even at Jerufalem. It is alfo well
known, that this country abounds with bi-
tumen, and that the conflagration of fo large,
a city, and fo rich a temple, muft have pro-
duced much fulphureous, and inflammable
matter, which might take fire, at the flighteft
communication with the air. Secondly, if
this event was accompanied by miraculous
circumftances, why did Ammianns Marcellinus,
. alover of the marvellous, as all the ancients
were, take fuch care to conceal them ? it will
be anfwered that, nothing is more clearly to
be accounted for: Ammianus ‘was a Pagan,
and fuch an event muft have proved a fub-
je& of endlefs triumph, to the Chriftian re-
ligion.  To this it may be replied, that it iy
very evident that no fuch effe@ was produced;
and that fuppofing that our author, had not
‘been free from all partiality, one of thefe two
circumftances muft have been the cafe; he
would either have entirely omitted the fa&,
or have endeavoured to give it a different in-
terpretation ; all which might have been very
eafy, fince he could have eppofed a hundred
reafons to one reafon. ¢ The Gods were ir-

ritated
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“yitated at perceiving preparations, wherewithto -
erefl a temple to the God of the Jews, a nation,
over whum they bad triumphed, with fuch fignal
Juccefs, under Titus. But Heaven wonld not
SJuffer the ¢reafures, and the labour of the people,
© 80 be facrificed, during [uch calamitons times, to
works, at omce ufelefs, and oftentatious” Do
we not know that writers never {eem to want
reafons, wherewith to explain the caufes of
events? Ammianus did not, therefore, con-
fider this event, as a prodigy, neither had
any of his contemporaries embraced a diffe-
rent opinion, fince he hath taken no pains to
oppofe it, nor even deigned to drop the fmall-
eft refle@ion on the fubje®. Now, I think
that the indifference of one party, is, in ge-
neral, the ftrongeft evidence which can be
produced, againit the allegations of the other
party ; for, in fhort, with how little credit
foever, the convulfionnaires might be received
at prefent; no author will ever write the
hiftory of our times, without makingfome
remarks on what happened at the church of
Saint Medard, -and even the fanatic perform-
ance of M***# hath been honoured with fome
refutations. But Sozomenes and Theodoret are
reputable authors; and they enter into a full.
Bba ‘detail
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detail of this fact. Be'it fo; butif the teftis
mony of Sozomenes prove of fuch great
weight, we muft, then, believe in forcerers,
we muft imagine that magicians were able to
make the demons appear before them, and
"to command the oracles.(¢) We mutft alfo
fuppofe that Julian, the leaft fanguinary of
all the princes, ordered the bodies of the
women to be ripped up, that he might con-
fult cheir entrails; we muft be convinced
that the Sibyls have eyidently mentioned the
myftery, of the redemption, and alluded to
it in this line. o

< O felix lignum in quo Deus ipfe pependit.”

Neither

(e) Itis to Sozomenes that we are obliged for the
childifh' ftory of Julian, who is faid to have been intro-
duced. into a cave, in order to confult the demons, and
to have made, on his becoming frightened, the fign of

the crofs, which occafioned them to difappear. This
author quotes 2 number of oracles, in favour of the
Chriftians ; and yet it hath been well known, " at leaft,
ever fince the appearance of that famous differtation,
compofed by Mr. Vandale, and the excellent abridge-
ment of it by Mr. de Fontenelle, that the oracles never
were infpired by the'demons; and that this whole af-
fair was nothing more than an impofition, carried on

by the deteftable knavery of the priefts,
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(f) Neither is it to be doubted, that in.
Jud=a, a luminous crofs appeared,  which -
covered. half the {ky; -and that another crofs
appeared, during the rebuilding of the tem-
ple of Yerufalem; and that the habits of the
labourers were covered with little ftars, which
abfolutely remained fixed thereon, and feemed
as if they had been worked into the ftuff.(g) .
If the reader fhould prefer Theodoret, he will
find that Fwlian, when he quitted Gaal, in
order to give battle to Conflantius, pafled by
a vine, the grapes of which had been already
gathered, and yert found it loaden with freth
green bunches, having an infinite number of
little croffes, imprinted by the drops of dew, '
upon their berries. It will be no great trouble
to open Socrates, who hath advanced the fame
fact; and from whofe writings thefe authors
: Bb 3 have

(f) See his ecclefiaftical hiftory. b. 11. ¢. 5.

(g) The Chriftians of this period, were poffeffed, even
to a degree of frenzy, with a notion that they faw
croffes, in every place. When Theodofius ordered the
temple of Serapis to be pulled: down, it was reported
that in' demolifhing the walls, croffes were difcovered,
engraven on the greater part of the ftones: but, on a
clofer examination, it appeared that thefe engravings .
reprefented the Phallus. It is well known that the
Phallus was a reprefentation of the mark of virility.
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have probably COplCd The only d:ﬁ"crence
" between Socrates and Sozomenes, is, that the
one afferts that the miracle wrought at Jeru-
falem, converted all the Jews ; whilft the other
affirms, that not one of thofe Jews was cither
ftricken with _thefe prodigies, or difpofed to
émbrace the religion of the Chriftians. _
We fhall conclude this article with a re<
fle&tion, which feems to have efcaped the no-~
tice 'of the preceding critics ; namely, that
whether it arofe from the frauds practifed by
the people, who were enemies to drudgery,
and labour, or whether it proceeded from that
{uperftition, peculiar to unpolifhed minds,
in whofe ide¢as, the great and the marvellous
are fo eafily confounded, it frequently hap-
pened that important enterprifes were inter-
rupted. by prodigies. [ fhall only produce
one inftance taken from Dion. This author
relates, that whilft Nero was attempting to
divide the If#hmus of Corimth, feveral phan-
toms appeared, and intimidated the work-
‘men. Thefe phantoms were, ia fa&, no
other than the phantoms of fatigue, and im-
patience, but the writers of thofe timés, were
cautious of making fuch a confeffion, for
then, a prodigy was -of more confequence,
and

-
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and in higher cﬁimltion; than any natural, or
probable circumftance whatfoever.(b) Asto
the reft, it would furnith fuch .little occafion
of triumph to the Chriftian religion, whether
this miracle happened, or not, that we can-
not reafonably be taxed with any ill intenti-
ons, in the courfe of this inveftigation. . We,
are not, in the prefent inftance, more eri-
minal than many refpe@able writers, who
have called in queftion, the relation of the
miracles of the Theban Legion, and the La-
barum, whatever honour they might have re-
fleCted on Chriftianity. Judicious and difs
cerning criticifms will always redound to the
advantage of truth; they will. increafé its
luftre, either by throwing it into its genuine
and moft brilliant light, or by feparating it
from all impure allay. _ :
Bb 4 We

(5) How many flories of apparitions, have rifen
out of the inventions of lazy, or felf-interefted do-
meftics? even amongft the troops, fuch relations have
been known to gain credit, and abfolutely elude the
vigilance, and difcernment of the chief officers. It hath
frequently happened that the foldiers fatiguéd and har-
rafled with having mounted guard, at fome inconvenient
poft, have, at length, feduced others into a perfuafion
that it was haanted by a fpirit, and fo, concluded the
farce, by deferting-their ftations,
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We fhall not enter into the particulars of
thofe times, which fill up the interval, from
the death of Conftantine, to the deftruction of
the Weftern empire. T he ravages of defpo-
tifm, fuperltition, and war, preyed equally
on the conquerors, and the conquered. The
ancient ftates were driven to the laft ftage of
“calamity. New nations, or rather Barbarians,
as'yet ferocious, as yet wandering through
the darknefs of ignorgmcé; without a country,
and without property ; now warriors, and now
travellers ; at one moment crowned with vic-
tory, and at another moment funk in flavery;
always agitated, and as conftantly, either
laden with adverfity, or intoxicated . with
flaughter, were, then, more aftonifhed at,
than charmed with their fuccefs. No enjoy-
‘ment followed their acquifitions; whilft their
only happy hours were the hours of viGory.
All the Barbarian- princes, except Genferic,
fell by the hands of one another, and perithed
miferably. '

The motives for war, were, at that period, .
the moft reafonable, which could have been
fuggefted in its juftification: and thefe mo-
tives were, cn the one hand, the defence of
‘their country; and on. the other hand, the

neceility
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neceflity of procuring a fubﬁ(’cence, and the
defire of enjoying an happier life, within 4
milder climate. Bue this war became moré
fanguinary than ever; religion far from di
minithing the horrors of it, had only given 4
keener edge to the inveterate exértions of
hatred ; fuch was the fpirit of. party; fo int
timately was it blended with ambmon, and
all the fcourges of humanity.

It is not a little fingular that this ra of
guilt and madnefs fhould have given birth
to excellent civil laws.(i) We may perceive,
that fome of the wifeft of thofe laws were
inftitated by princes, who reigned in the
very midft - of thefe -troubles,- and whofe.
reigns were alfo- but of fhort- duration.(k)

v "When'

() Valentinian the firft introduced a toleration a&
within his dominions; we read in ¢ P’hiftoire du bas
empire,” that this prince, after having long meditated
on the part which might - be - the  propereft for him to
take, atlength, gave the preference to the worft part.
This book hath- been wntten, fince the begmmng of
this century.

(#) Valentinian, who fucceeded the emperor ]uhan,
in February, 364, and died, in confequence of, the_
isurﬁing of a vein, during a fit of paffion, in November
375, did not reign quite twelve years. This prince,
perceiving the fordid habits of the ambafladors of the

Quadi,
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When the perpetration of abufes.was-confined
to no limits, fuch regulations became necef-
fary. Thus, amidft epidemical diforders,
the fcience of phyfic acquires a greater de-
gree of perfe&tion; and thus, amongft ar-
mies, the knowledge of furgery is.rendered
more unerring, and extenfive. The power

of the clergy was, - at different times, made -

fubjet to particular reftrictions : the bold-
nefs, and the infolence of the monks were
fomewhat curbed by the Chalcedonian coun-
¢il(/) and the unmarried women were for-
bidden to take the vows, until they had at.

tained

) . .

Quadi, a people too poor to purchafe apparel, and toa
unpolithed to underftand the propriety of drefs, ridicue
Joufly imagined that their garbs had been affumed,
with an intention to infult him, and thus facrificed
his life to the violence of rage. Valens, his brother
and affociate in the empir¢, had only reached the fif-
teenth year of his reign, when taking refuge after his
defeat within a neighbouring houfe, he was fur-
younded by the Goths, who, with the building, re-
duced the body of their enemy to athes. K.

() They were made fubje& to the jurifdi@tion of
the ordinary, and forbidden to intermeddle in civil
affairs, and particalarly in matters relating to the
finances. ¢“ Hift. du basemp. 1. 33. -

-
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tained to the age of forty.(m) Each city was
allowed its tribunes, or protettors, who,
under the title of defenfores, undertook to
plead the caufés of the poor and opprefied
citizens.(n) The empcforq, alarmed at the
readinefs, with which they granted favours,
and privileges, direCted that their condu®
thould be fubmitted to the examination of the
magiftrates, and commanded thefe laft to pay
no regard to their orders, whenfoever they
did not appear ftrictly conformable to the
eftablithed laws. . But fuch precautions which
ill fubfit amongft the French, and are
ufeful under an abfolute form of govcm-

ment,(¢) difcover an imperfe€tion in the main
fprmg

(m) This law was inftituted by Majonan, who made
a ridiculous decree, obliging all widows who had ne
" children, either to marry again, or to give up the
half of their effes, to their next heirs. ibid. 1. 34.
. () Under Valentinian, and Valens.
. (¢) An ordinance paflfed, daring the reign of Lewis
the twelfth, forbidding the magiftrates to pay the
leaft regard to the < lettres de juffion,” (lrters con-
taining orders from the chancellor, {Jc.) whenfoever they
fhould be found contrary to the laws of the monarchy,
and the public welfare.

With this edict, no unpleafing earneft of the fubfe-
guent felicity of his peoPIe, Lewis opened a reigh,

which,
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fpring of the political machine, a defe& in.
the conftitution. " Republics are ftrangers to
any - thing like this: and, it were perhaps
better that authority fhould reftrain its powers
of - adminiftration, within certain bounds,
than that the difobedience of the magifirates
fhould” be connived at. The emperors alfo
concerted meafures, to render travelling more
eafy. The roads were repaired; places of
accomimodation ‘'were crc&ed at “convenient
diftances, and relays were always kept in
readinefs, at the expence of the provinces.
: ‘ ' At

wlnch could we throw a vezl over lus mercenary dlf-;
Pofal of preferments, his unworthy prote&wn of Alex-
ander the fixth, the worit Pope, and the worft man,
and his defertion of his allies, the Swifs, approdched
nearer than moft other reigns to the government of an
excellent father, over his fortunate children. In fpite
of fome difagreeable fhades, his piure, as drawn by
the rough pencil of Saint Gelais, is certainly a juft rew
femblance. ¢ Il ne courut oncques au regne de nul des au-
tres fi bon tems gw’il a fait durant le fien* It is fcarcely |
poflible for- an Englithman, who perceives even in a
rival ftate fuch multitudes deferving of a better lot, to
clofe this note, before he hath remarked, with equat
indignation and concern, that had the ordinance.of
Lewis fubfifted in its full force, during the prefent pev
riod, every letre de juffion would have proved as infig-
nificant, as are the murmurs of the meaneft peafanq

.who languifhes under its oppreﬁions. K.
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- At this period, mankind had no idea of
the very interefting. fcience of finances and
commerce. The neceflity of ereting an im-
paffable wall, .around the frontiers, to prevent
the circulation of the national fpecies, through
foreign countries, was, then, uniircrfally af-
fented to: and this opinion hath prevailed,
even till within thefe fifty years. . Confantius
proclaimed a law, declaring that commerce
fhould be carried on, folely, by barter. It
provided that all foreign negociators, on
their arrival, within the empire, fhould ‘be -
obliged to declare what fums of money, they

brought with them, in order that means

might be taken to prevent them, from adding

to thofe fums, previous to their return. The

‘fame law prohibited an exchange of the money

of the empire, for the money of any other

_nation. It was not,at that time, known

that merchandize can command fpecies, and

that without liberty, neither commerce, nor .
riches can exift.

" As to the Barbarians, no fooner did they
acquire a degree’ of  ftability, - before they"
turned their thoughts towards a neceflary le-
giflation. They feem to have fucceeded evéen
better than the emperors, whofe too compli-

cated
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cated laws were fomewhat infe®ed with the
fubtlety of the Greeks. The Tbeodorician
code was during a long time in force, in
Spain, and it may, in part, be difcovered in
the capitulars of Cbarlemagne. But this is 2
fubje&, on which we muift expatiate more
largely, in the courfe of the following chap-
ters, where fociety will affume a different af-
pect, and where we fhall find a new order of
things, a new political, and moral fyftem,
‘In fa&, the very expreffion, feodal law, of
-+ itfelf fufficiently announces the greateft revo-
lution, which hath ever been effe@ed upon

earth, and at once reveals to us the fcources -

of all modern governments. Itis time, there-
fore, that we take our leave of this celebrated
people, to whofe {way the univerfe fubmitted
and whofe ftate we have prefumed to make
the fubje& of our obfervations. After having
feen - them laborioufly extend themfelves -
through the little territary of the Romagna,
free themfelves from the yoke of kings, re-
" duce nations under their own yoke, become
intoxicated with glory and fuccefs, fall into
that imbecility which fucceeds a delirium,
then, wear freth chains, grow fhortly more
mean, and- abjec, than they were once

: . haughty,



-

PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 418

haughty, and oftentatious ; and, to fill up
the meafure of infamy, yield to Barbarians,
the empire of arms, and to effeminate Greeks,
the empire of opinion, we, at length, find
them, fubmitting to the power of a Gaib '
and an Herulian.(p)

Before we turn our eyes afide from this
prodigious ruin, we muft lament, not that
fuch a feries of gnod fortune fhould have
been eclipfed, to leave behind it, only the
moft melancholy traces ; but that a period of
near twelve centuries affords no wra, at
which fo powerful a nation hath attempted to
clofe the wounds of humanity, by cherithing
the exiftence of public welfare and prof-
perity. We are not apprehenfive of aflerting,
that all the long and brilliant career of the
Roman empire, cannot, to a philofopher, be
~ worth the times, which have elapfed in En-
gland, from the revolution, to the prefent
period ; but of this, we muft treat more
fully in the courfe of our work. . We fhall,
however, obferve, that as in the celeftial re-
volutions, the planets are confined to their
particular motions, fo, in political revolutions,

v " the

~

(#) Odoacer, and Theodoric.,
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the capitals, the great cities are fubje& alfo, ' |
to their deftiny, their peculiar fortune, which
cxthcr accelerates, or retards their deftruétion,
which either overthrows, or fupports them.
But farther ;_this particular chain of circum-
ftances is, according to all appearance, more
frequently advantageous, than detrimental to-
them. Experience proves that, during thofe
unhappy times, when military defpotifm rofe
upon the wreck of government, the great
cities always maintained a kind of liberty..
- The reafon is, becaufe, however fpecious the
mafk which policy may have affumed, force
alone preferves the privilege of governing ;
becaufe a great number of men, fritly
united, become refpectable; and becaufe the
multitude, or common people are always to
be dreaded ; efpecially, when deprived of re-
prefentatives, and protectors, they exprefs
their meaning only by tumultuous fhouts,
and act but by fome fudden, and wild affault.
Even Rome was not reduced to this laft ftage
of power. She always enjoyed the fame order
of magiftrates; and the credit of names, is
1o a degenerated people, what the credit of
the magifiracy itfelf, is to a vertuous people.
Some remains of Ariftocracy maintained their
~ground,
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ground, in this metropolis of the world; and
to thefe remains Paganifm was conftantly at-

tached ; all which fully confirms what hath

been before advanced, relative to the union
of this religion, with the Roman ariftocracy.
Thé Symmacki and the Pretextat revived the

memory of Cato, and of Cincinnatus. Asto .

the people, if they retained the leaft traces of
their ancient liberty, they were vifible in the
indifference with which they frequently treat-
ed the moft formidable emperors. The dif

guft, which the furious Dioclefian conceived

at their behaviour, is well known. When
_ Conflantius, all covered with the blood of his
fubjedts, made his triumphal entry into Rome,
low tauntings, and ridiculous jefts were, ac-
cording to the ancient cuftom, levelled at
him, with impunity. This fplendid city was
yet filled with riches, when the Barbarians
pillaged it, for the firft time. Several authors
affert, that many citizens were in poffeffion
of 'a revenue of above four millions; and
‘that fuch as were worth no more than a mil-
lion, or a million and an half, were placed
only in the fecond clafs of citizens. Thefe
mdolent and opulent men imagined that the
enjoyment of pleafure was the fole end of

Vor. I. Cc their

o~y
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. their creation ; and wcrc'contentad to remain
as idle fpe@ators of the events of war, as
they were of “the events of the Circus; with
this difference only, that in thefe laft events,
they feemed.to feel themfelves moreinterefted,
- Even the emperors had, during a long time,
accuftomed them to this luxyrious effeminacy.
I go (faid Aurelius to them, in one of his
odicts) za fight the enemy : and I will take care
that the Romans fhall not fuffer the flighteft un- .
eafinefs. Attend to your gamses. Frequent yous
Circus. It is our part to comdult the public
bufinefs. But you fhould be entirely devosed o
pleafure.(g) It is eafy to conceive that in the
" midit of fo much luxury, and effeminacy,
the public morals were daily degenerating.
Petroniys and Lucian have made us fuffici-
ently acquainted with the parade and ex.
travagance, peculiar to the entertajnments,
which were given in their times: but as fm-
. mianus Marcellinus hath. taken the pains to -
_ defcribe the manners of the Romans, during
a lefs diftant period, namely, the age in
which-he lived, the reader will, probably, be
: - : pleafed

~ (9) Ego cfficiam ne fit aliqua follicitudo Romana.
Vacate ludis, yacate Circenfibus; nos publicz necef-
* fitates teneant, vos occupent voluptates. - (Vopifcus.) -
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pleafed if we prefent him with the whole.
paffage, as related in the fixth chaprer of the.
fourtecnth book.

- Were you, on your arrival at Rome, to be in-
troduced, as a reputable foreigner, to an opulent,
or in other words, @ very offeniatious man, your
- firt reception would be accompanied with every
mark_of politene[s; after baving been over-
" powered by queflions, 1o which it will be the .
mofp frequently meceffary to anfwer, by relating
Jome exiravagant flories, you will become afto-
wifbed to find, that a perfon of fuch diftinttion,
Jbonld treat a fimple individual with fo re-
. fpediful an attention : lay, you will even be ready

10 condemn yourfelf for not baving vifited fo

charming a city, ten years fooner. But if, en-

couraged by this obliging welcome, you fbould re-

turn om the morvow, io pay your compliments,

& firanger, dropped from the clouds, could not

be more frared at. Who is be? and, whence

comes be 2 would be circulated in ill-bred whif-
pers round she room. . At length, bowever,
you will attain to the bonour of being known,

and admitted on a familiar footing 5 but yet; if;
_&fter three years of affidwous attendance, you

were to abfent. yourfelf, for the fame [pace of
C ¢2 t:me,
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time, you would not, on your return, be either
afked bow you bad been employed, or even told
that the lofs of your company was perceived. Tbis
. abfurdity is carried fiill fartber, for, previous
. 80 the giving of thofe entertainments, which are
Jo long, and fo detrimental to bealth, it is &
matter of tedions deliberation, whetber, exclu-
Sive of fuch guefis, as are entitled to invitations,
* any Prangers- fball alfo be afked: and if, after
a full bearing, and on mature reflelion, this
point be carried in tbe afirmative, then the
- great adepts in all the laws of public games,
wbho never fail to mount guard at the boufes of
the charioteers belonging to the Circus, or perfons
ibe moft infirucled in the fcience, and the tricks
of play, are the only firangers deftined to be ag- .
mitied. As to-the men of learning, and wvertue,
they are founned, as the tirefome and ufelefs
difturbers of feffive mirth: nor doth it once
employ their thoughts that tbe Nomenclatores,
accuftomed to [ell the favours of their mafters,
take care to invite to the feafi, and the diftribu-
tions, only the moft obfcure and inferiaur indsvi-
duals, from whom they can extort more money,
than from the others. I fball pafs flightly over
that fumptuous profufian, in their entertain-
wents, and particularly thofe voluptuous. refing-

| : ‘ ' ments
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wments lately introduced, to' take notice of the
.ridiculous cavalcades, atrending on our oftenta-
tious, rich men, who amufing ‘themfelves with
running poft, up and down the freets, at the
rifk of breaking their necks, cn the pavement,
are followed by fuch a numerous train of domeftics,
that, to borrow-the expreffion of a comic writer,
~ they do not even leave the fool bebind, to keep
boufe: bowever abfurd this diverfion be, the
wery matrons are not afbamed to follow it, but
burry through every quarter of the town, in open
litters. In thefe pompous proceffions, nothing is
negletled, and as the expert general, who mar-
Joals bis army, in a proper ordbr of battle,
Places bis beavy infantry in the front line, bis
light infantry in the fecond line, and bis bow-
men in the rear, fo the mafier of the ceremonies,
bearing a wand in bis band, fingles out all thofe
who are to bave the bonour of walking before
the triumphal car, and conflantly obliges the

black troop of cooks, fcullions, &Ec. to fall back [

into the binder ranks. Thefe, again, are fol-
lowed by the remaining number of footmen, and
by the Commenfales: the proceffion is then clofed
by the eunuchs, a deformed multitude, who
teach us to execrate the memory of Semiramis,
that barbarous queen, who, firft violating the
laws
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laws of natare, filled this tender, but impra
_dent mother, with regret, for baving too early
Joewn, in the gencrations which were fearce
begun, the bope of future generations. In fuch
6 fate of manners, it will eafily be fuppofed,
that the few boules, in which the feiences were
Sformerly cultivated, are now only the receptacies
of wain and frivolous pleafures : fo- that in the
place of orators, and philofophers, nothing. is
beard from morning till night, except the found
of flutes, ond 1he airs of the muficians. As to
the libraries, they are more [but up and more
abandoned than the [epulchres: dances, accom-
panied by wind infiruments axe [ubflituted in their
room: nay, to f8 [bameful a length bave thefe
© indignities beem carried, that when the famine
bad rendered it neceffary, to fend all foreigners
out of the tity, the law was rigoroufly put in
- execution again} every one of thofe ufeful men,
who were the infirufiors in liberal arts ; whilf
osimics, flage players, and even tbree thoufand
Jemale dancers, with their whole band of mu-
Jicians and fikgers, were fufferéd to remain
awithin the capital. Wherefoever you turn your
eves, you will, ulfo, perceive the women painted,
énd ridicyloufly dreffed ; thefe tire you more by
their eontinual dancing, than they fatigne thems
» Jelves;
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- felvess and thefe, kad they been married tq
boneft men, might bave fupplied the fate with
an ufeful army of citizens. - Rome was once
@ fure. afylum to every indsvidual, vbo intros
" duced the arts and induftry ; but mow, & foolifh
ond unaccountable wvanity eficems every thing
vile, and abjelt, which comes from beyowd the
Pomarium. Imuf, bowever, exieps the we
wiarried men, and fuch as bave o heirs. Thefe
_are lvaden with refpelt and complaifance; al-
though anotber [elfifh refinement makes ys avoid
even the tendereff duties of bumanity; for the
moft terrible difeafes, raging within this capital
of the world, bave occafioned a firic? probibition

" of .the leaf communication with thofe unbappy
wretches, who are infelled with them : and it
is now cnflomary, mot only to think it fufficient,
if fome domeftics be [ent to thefe perfons, to en-
quire of them any particular news, but to oblige
sbe meffenger to go tl»raugb long ablutions before
be can be admitteds; to- delx'a’er the anfwer.
How delicate tbt/) me!i are! artd yet, if you in-
vite them to a feaﬁ, or. vﬂer "fhem money, they

- will run for you, even'ts Spoletum. ~Suck are
the manners of the nobility: as to the common
péople, they generally Jpend the night in drinking
.bva_/é.r, or evem in the theatres, under thofe
booths,
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booths, the invention of which we owe to Ca-
tulus, who fir}t introduced at Rome thefe far-
Jetched commodities, which might better. bave
become Capua, than the city of Romulus. Mul-
titudes areintoxicated with a paffion for gaming.
Otbhers expofe themfelves, during whole days,
20 the beat, and the rain, to be the umpires
‘among} the charioteers, and decide on the events
of the Circus. Amidft fuch frivolous engagements,
is it poffible that the Romans can ever be reafon-

ably employed 2 &e. Ee. ‘

Exp oF THE FirsT VOLUME.
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TO THE
FIRST VOLUME,

L A. .

Abraham introduced in panegyrics on kings, istrodue- -
ti”, 18. .

Adrian, his dreadful perfecution of the Jews, 255.

ZEmilius, Paulus, his free addrefs to the Romans, 1’;

» 6. Introduces a tafte for the arts amongft the
Romans, nete 4, 168. Upbraids the inadtive
citizens, 176. ' .

* ZEgyptian monarchy, its advantages, 31.

JEgyptians, their net revenue confiderable; ¢4, Im-

. Inoderate fuperfluity of theit priefts, 54. .

Agriculture, fhould be the firft obje& of legiflations,
126. From its ftate, a jndﬁment may be form-

" ed of the condition of mankind, 271. A con-
ftituent part of Egypt, Phxnicia, and, at length,
of Greece, 272.

Aguillon, dutchefs of, orders the papers of cardinal de

. Richelieu to be revifed, 211.

Alcibiades defeats the Spartans, zote s, 70.

_ Alberoni, his political teftament, notea, 211.

~ 'Alexander the Great, his conquefts a fighal of depra-

vation to mankind, 214, 215, 216. His fur- -

viving generals compared to rats, 216,

‘Alcidamas, his fine fentiment concerning flavery,

note p. 108. .
‘ L7 Ambrofius
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Ambrofius convinces Theodofius how fuperior a bithop
was to an emperor, 388. mote y, 390.

Andrologia, what, 143.

Antiochus, his charaéter, 175.

Anthony, his cruelties, 235.

Aquileius not daring to.encounter his enemies, poifons
the fprings of their provinces, 228.

Arbogaftes caufes Valentinian to be firangled, and
falutés Eugenius emperor, 389.

Ariofto, 35, or

Ariftides, his chara&er accurately marked, 63.

Ariftotle on republics quoted, mote ¢, imtrodudion.
Falfely commends the laws of the Carthagini-
ans, 101. His abfurd fentiments concerning
flavery, 106. '

Arnobius obferves thet no chrifian altars were ere@ed
in the third century, note ¢, 306; Denies the
creation of man, &c. 329. His fine defeription
of the baleful effe&s of controverfy, mose 4, 344.
His féafonable boldnefs, modefty, and caution,

©o 346

. Afdrubal leads on his fuccours, 164, Is defeated by
Livius, 76id. Remarks on this event, ibid.

Athens rifes on the ruins of barbarifm, 64. - Its

‘ vernment corrupt, 86. Abfurdly mixed with
. ariftocracy, and democracy, 87. Its wretched
militia, g8. - ’

Athenians defcribed, ‘66. The vices in their cha-

' ralter, ibid. o

" Athlete, the dangers to which they were expofed, sase i,
91. Of fervice to {culptors, ibid. )

Attalus, and his fon, kings of fertune, 172,

Auguftin, Saint, his refloétion on the wars.which were
fyppofed neceflary to the aggrandizement of the
Romans, motei, 199. Quotes, from Varro, a
beautiful definition of theology, 288. An ad-
vacate for Platonifm, sote ¢, 325. His elegant
treatife proving that the kingdom of God is not
manifefted in this world, 37¢..

Auguftus, ’
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Aupuftus, his beneficence did not erafe the remembrance
of his cruelty, 238. Perplexed about the re-
formation of the fenate, 243, Sets apart fix
hundred flaves to aflift in extinguithing fires;

- “'mote ¢, 245. Curtails the diftributions of corn,

< - and why, mote @, 250. A -pacific prince, 251:

His fituationi not to be judged of from the works
.. . of contemporary poets, z52. His artful con-

©L . du&, 353,

Aufpices, who had the privilege .of taking them,
note ":_zoo. B

Author, the fatisfation he muft feel at being near &
man of genius, 144. . R

B.

Barbarians, remarks on their inundation, 263. Difs

ficulty of aftertaining from whence they came

285, &fc. - Accounts of their numbers dark an

contradi®tory, 268. ¢J¢. Accuflomed to tran:

fport themfelves from one country, to anothe

. country, 2z70o. Their fingular fituation, 274.

. . Why they may be faid to have conquered the

..~ Roman empire, before they attacked it, 274,

.. 275+ . Sources of their invafions; iéid. . Dread-

. ful calamities attending them, 276. Their

gods,’,zgg. Their.contempt for the Romans,

" and their religion, 299. Their invafions give

the finithing ftroke to tge deftruction of aptient

opimions, 300. Turn their thoughts towards &

neceflary legiflation, 413. ..

* Batnsbas, Saint, his abfurd, and indecent explanatioi
! <I>f fome fcripture. paffages, note J, 316,

Bafnage endeavours to weaken the credibility of the

" miracle retarding the works undertaken to ac- .

complith the rebuilding _of the temple of. Je~

rufalem, note dy 4o1,”- ~ .. IR

Beau, Mr. le, palliates the barbarity of Conftanting,
35 Lo

Beaufort, Mr. de, his remarks on the uncertainty of

~ the Roman hiftery, appendix, 7. . . S

Bebius maffacres five hundred and fifty Etolians, 228.

LA *2 2 Belles
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Belles lettres generally ufed as an Englith exprefiios,

mote %, 77 .

Bellifle, Marfhal_de, his political teftament, note a, 211.

Bible, Vaulgate, why written in bad Latin, more i, 311,

Bingham, in what inftance he fuppofes the word Jew

o to mean Chriftian, wote x, 304. ‘

Bos, abbé du, his remarks on the taxes which the Ro-

man cmperors levied from their fubjedts, and

.. particularly the Gauls, zote £,” 249..

Bofnia, why it enjoyed a kind of liberty, 219,

Bournonville, duke de, 3560 .

Brennus, 137. ’

. C.

Ciefar, Julivs, kis devaftations, 233. °

Camaldulians, the feverity of their order, nose p, 67.

Carthage deftroyed, 230. , >

Carthaginians, their fituation, 100. Their infatiable

: avarice, 101. ‘Their jealous, and cruel fyftem
- .of politics, ibid. Their {uperftitious, and atro-
«ious religion, i4id. Their power compared tp
the power of the Englith in America, 155.
Caffius, Caius, votes for the execution of four hundred
flaves, becaufe only one had committed marder,
note.gs 245. . o

Cayenne, negroes of, allowed one day in fourteen for

' their private labour, 6o. .

Cicero gives the preference to the Greek lan; .

A %Vould be attonithed were he to f:?:%:’c ge

., Latin tongue ‘more admired 'than the Greek
" " vengue, #did. ' (pro Murera,) Cenfures dancing,
s dix, 8. C .

Cinna, his cruelties, 234. ‘

Chatellur, Chevalier de, fhort account of, the incon-
‘veniencies: ‘dttending the publication of his
“work, 18. His correction of fome conclufions -

. drawn from a paflage in Livy, appendix, 19.

- Chalcedonian council curbs the infolence of the monks,

410. ' :

Chln&;



! 1 N D E X
Chance, its great weight in . _all human aﬂ’am. 133
What are the inftances of it, ibid. - .

Chevrier writes the polmcal teﬁament of Bellifle, nm a,
211.

Children pafs their ecarlieft year.s ir a ﬁate of- bamﬂx-
ment from their parents, introdadion, nmote b, 15.

China, antiquity, wifdom, and ﬁablhty of m govern-
ment, zote d, introdultion, 23.

Chnlhans more acceptable to the Barbarians than-the
Romans were, 300. In thetime of the Romahs
confounded with the Jews, 303, 304.. Theig
different names, 3o4, 305. Their opinions
fcarcely mentioned till the time of Conﬁantme,
306. Their union with Judaifm,

‘ groachcd by the lieathens for their cianty and

umility, note i, 310. en, entirely fepa-
rated {rom the Jews, 313. Simplicity of their
doétrine, 'and mildnefs of their moral fyftem,
;} Form of their affemblies, morz #, 319.

heir ceremomes, ibid. Thc abufes which at
length crept into them, nore 5, 322, Led away
by a fpirit of difcaffion, 322. Some of them
violent Platonifts, sote g, 324, Platonic Chrifti-
ans, and Chrifian Platonifts, 326. Proofs of
their not having had, at one period, any vifible -
chief, whofe authority was acknowledged, zoze x,
? 30, &¢c. Their learned produitions fortunate-
y for pofterity preferved, 332. Refift the feizure
of their books with unfhaken refolution, 333.
Anathematize the Traditores, 333. Their re-
putation derives a luftre from perfecution, 334.
Their fhameful difputes, cabals, and fchifms,
341. 377. Their perfecutions, from the Nicene
council, to the ediét of Nantes, 386.. lmagined
that they faw crofles every where, mote g, 405.

Clmihamty, its firft apppearance, 278. Enquiry into
its .influence over the hapimeﬁ of mankind,

280, &Jc. The penod at which it began to ex-

tend itfelf, 299.  The fpirit of alms-giving
greatly facilitates its progrefs, mote i, 310. Phi-
lofophers become attached to it, 319. Where-

fore, ibid. How affeted by. the defruétion of

- ®a 3 Jerue

.
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Jerufalem, motem, 319. Is. zmwungly extend-
ed, 334, Y. Situation of affairs at the be-
ing of its fourth centuyy, 336, e Ac-
Emrcs, in fpite of obftacles; fre vigour, 344.
mmg the rulmi:ehglon is, in its tarn, 1n-

: 46. two divifions of its-de-
fendcrs de&nbed, 374,

Ch;yfaxg;um, barharous methods of collcéhng thiy
tax, 360.

Circoncelliones defcribed, appendix, 13. P

Claudins, no great appearance of war, d\mng his

L. TEign, 354, - -

Clement, Saint, contents of his letter wn‘tten before

’ the conquett of Jerufalem, 308. -

Clogca- magna, reafons why it was nnde;’tqken, and ex~
ecuted, 59. )

Cogles Horatius, 1 37 Hu ftory involvedin doubts,
and cantcaditions, eppeadix, 7. . =

Colbert, pohdcal teftament, note ay 21 z.

Colman, Mr. noté’ :, 265. o

Colonies,  thie origin of them, 57,

Capnoiffeur, referred ta, mote d; 168. - .

Conﬁannne, his yoath and accomplifhments; 3 38 His

: firft exploits, 339. Confidered, notwithftand-

ing his vices, as' an oracle, in all matters re-

lating to doftrine, 344. Rewards this adulat-

on, 345. Hfues edi&t ag}unﬁ: the heretics,

347. Inceffantly changes his religious tenets,

sbid. Forgets to be baptized, xhd he account

of his baptifim, appendix; 14. 1 he may be

- faid to have infulted over his own ny, 348.

The obje&s to which he confecrjted hrs reign,

348. His cmelty to the Germans, '3 Oc-
cafions the death of an inhocent eunu ?1
Orders his father-in-law to beexocuted

« His barbarity to Cafar Valens, Czfar Marum-

. anus, and Licinius, 352. Puts his wife and

" fon to death, 353.. Suffers Zopater to be ex-

ecuted, 354. Hislaw relative to the enfran-

“¢hifement of flaves, 357. Revokes the /ex Pap-

dia, Pappxa, 359. Encourages celibacy, 360.

More
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More difgofting to the Romans thar Neto wasy
362. H.ls error in remeving ‘the metropolis of
the empire, ibid. . His tyranmeul Jaw- agaiuld
thofe who had no houfes &t Cpnﬂumple, 363.
Orders the horofcope of Conftantinople to be
caft, ibid. Confults the aftrologers, 364. Dif-
' puted whether -he was an. hypocrite, or’ an en-
thofiaft, jbid. His inconfiftent behaviour in the
cafe of Alexander, and Arids, note m, 369.
abfurd dpplication of fame lines from Virgil to
the nativity, &c. of Jefus: Chrift, 370, 371.
Infulted during his- tnumphal entry into-Roe,-
4]7. Lo
- Qonftantins,. opcns lns reign. mt.h the murder of his
uncle and coufin, 378. At oace a bloedy per-
fecator and an ignorant conciliator, ibid. His
cruelty and jealoufy, ibid. &Je,.
Confubftantiality,. fatal difputes concetfiing tlie idea of
the. word, »ote s, 382.

Cohfemplutxon, one inftrument of human reafon, 140,

. Corcyrians; their barbarity to prifoners not born:in
’ Greece, notey, 77.

Coriolanus, the mother of, 137:

Corinth deftroyed, 230,

Corre&tions of the paffages in - Fehcxté publique, d
appendiz, 16,

Creefus, his. mingled lot of good and ill fortune, 34.

Crevier, Mr, wonders from whence nineteen thonfand
criminals can'be colle@ed, ‘note z, 257. An-
fwered, ibid. His obfervatmn on chriftian
churches, 306. Palliates the barbarity of. Con-
ftantine, 350«

- Criminals, nineteen thonfand doomed to death at one
time, mote %, 2§7.
Crofs, luminous, account of, 405.
Curiales, who, note /, 359.
Curiofi, who, note p, 378.
Cyneas, (a new) his addreffes to the Romans, 220,
.221, 222, 223, 224, 225. i
Cynic faccnouﬂy told to change his maxim, 4z. -
*a 4 Cypuan,
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Cyprian, 8Saint, his abfurd obfervations on the cop.
fegration of the wine, xote /, 315.
 Cyrus at m' inft Creefus, 34. Subdues Afia, and
foun ﬂnPwm emy?r'e, 35- '
! Dv ‘
Dalmatia, why it enjoyed a kind of liberty, 21g.
Darius, his chara&er accurately marked, 63.
Demofthenes, his true pictures of the manners of his
country, 87.
Denmark, revolution of, 297. :
Dioclefian defpifes 2 crown when mott worthy of it, 337,

Piodorus Siculus his account of the long peace enjoyed
by the Egyptian monarchy, one of the moft
* incontrovertible teftimonies of his writings, 29.
His obfervations on the formal reftri®ions to
which the kings of Egypt were fubje&t in the
employment of their time, notee, 30. His ac-
count of the inhabitants of Egypt contradioe
1y, mote iy §4. (See alfo appendix, 1.) Not al-
ways fcrupulous in his choice of materials, 10z,

Dion; his abfurd account of the phantoms, intimi-
dating the workmen who e dividing the
lithmus of Corinth, 406. .

Pionyfius Halicarnaffius, his account of the inhabi-
tante of Rome under Tarquin, note m,” 59. His
teftimenies rejected, or embraced, as they prove’
convenient, by the modern critics, 116, 117,
Commends the wifdom of the Romans who fixed
no particular time for the ¢mancipation of
‘children from patgrnal authority, note m, 189.

Pivinities of all forts adored, 290.

Runi, Mr. feems to.have thought it impoflible to re.
prefept the Romans in too difgraceful a light,
note ¢, 113. ' '

Pu Tens, Mr. xote 5, 248. Some ,accountof. An ad-
vogate for the antients, appendix, 21,

_ E. _

Parth, the cultivation of it prevents contagions, mote s
195
93 Ebionites,
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Ebionites, who, 309.

Ecclefiafticdl writers, ancient; the obl:gamona -which
they have conferred on the Chriftian world, 3 32.

Ecletics defcribed, appendix, 9 ,

Edi&, an humorous one, ne o, 244 A ndu:ulouc»
one, motet, 385. .

Education, ridiculous qneﬂon concerning''the
‘priety of leaving it in.the hands of jeﬁuts, or
Francifcans, sot¢ a, 211.

Eleufinian myfteries, their firft trath, 284.

Emperors, Roman, their miferable fate, note a, 261,

Empires, ohfervation on their rife and fall, note ¢, 265+

Emigrations, frequent, examples of the calamities im
which they involved mankmd, moie &y 277.

Epidairus, the God of, 295.

Equites ante figna eveti, who, sote % 146.

Erfe language, a queftion concernmg the poems in xt,
note by go. i

Efqmmaux, introduition, 9.

Etollans hated and difcredited, 172. Five buudred
and fifty maflacred by command of Bebius, 228,

Eugenius, an obfcure wretch faluted with the ntle of

- ‘emperor, mote x, 389. -

. Eumenes, and hjs father, kmgs of fortune, x7z.

Eufcbms mpentions the abfence of the bxﬂ:op of Rome -
from the Nicene council, note », 333. :His in-

nuous account of the diffenfions zmonglt the -
ghn{hans, note dy 343. Takes no notice of the
murder of Crifpus, the fon of Couﬁannng. ,

wote gy 353
xperiment, one infruent of human rcafon, 140.
- F.
Fabius ufually confidered 2 one of the greatcﬁ ge-
» nerals of antiquity, 160,
Fakirs, defcribed, nore ¢, 68.
Fenelon, -36. '
Fenquieres, Mr. de, account of. - His memoirs, note a,

39t ' N
Financiers,
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Financiers, remarks on, note n, 243. - - o
,» fhoet aeeomnt of, qpadxx. 10. lh eccleﬁ—
. aihcal hiftory, idid, ,
Flora, account given of - hee hy La&almns, 294. :
Fqlard. Chevalier, - refutes the account of the taking of
" Veii, by Camillus, note g, ‘352, . His jait com-
. pliment to Turepney ngte 4, 356. . :
Fontenelle; bis fine abndgmm of Vandalea dlﬂ'crtau-
" ony, appendix, 1Qv;: .. -
France, not more thawm a. lluhdtdlh part of. hu in-
habitants tharers in the dangers of war, gg. .
Franks, fruxtlefs attempt to ﬁx them in a colon ute &
.~ "z77. Commit their ufual alts of plun er, ibid.
he Are deftroyed by forcé bf arms, ibid.
Fraud,: pious, why the wor{l of all faLﬁtles, 341. .
Freinfhemius, his exp]anatmn of nationes,. 24.6.

Fqnun Camillus takes Veu, 1 go. Tlus accoun.t re-
“fated," motea; 1y ¢

G.

Galba, .orders a general m"ad'acre. aftcx a pretcnded
peace, 228, ¢

Gauls, almoft conﬁantly tn,umph over ‘the Romans, 150

Gedinians, fruitlefs attempt to, fix them - in a colony,
note ¢, 277. Commit their ufual aéts of plunder,
‘#6éd. -are deftroyed by force of arms, ibid.

Gelais, his favorable account 'of the rcxgn of Lewzs
- the twelfth of Francc, note 0, 412, °

Gentfis quoted, nore J,’ 312,
Ghotfts, ftaries of, inveated, hy ‘the lazy, note b,. 407.

Glabrio; Acilius, becomes a jcw, note # 304 Ac"
cufed of atheifin,, ibid.

Glory, under what circum{tances the word might have
. remained unknown, i26. -

Gloucefter, bithop of, his divine legation referred to,
note I, 313. Attacks Bafnage. for having en-
deavoured to weaken the credibility ‘of ‘the mi-
racle retarding the works undertaken to-accom-

.. plifh the rebuildipg-ef the temple of Jerufalem,
note d, 401.
: Gnoftics
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Gnoﬁxm &efcnbed Qﬂldlx, Ho

Govemment, great advantages of one lbdgea in 8 fe-.

- prefentarive. body, §7, ¢8. - S e

Greece;' ‘an obje& of general admuation 64; '!'ho
pecaliar excsllence -of it 'lAngungo, 94. Ab-

.. +Jurdly negle®ed for. the. Latin tongue, g4..« s

.. -rexalptiens, and ealamities; g6. A theatre of

s bload revoluuons, 100. Peopled by Afiatigy

. éypuan “colonies, 128.. T :cccptaclc of

ods, 290.

G:ccks maffacred by the, Spartans, 75 Strangw- iny
general to humamty, 76. " Severity of their de-
crees and articles of war, i4id. ‘Their philo-
fophy and politics enqyired into, 79. Engage
in wars on a religious account, mote ¢, 80,

“Fheir’ extravagant fuperftition, 8o. "Fheir im-
perfec knowledge of politics, 81. Inftances.uf
1t, 8z. Enquiry igta the flate of their elo-
Fueqcc, painting, and archite@ure, 8g. . Thein

' culpture, gI1. Their barbarity at Argos, noze 4,

¢ 6. Are enfnared by the¢ Romans, 173, 174.

© “Their’ frequent and bloody diffenfions, 227.

; Blufhed at thé meannefs of their own origin, 287,

Gyhppns, 'his villainous’ thcft.wt-By what mens dif-
covered, ote x, 73 . i
3

N v‘i] Tk »H-‘-; : - IR "'

Hinnibal defeats the Romans, 159. Extravagante of
hisplan, 160. - His long, taberious, loathfome:
_expedition, 161. The canfes. of his fuceafs,
ibid. Not to be juftified, ibid. His credit at;
Carthagc limited to a faction, "162. - His fu-
periority of genius; 163. Unjuftly blamed for

~ placing the mercenariés in the front rank, 167.
Helen, the mifchiefs fhe occafiongd—her proftitution—

.. difgraceful exit, mote ¢, 221.

Herodoms, his account of the loag: peace en_yqyed by
the’ Egypnan monarchy, one of the moit. incon-
trovertible teftimonies of his writings, 29. An
admirer of the ancient Perfiacs, note g, 37.

Hiero, what might have happened had his life been
prolongef, 158.
» Hiftory,
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| Hiftory, when unfit to be perufed by princes, and young

_perfons, 75.

Holland excellent advantages of its govmment, 88..

Homer, 3 maker of the firft rank, 287. Two of hjs

verfes decide a conteft, 288.

Humanity, rewards | gwcn during the laft war to encou-
rage the foldiers in the praice of it, motee, 279.

Hume, Mr. thinks the gccount given by Diodorus Sicu-
lus, of Egypt, contradiétory, mote i, 54. His
obfervations on Polytheifm, 285.

Hypocnfy can fcarcely be. camcd on to 2 vmlent de-
gree, 367,

J. &L g
]acob introduced in panegynCs on kings, mfrodzqu, 18.
James the firft of England, his obfervznon, 296
Jammaboes defcribed, mote r; '68.

]cws, dreadfuol perfecution of them under’ 'Tra_;an, and

 Adrian, 255, Their fhocking barbarity, note y,:

255. In the times of the Romans confouded

thh the chnﬂmns, 303. Their numbers and

eftablifhments, 3i7.” Some of them i ignorant of

--the name of Chrift, 318. Abufcd not cnly by
heathens, bat by chriftians, #id.

1liad, remarks on the fentiments i it, xote 4, go.

" Tlotes defirayed at huating matches by che Spartans, 74«

~

Jofephus doubts fome particular miracles,  $02. .

Ifaac intreduced in paucgyncs on kmgs, mtroduﬂmr, 18.

Ithmian games, 290. '

Julian, his name alone fuﬂicxent to revive endlefs dif-
putes, 393. His barbarity, 396. The fervile
imitation 1n his charax‘.‘tcr, ibid. Extravagantly

 applanded by Montefquieu, nore 8, 394. His
life, written by Abbé Bletterie, zhd Too ex-
travagamly cenfured by fome ecclefiaffical hifto-
rians, 397. Entere 2 cave, in order to confult
‘the demons, more o, 404. Difperfes them by

- .making the fign of the crofs, 74/d. Suppofed
. by Sozomenes to have ordered the bodies of wo-
+ men to be ripped up, that he might confult their
CQQ
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entrails, ibid. Concludes his barber ‘to be a
great lord, sote ¢, 379.

Jupiter, derivation of the word, 294.

“Fuffion, lettres de, what, mose 85 411, -

Juftin, Saint, his abfurd interpretation of a paflage.in
Genefis, mote /, 312. His firange account of
figures in fables invented hy the demons, i4id.

Suppofes the crofs to be every where reprefent-
ed, ibid. His ftrange reafon why the Pafchal

- Lamb thould be roafted, ibid. at' Plato-
nift, xote g, 324. Believes the metempfycofis, 338.
‘K.

Knowledge ‘'diffufive in the prefent age, 144+

Kruptu, what, 75.
: L.

Labarum, lnﬁory of it obfcure, 339, and uncertain,
340. Not pofitively aflented to by Eufebius,
ibid. Different accounts of it ftated by Mr. le:
Beau, ibid. Unnoticed by Origen, ibid. Not
excepted againit by the authors of the Univerfal
Hiftory, note 2, ibid.. A pious fraud, 341

LaQantius, his abfurd and indecent account of cifcum-
. cifion, sote /, 315. Quotes paffages from Mer-
curius Tnfmcglﬁus, and the books of the 8i-
byls, 327. His acconnt of the Floralia quoted,

. Appendix 8, refuted, ibid. 9.

Lamy, Mr. his opinion con¢erning John the Baptift,.
. . the two Marys, and the Pafc! %ul Lamb---the par-
ticular circamftances which occafioned his death
Appendix 11.
Laplanders, introdulZion g.
Lepidus, his craelties, 235.

Lewis the twelfth of France, lus cxcellent edx& ;m: o,
' 41z, His vertues, i4id.” Not without fome dif-

- agreeable fhades, s4id; * His chara&er drawn by

~-  Saint Gelals, 1bid. )

Licinius, his extortion from the Gauls, 247. Artfully '

- . _ offers the money to Auguftas, ibid.

L1vy, his account of the inhabitants of Rome, under
Tarquin, note m, 60. His teftimonies jejefted,
or embraced, as they prove convenient, by the

_ mo-
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:moderx critics,..116. Quoted, nofe =; p46. His
remark on the introduétion of ftatues intp Rome,
from Syracufe, »ote d, 168. :
Locke, Mr. why the wifeft of all the legxﬂators, mote f,
. 84.
. Logomachia, 78.
Aoyos, 287. 323.
Lucian, his humoarous acooust of the Sopluﬁs.. note a,
' 78- .
Lucallus pats tweaty thoufnnd citizens to the fwérd 238.
Lupines mixed with water, the food of Pictogenes,
note k, 56. -
Luxury of ignorance, why the moft detnmental, 54e

Lycurgus, a great genius, but unreafonable in’ his pro-
Y g;le s, gsrs %:Ihy the moft rafh of allathe leg?ﬂa—-
tors, mete f; 84.- Sacrificed his lifée in the at.
tempt to render his decrees immortal, ibid.

e metrical laws, 287.

Lyfmder receives bribes from the Petfians, 73.
- M.

Machiavel, for what omiffions inexcufable, and wlry,
mote b, 152. Thinks it neceflary- for the pre-
fervanon of a ftate to call it frequently bac£

lgnuaples of the conftitution, mote /,
184 Diffented from, ibid. Quoted, aotei, 199.

Mallet, Mr, writes the hiftory of Denmark—exceflent

tranflation of it into Englifh, ap;mdxx, 22.

Mallebranche, 138.

Mankmd what they are upon the earth, 126. What
in cities, ibid. C

Manlius Capitolinus did bat jaft awake in time, 137.

Magicians of Pharaoh, their miracles, note s, 302.

Marcellus brings to Rome treafures, ¢¢. from Sicily,
169.

Marcellinus, Ammianus; onlﬁanuent hiflorian - who

* records the condutt of enophilus, sereg, 231.

Q_otcd mote n, 377. His confequence in the .
-Rate—the perfpicuity of his hiftory—compared
_to Monfieur dé¢ Feuquurcs, note a, 392. Quoted

by
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by all the hiftorians -when agaiaft Paganifm,
but conftantly negleted when hazarding asy
expreffion in. vindication of the Pagans, 393.
Falfely afferted to have borne teftimony to the
" mifacle which prevented the building of the
temple of Jerufa fern, 399. His account of that
" .yndertaking, mote 4, 400. His account of the
manners of the Romans in lns time, 4,;.9, &e.

Marius, bis craelties, 234.

Mazry of England, 237.

Maxentius, his deteftable charatter, 339.

Maximus treacheronfly deceived by 'I’heodoﬁus-lns
unhappy fate, sote u, 389. -

Meenius Caius Praetor takes a lift of the po:ﬁmers in
Rome, note =, 207. -

Melito de Pafcha, 305.

Men, number of thofe who perithed in the wars.carried
on during forty-four years by the Romans,
note ¢, ‘219. How many are fuppofed to be
cither killed or wounded, in a modern pltched
battle,. note ¢, 221, ;

Menophilus, the ennuch, Rabs the daughter of Mi-
thridates, and then lumilf, note ¢, 231. Un-
noticed by any ancient writer, accpt Mar.
cellinus, #4id. . .

Mercenaries, terrible war, of the, 159, .

Meffala, Volufias, orders three hundred men to be ex-
ecuted in one day, ‘aote z, 257.

Mefinians carry on the war againft the Lacedemomans
with equal advantage, 70.

Metetlus vindicated from the reproaches thrown on him
for havin drfplayed at his triumph the ftagues

. and treafures brought from Syracufe, not y, 205

Metem fycoﬁs afferited to' by fome of the fathers, 328.

Milton, a qyotatian from his Paradife 1off, aorr », 62.

Mlllcnanans, 328.

Miracle retarding. the works unhrtaken to accomplifh
the rebuilding of the.temple of Jerufalem,. re-
marks on, 399, 400, 401, 402, 403.

. . Monarchy
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Monarchy mutt be antient to be réfpe&able; 243, '
Montecuculli, his remarkable reafon for quitting the
profeflion of a foldier, note b, 356.
Montefquieu, for what omifions inexcufable, and why,
note b, 152. Reafonts like a civilian, 157. His
little attention to the fimilarity between the
‘Roman and French nobility, note n, 242. His
* " extravagant commendation of Julian, note 8, 394.
A quotation from his Efprit des loix, 394.
Montgeron, Mr. believes in the miracles wrought 4t
the tomb of Abbé Paris—— compofes three vo-
lumes on the fubje&t —— perfecated —— dies an
énthufiaft e— Appendix 22. ‘
Morris, Corbyn, makes a colle&ion of Bills of Mor-
" tality, mote 5, 193. Thinks epidemical diftem-
pers lefs freguent in England, on account of
. theintrodution of gardening, ¥96. -
Motheim, his ecclefiaftical hiftory quoted, nore m, 319.
Mothers, the Carthaginian, deftroy their infants at
- their religious facrifices, 101. ,
Mummius, a ridiculous inflance of his ignorance,
note d, 168. 7 ‘
Murzpa reproached by Cato, in the bittereft terms, for
.. .having danced, »otca, 208, - o
M:bo;, 287. i
Myfopogon, remarks on the, 396.
. _ N

Nations, account of their eftablifhmients univerfally
defeitive, mote r, 118.
Nature, ftate of, fenfe given to this exprefion 2 mif-
taken one, intrédudtios, 16.
- Nero, why fome authors think the Romans were in-
' dempified for his barbarities, 239. Little ap~
_ pearance of war during his reign, z54. His
death brings trouble and confufion back into the
heart of Italy, 254. -
Ninus, his cruelty and injuftice, 3z.
Nomades, who, note a, introduftion, V1.
Nnma, the mildeft of all impoftors, 293. )
: Numan»

4
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Numantians prefer death to_ﬂavery; their melancholy
fate, note e, 229.

0.
QAQ&avius, his cruelties, 233. .
Olympic games, zg0.
Olmutz, fiege of, i62.
Oracle of Delphos, 287.

Origen fuppofes that miracles may have been wronght
by magic, nete 5, 301. His rule for ditinguifh~’
ing the'miracles proceeding from Heaven, ibid.-
Refutes an obje@ion made by the heathens
againft the Chriftians, mote i, 310. Obferves’
that all the Chriftian do&rine is not comprifed

- in the Gofpel, 312. His ridiculous account of
invocations, mote /, $15. Inftanices of his ab-
furd perverfion of the Platomc philofophy, zore o,
326.

Orofius, Paulus, quoted, note m, 100, mote f, 230. Hn
cold and tirefome chronicle, 375,

Ofiris opens the firft epoch of hiftory with war, 27.

Overfeers -in the flave colonies, their barbarity, note p,
109.

Owen, Door, enquires into the ftate of the fcptuagmt _
verfion, appendix, 1%.

3

P.

Paganifm, enquiry into the meanihg of the word, 282,
&e. Defpifed by its own minifiérs, 285, But
maintaining its credit during. a length of timey
ibid.

Panathenea, 290o.

Pancratizm defcribed, mote i, g1. Of fervice to.: the
Grecian fculptors, ibid.

Pandora, her box, a complete and judicioufly aﬂ'orted
prefent, 264.

Piris, abbé, account of, miracles pretended to Have
~ been wrbaght at his ;omb apperm':xr 22

s

© Patai
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Patagoniars, introdustion, 9. -

Patricians, Roman, held moft of the dlgnmes during
the fecond Punic ‘war, 135. Their tyranny,
194. Their opulence, ufary, and fraud, 2o00.

" Paufanias, his excellence as a wrizer,i63. .. ..

Paufanias (the Lacedemonian generad} fells his’ cows-
try—how difcovered—takesrefuge in the temple.
of Minerva—his mother clofes u.p the door—he

- . is ftarved to death, note u, 72.°

Peace the firft blefling of, a'people, introduttiom, 19.

Pedanius Secundus aﬁ"aﬁna:ed by one. of his flaves,
mate gy 245.. - :

Penfiplvania, ﬁ:pdmou fur the dunoon of its laws,

Y X AR
People, praiﬁng thern for their frogality in théxr infant
© face, what Iike, note y, 206. .

Pérfians never punithed the firft crime with death, nore
38.  Decreed that parricide fhould.not be lia e
*to any penalty, . s’ they fuppofed fe 0 be art alk
of mfamty, ibid.

Perfius, an anhappy prmce, 178.

Pecer, Saint) vemiains for - long while attache&wtb!
Jews, s07. And to the ancient laws; 30g.

?etty, $ir William, his remarks on the ttanfporeation
of the inhabitants,” ahd' moveaBles of ‘Séotland,
and Ireland, into England, appendix, 1. -

Phallus, what, ngte g5: 495
Phantoms. appear; “tongimidate warkmas; 406

Phebidae the - Spaytan- ‘takes Thebes. by machery,
note ty 71.

Phenicians, their fituation, 100. e
Pililips the focondy 2340 . - . -3 AR

Philo doubts fome pamcular miracles,’ _,oz -
i’fulofopher, his obfervation on a paﬁ'agé i‘h Geneﬁs, 101,

Phormio with_twenty gallies compels forty feven Spu-

tan galhcs lo ihcc.r offy note, l.. 79
Bhyﬁocrana, 143 . . .
Pigeons
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Pigeons feek a proteQion in fociety, introduition, 6.
-Plato compares man to a repubhc, notz i, 181. His
R obfervations concernmg the excellence of _go-

vernment, 182. His method of enqumng into
the vices of a government, ibid.

‘Platonifm, at what period a fa{hmnable do&trine, 322;
Defcribed, 323.

Plutarch quoted, mote ¢, 169.

Poet, his fine obfervation on the improvements in the
art of war, note ¢, 221.

Poetry, its dcnvauon, .286. Enquiry into, xhl
Poifoners in Rome, a lit of, snore z, 207.

Political writers compared to the antient aﬁronomers,
110..

Polity, the meaning of the word, 124. The fineft ex-
amples of it found in the hillocs of ants, and
hives of bees, 125.

Pollio Vedius, an inftanee of his unfeelmg mahgmty,
note z, 258.

Polybius, his remarks on the rcpubhcs of Sparsz, and A
of Rome, note g, 86.

7 Polytheifm, what occafioned its long duration, 286
Porfenna, 137.

Pouilly, Mr. de, account of his obférvations on the
uncertainty of the Roman hiftory —attacked by
Abbé de Sallier, appendiz, 75 8, and 21.

Preconnizare, what, note ¢, 395.

Probus, his fhocking manner of waging war agamﬂ
the Barbarians, nore e, 277.

Property fhould be the leading principle of agncul-
ture, 126.

Protogenes, his fingular abftemioufnefs, note &, 56.

Prufiia, king of, once accufed of temerity, 162. What
would have been his condu&, had he been
diftator of Rome, when Hanmbal made: his en-
try into Italy, 166,

*b'a _ Pugilatus
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Pugilatus defcribed, wore i, g1. Of fervice to the
* Grecian fculptors, ibid.

Punic, firt war, detrimental to the republic, 204
Carried off two millions, 21g.

Punic, fecond war, 159.

Pyramids prove the ignorance and poverty of thofe who
aflilted in their conftruction, 43.

Q
Quadi, the fordid drefs of their embaffadors throw Va-

. lentinian into a fit of paflion, which proved
mortal, note #, 409.

R.

Regulus defeated, z04.

Republics in their decline, deplorable and contempti-
ble, 217.

Rhegium; inhabitants of, treacheroufly maffacred by
the Romans, 204.

Rhetra, note i, 287.

Richlien, cardinal, his teflament politigue, 211. Who
written by, note a, ibid. .

Rollin, Mr. errors and inconfiftencies of his ancient

hiftory, mote f,-35. His grammatical incef,

" #bid. His language highly complimented by
bithop Atterbury, ibid.

Roman emperors kept a ftatue of fortune in their
. chamber, 16g.

Romans cmployed dunng fourlcentunes in lea.mmg the
art of conquering, 110. For what réafons pof-
terity fhould admire them, 111. Their go-
vernment mixed with monarchy, ariftocracy,
and democracy, 1z2. Their firft eftablithment
defcribed, 131. The real fource of their great-
nefs, 134. ‘Their bafe fubjetion to.the tyranrty
of Tarquinius Superbus, 134. Roufed fromit
by the circumftances attending the death of
Lucretia, ébid. A fpirit of conqueft too ge-
nerally, and falfely attributed to them, 138.

W at
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What muft have been their fate, if Pyrrhus had
more vigoroufly interefted himfelf in the liberty
of Italy, 154. The treachery by which they
feize on Sardinia, 159. Shamefully defeated by
Hannibal, i4id. On what occafion the moft to
be applauded, 169. When their fortune was
moft confpicuous, 170. Not efteemed by the
Greeks, 171. Lay fnares to deprive the Greeks
of their liberty, 173, 174. One great fource
of their fuccefs, 188. The rigorous laws to
which their wives and children were fubjed,
note my, 189. Fixed no particular time for the
emancipation of children from paternal authori-
ty, #bid. Exemplary behaviour of their wives,
190. Ignorantly imagine themfelves governed
by a king, who had been dead eight days, 192.
Receive a flave for their king, i6id. Expofed
to the tyranny of the Patricians, 194. OﬁPreﬁ'ed
by the fenate, 197. Their infatiable thirft for
riches, 203." Obtain the fovereignty of Capua,
ibid. Their dreadful fituation during a revolt
in that country, #bid. Maffacre, in defiance of
the faith of treaties, all the citizens of Rhegium,
204. Plunged into new: troubles by the firft
Punic war, 204. Splendour of their fucceffes,
205. Their miferies defcribed by Tiberius, 206.
‘Their hosrible revolutions, 208. Their gloomy
fadnefs, note a, ibid. Averfion from dancing,
ibid. Their religion as ferocious as their man-
ners, zote a, 209. Buried prifoners alive, after
the battle of Cannz, in order to appeafe the
Gods, ibid.  Their intolerant {pirit extended to
literature, :bid. 210. Should have aflumed
more pacific fentiments, at the clofe of the fe-
cond Punic war, 219. Proffer liberty to the
Greeks, and then cruelly deceive them, 226. .
Treat all conquered enemies as revolted fubjeéts,
227. Thcir%arbarity to the Rhodians, 227.
Their condition under Auguftus, 238, &¢. Their
fufferings under the tyrantywho fill up the fpace
from Auguftus, to Vefpafian, 240. Admit
* ftrangers to the rank of citizens, note' m, z4a.
Their degrees of nobility, note n, 242. Their
vumbers under Auguftus, 244. Their neglect
sh 3 of

>
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ofagnculmu, li;o. Their vertges, 256. Stran-
5;"’ to trye philanthropy, ibid. Why, ibid.
. Their_empire put up at aylion, 263. Derive
sheir firft notions of religion from the Etsufcans,
292. Their great riches at the period when they
were firft attacked by the Barbarians, 417.
Romauld, Saint, inftitutes the order of Camaldnlxans,
note P, 674
. Romulus, acéount of, 131, 186. His fenfible and hu-
mane reﬁn&lon of a law, permitting the de-
firu@tion of deformed children, mote m, 189,
Confults the flight of birds, zote m, 292.
Rouflean, Mr. his opinion of a government lodged in
a reprefentative body, g7. Diffented from, i5id.
Rufus, ZEgnatius, extingnithed a fire by the affitance
of his own flaves, mote ¢, 245.
Ruga, Cayvilius, the firft who repudiated his wife—s
defpifed on that account, note m, 190,

Ruﬁans fill preferve their idols, note g, 28, )
. S8,

$acrifices, the fatal confequences of makmg too great
ones to princes, 252. .

allier, Abbé, differs from Mr. de Pouilly on the fub-

- jet of the uncertainty of the Roman hiftory,
appendix, 8.

' Salluft quoted, nore ¢, 82, A confeflion from him not

: greatly to the advantage of the Romans, as
waruors, note %, 150. .

Samnites hold out a forty years war agamil the Romans,
150.

Sardana alus too feverely cenfured by ancient and mo-
Iem wrltcrs, 34

Scipio, his celebrated diverfion, 166. Chara&er, 167,

168, Tarnithes his exalted reputation by his -

cruelty to the Numantians, 229. Orders the
hands of four hundred youths to ge cut off, ibid.

Scythians, Cimmerian, attack the Medes, 34.-

Sejanas,
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Sejanus, the firft difturber .under. Tiberius.of the pubs
lic happinefs, 239.

Seide, a .charaer in the mahomet of Volmre, ap-
)nd:x, 20.

Semiramis, her cruelty and ambition, 32.
Sefaftris, his wars unjuft, 28.

Sibyls, their. oracles, a forgery, 327. Suppofed by
Sozomenes to have alluded to the myftery of the
redemption, 404.

Slack ‘the boxer, woze i, ge.

Slaves, three millions to every million of free Grecks,
106. Ought to be allowed more freedom in our:
coloniés, mote p, 109. Call for the attention of
the legiflature, ibid. Unpitied by their pro-
prietors, although thefe proprietors paffed for
celebrated patriots in England, i4id. God and

_nature never intended that any individual fhould
be a flave, ibid. Four hundred executed for the

. guilt of one, note g, 245. Six hundred fet’
fart by Auguftus to aflift in extinguithing fires,

7d. One ordered to be thrown to monfters for
having broken a glafs, note z, 258.

Slavery of antient times muft have rendered the con-
dition of humanity more deplorable than it can
poflibly be at prefent, 10z, 103, 104. Who
were reduced to it, :4id. Their great numbers,
ibid. Shocking proftitution to which their fe- .

" male_flaves were forced to fubmit, 104. Re-
marks on the flavery of the modern times, iog,
106.

Society, ftate of, fenfe given to this expreﬂion, a mif-
taken one, 16.

Socrates boafts of his influence over phllofophy,
note by 79.

Sozomenes mentions the abfence of Julius from the Ni-
‘cene council, nore x, 331. His childifh ftory of

Julian, nate e, 404. Suppofes the Sibyls to have
alluded to the myftery of the redemption, 404.

Sparta oppofes Greece, 65. Proteéts Diopyfius the ty-
rant-againft the people of Syracufe, nore ¢, 82.

b4 Spartans
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Spartans yecommended by writers on morality, intro~
duttion, 18. Defcribed, 66. Are defeated by

... Alcibiades, mote #, 70. Forty-feven of their
allies are compelled to fheer off by twenty gal-

fies under Phormio the Atherian, i4i4. Def:aty

ed at’Leufra, ibid. Defeated at Mantinea,

#bid. Send embafladors to the Athenians to fue

for peace, ibid. Caufes of their fuccefs during

. the Peloponnefian war, i4/d. Inftances of their
injuftice, ibid. Hunt and dettroy the llotes, 75.

Spearman, Mr. His letters on the feptuagint referred
to, mote I, 313.

Starlings feek a protection in fociety, imtrodultien, 6.

‘States, the goals to which they dire& their courfe, 84.

Statues of tyrants, heads of them only, altered for ex-
. pedition, and to fave the expence of new ones,
note b, 217.
Strabo reafons like a geographer, mote ¢, 157.

Subje&, an enquiry into his fituation, as it may bear
fome relation to the prince, in cafes where the
~weight of taxes prefles on the firft, 44.

Suetonius, his reafon why Auguftus curtailed the diftri-

* bution of corn, note #, 250. Produces an in-
ftance to prave that the Jews were confounded
with the Chriflians, 304. Quoted, (wit. Au~
gufti,) appendix, 8. '

Switzerland, excellent advantages of its gavernment, §8,

Sylla, his cruelties, 235.

T,

Tacitus quoted, 226, 233, 245, 246, 248, 254. Speaks
’ of the Chriftians as fectaries ifluing from Judza,
304. Quoted, note b, 354.

Tartars accuftomed to wander frorh place to place, 271,

Telemachus, 35.

Tertullian believed the foul and even God to be ma-
terial, 328. Msthod after which, in cafes of

herefy, he advifes a recourfe to the traditions of
the church, note x, 331

Thebes
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Thebes taken treacheroufly by Phebidas the Spartan,
Hore 'ty T1s e
Themiftocles, his charaler accurately marked, ‘63,
Theodofius, his excéflive indolence, 388. His trea-
chery to Maximus, mofe », .389. Convinced by
. Ambrofius, how fuperior a bifhop was to an em=
peror, 388, 390. John the folitary, and Jobm
the evangelift appear to him, under the form of
the Diofcuri, 3g9o. His cruelty at Theflalo-
~ nica, ibid., | ,
Theology, a beautiful definition of it, 288.
Therapeutz defcribed, appendix, 10.
‘Thefeus, his charaer, 64.
Theflalonica, maffacre of, notey, 391.

Thucydides, his excellence as a writer, 63. His true
piture of the manners of his country, 87.
‘Tib:rius defcribes the miferies of the Roman citizens,
_206. Inferior to his predeceflor, 239. For
fome time practifes his leflons, iéid. Mifled by
Sejanus, ibid. On what occafions free from fu-
perftition, 299. :
Titus fhewn only as an eternal example, 255,
Traditores anathematized by the Chriftians, 333.
Trajan, his dreadful perfecution of the Jews, 255.

diftarbs the peace of the Romans by a pafiion
for war, 256, :

Tranfylvania, why it, enjoyed a kind of liberty, 219.‘

Tullius Servius, a celeftial flame afferted to have de-
fcended on his cradle, 145.

Turenne, why a great general, note b, 356.
V.

Valens treacheronfly puts to dcatﬁ an Armenian ki.ﬁg,
nate ¢, 379., Shocking effecs of his fuperftition,
ibid. Deftroyed by the Goths, #ote £, 410.

Valentinian deftroys all the Goths in the provinces of
"~ the empire, by an a& of 'treachcry, mote ¢, 379-

Is firangled by order of Arbogaites, zote x, 389.
Valerian
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Valerian law, 185, :
Vandale, Anthony, his dxﬂ'ertanon oe- tbe mclcs of*
the heathens, Rppendix; 1§»
Va.ndals fruitlefs attemﬂt to fix them in acolox)y, note &
277. Comumit their ulbal ats of plandgr, ibia.
Varra, his beantiful defivition of theology, 288.

Veii, long Gege of, 137. A fufpicions refemblance be-
tween the account of this ﬁege, and the ﬁegc of
Troy, 150.

Velleius Paterculus quoted, sote b, 232, note l, 235.

Vefpafian eftablithes peace in the _empire, 254. Hor-

rible effeéts: during his reign of ambition and
fanaticifm, 255.

Vico, Giam-Baptifta feems to bave t.honght nxmpoﬁibh
. to reprefent the Romans in too difgraceful a
light, note g, 113.

‘Vifory never can reftare what the orphans and widows
lofe, 205.

Vine, miraculous account of one, w;

Viriatus, who, affaflinated, not g, 251. ]

Underftanding, human, its progrefs, 78, 141. .

Vaulture, dreaded by every other bird, &e. introdus. 6.

o ' w. '

Walpole, Mr. Horace, queted, appendix, 1.

War, enquiry into the art of it amongft’ the Romans,
-136, 145, metew. Not improved by the Romans
until after great and frequent. pifcondu, and
much bad fuccefs, 145. Occafions ferocity of
manuers, introdullion, 19. Its different caufes,
ibid. 20.

War of the flaves attended by the lofs of one million -
of men, 232.
Weed near the Nile more durable than the pyramids,
appendix, 1 )
‘Whartan, Mr. note ¢, 265
Writer of imagination; how. capnvated by an idea,
© o mate g, 116
\?VoxldA
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World, magnificent objets which its hiftory prcfénta
to us. ‘

“X.

Xenophon, an admirer of the ancient Perfians, nore &
37. His excellence as a writer, 63. '

Xerxes, his chara&ter accurately marked, 63.

Xiphilinus, his fhocking account of the revolt of the
Jews, notey, 255. '

Z.

Zoology, .what, 141. .

Zopater falls a facrifice to the barbarity of Conftantine,
354- .

Zofimus, neither an elegant, nor a judicious hiftorian,
387. Fruitlefs efforts to deftroy- his works, i4id.
Gives no favour to Theodofius, 388. His ac-
count of the monks, mote 2, 391,

CORRECTIONS






CORRECTIONS IN THE FIRST VOLUME. '

‘m'rkonucrion. .
Page 17. note (¢) 1. 5. inftead of “«Amb-n” read
TONIG 2578, :
Page 18. 1. 12. inftead of “* prefctibed” read profcnbed. :
Page z1. L. 6. inftead of ““on the other,” read on the
other hand. .
. Page 22. L. 16. inftead of e at another,” read at ano-
ther time.

Secrion L
Page 35. 1. 4. inftead of “on the other,” read on the
other hand.
. note (f) L. 5. mﬁead of "cyropzdxa,” read
Cyrbpzdra
cebberiesnan L. 16. mﬁead of s he goes farther,”
read he goes farthers = . ,
cesenenn . L. 17. inftead of ¢ held” read holdcn.
RO ) 38.. inftead of- "logeﬁt"» read |
logeou :
cecerdenne . L 39. inftead of Romxfh," read
" Roman.
Page 41. L. zo. inflead of ¢ than that” read than that
fpeculation.
Page 42. . 5. inftead of «hath been” ‘read have becn.
Page 53. 1. 20. inftead of ¢“of ftate’’ read of the ftate.
Page 58. 1. 21. inftead of *of another,” read of ano-
. er convenience.
Page 6o. note (m) 1. 5. inftead of Hahcamaﬁ'eus,"
read Halicarnaffius.
Page 61. 1. 2. inftead of * mignificence,” read magni-
ficence. .
Page 67. 1. 17. erafe *of.”
- Page 71.1. 27. inftead of ¢ Lacedemonions,” xtad La-
onians,
Page g3. 1. 1g. inftead of ¢ forbode” read forebode.
Page g7. 1. 17. inftead of “¢ where as” read whereas,
Page 100. note (m) L. 1. inftead of ¢ noftributa™ read
nos tributa,
Page 108. 1. 6. inftead of ¢ to eftimate, we hnvc,” read
toeftimate. We have.
Page 111. L. 11. inftead of ¢ policy” read pohty.
Page 119. 1. 5. inftead of “*Froeffart,” read Froifart,
Page 127. L. 5. inftead of *‘ agragarian,” read agrarian.
Page 150. note (x) laft line, inftead of ‘¢ Romanis,”
. read Romanos.
Page 15.1. 1. 6. inftead of “¢attached”” read attacked. -



CORRECTIONS IN THE FIRST VOLUME,
Page 152. 1. 12. inflead of. < their” read thefe.
Pagp 158 l.-a4 read whilft. .

. . L. 25. inftead of ¢had,” read hathgamed.
Pagt r61 I. 16. inftead of * Sicinum’” read Ticinem.
Page 164. 1. 23. inftead of *‘ heighth” read height.
Page 16g. 1. 22. inftead of *¢ refulerint,” read retulerint,
Page }9:. 1. 8."inftead of “corns” read corn.

. 1. 13, erafe the mark of interrogation.

Page 193- L 3. read fatisfalion.
Page z00. 1. z1. inftead of *rank magﬂlracy.” read

rank, nragifiracy. .
Page z2fo. 1. 23. read fixtieth.
Page 213. 1. 4. read dynafies,
Page 217. 1, 1. mﬁead of ¢ reﬁ:rved” read retained.
Page 231, L. 6. inftead of ¢ Tryption,” read Tryphon.
Page 233. l. 7. inftead of ¢ throne,” read thrown.
Page 246. L. 19. read Freinfhemius. .
Page 24g. 1. 3. inftead of ¢ we,” read were. .
Page 268. L. 6. inftead of ¢‘thofe early’” read thefe

_ - more recent.

Page 269. 1. z2. inftead of s lefs than i nwaa, read
. asgreater than it alfo was.
Page 292. 1. 16. inftead of ,* dogmas ” read dogmata.
Page 293. 1. 10. inftead of ““impofters,” read impoftors.
«+e osq.l.23. inflead of ¢ dogmas” read dognrata,
Page 300. l. 3. inftead of ‘“ dogmas” read dogmata.
Page 314. L. 13. read Silenus.
Page 31g. 1. 29. read neceflity. )
Page 318. 1. 16. read dogmata. ’
Page 329. 1. 28. inftead of < Jaft note” read the mote x.
Page 331. 1. 13. read emanpopsy
Page 341. L 21. inftead of ¢ he  read fhe.
- Page 344.-1. 6. infledd of ““ was” read became.
- Page 345. 1. 7. mﬂead of “prcfcnpuon,” Madpro-
feription. .
Pagc 401. L ro. infiead of “apud chro{blynan.,
. .read; apud Hierofolym

Ceeenan V11, mﬁcad of ¢ mter neciva’” read inter-
. Reeival

NS A -8 inftead of “in exceﬂ'nm” r'ead inac-
coﬂ'um..

ey vi oo Lo21, inflead of. “mccrtnm” read mceptunr.
Pagp 4.t4 L. v4. read fources.

Corrections for the APPENDIX.
Pagc 7. L. 26. inftead of ¢ puculiar,” read peculiar,
Page 20. 1. 15.. inftead of ** parte,” read parle.



SECTION L

Confiderations on the lot of Human Nature, ;
in the earlicft ages of antiquity.
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